ease = RECRUITING oe 
. Rankings P sence Top 25/Bi ig 10 


a nuke ay ay 
ae inGe 
+e ) Be ack 


big Ju 
SU Bauiuey 
‘Team 


gn. 


; +E Xdudey other COM vehicles: Ns f wy , x ‘i a, , : . 
982000 GMC orp All nights téeserved. Sierin, CMOlmndthe GMC logo wre Fopistered trademearkval Gener Motdre Gorporationy ! 


_ NG 


SIERRA , 


ae 


USA 


36 USC 380 
Official Sponsor of the 
2000 U:S. Olympic Team 


Cee 


Guc 


Do. jone thing. Do it well? 


Easy to nt 
5 yl Now easy to grip. 
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Get ahold of Canadian Mist’s 
new lightweight 1.75-liter 
bottle. All the smooth, mellow 
taste in a “gripping” new 
shape. At around two pounds 
lighter than a glass bottle, 
__ lifting your spirits has never 


been so easy. 


Please enjoy Canadian Mist responsibly. www.canadianmist.com 
Imported and Bottled by Brown-Forman Beverages Worldwide, Canadian Whisky, A Blend, 40% Alc. by Volume, Louisville, KY ©2006 
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GROUP 1 QUARTERBACKS 

_] Dusty Bonner — Kentucky 
© Drew Brees — Purdue 

Ci Jesse Palmer — Florida 

Gi Michael Vick — Virginia Tech 
<i Chris Weinke — Florida State 


Gj Quincy Carter — Georgia 

Ci Josh Heupel — Oklahoma 

3 Kurt Kittner — Illinois 

= Carson Palmer — USC 

<i Antwaan Randle-El — Indiana 


GROUP 3 QUARTERBACKS 
Rashard Casey — Penn State 

Gi Eric Crouch — Nebraska 

“J Woody Dantzler — Clemson 
(Ben Leard — Aubum 

“J Marques Tuiasosopo- Washington 


GROUP 4 QUARTERBACKS 

[George Godsey — Georgia Tech 
Gi Patrick Ramsey — Tulane 
Jonathan Smith — Oregon State 
© Bart Hendricks — Boise State 

“J Ortega Jenkins — Arizona 


Select one player from each group — 
mark selection with an ”’~x 


GROUP 5 RUNNING BACKS 

“i Travis Henry — Tennessee 

Cj Lamont Jordan — Maryland 
2 Anthony Thomas — Michigan 
Q Ladainian Tomlinson — TCU 
(Ricky Williams — Texas Tech 


GROUP 6 RUNNING BACKS 

©) Cedric Cobbs — Arkansas 

J Earmest Graham — Florida 

Gi Deuce McAllister — Mississippi 
“1 Hodges Mitchell — Texas 
(Ken Simonton — Oregon State 


GROUP 7 RUNNING BACKS 

OT.J. Duckett — Michigan State 
James Jackson — Miami 

“J Julius Jones — Notre Dame 
Travis Minor — Florida State 
4 Derrick Nix — Southern Miss 


GROUP 8 RUNNING BACKS 

{4 David Allen — Kansas State 
2 Paul Arnold — Washington 
J Rudi Johnson — Aubum 

J Eric McCoo — Penn State 

Ci Larry Ned — San Diego State 
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GROUP 9 RUNNING BACKS 

Gi Kevin Brown — Wash State 

OG Rocky Harvey — Illinois 

2 Cortien Johnson — Colorado 

Ci Ray Robinson — N.C. State 

(i Deonce Whitaker, San Jose State 


GROUP 10 WIDE RECEIVERS 
CiAmold Jackson — Louisville 
(i Freddie Milons- Alabama 

O Ken-Yon Rambo — Ohio State 
(i Vinnie Sutherland — Purdue 
(J David Terrell — Michigan 


GROUP 11 WIDE RECEIVERS 
(Kelly Campbell — Georgia Tech 
Ci Terrance Edwards — Georgia 
(3 Rod Gardner — Clemson 
Santana Moss — Miami 

1 Cedric Wilson — Tennessee 


GROUP 12 WIDE RECEIVERS 

OQ Ronney Daniels — Auburn 
QAndre Davis — Virginia Tech 
(Quentin McCord — Kentucky 
© Marvin Minnis — Florida State 
(Koren Robinson — N.C. State 
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Any touchdown 

Each reception 

Each 25 yards passing 
Each 10 yards receiving 


bh Each 10 yards rushing 
COPIES ACCEPTED 
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CITY STATE ZIP 


TELEPHONE (OPTIONAL) 
4) CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED 


“J PLEASE CHARGE: 4) VISA O MASTER CARD 


ACCOUNT # EXP. 


SIGNATURE 


Make checks payable to: 
Lindy’s Fantasy Sports, 1015 Forest Circle, Hueytown, AL 35023 
Or you can register online with credit card at 
www.lindyssports.com 


No purchase necessary. If you wish to participate, void of all services, send a self-addressed stamped enve- 
lope to: Lindy’s Sports Annuals 2700 Hwy 280, Suite 108, Birmingham, AL 35223 by August 1. Entrants must 
be 18 years of age or older. Void where prohibited by law. Prize structure is based on 500 paid entries. 
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“’ve won a lot of 
™ championships.” 


Super Bowl Champion -- Chicago Bears 1988 
Green Bay Packers 1997 


“I've played for many 
teams.” 


NFL Teams -- Chicago, 1982-88; San Diego, 1989; 
Philadelphia, 1990-92; Minnesota, 1993; Arizona, 1994; 
Green Bay, 1995 & 96. 
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Free Scores - 1-888-4- SCORES 


For the latest lines, scores, parlay, teaser 
and fantasy cards and more, visit ESB's 
website on the Internet at www.telebet.com. 


Must be 21 years of age. -- International Calls 1-876-953-6233 -- U.S. Alternate 1-800-35-WAGER 


English Sports Betting -- 1-8 MOE 
Play F-0-0-t-b-a-I-l 
Jim McMahon style with 


English Sports Betting 
“ESB is your best bet 
this football season!!” 


Former NFL quarterback Jim McMahon is a 
proud ESB supporter and representative 


“Pve been playing football since I've been in diapers. Football is a passion for — 
millions of Americans. There are some of you who have made wagering on football “= 
our passion. You play football Las Vegas Style. Now from the convenience of your 
‘home, work or travel worldwide, players like you can call English Sports for scores, ‘Sas 
melines and most importantly “Action.” English Sports offers straight bets, totals, 
Ses-parlays, teasers, futures, propositions, exotics, and fantasy football cards. Small 
EW players can earn thousands while testing their skills on which quarterback will pass 


"Weyards and much more. English Sports Betting also offers Baseball, Hockey, College 
and Pro Basketball, Horse Racing, Soccer, Boxing, Auto Racing, Tennis and much » 
more. English Sports Betting is like Las Vegas over the telephone. Better yet, it’s 2 
»-simpler and strictly confidential. You can play the same day with any major credit * 


firms and is rated by Dun & Bradstreet. ESB is the most legitimate and legal sports 
gaming company in the world. English Sports Betting’s greatest asset is that when © 
‘you win, you receive your funds in less than 48 hours guaranteed or you receive an “Wa 
P additional 10% on top of your request....That’s Guaranteed! Call now and join the ™& 
8 ‘tens of thousands that have made English Sports the top-rated sportsbook in the 
= world. Simply call 1-800-TELEBET or 1-800-835-3238, and one of ESB’s 500 % 

professional and friendly operators will take your call, answer your questions and ~ 
» send you a free promotional package. Best of all, ESB has paid over $57,000,000 to © 
1 its clients. | endorse only winners, and ESB is your BEST BET!” 
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ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
Welcome to the 19th year of Lindy’s college football magazines — Ben Cook 


we're confident that this is our best year yet. An tiony camlne 
2 : ai sy , Shawn O'Neal 
This year’s editions have the things you've come to expect from eat = 
Lindy’s — in-depth team previews, player rankings, recruiting break- oa UCTION Manes: 
downs — and a couple of new additions just to keep things fresh. 


ie : , : CREATIVE 

Again this season we've teamed up with SportsLine.com to bring Norjert Feliciano 
you the most comprehensive coverage in print form and on the inter- Mark B. Moore 
net. This is your first taste ... but the staff at SportsLine.com will pick Pamela Paugh Romano 
up the ball and run all season long, giving you the same great cover- PHOTO EDITOR 
age on a daily basis you've come to expect from Lindy’s. RD Moore i 

As we head toward the first season of the new millennium, Lindy’s EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS 
looks back over the past 100 years to name the best in the sport Myers ycties DeboralNetamote yn Sabre 
through the decade and century ... subject to debate, of course. REGIONAL EDITORS __ = 

Fast-break offense rules the day with many of the nation’s hot RS EO) cen Doe ue ey 

ox Hyams, Eric Olson, Alan Schmadtke 
young coaches (see page 64), but we prefer a more traditional tack ADVERTISING/MARKETING 
and are picking Nebraska to win the national title, even if we Huskers Gayl Gloss Binninehanh 205-871-1182 
get there three yards (and cloud of dust) at a time. It won't be an easy Lyn Scarbrough, Atlanta 770-967-2737 
run for Frank Solich’s crew as Senior Editor Don Borst points out in our _ | Karaban/Labiner, New York 214-840-0660 
; Bart Manganiello 

Top 25 preview. Karaban/Labiner, Chicago 312-236-6345 

Speaking of fast breaks, has the college game ever seen a player as Jim Peacock, Los Angeles 949-443-0550 
electrifying as Virginia Tech quarterback Michael Vick? Dennis Dodd NEWSSTAND DIRECTORS = 
takes a colorful look at the sophomore we're picking to win this year's Ralph Perricelli 
Heisman Trophy. John Willett 

, ‘ is Tony DiBisceglie 

As always, we're anxious to hear any comments or suggestions pad desea 

that you might have about the magazine. You can write or fax us OFFICE MANAGER _ 


Kathy Rombough 
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Introducing Valvoline MaxLife* Does your car have over 75,000 miles? 
Good news. Now there’s Valvoline MaxLife, the first motor oil designed 
specifically for higher-mileage engines. It’s specially formulated to condition 
used seals, help prevent leaks and help keep your engine running for 


a long, long time. You can always tell the guys who use Valvoline MaxLife: 


©2000 The Valvoline Company. www.valvoline.com 
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Get Ready for Some Power Football 


WW =) ) By the end of the season, Nebraska was back to looking like the 
(*€eeSs — Big Red, using its superior muscle to flatten a Tennessee 
A _ defense that had been crowing about how good it was. That 31- 
1 \u Yl, r 21 Fiesta Bowl victory emphasized how the Cornhuskers really 
: haven't missed a beat under Frank Solich, who would have been 
playing for the national title in his second season if not for a four-point loss to 
Texas in midseason. 
Now the Huskers are poised to do exactly that — play for, and win —a 
national championship. Another championship. 
As long as they win the big ones at the end, they shouldn't have to worry 
about schedule ratings or such things. Other teams have more difficult schedules, 


but the Cornhuskers simply have the Big 12 schedule they are dealt this season, 
and it isn’t their fault they don’t get a chance to face South Division powers Texas 
or Texas A&M. They plan to take on the best of the South in the league champi- 
onship game anyway. 

The 0-Line features potential All-Americans in cen- 
ter Dominic Raiola and guard Russ Hochstein, and even though they have to 
replace two starting linemen from 1999, one of the replacements is tackle Jason 
Schwab, who was a 1998 starter before missing last season with an injury. The 
top three |-backs combined for 1,830 yards last season ... and that rumble is the 
touted arrival of RB Thunder Collins. 

Although the defense isn't as flush with returning starters as the offense 


NATIONAL PICKS 


(10), there are still seven positions manned by players with starting experience, 
and lots of speed elsewhere. And the best special teams in the country will serve 
as the right hand for the defense. 

The secondary will miss the “Brown Brothers,” and 
somebody has to help Carlos Polk accumulate all the tackles at linebacker, but 
promising players are in the wings. No such luck at QB, where Eric Crouch desper- 
ately needs to stay healthy. 

Any game at Notre Dame is a risk (Sept. 9), and it’s a bit unnerving for a 
team to wade through two months of preliminaries before the main events — their 
last four games are at Kansas State, at home against Colorado, (and presumably) 
the Big 12 championship game in Kansas City, and the national championship 
game in Miami. 


If Nebraska isn’t 9-0 heading into a Nov. 11 showdown at 
Kansas State, something has gone terribly awry. But once they get to that point, the 
Cornhuskers know what to do. They already have captured three national champi- 
Onships in the past six years, and once they get within shouting distance they won't 
be denied. 


Peter Warrick returned for his senior season in 1999 to win one 
national title. Quarterback Chris Weinke is doing him one better; he returned in 
order to win his second championship. Gotta admire his timing. Even without 
Warrick, he’s got a plethora of talented receivers to throw to, and he will be suit- 
ably protected by an offensive line that will rate with the school's best. 

There's not enough space here to talk about all of 

FSU’s potential All-Americans. Let's just say it will be a major upset if the Seminoles 

don't extend their streak of consecutive Top 5 finishes, currently at an amazing 13. 
Since Sebastian Janikowski took his big leg to the NFL, 
the Seminoles are likely to rely on — gulp —a true-freshman kicker. And the middle 
of that defensive line just won't be the same without Cory Simon and Jerry Johnson. 
: So much for something new. FSU will survive a game at Miami 

and a home finale vs. Florida ... and play in a third-consecutive national title game. 


i) 


How can a team be better without the Heisman Trophy winner 
around? Well, almost all other key players are charging back for more, and they 
won't have the luxury (or limitation) of relying so heavily on all-time No. 1 rusher 
Ron Dayne. So, coach Barry Alvarez is diversifying the offense just a little and the 
veteran defense will make opposing offenses play the way the Badgers want them 
to play ... poorly. 

The Badgers have built a solid foundation on big- 
game performances, with back-to-back Big Ten titles and Rose Bowl triumphs — 
and three Rose victories in seven seasons — and now with 16 returning starters, 
they're ready to win all of the little ones, too. 

There’s a four-week gauntlet Starting Sept. 30 that 
presents Wisconsin with its four toughest games in succession (at Michigan, Ohio 
State, at Michigan State, and Purdue). It's hard to ignore that the Badgers won't 
have the Big Dog to ride when things get tough. 

The No. 1 team from the No. 1 conference is 21-3 in the past 
two years and is peaking. It might even be ready to top out at No. 1. 


Consider that coach Mike DuBose’s biggest concerns have been to 
find ston leadership and choose between two of the top four or five quarter- 
backs in the SEC, and it’s apparent that the Crimson Tide is loaded. Last year, 
their dual victories over Florida were considered upsets ... but it's going to be up 
to the rest of the SEC to keep the Tide from re-establishing its traditional spot as 
frontrunners. 

An imposing 18 starters return from the league 
championship team, which has ample big-play guys on offense and a defense led 
by LB Saleem Rasheed that rated in the top 10 nationally last season. 

The Tide never would have been a 10-3 team last year 
without All-American RB Shaun Alexander, and not only is he gone to the NFL, but 
$0 is his No. 1 blocker, Chris Samuels (both first-round draft picks). 

LL: This team looks like it’s again headed for Atlanta for the SEC 
championship game, and the Sugar Bowl ... unless, of course, it gets to play for 
No. 1 in the Orange Bowl. 


MIAMI 
Sure, the Hurricanes thought they were going to have quarterback 
Kenny Kelly and linebacker Nate Webster around, but this season still could be all 
Miami wants it to be — namely, the capper for Butch Davis’ rebuilding project. With 
a collection of skill-position people that is the envy of almost every other team, 
Miami would be sorely disappointed with anything less than its first Top 10 finish 
since 1994. 

There's no safe place to attack the Miami defense, 
since every position group has a potential All-American of some sort. Humongous 
games against Florida State and Virginia Tech are at home. 

Sophomore Ken Dorsey was mighty impressive last 
season in relief of Kelly, but he fattened up on some bad defenses ... so the question 
remains: Can he do it against the Florida States and Virginia Techs of the world? 

Year Five of the Davis era ended with his first Jan. 1 bowl 
appearance. Year Six will see the Hurricane’s swaggering in a BCS bowl ... maybe 
even a home game? 


The 32 victories in the past three seasons — including a stun- 
ning 8-1 record against Ohio State, Penn State and Wisconsin — are the most for 
the Wolverines since Fielding Yost’s 1903-05 teams won 33. Although the Big Ten 
is deeper, more balanced than ever, Michigan is poised to win or share the Big Ten 
title for the third time in four years (and ninth in 15). 

The offense is loaded at the skill positions, and the 
veteran line should find the consistency that eluded it at times in 1999. The Sept. 30 
tilt with Wisconsin looks like the game of the year ... and it's at Michigan Stadium. 
The defense is young, and the schedule calls for three 
trips to wild offensive teams (UCLA, Purdue, Illinois) plus the game against Wis- 
consin in a grueling stretch beginning Sept. 16. 

Replacing six defensive starters is never easy, but the talent Lloyd 

Carr has recruited makes it feasible for the Wolverines to wind up in the BCS again. 
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Times have changed in Gainesville, where the name of the game is defense, 
and for want of a little offense, this ballclub could be something special. It'll be up to 
QB Jesse Palmer to show the kind of improvement forecast for him two years ago. 
He did not blossom amid controversy with Doug Johnson, and now he's got the 
chance to run with the job and run the team ... and the Gators are counting on him. 

Anine-win season, with all four losses coming to 
Top 10 teams, is not exactly a horrendous slump. Linemen Alex Brown and Gerard 
Warren lead a veteran defense, and RB Earnest Graham gives the offense balance, 
Only four starters, including just two linemen, return to 
an offense that barely managed 400 yards a game last season. None of the biggest 
games are at home: at Tennessee, at Florida State, and vs. Georgia in Jacksonville. 
Florida should outlast UT and Georgia in the East ... but unless 
Palmer and the WRs improve drastically, the SEC title drought 
will reach four years. 


With a team as talented as the Longhorns, it’s hard to be humble ... unless 
you lost your last three games of the 1999 season and had your starting quarter- 
back undergo major knee surgery. Not to worry. Texas’ crash to earth in late 1999 
looks like a mere blip. With the way Mack Brown has been recruiting, Texas is 
hurtling into the new millennium with designs on multiple Big 12 titles. 

The defense, keyed by tackles Casey Hampton and 
Shaun Rogers, should be the Longhorns’ best unit since the early 90s. The 
offense has its pick of quality quarterbacks Major Applewhite or Chris Simms. 
There will be no bigger (potential) quarterback contro- 
versy than the one in Austin, and that can have a way of being a big ol’ Texas-sized 
distraction. With Kwame Cavil gone, the quarterbacks need to find a new go-to guy. 
No Nebraska, no Kansas State in the regular season. Looks 
like Texas cruises to the South Division title and the league’s 


€= championship game. 


Two games. That's all ... two games. Obviously the Bulldogs have to mind 
their Ps and Qs along the way, but really, they just need to find a way to play well 
for a change against Florida (in Jacksonville) and Tennessee (in Athens). They're 
1-18 in their last 19 games against those two teams, which is why they keep 
watching the SEC championship game on TV. But this is their chance. 

The Dawgs have a rare combination of big-time tal- 
ent and lots of experience (18 returning starters), and their four true road games 
are against teams they ought to handle. QB Quincy Carter can play his way to the 
top of the Heisman race. 

There's a lot of pressure on this team. Carter came 
back for this, and coach Jim Donnan has been gearing up for it ... even 10-2 will 
be a disappointment ... if it's the wrong two in the loss column. 

It's maybe UGa's best chance for an SEC East title since the crown 
of 1982. But has breaking through the Big Two become too much to ask? Probably. 


=~ 
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Twenty-one regular-season victories in the past two seasons is a major 
reason for celebration — hey, it took K-State nine years to get that many before 
Bill Snyder took over in 1989. But all that winning has yet to translate into a Big 12 
title. The Wildcats aren't going anywhere, though, and have the players to keep 
plugging away this season at those elusive goals. 

Offense is loaded with big-play dudes like RB/returner 
David Allen and WR Quincy Morgan, and it's hard to find a flaw with kicker Jamie 
Rheem. If Jonathan Beasley can't cut it at QB, Ell Roberson III probably can. 
The non-conference quartet of lowa, Louisiana Tech, 

Ball State and North Texas is fooling no one, so if K-State is to join the BCS parade, 
it can't rely on getting an at-large bid. Its ticket will have to be a Big 12 title. 

The season turns on the mid-November tussle with 
Nebraska. The Wildcats won the last meeting in Manhattan ... but not this time. 


VT 


The defense has been gutted, the special teams need a makeover, running 
back Shyrone Stith should have stayed in school. Boo-hoo. The Hokies will be 
crazy-good because of that quarterback guy Michael Vick. OK, so maybe another 
appearance in the national title game isn’t in the offing, but, with Vick, this sure 
looks to be a “major-bowl” kind of year. 

Frank Beamer isn't an overnight wonder, so we have 
a hard time seeing his beloved defense and special teams going to seed. Vick and 
Andre Davis form the nation’s best deep threat, and the offense can put up 40 per 
game. 

In addition to the re-stocking of talent, Virginia Tech 
has a tricky opener vs, Georgia Tech, as well as road games at East Carolina, Syra- 
cuse and Miami. The angry ‘Canes will be looking to end a five-game skid vs. Tech. 

A rebuilt defense and special teams keep the Hokies from the 
top tier, but they'll probably go Gator Bowling. 


Phillip Fulmer has the biggest rebuilding job in the Top 25. Losing 13 
starters from last year's team — most of whom were key players on the 1998 
national championship squad — means these Vols will be following nobody. 
They're their own team, and will establish their own identity ... nobody will have a 
street named after them, unlike the past two quarterbacks. But that doesn’t mean 
they'll lose much. 

As much as any program in the country, talent 
abounds in the younger classes in Knoxville. Guys like DT John Henderson, DE 
Will Overstreet, and CB Andre Lott will take their place as high-profile players. 

The first four SEC games are all very losable: Florida, 
at LSU (Tigers’ first SEC game under Nick Saban), at Georgia, Alabama. Only one 
starting OL returns, which is a bad combination with a new QB (Joey Mathews). 

Here’s where Fulmer gets to prove he’s worth the million bucks 
they're paying him ... getting back to a third straight BCS bow! would be astounding. 


“I line up against the most explosive pass 
rushers in football every Sunday. | can’t 
afford to get weighted down when the 
game’s on the line. Under Armour is tight, 
light, and perfect for the trenches. 
I wouldn't play in anything else.” 


heatgear 


Tony Boselli 0039 Full T-Shirt 


Pro Bowl Offensive Tackle 


heatgear 
0038 Sleeveless T-Shirt 


loosegear 
0084 Full T-Shirt 


coldgear 
Ehie Mock Turtleneck 


Ine 
In 


furfgear 


DUS a darippie turf Shirt 


5 te 


5 i  turfgear 
» "QQ fo i 0G69 BoxerJock Underwear 
| hs 
c. fi ’ : iY 
” , 4 r) 
4 “ 
“a ' ee ) 
“ i 4 4 
kia ‘f } OFFICIAL 
*Pictured turfgear 0032 Long Sleeve Turf Shirt , ‘4 SUPPLIER 


Performance apparel for any condition. Our apparel is built for speed and has been field- 
proven to help you win. What began with our superior undershirt designed for equipment sports 
has developed into a revolution in the fit and fabrics that athletes choose to protect their 


Bodies. Qur high-tech performance gear wraps around your body like a second skin to protect 
you from the elements and your opponents. 


@nq WWW.uUnderarmour.com 


i. for a FREE catalog, to place an order, or for a team dealer in your UNDER ARMOUR’ 
Cont] Serene area call 1.888.4.ARMOUR or 1.888.427.6687 - 
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When Drew Brees announced late in 1999 that he'd remain a Boil- 
ermaker for the 2000 season, Purdue became a serious contender for the 2001 
Rose Bowl. Yet, as close as he might be able to get them, it’s going to take some 
additional defense to get the Boilermakers to Pasadena for the first time since Bob 
Griese led them in the 1966 season. 

Brees is capable of outscoring any team in any 
game. He’s one of the top three Heisman Trophy candidates heading into the sea- 
son, and there are seven other starters on offense. 

Brees was capable of outscoring any team in any game 
last season, too ... but even while averaging 32 points a game, the Boilers lost five 
times. And now they have to throw six new starters into the defensive lineup. 

In the three seasons under coach Joe Tiller, the Boilers have 
shown a wonderful offense and a gutsy team. They're ready to show more. 


Uw 


Everyone came away happy from Rick Neuheisel’s honeymoon 
season, a nice 7-5 campaign in which the Huskies rallied from an 0-2 start and 
then threw a major scare into big favorite Kansas State in the Holiday Bowl. Now, 
it gets serious. Washington returns 15 starters, led by quarterback Marques Tuia- 
s0sopo, and is intent (if not yet capable) on returning to its early-’90s dominance. 

Running back Paul Arnold, the ace from 
Neuheisel’s first recruiting class, is ready for a bust-out season in a versatile 
offense designed around Tuiasosopo’s all-around skills. 

The Huskies won't exactly be stout on the defensive line, 
and are praying that JC transfer Marcus Roberson can plug the middle. No one has 
been identified as the deep threat at receiver that would make the offense complete. 

This team can't compare to UW’s Pac-10 championship teams 
from 1990-92, but who cares? The Huskies can take this watered-down league. 


David Cutcliffe is on the verge of taking what Tommy Tuberville 
started, and riding the Rebs to the next level. Not many coaches get to take over a 
program with talent like RB Deuce McAllister and QB Romaro Miller ... but more 
importantly, not many coaches know what to do with them when they get there. 
Cutcliffe knows, and his second year at Ole Miss could be one to remember. 
McAllister is the best all-purpose back in the coun- 
try and fits with Miller and tailback Joe Gunn to give the Rebels a dynamite back- 
field. In Cutcliffe’s second season, everything will be more familiar and efficient. 
Ole Miss must travel to Alabama and Georgia for two 
of its most important games. The defense lost some of its hard underbelly, so it 
can't expect to be as tough against the run as in 1999 (76.9 yards a game). 
All four of the Rebels’ losses last season were one-posses- 
sion games. Now they're ready to win 10 for the first time since 1971. 


Clemson was Close Call U. in 1999, taking Virginia Tech deep into 


the fourth quarter, and playing Marshall, Florida State and Georgia Tech within a 
field goal. Nice efforts, to be sure ... and now the expectations have gone way, 
way up in coach Tommy Bowden's second season. He has the goods to deliver, 
although he'll be forgiven if he can’t knock off Papa Bowden and FSU just yet. 

LB Keith Adams is back to roam all over the field, 
and DB Robert Carswell gives the Tigers a one-two All-American punch. Expect the 
pass-first offense to keep rolling under Woodrow Dantzler’s direction. 

A team that played as many close games as Clemson 
sure could use a good field goal kicker, but Tony Lazzara made only seven of 12 
attempts last season. That, and the fact Florida State is still in the ACC. 
Sixteen starters back from a team that finished 6-6 (but com- 
peted with everybody) means the Tigers are at the top of the “Teams to Watch” list. 


The collapse of 1999 has the Nittany Lions especially anxious to do 
some damage in 2000 ... when few people really expect it. Now, with 14 new 
starters and several staff changes, they will try to make another run, but it'll take a 
special season to supercede the memory of the 9-0 start that fizzled with losses in 
the last three games of the regular season. 

Rashard Casey established himself in the bowl victory 
over Texas A&M as the playmaking QB the Lions need him to be throughout this sea- 
son. The offense should be even better than last year with a group of fine RBs. 

The defense lost eight starters (including the first two 
players chosen i in the NFL draft — DT Courtney Brown and LB LaVar Arrington), and 
longtime coordinator Jerry Sandusky, so it can’t avoid a dropoff. 

It’s hard to believe that Penn State has been in the Big Ten for 
seven years and has won only one league title, This doesn’t look like the second. 


Ap 


The Buffs seemed to “get it” about halfway through last season, 
beating Oklahoma, suffering heartbreaking losses to Kansas State and Nebraska, 
and then thrashing Boston College in the Insight.com Bowl. With his system in 
place, all Gary Barnett needs to do now is sign his kind of players, which he did 
when he landed the nation’s top RB — Marcus Houston from Denver. 

The replacement for QB Mike Moschetti will be big 
and tall — either Zac Colvin or JC transfer Bob Pesavento. A strong front seven, 
which includes All-American LB Jashon Sykes, will be tough to penetrate. 

: There’s no room to breathe until late October at the 
earliest. Check it out: vs. Colorado State, at USC, Washington, Kansas State, at 
Texas A&M, Texas. Let's see if the new starting quarterback survives that. 

The signs are positive, but it’s just too soon to expect the 
Buffs to bust through to the Nebraska-Kansas State level in the Big 12 North. 


= ‘Hot content after a 9-3 season in which his team won the Liberty 
“Bowl and finished 14th nationally, Jeff Bower made major moves to upgrade an 
offense that has good parts, but nonetheless languished at 82nd in the country. 
The new leader is ex-Nevada offensive coordinator Chris Klenakis, he of the wide- 
open one-back offense. The defense? No Adalius Thomas, but still plenty good. 
Jeff Kelly might not yet invoke memories of Brett 
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Favre, but he did finish ninth nationally in passing efficiency and has an offense in 
Which to flourish. Derrick Nix, a 1,000-yard rusher, provides a nice complement. 
Wow ... starting off on the road against Tennessee 
and Alabama (and Oklahoma State) sounds like death. The difficult schedule isn’t 
new for Southern Miss, but will challenge the Eagles’ belief in the new offense. 
By the time the C-USA game of the year comes around — East 
Carolina at Southern Miss on Nov. 25—the Eagles will have all the pieces in place, 


It's almost as though the Fighting Illini charged onto the scene so 
quickly that they haven't been able to enjoy the rise. Because, suddenly, they've 
gone from upstart to a team that won eight games, scored 63 points in a bowl 
game, and is expected to be even better this season. But with Kurt Kittner leading 
an amazing 10 returning starters in Ron Turner's offense, this team has a lot going 
for it ... again. 

Yes, that’s 10 starters on offense. Kittner’s 24-TD, 
five-interception sophomore season gives him the confidence to do even more this 


season; an intact O-line will make it so. Not playing Wisconsin or Purdue helps, too. 


No more sneaking up on people (like in the comebacks 
against Michigan and Ohio State). And with more than half of the starting defense 


new, the high-powered offense is going to have to score even more than last season. 
The schedule calls for a 3-0 start and plenty of momentum head- 


ing into the Big Ten season, when a .500 record gets the Illini another nice bowl trip. 


TCU 


It's nice to know that Heisman candidate LaDainian Tomlinson can run for 
400 yards in a game if he wants to; it's even nicer to know that he doesn't have to 
for the Horned Frogs to win. With 10 starters back on offense and eight on 
defense, TCU can kill ina variety of ways, most likely with an underappreciated 
defense (at least on a national scale) that ranked fifth in the country last season. 
QB Casey Printers was a revelation as a freshman 
last season, and he will have ample opportunity to grow, thanks to an offensive 
line that returns intact. On defense, end Aaron Schobel is an NFL-ready prospect. 
The days of TCU sneaking up on anybody are officially 
over. Watch out, Frogs, you're sure to get the best shot of every team in the WAC, 
especially because this is your last go-round before bolting to Conference USA. 
There’s not a game that TCU won't be favored to win, making the 
Frogs this year's “Marshall” — the small-conference team most likely to be perfect. 


{ 

\\ 

. Like last year, the Mountain West race is expected to be a jum- 
bled mess, especially with UNLV looking capable of joining the fray. Losing all- 
league guys like defensive end John Frank and running back Mike Anderson will 
hurt, but Ron McBride has the speediest bunch in the MWC — receiver/returner 
Steve Smith is exhibit A— and that’s the slight edge the Utes need to win this 
thing outright. 

McBride has his pick of senior quarterbacks — 

Darnell Arceneaux or T.D. Croshaw — and they combined for 24 touchdown 
passes last season. On defense, Andre Dyson is one of the nation’s best shut- 
down corners. 


Even with 17 starters returning, there is no experi- 
ence to speak of at running back. Keeping two quarterbacks happy is a delicate 
balance that can drive a team to distraction. 

Utah will make a statement in a trio of early Pac-10 games 
— Arizona, at Cal, Washington State — setting the stage for a rugged MWC race. 


a. 


Take your pick — either the Trojans have been consistently overrated 
or they are classic underachievers. Either way, we'll bite the bullet and pick them 
in the Top 25 — again — anticipating that this time Paul Hackett’s talented troops 
play to the level of expectations. With the right mix of chemistry and an extra dose 
of fortitude, USC’s first Pac-10 title in five years is well within reach. 

Sophomore WR Kareem Kelly is the real deal, which 
is a tag QB Carson Palmer has carried around since his high school days. There are 
All-American-types at every level of defense, starting with DT Ennis Davis. 

Goodness gracious, USC hasn't had an All-Pac-10 run- 
ning back since 1989, and what happened to that proud tradition of offensive line- 
men? This pedestrian group of big hosses up front isn’t of typical Rose Bowl-caliber, 

USC could very well start 0-2 (Penn State in the Kickoff Clas- 
Sic, followed by Colorado), but will be chasing the Pac-10 title all the way to the end. 


oy: 


While most coaches try to keep expectations from outdistancing 
performance, six losses last season have stripped that luxury from OSU's John 
Cooper ... who promptly declared in the spring that “we've got too much talent” 
not to be a force on the national level. Alrighty then. It's time to go to work, 
because the Buckeyes are going to have to climb back over some teams. 

This is no rebuilding effort — the defense has plenty 
of experience, and the offense has big-play guys. As inconsistent as QB Steve Bellisari 
was (24 for 60 in the last three games), at least now he has that valuable experience. 

C’mon ... that offense was terrible last season, when 
OSU scored more than 20 points only five times. And for the second year in a row, 
the Buckeyes don’t get to beat Northwestern and Indiana (which are off the schedule). 
It's hard to imagine another bowl-less season. But unless they 
beat Penn State and/or Wisconsin in the first league games, the bottom could fall out again. 


Poised for a big season in 1999, the Aggies were instead a dis- 
appointing 8-4, failing to score more than six points in three of their last six 
games. Let's just call that motivation for 2000. They'll need it, because offensive 
revivals are happening at Big 12 South rivals Oklahoma and Texas Tech, and 
arch-rival Texas is recruiting like crazy. 

The defense, ranked 13th in the nation last season, 
will be typically excellent thanks to a strong front. The Aggies’ receivers can flat-out 
jet, giving hope for a big-play offense. And only one tough road league game: Texas, 

A&M will be inexperienced at QB, and that position 
could short-circuit the offense again. Who's going to replace punter Shane Lech- 
ler, and will Terrence Kitchens have fewer than seven kicks blocked this season? 

Defense keeps it close, but the offense still has too many 
questions to consider the Aggies as a serious contender for the Big 12 title. Q 
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Rating the Teams 1-115 


. Nebraska 


. Florida State 


. Wisconsin 
. Alabama 
. Miami 


. East Carolina 
. Oklahoma 

. BYU 

. UCLA 

. Michigan State 
. Marshall 

. Oregon 

. Virginia 

. Syracuse 

. LSU 

. Notre Dame 

. Arizona 

. Mississippi State 
~ Auburn 

. Minnesota 

. Arizona State 
. Georgia Tech 
. Stanford 

. Louisville 

. Arkansas 

. Maryland 

. Colorado State 
. North Carolina 
. Indiana 

. Kentucky 

. Pittsburgh 

. Fresno State 
. UAB 

. Vanderbilt 

. Boston College 
. Texas Tech 

. Oregon State 
. N.C. State 

. Cincinnati 

. SMU 

. UNLV 

. Hawaii 

. Kansas 

. Memphis 

. Air Force 

. West Virginia 
. Oklahoma State 
. Boise State 

. Toledo 

. lowa State 


. Michigan 

. Florida 

. Texas 

. Georgia 

. Kansas State 


Pirates head for another bow! game with veteran talent. 
The departure of passing guru Mike Leach will be felt. 
Solid defense and nice supporting cast for a new OB. 
Superior recruiting classes start to pay dividends again. 
Tough schedule interrupts Bobby Williams’ honeymoon. 
Herd carries 17-game winning streak, but will drop off a bit. 
Quality QBs, overall balance, keep Ducks near Pac-10 lead. 
Cavs need to find offense following Thomas Jones era. 
Orange look to rebound from disappointing '99. 

Nick Saban hopes to bring first-year magic to talented team. 
Tough times for the Irish, as they try to shock the world. 
Cats love being underdogs; have solid lines on each side. 
Great defense lost eight quality starters. 

Revitalized offense will help Tigers contend for bow! bid. 
Gophers will struggle to duplicate '99 success. 

Shaky QB situation keeps Devils from climbing higher. 
Must find a way to overcome new QB and old defense. 

No repeat Rose Bowl trip, but will be tough to beat. 
Redman’s gone, but plenty of offensive weapons return. 


Hogs absorb key losses, but RB Cedric Cobbs ready to break out. 


Is this the year the Terps finally learn how to win? 

Rams are in tough race in Mountain West. 

Rally in ‘99 built confidence, but still lacking blockers. 
Hoosiers still looking for more than QB Randle El. 

The defense needs to buck up as the offense keeps scoring. 
Walt Harris’ rebuilding project forges ahead. 

Bulldogs poised for run at second consecutive bowl. 
Watson Brown has Blazers rising quickly in C-USA. 

‘Dores’ chance to break on through to the other side (bowl). 
For Eagles to return to postseason, offense must soar. 

New coach Mike Leach brings high-flying passing attack. 
Pushovers no more; DBs and RBs are special. 

New coach Chuck Amato brings high-flying passing attack. 
Too young last year, Bearcats grow up in 2000. 

Ponies should manage to run with the WAC pack. 

New OB Jason Thomas takes Rebels from last to first division. 
Defense, not June Jones’ touted offense, is team’s strength. 


Jayhawks could emerge as a surprise with 17 returning starters. 


Tigers need offensive playmakers, but defense is tough. 


Falcons always most dangerous in rebuilding years like this one. 


Rare losing season has Mountaineer fans grumbling. 

Bowls a distant memory, pressure mounting on Bob Simmons. 
After winning bow! game, can Broncos keep rising? 

Most serious threat to Marshall's MAC reign. 

Can Cyclones build momentum with soft September schedule? 
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. Virginia Tech 
. Tennessee 

. Purdue 
. Washington 
. Ole Miss 


Central Florida 
Houston 
Wyoming 

lowa 

Missouri 

San Diego State 
Wake Forest 
Washington State 
Idaho 

Akron 

LA Tech 
California 

Rice 

Tulane 

South Carolina 
W. Michigan 
Temple 

Navy 

San Jose State 
Army 
Northwestern 
New Mexico 
Baylor 

Ohio 

Miami, 0. 
Duke 

UTEP 

New Mexico State 
Rutgers 
Nevada 

N. Illinois 
Arkansas State 
Utah State 
Kent — 
UL-Monroe 

C. Michigan 
Bowling Green 
E. Michigan 
North Texas 
Tulsa 

Middle Tenn. 
UL-Lafayette 
Ball State 
Connecticut 
Buffalo 


. Clemson 

- Penn State 

. Colorado 

- Southern Miss 
. Illinois 


. Utah 

. TCU 

. USC 

. Ohio State 

. Texas A&M 
Vic Penn is a fine quarterback, but needs help. 

New coach must find ground game and defense. 

New coach Vic Koenning counted on to bring continuity. 
Hawkeyes will be better, but Big Ten makes rebuilding tough. 
Anemic offense, porous defense doesn't get better overnight. 
Offense vastly improved, but defense takes a step back. 

No back-to-back bowls for Demon Deacons. 

Cougs rely on young skill to hasten rebuilding effort. 

Vandals tune into new (Tom) Cable system. 

Spirits are high coming off break through 7-4 season. 

Brian Stallworth is a solid post-Rattay quarterback. 

Stong defense takes step back; offense not ready to step up. 
Owls’ slump continues as league gets tougher. 

What happened to program that went 12-0 two years ago? 
What did Lou Holtz get himself into? 

Will be hard-pressed to approach success of '99. 
More-reasonable schedule could mean four wins. 

QB Brian Madden has Middies fired up. 

Spartans can score, but must improve No. 113 defense. 

Big changes force tough transition on new coach, old players. 
Randy Walker will win in Evanston, but not this year. 

Lobos are getting better, but so is the rest of the league. 
Take a knee, Coach, then we'll talk. 

Bobcats still plan to run like a service academy. 

Who'll score the touchdowns without Travis Prentice around? 
Blue Devils made a run last year, but brace for tough 2000. 
Too-young defense bad timing for new coach Gary Nord. 

In last year of Big West, Aggies could contend for first title ever. 
Knights can be respectable, but won't win much. 

Wolf Pack will need a year to adjust to step up to WAC. 
Nineteen starters return from encouraging 5-6 team. 

QB Cleo Lemon needs sweet senior season. 

New coach and new system, but same results. 

Another losing season would bring the heat on Dean Pees. 
After 5-6 in Bobby Keasler’s first season, Indians look for more. 
Former Michigan assistant Mike Debord starts from scratch. 
Gary Blackney made big staff changes after another losing season. 
New coach Jeff Woodruff hits Ypsilanti with work cut out for him. 
Mean Green's offensive attack isn’t mean or offensive. 

Even with new coach, not much wind in Hurricane’s sails. 
Year two in Division I-A will be as tough as year one. 

In second season, coach Jerry Baldwin finds hope. 

Cardinals are 1-21 over the past two seasons. 

New Division I-A program finds the going a bit tougher. 

Sorry Bulls, but you'll need to prove it before you're elevated. 
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BONUS’ # I 

2 Weeks FREE NFL Preseason Late Phone Service 

We are the #1 ranked service (net profit) over 11 years as documented by The 
Sports Monitor of Oklahoma City! You receive 2 WEEKS of our preseason NFL LATE 
PHONE service ($150 value) FREE when you subscribe to Power Sweep! These are 
the EXACT SAME Late Phone Plays we give to our Executive Club Members and to 
the monitors, There is NO SALES PRESSURE. You receive a special toll-free phone 
number& personal passcode, and you access the plays at your convenience from a 
recording! This is a $150 value from the #1 rated Preseason Late Phone Service in 
the country and a tremendous bonus! Or if you prefer, you can receive $50 of cred- 
it on a Northcoast Sports Debit Card, which gives you an 800 number access to 
$50 worth of Northcoast Sports 900 plays whenever you need them throughout 
the 2000 season. $150.00 VALUE! 


FREE September 5 Selection!!! 
Our highest rated Late Phone Selection is a 5* Play. (Not like those hype- 
artists that release 50* or 100* plays). We only release between 5 to 7 of 
these special plays over the entire 27 weeks of the football season!! You 
receive our first College 5* Late Phone Selection (in September) of the 2000 
season ABSOLUTELY FREE!!! $50.00 VALUE 


How can we make such an offer? With a 90%+ resubscription rate over the last 16 
years, we know that once you try our service, you will become a regular subscriber. 
Once you've WON with our FREE phone offers, you'll come back for more!!! You cannot 


afford to pass up this spectacular offer. Get your 2000 season started on a winning note 
and subscribe TODAY! 
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FREE Preseason Issue and FREE Pro Football Preview Magazine 

A must read preseason publication! Who will be this year's NFL champ? This 

Preseason Issue of Power Sweep has selections on all 5 of the preseason college 

football contests. Get our Preview of the 2000 season, plus a college football 

update & more in this information packed issue, yours FREE! As an added bonus 

you will receive our 2000 Pro Football Preview Magazine (7.95 value) absolutely 

FREE and it is 96 pages! / 
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?/ The Sports Monitor at 
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,irf~ 


i af HN Ved) res 
FREE Schedules 
FREE SCHEDULES sent to you throughout the football season in rotation. 


1-800-654-3448 
or in Ohio 
1-216-521-WINS 


MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 10: 
NORTHCOAST SPORTS SERVICE 


a PO BOX 35126, Cleveland OH 44135 
Name 
; i Address 
| City, 
; State Tip 
a a fl 
Lk: ' 77a Phone(___) 


SISA SMC GAMEX & Check 
Card # Exp. Date 


Signature 


CBS 


Vick Rises 
Above Deep 
Crowd of 
Quarterbacks 


ichael Vick has skewed the 
quarterback position for the 
2000 season. 

With the talent and performances he 
displayed in leading Virginia Tech to the 
cusp of the 1999 national championship, 
he’s got every coach in America looking 
for “the next Michael Vick.” 

Thing is, he’s the next Michael Vick. 
The new, improved model. The one that 
will pass more than last year. Make even 
better decisions. Have greater freedom in 
the offense. Hold even more respect from 
his teammates. 

Opponents? They're downright fright- 
ened by what he might do to them at 
any second. 

“This guy is scary. It's unbelievable 
how good he could be,” said Clemson 
offensive coordinator Rich Rodriguez. 
“You know what amazes me? Florida 
State is about as fast as you can find on 
defense. He made some moves and 
shook some guys that | never thought 
you could do to Florida State.” 

And the guy will be only a sophomore 
this season, leading a team that lost a lot of 
its outstanding defense and will be count- 
ing on him to lead the offense to more 
points than the Hokies needed last season. 

The complete package that Vick 
brings to the field has a tendency to over- 
shadow other outstanding quarterbacks, 
who in most other years would be con- 
sidered an All-American. 

Glancing through the Lindy’s/ 
SportsLine.com All-America checklist, the 
2000 season looks like the year of the 
quarterback. Everybody seems to have 
one they’re proud of ... better than “a 
guy we can win with.” 

Check it out: An amazing 51 of the 63 
major-conference teams (tied into the 
Bowl Championship Series) have a starting 
quarterback returning. That’s 81 percent. 

There are more than a few guys with 
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FIRST TEAM 


QB 
RB 
RB 
WR 
WR 
TE 
c 
OL 


OL 
OL | 


OL 
AP 
PK 


Michael Vick 
LaMont Jordan 


Deuce McAllister 
Santana Moss — 


David Terrell 
Todd Heap 
Dominic Raiola 
Ben Hamilton 


Steve Hutchinson | 


So. 


Sr. 
Sr. 


Sr. 


Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr: 


Sr. 


Kareem McKenzie _ Sr. 


Tarlos Thomas 
David Allen 
Jamie Rheem 


SECOND TEAM 


QB 
RB 
RB 
WR 
_ WR 
TE 
Cc 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
AP 
PK 


Drew Brees 


Anthony Thomas 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr 


S¥R 


Sr. 
Sr. 


LaDainian Tomlinson Sr. 


Ronney Daniels 
Quincy Morgan 


Tracey Wistrom 


Casey Rabach 
Leonard Davis 


Terrence Metcalf 
_Kenyatta Walker 


So. 
— Sr. = 6-2 


Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 


Pork Chop Womack Sr. 
Bobby Newcombe Sr. 


Vitaly Pisetsky 


Sr. 


6-1 


OFFENSE 


YR HT WT 


214 


5-11 210 


6-1 


220 


5-10 175 


6-3 
6-5 
6-2 
6-5 


6-5 


6-7 
6-5 
5-9 
6-2 


HT 


6-1 
6-2 


208 
232 
295 


320 
200 
190 


WT 


20m 


225 


5-11 217 


6-1 


6-5 
6-5 
6-6 
6-3 


6-5 


6-3 
6-0 


204 
215 
220 
286 
367 
300 


298 | 


328 
195 


5-10 228 


SCHOOL 
Virginia Tech 
Maryland 
Mississippi 
Miami 
Michigan 
Arizona State 
Nebraska 
Minnesota 
Michigan 
Penn State 
Florida State 
Kansas State 
Kansas State 


SCHOOL 


Purdue 


Michigan 
TCU 
Auburn 


Kansas State _ 


Nebraska 
Wisconsin 
Texas 
Mississippi 
Florida 
Mississippi St. 
Nebraska 
Wisconsin 


Lindy’s National Offensive Player of the Year. 
Gained 1,101 yards in last six games of ’99. 
Receiving skills put him a notch above. 

Smooth ’Cane can go the distance at any time. 
Lucrative combination of size and speed. 

Great receiver who is a top-drawer blocker. 
Brings an attitude to the Big Red line. 

At the center of Gophers’ resurgence. 
Four-year fixture in the Maize and Blue trenches. 
Best lineman in the best league for linemen. 
Leader of what might be Bowden’s best O-Line. 
Due to break national PR record by midseason. 
Knocked home 15 FGs in a row last season. 


Best Big Ten quarterback in more than a decade. 
“A-Train” ready to roll for 1,500 yards. 

Led nation in ’99 with 1,850 rushing yards. 
Big-play talent made huge impact as frosh. 


Averaged league-record 24 yards a catch. 


Grant’s brother makes big plays, too (27-yd avg). 
Centerpiece of outstanding Badgers line. 
Montrous tackle intimidates even Bevo. 

Nation’s best guard moves to left tackle. 
Pass-blocker deluxe gives Gators anedge. __ 
That's his real name; turns foes to chopped liver. 
Open-field star found his niche at wingback. 
Russian immigrant rarely misses (16-20 FG). 


serious Heisman Trophy credentials who don't figure to get a sniff 
at even preseason All-America consideration. 

Drew Brees ... Chris Weinke ... Quincy Carter. 

It takes a lot — it takes a Michael Vick — to overshadow a 
guy like Drew Brees. 

Brees has it all, too. But the Purdue passer is just not quite as 
freaky — not as fast as Vick or possessing that quick release. 

Brees has the offense, the arm, and the chutzpah (he showed 
an ability to run the ball when needed last year, too) to lead Pur- 
due to even greater heights. He's led the Boilermakers to 16 vic- 
tories the past two seasons, but he and the program have 
improved together under coach Joe Tiller, to the point that they 
have to be considered a Rose Bowl contender. 

“He's not only gifted athletically, he’s gifted intellectually,” 
Michigan coach Lloyd Carr said of Brees. “He knows where the 
pressure is coming from. He knows where the coverage is going 
to be rolled. He makes such great decisions. There’s nothing he 
can't do.” 

And how about Quincy Carter? 

Carter was erratic as a freshman, dazzling as a sophomore — 
witness the Outback Bowl rally that overcame a 25-point deficit 
against Purdue (largest comeback in bowl history) — and as a 
junior, expect him to be brilliant. 

Georgia's do-everything quarterback is 22, and his maturity 
makes his talent all the more dangerous. 

And, speaking of maturity, let’s not forget Florida State’s Chris 
Weinke. He, not Vick, led his team to the 1999 national champi- 
onship and begins the 2000 season on a 12-game winning 


2000 


streak. 

Weinke, the 28-year-old former minor-league third baseman, 
last year bristled at critics who pointed out that he couldn’t run 
like Vick. And then he went out and made all the right decisions 
and all the right throws in a four-TD performance in the Seminoles’ 
46-29 victory over Virginia Tech (and Vick) in the Sugar Bowl. 

“Probably my No. 1 attribute is my leadership,” the 6-5, 240- 
pound Weinke said. “Physically, I'll put myself up against any- 
body in the country at this position.” 

Now Weinke will be trying to duplicate the feats of 
Nebraska's Tommie Frazier (1994-95) and Jerry Tagge (1971-72), 
and Oklahoma's Steve Davis (1974-75), in becoming the fourth 
quarterback in the past 50 years to lead a team to back-to-back 
national championships. 

“Chris Weinke is the leader of our team,” Florida State coach 
Bobby Bowden said. “Our kids will say that. | don’t have to say 
that. Sometimes you have a leader on offense that the defense 
will follow. All players follow Weinke.” 

Funny, sounds like Joe Tiller talking about Drew Brees ... 
or Jim Donnan about Quincy Carter ... or Frank Solich about Eric 
Crouch ... or Rick Neuheisel about Marques Tuiasosopo ... 
or Bobby Stoops about Josh Heupel ... or Cam Cameron about 
Antwaan Randle-El ... or, perhaps most pointedly of all, Frank 
Beamer about Michael Vick. 

Indeed, it’s a quarterback-rich season in college football. 

But even with the logjam of talented, experienced players at 
the top, Vick stands out. 

— Don Borst 
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Wisconsin’s 
Fletcher Willing, 
Able to Take on 

Anybody 


t's the closest football comes to the 
culture of basketball — a cornerback 
lining up against a receiver. 

They're out there alone, man against 
man. The winner and loser won't be 
obscured in the trenches. The result will 
be apparent to everyone. 

And they chat. 

“Oh, yeah, it's very much like basketball,” 
Wisconsin comerback Jamar Fletcher said. 

“It’s just you and the receiver, and 
you're going to see who's better. It’s 
funny. My freshman year, | never really 
talked noise on the field. But after | had 
a pretty good year, the next year, | would 
run out there and people on the sideline 
were talking noise to me. Then the 
receiver would start.” 

At 5-10 and 170 pounds, Fletcher might 
lack size, but he does not lack confidence. 

“| don’t start talking noise,” he said. 
“But | finish it.” 

Fletcher usually gets the best of the 
battles, verbal and non-verbal. He has 14 
interceptions in 21 games. Five of them 
he returned for touchdowns, a Big Ten 
career record. 

Think about that for a second: Few 
wide receivers enter their junior season 
with five touchdowns. Obviously he 
knows what to do with the ball once he 
gets it, having played option quarterback 
in high school — he once scored five 
touchdowns in a game. 

The thing about Fletcher is that you 
don't just have to try to beat him ... you 
have to try to keep him from beating you. 

He and the Badgers have won back to 
back Rose Bowls and now have their 
sights on the Orange Bowl this season — 
which means the national championship 
game. 

The biggest games bring out his best 
efforts. He had seven tackles, including 
six solos in the Badgers’ Rose Bowl vic- JAMAR FLETCHER 
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FIRST TEAM 


DL 
DL 
DL 
DL 
LB 
LB 
LB 
DB 
DB 
DB 
DB 

Pp 


Alex Brown 
Wendell Bryant 
Casey Hampton 
Jamal Reynolds 
Keith Adams 
Jashon Sykes 
Jamie Winborn 
Andre Dyson 
Jamar Fletcher 
Carl Nesmith 
Fred Smoot 
Dan Hadenfeldt 


SECOND TEAM 


DL 
DL 
DL 
DL 
LB 


_LB 


LB 
DB 
DB 
DB 
DB 

P 


Andre Carter 
Damione Lewis 
Richard Seymour 
Gerard Warren 
Pernell Griffin 
Dan Morgan 
Carlos Polk 
Robert Carswell 
Jarrod Cooper 
Maurice Hines 
Andre Lott 

Nick Harris 


6-0 
5-10 
5-10 
6-3 
6-1 
5-11 


HT 
6-4 
6-3 
6-6 
6-4 
6-3 
6-3 
6-2 
6-0 
6-1 
5-7 
5-11 
6-3 


DEFENSE 


260 
290 
300 
310 
240 
230 
250 
215 
210 
186 
185 
220 


SCHOOL 
Florida 
Wisconsin 
Texas 
Florida State 
Clemson 
Colorado 
Vanderbilt 
Utah 
Wisconsin 
Kansas 


Mississippi St. 


Nebraska 


SCHOOL 
California 
Miami 
Georgia 
Florida 

East Carolina 
Miami 
Nebraska 
Clemson 
Kansas State 
Marshall 
Tennessee 
California 


The best pure pass rusher in the college game. 
Best in big games, has had two great Rose Bowls. 
“Big Hamp” covers field better than many LBs. 
Latest in a long line of crazy ’Nole pass rushers. | 
Lives in opposing backfield (35 tackles for loss). 
Made 134 tackles despite bad shoulder in ’99. 

Has amassed 272 tackles in two seasons. 

Great cover guy in a league that needs them. 
Lindy’s National Defensive Player of the Year. 
Nesmith combines big hits with fine pass coverage. 
Talks the talk, walks the walk ... he can play. 

NU record-holder granted sixth year by NCAA. 


Sprinter who had 20 TFLs, 10 sacks in’99. 
Four-year starter has keyed team’s resurgence. 
Standout tackle in a league of fine D-Linemen. 
Meets Alex Brown at the quarterback. 

Junior already has more than 200 career tackles. 
On pace to become ’Cane’s all-time top tackler. 
Middle man in Huskers’ stifling defense. 
Four-year starter sets tone for fine Tiger defense. 
Slowed by injuries in ’99, ready for big 2000. 
Shuts down opposing WRs with Danny Derricott. 


_Consistent Vol steps to the forefront. 


Averaged 44 yards despite 14 pooch punts. 


tory over Stanford. A year earlier in the 
Rose Bowl, his 46-yard interception return 
for a touchdown off of a Cade McNown 
pass turned out to be the margin of vic- 
tory over UCLA. 

Against Michigan State last season, 
he locked up star receiver Plaxico Burress 
and had two interceptions in a rout for the 
Badgers. Against Purdue, he intercepted 
Drew Brees twice, including one in the 
fourth quarter that put the game out of 
reach, 

“| think what separates him is antici- 
pation,” Wisconsin coach Barry Alvarez 
said. “Having been a high school quarter- 
back, he can put himself in the quarter- 
back’s head. He can see things differently. 
A lot of guys have the speed and the 
physical attributes, but I think that some- 
where along the line, you need a feel for 
the game.” 

Fletcher was a cornerback and option 
quarterback at Hazelwood (Mo.) East High 
School near St. Louis. His brother Jason 
played receiver at Southwestern 
Louisiana. Because of his height, Jamar 
had no illusions about playing quarterback 
in college. But he thought his experience 
playing a lot of tight man-to-man cover- 
age in high school would serve him well. 


2000 


He chose Wisconsin in part because he 
saw an opportunity for playing time early 
in his career. The weather didn’t matter. 

“| wanted to play in the Big Ten, and 
I figured that anywhere | went in the Big 
Ten, there would be bad weather,” 
Fletcher said. 

He redshirted as a freshman, once 
playing the role of former Syracuse quar- 
terback Donovan McNabb for the scout 
team. The following year, he sprained an 
ankle on the first play of the season and 
missed two games. Soon, however, 
Fletcher established himself as someone 
with a knack for making big plays. 


Alvarez knew he had someone special. 


“Thad [current Pro Bowl corner] Troy 
Vincent here, and | had to convince him 
that he was a great player,” Alvarez said. 
“| had just had Todd Lyght at Notre 
Dame. First-round pick in the draft. Fifth 
overall. I told Troy, ‘You're bigger, faster, 
very physical.’ The kid looked up at me, 
and said, ‘Really?’ ” 

And Fletcher's confidence? 

“That's never a problem with Jamar,” 
Alvarez said. “He sauntered in here — and 
he was about 150 pounds soaking wet.” 

Like most cornerbacks, Fletcher is a 
Deion Sanders fan. Like Sanders, Fletcher 


wants to play some offense this season. 

The trick is convincing Alvarez. 

“| would love to play offense,” 
Fletcher said. “I joke around with him. 

I mean, I’m serious about it. He jokes 
around. | hope it'll happen.” 

Alvarez said it probably won’t happen. 

“| think about that sometimes,” 
Alvarez said. “I thought about it last year. 
When | see the ball in his hands, he has 
tremendous running skills. We'll use him 
on special teams and put him on the 
opponent's best receiver. I’m concerned 
about fatigue setting in.” 

Continuing the Sanders connection, 
Fletcher says he thinks he could have 
played professional baseball, which gives 
you an idea of just how confident he is in 
his athletic ability. 

For now, he just might have to be 
content with football, with defense, with 
getting ready for the NFL. 

“You can't go out there scared,” he 
said. “You have to approach every play 
like you're going to dominate the 
receiver. They’re the same way. They feel 
they can’t be stopped.” 

Fletcher will be happy to discuss any 
disagreements across the line of scrimmage. 

— Mark Alesia 
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») Tuiasosopo Scrambles Among Nation’s Elite 


MARQUES TUIASOSOPO 


he day before Halloween, Washington quarterback 

Marques Tuiasosopo hobbled up the stairs of Husky 

Stadium, looking like anything but the star of a 35-30 
victory over Stanford. 

If anything, he moved like someone coming to talk to the 
press about his game-ending injury or how he was going to 
deal with the disappointment of an injury that would keep him 
shelved for a significant period of time. 

Then he took a look at the game statistics. 

His eyes lit up as if he could suddenly visualize generations 
of football passing before him. 

“| had no idea,” Tuiasosopo said. “All | knew was | could 
barely walk.” 

Evidently he had no trouble running or passing. On that 
day, when he suffered severely bruised buttocks on the second 


the junior quarterback ran wild. Oh yeah, he also passed with 
versatility and accuracy on a vintage windy autumn afternoon in 
the Pacific Northwest. 

“| didn’t want to come out and wasn't going to come out 
unless | had to,” Tuiasosopo said. “That’s the coaches’ decision. 
| didn’t know what they were thinking. All | knew was, if I’m 
going to come out, they're going to have to take me out.” 

While Drew Brees and Michael Vick are the sexier names 
and better NFL prospects, Tuiasosopo did something that neither 
of those two, nor anybody else, has ever done in the history of 
Division | football. Tuiasosopo passed for more than 300 yards 
(302) and rushed for more than 200 (207) to upset Stanford, 
which was 5-0 in the Pac-10 prior to his brilliant performance. 

Nothing Stanford could do on this particular day could slow 
him down, not even an injury. Tuiasosopo ran the option flaw- 
lessly, scoring touchdowns of 30 and 10 yards. He threw effec- 
tively on the run or out of the pocket. He completed 19 of 32 
attempts, with one touchdown. 

For the season, he rushed for 541 yards and passed for 
2,221, leading Washington back from an 0-2 start to a 7-4 
regular-season finish — with only an overtime loss at UCLA 
keeping the Huskies out of the Rose Bowl. They then pushed 
seventh-ranked Kansas State to the brink in a 24-20 defeat in 
the Holiday Bowl. 

More than anything, this team was — and still is — all 
about Tuiasosopo. 

“He’s such a great athlete, it is hard to defend him,” Stan- 
ford strong safety Tim Smith said. “It is hard to disrupt him. You 
know you've got problems when you cover the pitch well, but 
you can’t get to the quarterback.” 

At 6-2, 215, Tuiasosopo is the classic athletic quarterback. 
Athletic enough that he was recruited by other programs as a 
safety, including by then-Colorado coach Rick Neuheisel. When 
Tuiasosopo arrived at Washington as a freshman, he had the 
understanding that he'd be given a first look as a quarterback ... 
although most observers figured he’d wind up on the defensive 
side of the ball before too long. 

Washington, after all, has been a proving ground for pure 
dropback passers for the past 25 years. One by one, the 
Huskies have arrived and left as 6-4, 225-pound flame throw- 
ers, guys who also could move just enough to avoid the rush: 
Guys like Steve Pelluer, Hugh Millen, Cary Conklin, Mark Brunell 
(OK, he avoids the rush better than most), Billy Joe Hobert, 
Damon Huard and Brock Huard. 

Although he’s not the pure thrower, Tuiasosopo’s mobility 
makes him a good fit for what Neuheisel needed in a quarter- 
back last season. 

Perhaps most significant “Tooey” is the natural leader the 
the Huskies need, Neuheisel said. That leadership showed in 
the victory over Stanford. 

“You talk about being capable of putting a team on your 
shoulders, that takes a special kind of kid to overcome an injury 
and set a record like that,” Neuheisel said. “After that game, he 
stood up and told the team how much he appreciated them 
and how honored he was to play with his teammates because 
they never say die, and then he promptly gave the game ball to 
the offensive line.” 

To put up a performance for the ages while injured is repre- 
sentative of his approach to life. 


play from scrimmage that would affect the rest of his season, 
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Top BACKFIELDS 


Top QUARTERBACKS 


1. FLORIDA STATE =” ™; Rk Name Yr Ht Wt College 
When a team wins the national championship and has its 1. Michael Vick So. 6-1 212 Virginia Tech 
quarterback and top three running backs returning ... 2. Drew Brees Sr. 6-1 215 Purdue 
well, you'd be hard-pressed to come up with a more-impressive back- = = 
field. That’s especially true in this day of leaving for the NFL early. 3. Quincy Carter Jr. 6-2 220 Georgia 
QB Chris Weinke (3,103 yards, 25 TDs in ‘99, and 707 yards from : 2 : 
breaking the FSU career record of 6,378 yards) shocked the college 4. Chris Weinke Sr. 6-5 240 Florida State 
football world by returning to be a 28-year-old senior. He gives the 5. Fric Crouch Jr. 6-1 195 Nebraska 
Seminoles a big edge, and so does the running back combo of Travis : : 
Minor and Jeff Chaney, who combined for 1,000 yards rushing last 6. Kurt Kittner Jr. 6-3 205 ~~ Illinois 
season. : 
Weinke is taking a shot at joining Nebraska's Tommie Frazier (1994- 7. AntwaanRandleEl Jr. 5-10 185 _ Indiana 
95) as the only quarterbacks in the past 25 years to lead a team to 8. Marques Tuiasosopo Sr. 6-2 215 Washington 
back-to-back national championships. : : 
2. NEBRASKA 9. Josh Heupel Sr. 6-2 210 Oklahoma 
” The Cornhuskers are counting ona cast of veteran running backs — 10. Romaro Miller Sr. 6-1 195 Mississippi 
along with JC transfer Thunder Collins — to give QB Eric Crouch the P u : F 
complete balance that makes their offense traditionally so powertul. I- 11. _Brooks Bollinger So. _6-2_ 207 __Wisconsin 
< Backs Correll Buckhalter, Dan Alexander and Dahrran Diedrick, and full- 12. Carson Palmer Jr. 6-5 220 Southern California 
back Willie Miller, accounted for more than 2,000 rushing yards last 
year. And here's a question: Does wingback Bobby Newcombe count 13. Ben Leard Sr. 6-4 225 Auburn 
O aspartate backilelat 14. Dusty Bonner Jt. 6-2 217 _ Kentucky 
3: MISSISSIPPI = SS 15. Ken Dorsey Jr. 6-5 195 Miami 
q Deuce McAllister is the No. 1 all-purpose running back in college ; : 
football ... and when he was banged up last year, Joe Gunn bolted to 16. David Garrard Sr. 6-3 235 East Carolina 
951 yards. QB Romaro Miller became a real play-maker last season, 
a) and looks fora big senior year before giving the job to heir apparent Eli 17._ Rashard Casey Sr. 6-1 205 _ Penn State 
a Manning, a redshirt freshman. 18. Drew Henson Jr. 6-4 218 Michigan 
4. GEORGIA 19. Ortege Jenkins Sr. 6-2 216 Arizona 
Sometimes, the sensational Quincy Carter can be a complete back- 3 . 
Lu field all by himself. But Jasper Sanks seemed to hit his stride last year 20. David Neill Jr. 6-5 202 Nevada 
~ in an 896-yard season, and the Bulldogs have some good young run- 21. Jesse Palmer Sr. 6-2 225 Florida 
ners, too. 
i ne Ha 4 
ee 5.MIAMD As 22. Woodrow Dantzler Jr. 5-11 200 Clemson 
The ‘Canes have an embarrassment of RB riches — four quality 23. Jason Thomas So. 6-4 240 UNLV 
guys, led by James Jackson, who will have to split the time. Sopho- 24. Vic Penn Sr. 6-1 180 Central Florida 
9 more QB Ken Dorsey is a keeper, although this will be his first year as a 
full-time starter. 25. Bart Hendricks Sr. 6-0 205 Boise State 
rm | 6. VIRGINIA TECH Fi Not rated due to injury: Ronald Curry (North Carolina), Major 
QB Michael Vick is a whole offense by himself, and Tech could have Applewhite (Texas) 
CG been close to No. 1 if Shyrone Stith had stayed in school. As it is, 
Andre Kendrick and promising sophomore Lee Suggs will be just fine. LINDY’S ALL-AMERICAN 


7. EAST CAROLINA _ — 


David Garrard took a lot of ribbing about being the widest quarter- 
back in Conference USA, but with 2,852 yards of total offense last year, 
now people call him the best. And with RB Jamie Wilson toting the 
pigskin, these Pirates are wildly productive. 


8. TEXAS CHRISTIAN 


Everybody knows about LaDainian Tomlinson and his national-best 
1,850 rushing yards last season, but sophomore QB Casey Printers is 
one to watch, too, and will carry a bigger load this season. 


9. MARYLAND 


RB LaMont Jordan is the marquee guy in the Terps’ backfield (he 
averaged 183.5 yards in the last six games), and improving QB Calvin 
McCall completes the package as Maryland finally gets to a bowl. 


10. ALABAMA 


The Tide’s doubly dangerous quarterback situation (Andrew Zow and 
Tyler Watts), and fine young stable of tailbacks offers the kind of depth 
that even teams higher on this list envy. 


No doubt his background in sports 
has something to do with it. His 
father, Manu Tuiasosopo, was a star 
defensive lineman at UCLA and 
played in the NFL for the 49ers and 
Seahawks. 

He has no fewer than 13 relatives 
who have competed in Division | 
sports, ranging from his father to his 
sister Leslie, who played volleyball 
at UW. 

“One minute he’s limping and can 
barely walk, then the next, he’s sprint- 
ing out on a 60-yard run,” guard Chad Ward said. “It’s an amazing 
testament to his character that he could pull through an injury and 
put up numbers like that. You kind of laugh to yourself and say, 
‘I'm glad I'm not a defensive player trying to contain him.’ ” 

— Mike Kahn 
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Every Point Scored = 


Bonus Points (Offense) 
Passing Yards over 300 = 
Rushing Yards over 200 = .. 
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Interceptions = 
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Tomlinson Sees No Goal As Unattainable 


LaDAINIAN TOMLINSON 


for honesty and ambition, then 

LaDainian Tomlinson wouldn't need 
the publicity machine that Texas Christian 
University is cranking up on his behalf. 
He'd win it in a landslide. 

“| would like to get 2,000 yards rush- 
ing and score anywhere from 20 to 30 
touchdowns,” said the young man who 


|: the Heisman Trophy were awarded 


clearly believes in setting lofty goals. “I'd 
like to be first team All-America and 
Player of the Year in my conference. I'd 
like to win the Doak Walker Award and, 
most certainly, win the Heisman Trophy.” 
Fair enough. 

If Tomlinson even remotely 
approaches those goals, he will help lead 
TCU into the Top 25, continuing one of 


college football's most remarkable turn- 
arounds that will take the Horned Frogs to 
their third straight bowl appearance. 

“And,” he adds before taking a 
breath, “I'd like to be the MVP of the bowl 
game, too.” 

If it sounds like “LT” can talk the talk, 
understand that he can also run the run. 

After all, Tomlinson outran Heisman 
winner Ron Dayne last season, leading the 
nation in rushing, with 1,850 yards (16 
more than Dayne). And Tomlinson has 
tread where no man has gone before — 
running for an NCAA Division I-A single- 
game record of 406 yards, on 43 
attempts, against Texas El-Paso. 

He is a ground hog in a conference 
famous for its aerial fireworks, which suits 
coach Dennis Franchione just fine. Espe- 
cially when some of his most difficult deci- 
sions involve Tomlinson’s assault on the 
record books. Tomlinson had 287 yards in 
the second half of that game against UTEP, 
sending statisticians to the record books 
and working furiously to get a message to 
Franchione in the waning moments of an 
otherwise forgettable game. 

“| remember we got ahead 17-0 in 
the first quarter, then turned the ball over 
a couple of times and got out of sync,” 
Franchione said. “It was 17-17 at halftime, 
and the other team’s offense was moving 
pretty well. We were struggling for direc- 
tion, and | finally said, ’Let’s just give the 
ball to No. 5 for awhile.’ ” 

With Tomlinson tearing up huge slices 
of real estate, the ball-control offense 
worked to perfection. The Frogs were 
within a few minutes of a 52-24 victory, 
when Franchione got the message from 
the press box. 

“They said, ‘Coach, if he gets 15 more 
yards he breaks the all-time — all-time — 
rushing record,’ ” Franchione said, repeat- 
ing himself for emphasis. “He had over 
390 yards rushing, and | had no idea, | 
was so ingrained into the game.” 

By the time he claimed the honor, 
Tomlinson might have been the last per- 
son at rollicking Amon G. Carter Stadium 
to realize he had rewritten the rushing 
record book. But that’s the way he is, 
even though he'll express confidence with 
his goals. 

“He’s a fine kid, a good person and a 
great team guy,” Franchione said. 
“LaDainian has gotten some attention, 
and deservedly so when you lead the 
nation in rushing and do something 
nobody has ever done in over 100 years 
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LINDY’S ALL-AMERICANS 


of college football. His teammates 
savor his success as their success and 
LT makes sure that feeling permeates 
to every one of them.” 

No wonder Franchione is so willing to 
deflect credit for TCU’s transition, saying, 
“In many ways, this is LT’s team.” 

Maybe so, but even Tomlinson 
wonders where his team might be had 
Franchione not arrived two years ago. 
Tomlinson and the rest of a senior class 
numbering 29 had endured, as fresh- 
men, a 1-10 season. 

Tomlinson could have had his pick 
of Big 12 schools, yet chose TCU 
because he wanted to play immedi- 
ately rather than be redshirted as a 
freshman. 

Now here he was second-guessing 
himself. 

Enter Franchione. 

“There were certainly times here 
when | was a freshman that it seemed 
like we didn’t have any hope at all. We 
were just really down and out,” Tom- 
linson said. “Then Coach Fran and his 
staff came along, and they instilled in 
us a confidence we never had before. They showed us how to 
win. They helped us realize we had the talent here, but we didn’t 
know how to use it. They taught us how to hold a lead and finish 
a ball game.” 

The other theory, offered by Franchione himself, suggests that 
the coaches just figured out their meal ticket was in the backfield 
and, as they did against UTEP and most every other opponent, put 
their fate on Tomlinson’s powerful legs. 

“The one thing we keep track of during a game is how many 
times he touches the football,” Franchione said, acknowledging he 
likes to give Tomlinson the ball between 25 and 40 times a game. 
“We make sure he carries the ball enough, and we don't alter our 
plan. We do what it takes to win the football game.” 

Seems to work. In two seasons since Franchione arrived, the 
Horned Frogs own a 15-9 record with bowl victories each season. 
They even earned a few votes in Top 25 balloting last season, 
making the probation that rocked the program in the early 1990s a 
distant memory. 

But not as distant as the only Heisman Trophy won by a TCU 
player. That happened in 1939, when Davey O'Brien won it. Three 
years earlier, Sammy Baugh finished second in the balloting. The 
closest a TCU player has come since was in 1986, when Kenneth 
Davis finished sixth in Heisman voting. 

In December, Tomlinson finished 14th among Heisman vote- 
getters and fourth in balloting for the Doak Walker Award. 

This season, with his entire offensive line returning, as well as 
his quarterback and fullback, the possibilities are limitless for a 
back whose style reminds Franchione of Dallas Cowboys star 
Emmitt Smith. 

“He’s the total package,” Franchione said. “He'll block. He'll 
catch the ball. And he has speed and power. That’s what makes 
him so special is that he has all the qualities. Not just the power. 
Not just the moves.” 


LAMONT JORDAN, MARYLAND 


— Keith Gave 


Rk Name 

1. LaMont Jordan 
2. Deuce McAllister 
3. LaDainian Tomlinson 
4. Anthony Thomas 
5. James Jackson 
6. Hodges Mitchell 
7. Travis Henry 

8. T.J. Duckett 

9. Cedric Cobbs 
10. Travis Minor 
11. Larry Ned 

12. Dan Alexander 
13. Ken Simonton 
14. Avon Cobourne 
15. DeShaun Foster 
16. Earnest Graham 
17. Jasper Sanks 
18. Cortlen Johnson 
19. Paul Arnold 

20. Chester Taylor 
21. Cedric Washington 
22. Damien Anderson 
23. Derrick Nix 

24. Delvon Flowers 
25. Deonce Whitaker 
26. Jamie Wilson 
27. Montrell Lowe 
28. Deon Burnett 
29. Ray Robinson 
30. Rocky Harvey 


Jr. 


5-11 


5-11 


5-10 
5-9 


Wt 

210 
220 
217 
225 
215 
190 
220 
255 
220 
190 
210 
245 
175 
190 
217 
214 
226 
195 
200 
199 
201 
208 
223 
185 
175 
205 
189 
210 
202 
180 


Top RUNNING BACKS 


College 
Maryland 
Mississippi _ 
TCU 

Michigan 
Miami 

Texas 
Tennessee 
Michigan State 
Arkansas 
Florida State 
San Diego State 
Nebraska 
Oregon State 
West Virginia 
UCLA 

Florida 

Georgia 
Colorado 
Washington 
Toledo 

Boston College _ 
Northwestern 
Southern Miss 
Arizona State 
San Jose State 
East Carolina 
Purdue 
Washington State 
N.C. State 


Illinois 


Not rated due to injury: Ricky Williams (Texas Tech), Luke 
Staley (BYU) 
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RECEIVERS 


Miami’s Moss-powered Offense Rolls Along 


Top RECEIVER CorPs 


1. PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh? Well, yes ... the school name doesn’t carry 

as much weight as others on this list, but the Panthers 
have a pair of playmakers Dan Marino would have been proud to 
throw to. 

A couple of things about Latef Grim: He’s largely underappreciated 
on a national level, but he’s a two-time All-Big East performer who 
hauled in a conference-record 75 catches last season. Very nice. 

Mix him with sophomore Antonio Bryant, and the Pitt passing game 
becomes lethal. Exhibit A: Bryant scorched Virginia Tech's nasty defense 
and NFL-bound corners for 215 yards on 13 receptions last season. 

Grim and Bryant combined for 126 catches and almost 2,000 yards 
in 1999, and should be even more productive this season. 

2. MIAMI Pas a = 

It's like the old days at wideout in Coral Gables. Santana Moss and 
Reggie Wayne are perhaps the most sensational duo of wide 
receivers in the country, but it is the depth of this group that makes it 
so imposing. Moss and Daryl Jones are collegiate sprint stars, and 
Andre King helps to provide big plays, too. 


3. UCLA 


Injuries held this group back last season, but Brian Poli-Dixon (he 
of the tall, lean, NFL-ready body) and Freddie Mitchell (he of the 
flashy NFL open-field moves) are ready to roll in 2000. Great recruit- 
ing classes make the UCLA reserves deep and capable. 

4. TENNESSEE = = 

A new Vols QB has every key pass receiver returning, and guys like 
Cedrick Wilson, Eric Parker and Donte’ Stallworth will make the tran- 
sition easier. This group was young in '99, imposing in 2000, and will 
be thoroughly frightening in 2001. 

5. KANSAS STATE _— = 


K-State tills the junior colleges as well as anyone, and that’s where 
it came up with sensational Quincy Morgan, who averaged nearly 24 
yards a catch last season. Aaron Lockett took care of some of the 
shorter stuff ... and has the speed to take it the distance, too. 


6. PURDUE a 


With that fabulous offensive system, Purdue would never be caught 
short of big-time targets, which include speedy Vinny Sutherland and 
all-conference tight end Tim Stratton. Somebody else will step up, too 
... perhaps former Parade All-American A.T. Simpson. 


7. FLORIDA STATE =— =a 
Peter Warrick is gone. Ron Dugans is gone. So why are these guys 
here? Well, there’s sensational soph Anquan Bolden and guys like 
Marvin Minnis and Atrews Bell, who were waiting in the wings. And 
mix in the top JC wideout in the country (Javon Walker). 


8. OHIO STATE __ a 


Ken-Yon Rambo has kind of been slapped with an “underachiever” 
label, although there isn’t much wrong with his production (41 
catches, 833 yards, six TDs). Reggie Germany has good size, good 
numbers, and better hands, too. 

9. ALABAMA 

Freddie Milons is the kind of player you can build an offense 
around, and with Shaun Alexander off to the NFL, Alabama will make 
Milons the focus of the offense, getting him the ball every which way. 

10.HAWAI —¥ 

June Jones signed five QBs in hopes of replacing Dan Robinson, 
and whoever ends up under center will have the benefit of throwing to 
Channon Harris, Craig Stutzmann and Ashley Lelie, who combined for 
155 receptions for 2,036 yards and 16 TDs last season. 


eerese iF 


SANTANA MOSS 


canes always seem to have aplenty. 

And 2000 is no exception, with offensive coordinator Larry 
Coker sitting up in his perch with any number of options available 
to him ... 

Should he bark into his headset to give it to running backs 
James Jackson, Clinton Portis or Najeh Davenport? 

Or let young gunslinger Ken Dorsey wing it to a plethora of 
talented receivers? 

Coker has more tools at his disposal than Bob Vila. Most of 
all, he has a former walkon. 

Lindy’s/SportsLine.com All-American Santana Moss returns 
for his senior season and should continue to be one of the most 
electrifying players in college football. 

Moss, a Peter Warrick-clone when it comes to making big plays, 
is the crowning jewel to an already star-studded ‘Canes offense. 

The 5-10 flashy wideout has been a riddle opposing defenses 
have been unable to solve. Clocked with 4.3 speed in the 40-yard 
dash, Moss can stretch defenses to their limits. He also can turn a 


T- at the skill positions is something the Miami Hurri- 
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LINDY’S ALL-AMERICANS short pass into a highlight-making 
touchdown jaunt. 

Last season, he finished with 54 
catches for 899 yards and six touch- 
downs. On special teams, Moss 
posed just as much of a threat — 
scoring two touchdowns while aver- 
aging 14 yards a punt return. 

And like any prime time player, 
Moss saved his best for the biggest 
games. In Miami's opener against 
Ohio State in the Kickoff Classic, Moss 
hauled in three passes for 115 yards 
and a touchdown. 

Against Penn State, he grabbed four 
passes for 67 yards and a touchdown. 

At intrastate rival Florida State, 
Moss had his national coming out 
party. He finished with nine recep- 
tions for 180 yards and two touch- 
downs, including an 80-yarder against 
a relentless Seminoles defense. 

To put it simply, every time No. 6 
was on the field for the Hurricanes, he 
| was a threat to put up points equal to 
_| the numeral on his jersey. 

“| consider myself a total threat,” 
Moss said. “If you need me to block, 
I'm going to block. IF you need me to 
go deep, I'll go deep. Need me to 
catch a one-yard pass and turn it up 
field, I'll do that. As far as punt 
returns and special teams, I'll do 
whatever it takes for me to be better 
and whatever it takes for us to win. 
Whenever the ball comes to me, I’m 
going to get the job done.” 

Moss has been able to get the 
job done thanks to a strong work 
ethic. He arrived at Miami as a 
walkon in 1997. Before the third 
game of the '97 season, Hurricanes 
coach Butch Davis awarded Moss 
with a scholarship. And he has been a mainstay in Miami's aerial 
assault ever since. 

“It’s all about working hard,” Moss said. “I’ve always been a 
hard worker. My mom taught me that hard work pays off, and 
that’s all I'm trying to do — work hard and get better. To me, if you 
want to get the things you want you have to work hard for them.” 

Moss returns for his senior campaign with expectations as 
high as his team’s. After toiling through a probationary period 
that limited scholarships, Miami is back to full strength. This year 
will be a pivotal year for Davis’ continued reconstruction of the 
program with home games against the two teams who met for 
last season's national championship in the Sugar Bowl — Florida 
State and Virginia Tech. 

The ‘Canes ended last season with their first Jan. 1 bowl (a 
Gator Bowl victory over Georgia Tech) since 1996 and a No.15 
ranking in the Associated Press poll. Miami is expected to finish 
where it left off a season ago — and so is Moss. 

“Last year is last year,” Moss said. “I can’t be concerned 
about what we did or what I did. That's in the past. We have a 


TODD HEAP, ARIZONA STATE 


SANTANA MOSS, MIAMI 


DAVID TERRELL, MICHIGAN 


Top WipDE RECEIVERS 


_Rk_ Name — Yr Ht Wt College ~— 
e ta ‘Santana Moss Sr. 5-10 175 Miami a 
2. David1 Terrell _ dS 6-3 _200 Michigan 
_ 3. QuincyMorgan  _——Sr._‘ 6-2 215 _~—_—«KKansas State 
_ 4. Ronney Daniels So. 6-1 207 Auburn = 
_ 5. Freddie Milons _ Jr. 5-11 183 ‘Alabama _ - 
= 7G Andre’ Davis _ Jr. 6-1 200 Virginia Te Tech 
wa _Latef ‘Grim Sr. 6-0 185 Pittsburgh = 
3 ze _ Kelly Campbell _ Jr. 5-11. 170 Georgia Tech 
ce _Arnold Jackson _ Sr. 5-8 160 Louisville 
10. _Nate Poole Sr. 6-1. 186 Marshall 
aie _ Kareem Kelly _ So. 6-1 185 — ‘Southern California 
124 _ Cedrick Wilson Sr. 5-10 170 Tennessee = 
_13. Terrence Edwards So. 6-2 175 Georgia _ 
14. Aaron Lockett __Jr. 5-7. 160 KansasState 
15. Brian Poli-Dixon — Jr. 6-5 218 UCLA a 
16. Freddie Mitchell Jr. 6-0 188 UCLA oe. 
17. JerelMyers ——So._5-11_ 169 __ LSU 
18. MarginHooks Sr. 5-10 175 BYU | 3 
19. JavonGreen _—— Sr. 6-2-2215 “Colorado — 
20. Khori Ivy Sr. 6-2 190 West Virginia 
_21. Vinny Sutherland Sr. 5-' 5-10 18 185 Purdue — 
522) _ Antonio Bryant _ So. 6-2 180 Pittsburgh 
23. Chris Chambers _——Sr._‘6-1_—- 206 ~— Wisconsin _ 
24. DeRonnie Pitts — Sr. 5-11 195 Stanford _ 
25. Reggie ¢ Germany _ Sr. 6-2 195 Ohio State 
26. Reggie Wayne Sr. 6-1 195 Miami 
27. Ken-Yon Rambo Sr. 6-1 190 _ Ohio | State —— 
28. Rod Gardner i Sr. 6-4 215 _ Clemson ? 
29. Kahlil Hill Jr 6-3 185 lowa 
30. Rodney Wright Sr. 5-9 175 Fresno State 


Rk Name — a ee ee itce Wie «Colleges = 
_ 1. Todd Heap _ Jr. 6-5 232 Arizona ‘State =< 
_ 2. Tracey Wistrom ; Jr. 6-5 220 Nebraska — 
3. Jabari Holloway Sr. 6-3 260 Notre Dame 
__ 4. Alge Crumpler Sr. 6-3 260 _North Carolina 
__5._ Marcellus Rivers Jr. 6-4 225 Oklahoma State 
6. Brandon ManumaleunaSr. 6-2 288  Arizona_ 
a“ me ; Terry Jones Jr. _Jr. 6-3 262 ~~ Alabama _ 
_8. Brian Natkin Sr. 6-3 245 UTEP , 
; 9. Tim Stratton _ oe Jr. 6-4 252 Purdue — 
10. Antoine Harris Sr. 6-4 250 Southern California 


lot of focus on our team right now, and that’s good. But it won't 
mean anything if we don’t continue to work hard and get better. 
That's what I’m trying to do as a senior. | really don’t say too 
much, | just go out there and try to lead by example.” 

Moss’ play on the field speaks for itself. And it is a big rea- 
son why big things are expected from him and the Hurricanes’ 
offense this season. 

“He's very important to our offense,” Coker said. “Not 
everybody has a player like a Santana Moss, who has that type 
of speed, that type of explosiveness as well as the ability to 
catch the football.” 

Oh, to have Larry Coker's headset. 


— Marcus Carmouche 
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Nebraska Sends Message Via Special Ground Delivery 
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DOMINIC RAIOLA (CENTER) 


he talk around college football was that Nebraska’s offen- 

sive line just wasn’t as good as it used to be. 

In 1998, the Cornhuskers’ rushing average of 254 yards a 
game ranked sixth in the nation, but was the lowest at Nebraska 
since 1976. 

Last year, the average was 266 yards, best in the Big 12 and 
fourth in the nation ... but, still, not impressive by Nebraska standards. 

But when it came right down to it, in the Fiesta Bowl against 
Tennessee, the 1999-2000 Nebraska offensive line sent a mes- 
sage. Special delivery against the vaunted Vols defense, the 
message covered 96 yards. 

And if that wasn’t enough, the Cornhuskers’ line hand-deliv- 
ered another, going the full 99 yards to make sure it was 
received loud and clear. 

Those two decisive second-half drives put away the Volun- 
teers in the 31-21 Fiesta Bowl triumph, a game that really wasn’t 
that close, considering the way the Huskers could move the ball 
at will in the second half. 

“That put an exclamation point behind the fact that they had 
developed into the kind of line that we wanted them to develop 
into,” coach Frank Solich said. 

The bulk of the line is back this season, with three of the five 
starters weighing in at over 300 pounds. Junior center Dominic 
Raiola and senior right guard Russ Hochstein are the hallmark 
players on what appears to be a special offensive line. 

Junior Dave Volk, who started at right tackle, will move to 
the left side to make room for sixth-year senior Jason Schwab, 
who sat out last season after having knee surgery. Taking over at 
left guard is 6-4, 330-pound sophomore Toniu Fonoti, who saw 
significant playing time last year. 

“People expect Nebraska to have the dominant offensive line 
that just crushes people,” said Raiola, a Lindy’s/SportsLine.com 
preseason All-American. “We were beaten four times in 1998, 
and a lot of times we didn’t show the dominance we had shown 
in the past, so we deserved the criticism. 

“But that last game against Tennessee, we proved the critics wrong.” 

Quarterback Eric Crouch insists he never doubted that the 


Top OFFENSIVE LINES 


1. FLORIDA STATE 

Can they do it again? 

Well, yeah, with what is seen as possibly the best offensive line in Tal- 
lahassee since ... well, since ever. 

Four starters return up front from an offense that averaged 425 yards a game. 
Tackle Tarlos Thomas and guards Justin Amman and Jerry Carmichael are the 
seniors ... but 6-6, 315-pound sophomore Brett Williams looks like he has the 
goods to turn out to be the best of all. 

It's up to them to keep the old man behind them upright (that would be quarter- 
back Chris Weinke rather than coach Bobby Bowden), as well as create more of a 
push for the rushing offense. 

2. ALABAMA 


Chris Samuels heads to the NFL ... and Alabama immediately plugs in the “next 
Chris Samuels.” Sophomore Dante Ellington moves from right tackle to the crucial 
left tackle spot and ‘Bama isn’t expected to miss a beat, not with three other starters 
coming back. 


3. NEBRASKA >. 


Nothing unusual here. Just lots of big, talented dudes ready to block out the sun 
... and any defensive players who happen to get in the way. Center Dominic Raiola 
leads a group of four returning starters (including Jason Schwab, who missed the 
1999 season with a knee injury). 
MICHIGAN 


Hey, haven't guard Steve Hutchinson and tackle Jeff Backus been at UM for like, 
eight years? These seasoned vets are the heart of a talented line that is expected to 
improve upon a 129.5-yard a game rushing average. 

5. WISCONSIN ae = = 

With a trio of four-year starters inside — LG Bill Ferrario, C Casey Rabach, RG Dave 
Costa — running up the middle sounds like a strong idea ... even without Ron Dayne. 
That experience in the middle will ease the way for two new tackles. 

6. ILLINOIS 


All five starters are back from a unit that held Michigan, Ohio State, lowa and 
Northwestern without a sack and made mincemeat out of Virginia in a bow! game. 
Left tackle Marques Sullivan and guard Ray Redziniak are all-Big Ten performers. 
7. VIRGINIA TECH 


Sometimes it seems as if QB Michael Vick doesn’t really need blockers, but Tech 
has a bunch of good ones. Four starters are back — notably guard Matt Lehr and 
tackle Dave Kadela — and there is depth a-plenty. 

8. TEXAS 


The last time the Longhorns had a veteran line, Ricky Williams won the 1998 Heis- 
man Trophy. This time, Hodges Mitchell is due to follow guard Roger Roessler and 
three other starters, including 6-6, 367 tackle Leonard Davis, to a big year. 

9. ARIZONA 

Center Bruce Wiggins, smart and bull strong, anchors a line that returns four 
starters and could even see an upgrade at the one vacancy — JC transfer Kevin 
Barry is ready to add his widebody to the mix. 

10. GEORGIA 
It's the Bulldogs’ depth that has them seeing plenty of room for offensive growth. 


Three starters return — most notably tackle Jonas Jennings, and sophomores Jon 
Stinchcomb and Kevin Breedlove. 


4. 


line would return to top form. 

“They took a lot of heat,” Crouch said, “and it showed a lot 
of character to come back at the end of the year and dominate a 
football game against Tennessee. That proved to the country that 
they're back where they want to be.” 

When Nebraska's offensive machine was running in high 
gear in the 1980s and 90s — winning 11 national rushing titles 
along the way — 400-yard games were the norm. But two years 
ago, because of heavy graduation losses, the Huskers had to 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICANS 


STEVE HUTCHINSON, MICHIGAN BEN HAMILTON, MINNESOTA 


_Rk_Name_ Yr Ht Wt _ College 

_1. Steve > Hutchinson Sr. 6-5 298 Michigan 

_ 2. Bill Ferrario __ Sr. 6-3 302 Wisconsin 

oe Russ Hochstein Sr. 6-4 290 Nebraska 
_ 4, Paul Zukauskas Sr. 6-6 282 Boston College 
_ 5. MattLehr _ Sr. 6-2 285 Virginia Tech 
_ 6. Josh Lawson _Jr. 6-5 295 ‘Virginia 

_ 7. Chad Ward __ Sr. 6-5 315 Washington 
_ 8. Josh Lovelady Sr. 6-3 320 Houston 

9. Toniu Fonoti So. 6-4 330 Nebraska 
10. _ Ray Redziniak Sr. 6-3 290 Illinois 

11. Brent Key — _ Sr. 6-4 280 Georgia Tech 
i120 ~ Shaun Mason — Sr. 6-5 295 Michigan State 
13. Steven Grace Jr. 6-2 271 Arizona 

“14. ~ Antwan Kirk- -Hughes Jr. 6-3 320 Texas 

15. Brian Polak Sr. 6-4 325 UCLA 


overhaul the line, and its inexperience showed. 

It took all the way until midseason 1999 for the big boys up 
front to start clicking. With opponents putting nine or even 10 
defenders “in the box” in early-season games, the Huskers gen- 
erated only 114 yards rushing against California and 119 against 
Southern Mississippi. 

“Even if you're Nebraska, you can't do much about that,” 
Raiola said. 

But in time, Nebraska’s offense became more diversified in 
response to opponents’ crowding the line, and the linemen 
became comfortable working with each other. 

The rushing numbers grew, even though the schedule pitted 
the Huskers against some of the toughest teams in the country. 
They bowled over Texas A&M for 335 rushing yards in a 37-0 
victory; rolled over Kansas State for 325 yards in a 41-15 rout; and 
bludgeoned Colorado for 356 yards in a 33-30 overtime triumph. 

“The fact we were able to just run the football and do it 
when they (opponents) knew we were going to do it was pleas- 
ing to everybody in the program and to the fans outside the pro- 
gram,” Solich said. “I think the offensive line is going to be very 
confident it can do those things again this year.” 

Nothing could have boosted the confidence more than the 
two long drives against Tennessee, the highlights of a 321-yard 
rushing performance. 

Each drive lasted 10 plays and ended with touchdowns that 
turned a 17-14 lead into a 31-14 advantage. On the second 
drive, the 99-yarder, the Huskers never passed. 

“We made a statement,” Hochstein said. “There was no 
better time for the Nebraska offensive line to shine.” 


KAREEM MCKENZIE, PENN STATE 


TARLOS THOMAS, FLORIDA STATE DOMINIC RAIOLA, NEBRASKA 


Rk Name Yr Ht Wt College 
1. Kareem McKenzie Sr. 6-7 321 Penn State 
2. Tarlos Thomas Sr. 6-5 320 Florida State 
3. Kenyatta Walker Jr. 6-5 301 Florida 
4. PorkChopWomack Sr. 6-3 336 Mississippi St. 
5. Leonard Davis Sr. 6-6 350 Texas 
6. Terrence Metcalf Jr. 6-3 300 Mississippi 
7. Brett Williams So. 6-6 315 Florida State 
8. Marques Sullivan Sr. 6-5 310 Illinois 
9. Jeff Backus Sr. 6-6 298 Michigan 
10. Joaquin Gonzalez Jr. 6-5 272 Miami 
11. Dave Kadela Sr. 6-6 290 Virginia Tech 
12. Dante Ellington So. 6-6 335 Alabama 
13. Chris Brown Sr. 6-6 315 Georgia Tech 
14. Jonas Jennings Sr. 6-4 302 Georgia 
15. Bernard Robertson Sr. 6-4 286 Tulane 


Rk Name Vin hte Wt College 
1. Dominic Raiola Jr. 6-2 295 Nebraska 
2. Ben Hamilton Sr. 6-5 283 Minnesota 
3. Casey Rabach Sr. 6-5 286 Wisconsin 
4. Bruce Wiggins Sr. 6-3 280 Arizona 
5. Paul Hogan Sr. 6-4 275 Alabama 
6. Sherwin Lacewell Sr. 6-2 290 East Carolina 
7. Seth McKinney Jr. 6-3 290 Texas A&M 
8. Randall Cummins Sr. 6-3 285 Kansas State 
9. Chris Lorenti Sr. 6-5 320 Central Florida 
10. Jeff McCurley Sr. 6-5 290 Pittsburgh 
11. Josh Melton So. 6-4 302 Arkansas 
12. Scott Peters Jr. 6-3 312 Arizona State 
13. Doug Rosfeld Sr. 6-4 279 Cincinnati 
14. Melvin Fowler Jr. 6-3 287 Maryland 
15. Rick Gilliam Sr. 6-6 325 West Virginia 


Not rated due to injury: Zac Zedalis (Florida) 


Plenty of motivation was provided by the Vols themselves. 
During the week of the game, a number of them said Nebraska's 
offensive line wasn’t as physical as it used to be. 

“They fired us up,” Raiola said. “No one should ever say 
Nebraska isn’t physical. That should have been a lesson learned 
for them.” 

And, perhaps, for anyone the Huskers are playing in 2000. 

— Eric Olson 
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Brown Ready to Just Point and Shoot 


Top DEFENSIVE LINES 


| 1. WISCONSIN 
i The Badgers were last seen holding Stanford to a minus-5 
yards rushing in the Rose Bowl. We'll call that foreshadow- 
ing. Wisconsin allowed just a tick over 300 yards per game last season, 
and opponents will be hard-pressed to match that . Heck, they'll be 
hard-pressed just to get past the Badgers’ first line of defense. 

Junior Wendell Bryant rules the middle, and gets bonus points for 
being a big-game big-play player. The rest of the gang has seen it all ... 
and usually handled it. Seniors John Favret, Ross Kilodziej and Eric 
Mahlik have combined for 89 starts. 

Yes, there will be more negative numbers in opponents’ futures. 


2. FLORIDA = we a 
The Gators have the go-nuts-from-the-corner pass rusher in Alex 
Brown and the, beat-you-up-the-middle pair of 300-pounders in Gerard 
Warren and Derrick Chambers ... and two other players with starting 
experience. All they need is to stay away from injuries, and they'll be 
the reason, that Florida could win its first SEC title in four seasons. 


3.TEXAS _ . 

All-American tackle Casey Hampton and Shaun Rogers spent more 
time in the opposing backfield than any duo in college football last sea- 
son, accounting for 48 tackles on the other side of the line. It’s up to 
sophomore Cory Redding at one end and a tag team on the other side 
to take advantage of foes when offenses close ranks inside in trying to 
keep out the active tackles. 


4. FLORIDA STATE 
Jamal Reynolds is the latest of the pass-rushing fools that have gone 
through Tallahassee like a tag team. If Roland Seymour can ever stay 
healthy, he might be even better, and David Warren is also productive. 
They need action inside after losing Corey Simon and Jerry Johnson to 
the NFL, but Bobby Bowden has not been known to recruit stiffs. 


5. ALABAMA : 
The Tide signed what was considered the best defensive line class 
maybe ever, but the talented newbies will just have to wait. Returning 
starters Kenny King, Kindal Moorehead and Kenny Smith hold down 
the fort in mighty-fine style. 


6. GEORGIA 4 
Give a defense one dominant defensive tackle, and the offense has to 
adjust its game plan. But with two 6-6, 300-pounders standing side-by- 
side, and it’s a monster headache for opponents. That’s Richard Sey- 
mour and Marcus Stroud, with a deep group around them. End Charles 
Grant was as impressive as any freshman in the country before a knee 
injury in the last game; he’ll be back, too. 


7. MIAMI 
The school that produced defensive tackles Cortez Kennedy, Russell 
Maryland and Warren Sapp in the past decade now unleashes fifth-year 
senior Damione Lewis. He has lots of friends to help destroy offenses. 


8. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
The Trojans are moving to a 4-3 front for a couple of reasons, not the 
least of which is that they have four linemen who have been dominant at 
times. The most intimidating is tackle Ennis Davis (who has battled 
injuries), with five players bringing starting experience to the trenchwars. 


9. SYRACUSE 
The Orangemen have been known for their offense over the years, 
but a veteran group up front, led by end Duke Pettijohn (10.5 sacks last 
year), will change thatfor the short term. 


10. MICHIGAN STATE 
The emphasis up front switches from the ends to the tackles, with the 
results expected to be about the same. Josh Shaw andJace Sayler pro- 
vide quality interior muscle. 


ALEX BROWN 


he decision was made last winter to give Alex Brown 

every opportunity to get to the quarterback in the 2000 

season. Every opportunity. 

Forget the rest of that stuff, Florida coaches told the junior 
defensive end. 

No more dropping in coverage. 

No more playing linebacker in certain defenses. 

Concentrate on one thing: “Get the quarterback!” 

It took all of one scrimmage in the spring to see the results: 
Brown had two sacks and was ordered off the field. He couldn't 
be blocked and was disrupting valuable scrimmage time for 
Florida's young quarterbacks. 

The Gators are hoping this will help Brown become more 
consistent in what he does best. He set a school record last sea- 
son with 13 sacks, including five against Tennessee in one of the 
most dominating games for a defensive player of the ‘90s. 

The problem is, there were times last season when Brown 
did little to determine the outcome of games. By the end of the 
season, he was “Up-and-Down Brown.” 

“We needed to simplify things for Alex,” said Florida defen- 
sive coordinator Jon Hoke. 

Unstoppable against Tennessee and Georgia, Brown was no 
factor against Florida State and Alabama. 

“| hear what people say,” Brown said. “I'll be the first to tell 
you that | need to be more consistent. But it’s more than just 
rushing the passer. People out there didn’t know what defense 
we were in, and when I was supposed to drop (in zone cover- 
age), and when | wasn't. 

“| want to do whatever I can to help make us champions 
again. If that means | need to rush every play and not worry 
about anything else, then that’s what I'll do.” 

Brown has taken steps this offseason toward becoming 
more of a force off the edge. He added 15 pounds and has lost 
no speed from his sub 4.6-40 time, and potentially could be the 
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CASEY HAMPTON, TEXAS 


ALEX BROWN, FLORIDA 


in 10 games? 


WENDELL BRYANT, WISCONSIN 


best end ever to play at Florida. 
That's saying a lot, considering the 
top two rush ends in the NFL last year 
-- Kevin Carter of the St. Louis Rams 
and Jevon Kearse of the Tennessee 
Titans -- are former Gators. With his 
speed, wingspan and strong upper 
body, Brown has been compared to 
Kearse ever since he was being red- 


| shirted as a freshman three years ago. 


There were times when the com- 
parisons were overbearing. 

“Alex is not Jevon Kearse,” says 
Florida defensive ends coach Jim 
Collins. “There are few players on any 
level that have that kind of athletic 
ability. But that doesn’t mean Alex 
can't be just as productive.” 

In his first two years, Brown actu- 
ally has been more productive in 
some areas than Kearse was in three 
years at Florida. Kearse had 16.5 
career sacks, and Brown has 15 
going into his third season. Brown is 
on pace to surpass all of Kearse’s 
career numbers. 

Both Kearse and Brown played a 
hybrid position at Florida, a rush end 
that dropped in certain zone blitz 
schemes. Now Brown will strictly rush 
the passer, concentrating on making 
game-turning plays. 

“We're going to try to get Alex 
Brown in tip-top shape so he can 
rush the passer every play,” said 
Florida coach Steve Spurrier. “We're 
not going to teach him all those zone 
drops we had him doing last year. 
What Alex does best is rush the 
quarterback. We have to take advan- 
tage of that.” 

For years, Spurrier has watched 
rival Florida State produce sensa- 
tional pass rushers. Now the Gators 
have a player and scheme to do it 
themselves. 

The question is, which Brown will 
show up? 

The one who had seven sacks, 
two forced fumbles, two intercep- 
tions and four pass deflections 
against Tennessee and Georgia? 

Or the one who recorded six 
sacks, forced three fumbles and 
deflected a grand total of one pass 


“| don’t necessarily think | play better in the big games,” 
Brown said. “It depends on who you're playing and what they're 
using to stop you. Some teams will leave a back in, or help out 


with the tight end. 


“Some teams will try to block you with one guy. | feel like if I'm 
one-on-one out there, there aren't many guys who can stop me.” 


21. John Schlecht _ 


Top DEFENSIVE ENDS 


a 
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Name 
Alex Brown 
Jamal Reynolds 
_ Andre Carter 
Karon Riley 
Julius Peppers _ 
Aaron Schobel 
Justin Smith 
_Kyle Vanden Bosch 
Duke Pettijohn 
10. Kindal Moorehead 
11. Will Overstreet _ 
12. Bryan Ray : 
13. Justin Kurpeikis 
14. Monty Beisel _ 


CHONDA ON =o 
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15. Dennis Johnson 


16. Grant Irons 
17. Larry Tripplett 


18. Dwayne Missouri _ 


19. Cedric Scott 

20. William Joseph 
21. Kenny King 

22. Kenyon Coleman 
23. Randy Garner 
24. Joe Tafoya ; 
25. Cory Redding _ 


Rk Name 


_ 1. Wendell Bryant 


2. Casey Hampton 
3. Gerard Warren 

4. Richard Seymour 
5. Damione Lewis — 
6. Shaun Rogers 

7. Ennis Davis 


_ 8. Mario Monds 


9. Mario Fatafehi 
10. Kris Kocurek 
11. Justin Bannan 
12. Marcus Stroud 
13. Terry Jolly 
14. Derrick Chambers 
15. Marcus Bell 
16. David Pugh 
17. Josh Shaw 
18. Jacob Waasdorp 
19. John Henderson 
20. Dan Klecko 


22. Eric Mahlik | 
23. Ryan Pickett 


24. Andy Aracri 


25. Ken Kocher 


Yr 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


~ So. 


Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


Sr 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr, 
Sr. 
Sr. 
So. 
So. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
So. 


Yr 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


Sr. 
See 


Sr. 
Sr. 


Show 
Sr. 


Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
So. 


Sr. 


Sr. 


Jr 


Sr. 
Jr. 


Ht Wt 
6-4 251 
6-4 254 
6-4 260 
6-4 248 
6-6 270 
6-4 244 
6-5 265 
6-4 270 
6-2 256 
6-3 293 
6-4 260 
6-3 250 
6-4 255 
6-3 255 
6-7 255 
6-5 275 
6-2 285 
6-5 265 
6-5 255 
6-5 290 
6-4 270 
6-6 278 
6-4 272 
6-4 255 
6-5 245 


Ht Wt 
6-4 298 
6-1 305 
6-4 300 
6-6 286 
6-3 285 
6-4 315 
6-4 300 
6-4 335 
6-2 305 
6-5 290 
6-3 290 
6-6 300 
6-2 290 
6-4 270 
6-2 305 
6-3 269 
6-3 280 
6-2 275 
6-7 290 
6-1 274 
6-1 204 — 
6-3 265 
6-3 200 
6-2 280 
6-4 211 


Not rated due to injury: Willie Howard (Stanford) 


College 
Florida 
FloridaState 
California 
_Minnesota =i 
North Carolina 
scl 
Missouri 
_Nebraska | 
Syracuse 
Alabama 
Tennessee 
Wake Forest 
Penn State — 


__ Kansas State _ 


Kentucky _ 
Notre Dame | 
Washington 
Northwestern 
Southern Miss 
Miami =< 
Alabama 
UCLA 
Arkansas 
Arizona 
Texas 


Not rated due to injury: Roland Seymour (FSU), Charles Grant (Georgia) 


College 
Wisconsin 
Texas 
Florida 
Georgia 
Miami 
Texas 
Southern California 
Cincinnati 
_Kansas State 
Texas Tech 
Colorado _ 
Georgia 
Clemson 
Florida 
Memphis _ 
Virginia Tech 
Michigan State 


_ California 


Tennessee _ 


_ Temple 


Minnesota 
Wisconsin 
Ohio State 
Miami (Ohio) 
UCLA 


Especially when he's being told to line up and just point 
and shoot himself at the quarterback. 


— Matt Hayes 
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LINEBACKERS 


PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


KEITH ADAMS 


n Keith Adams’ house, bedtime was 
enforced six nights a week. But not on 
Monday nights during football season. 
Adams was just three years old when 
he began to watch Monday Night Football 
with his father, Julius Adams, the former 
defensive end for the New England Patriots. 


“I was watching a game one night and 
I thought Keith was just staying up 
because | was. | didn’t know he was 
watching the game,” Julius Adams said. “I 
got up and turned the TV off because | 
was going to bed and Keith started 
screaming and crying. | turned the TV back 
on and he stopped crying. He was already 
into football.” 

To satisfy her son’s unquenchable 
thirst for football, Pat Adams taped the 
NFL games each Sunday so Keith could 
watch them during the course of the 
week. “It's amazing he was so young and 
into football,” Pat Adams said. “Football 
was truly his first love in life. Even now 
when he comes home, he gets out those 
old tapes.” 

That insatiable desire has carried Keith 
Adams to the top of the college game. 
The Clemson junior led the nation in tack- 
les last season, gobbling up ball carriers at 
a record rate. His combination of football 
smarts and swift feet carried him to 186 
tackles, including an amazing 27 stops 
against the Tigers’ hated rival, South Car- 
olina, in the regular-season finale. 

“It was just a magical year for him,” 
defensive coordinator Reggie Herring said. 


‘Too-small’ Adams Delivers Big 


Adams carries quite a burden into the 
2000 season. He's already broken the 
Clemson single-season tackles record, the 
Atlantic Coast Conference mark for tackles 
for loss (33) and the school record for 
sacks (16). His single-game records are 
too numerous to mention. 

But what Adams lacks in size (5-11, 
220), he more than makes up for in confi- 
dence and determination. 

“I know I can top last season. I’m very 
confident in that,” Adams said. “There’s 
no pressure on me at all, especially with 
the coaches and players | have around 
me. It’s not about the Keith Adams show, 
it’s about Clemson. Our goal is to win the 
national championship. | would have 
traded any amount of tackles for a national 
championship.” 

Adams was the cornerstone of coach 
Tommy Bowden’s first Clemson team. 
While Bowden came in flaunting his high- 
powered, fast-break offense, it was the 
defense that often enabled the Tigers to 
emerge victorious. They rebounded from a 
3-8 mark in 1998 to go 6-6, including a 
Peach Bow/! loss to Mississippi State. 

Even with balls constantly flying 
through the air on offense, it was Adams’ 


Top INSIDE LINEBACKERS OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


Rk Name Yr Ht Wt 
1. Jamie Winborn Jr 6-0 232 
2. Carlos Polk _ Sr 6-2 250 
3. Pernell Griffin Jr 6-3. 240 
4. Dan Morgan Sr 6-3 230 
5. Eddie Strong Jr 6-2 248 
6. Zeke Moreno Sr 6-3 245 
7. T.J. Turner Sr 6-2 255 
8. E. Westmoreland Sr 6-0 230 
9. Quenton Caver Sr 6-5 230 
10. Roylin Bradley Sr 6-1 230 
11. Sean Hoffman Sr 6-3 244 
12. Matt Smith Sr 6-4 247 
13. Torrance Marshall Sr 6-2. 245 
14. Ryan Gonsales Jr 6-2 240 
15. Kamal Shakir Jr 6-1—-238 
16. Robert Thomas Jr 6-2-2380 
17. Andra Davis Jr -6-1—-250 
18. Ben Taylor Jr 6-2, 217 
19. Kendrell Bell Sr 6-2 240 
20. Eric Brackins Jr 6-2-2383 
21. Treverance Faulk So 6-3 225 
22. Orlando Huff Sr 6-3 230 
23. Bradley Jennings Jr 6-3-2380 
24. De’Andre Lewis Jr 6-1_—-238 
25. Clifton Smith So 6-2 250 


Not rated due to injury: Marvin Constant (Alabama) 


College Rk Name 

Vanderbilt 1. Keith Adams 
Nebraska | 2. Jashon Sykes 
East Carolina 3. Saleem Rasheed 
Miami 4. Rocky Calmus 
Mississippi 5. Byron Thweatt 
Southern California 6. Jason Glenn 
Michigan State — 7. Markus Steele 
Tennessee 8. BrianAllen — 
Arkansas 9. Adam Archuleta 
Texas A&M 10. Akin Ayodele 
Minnesota 11. Ben Leber 
Oregon 12. John Favret 
Oklahoma 13. Boss Bailey 
Pittsburgh 14. Riall Johnson 
Memphis 15. Morlon Greenwood 
UCLA 16. Aaron Thompson 
Florida 17. Ben Mezera 
Virginia Tech 18. Patrick Chukwurah 
Georgia 19. Jason Loerzel 
Michigan 20. Ryan Nece 

LSU 21. Jarvis Green 
Fresno State 22. Jeremiah Pharms 
Florida State 23. Rick Crowell 
Texas 24. Marlon McCree 
Syracuse 25. Justin Ena 


Polley (Florida State) 


Yr Ht Wt College 

Jr. 5-11 220 Clemson 

Jr. 6-3 230 Colorado 

So. 6-3 220 Alabama 

Jr. 6-2 225 Oklahoma _ 
Sr. 6-2 233 Virginia 

Sr. 6-1 235 Texas A&M 

Sr. 6-3 220 Southern California 
Sr. 6-2 225 FloridaState — 
Sr. 6-0 213 Arizona State _ 
Sr. 6-3 250 Purdue 

Jr. 6-3 250 Kansas State 
Sr. 6-4 230 Wisconsin 

Jr. 6-3 220 Georgia 

Sr. 6-3 240 Stanford 

Sr. 6-0 234 Syracuse 

Jr. 6-1 233 = Maryland | 

Sr. 6-4 242 Minnesota 

Sr. 6-2 238 Wyoming 

Jr. 6-3 221 Purdue 

Jr. 6-2 224 UCLA 

Jr. 6-3 259 ~~ LSU 

Sr. 6-2 250 Washington 
Sr. 6-3 245 Colorado State 
Sr. 6-1 193 Kentucky 

So. 6-4 260 BYU 


Not rated due to injury: Brandon Spooon (North Carolina), Tommy 


play on defense that vaulted 
the Tigers back to respectabil- 
ity. Not bad for a guy who was 
neglected by a number of 
schools because he was con- 
sidered too small to play line- 
backer. He came out of 
Atlanta's Westlake High at 196 
pounds, barely big enough to 
play strong safety. But Adams 
had played — and flourished 
— at linebacker all of his life. 

As a sophomore last sea- 
son, Adams played at 210 
pounds. He’s up to around 
220 entering this season, his 
body marked by the ripples of 
muscle that begin at his tree- 
trunk of a neck and cover his 
shoulders and arms. . 

Regardless of his accom- 
plishments, he knows the 
questions about his height and 
weight will keep coming. 

“I'm really tired of hearing 
that,” Adams said. “You can't 
question a person just based 
on his size. You can’t judge 
what's in his heart. 

“| know what I can do. 

I don't worry about people 
underestimating me because if 
they do that, they're crazy. 
How can you underestimate 
the person who led the nation 
in tackles?” 

Adams takes heart in the 
emergence of several under- 
sized linebackers in the NFL 
such as Dallas’ Dexter Coakley, 
Tampa Bay’s Derrick Brooks 
and Miami's Zach Thomas. 
Sam Mills, formerly of Carolina 
and New Orleans, was a 
wrecking ball at just 5-9. 

Although he’s clocked at a 
moderately fast 4.5 seconds in 
the 40-yard dash, Adams’ 
speed on the field is considered his greatest asset. Teams 
simply couldn’t catch him to block him. 

“I don’t have outrageous speed, but | know when I’m 
on the field, | can catch anybody,” Adams said. “I’ve got 
what's like game speed. | can run a lot faster when I’m 
chasing somebody.” 

One day last spring, Adams passed through Clem- 
son's athletic offices and saw a magazine with baseball's 
Frank Thomas on the cover. Next to him were the words: 
“Don’t question my desire.” 

That seemed to hit home for Adams. His desire is 
measured in tackles. And with Adams, that’s the only 
measurement that counts. 


KEITH ADAMS, CLEMSON 


JASHON SYKES, COLORADO 


JAMIE WINBORN, VANDERBILT 


— Michael Smith 
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Top LINEBACKER Corps 


1. TEXAS A&M : ‘ee 

Aggies coach R.C. Slocum loves linebackers. He builds his defenses 
around them, which some say means he builds his whole team 
around them. And these linebackers are worth building a team around. 

For starters, Jason Glenn, Roylin Bradley, Cornelius Anthony and Brian Gam- 
ble return as starters, giving the Aggies more experience at linebacker than is 
probably fair. Last season, they amassed 46 tackles behind the line of scrim- 
mage, 15 of them when opposing quarterbacks had a notion to throw the ball. 
Glenn and Anthony each forced three fumbles last season, indicating that they 
don't politely ask ballcarriers to take a knee. 

But the depth is where it really gets out of hand: backups like Christian 
Rodriguez, Harold Robertson, Jared Morris and Damien West would start at 
most schools. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA . ; ea 

The Trojans have two of the purest of linebackers: Zeke Moreno, who tracks peo- 
ple down and clobbers them in the middle, and the imposing Markus Steele on the 
weakside. Steele is imposing enough, in fact, to get to wear the No. 55, which NFL 
standouts Junior Seau, Willie McGinest and Chris Claiborne wore -- and he fills it 
out well, rating as the most feared defensive player in the Pac-10. What's more, 
players like Darryl Knight and Kori Dickerson are terrific athletes, too. 


MICHIGAN STATE = es See 

What makes new head coach Bobby Williams happier than a new five-year 
contract? A linebacking crew so good that multi-talented T.J. Duckett can stay 
at running back. The Spartans have all the T.J. they need on defense — T.J. 
Turner, who is moving to the outside this season in more of a pass-rushing 
role, ala Julian Peterson. 


FLORIDA STATE 


9. MARYLAND 


Back are Tommy Polley, Brian Allen and Bradley Jennings, the three leading 
tacklers who were credited with 302 total tackles on the national championship 
team. Polley sustained a knee injury in the Sugar Bowl, but expects to be back 
in the lineup in September. 


GEORGIA Lae oe eS ere be 

There's a Will for the Boss to ring the Bell in Sanford Stadium this season. 
Sorry, you didn't deserve that. But Will Witherspoon, Boss Bailey and Kendrell 
Bell are solid, and Adrian Hollingshed (the 1998 starter in the middle) is back 
after an injury cost him 1999. 


Sophomore Saleem Rasheed, the Tide's leading tackler as a freshman (84), 
has the goods to be an All-American, like, right now. Alabama needs middle 
‘backer Marvin Constant to bounce back from a late-season knee injury. 


SYAMIVAGANIT 


10. LSU 


This is where the Wolverines’ depth comes into play. Stalwarts lan Gold and — 
Dhani Jones are out ... but guys like Victor Hobson, Eric Foote and Eric Brack- 
ins ensure that the beat goes on... and on... andon... 


VIRGINA  ——s 

It's a deep and talented group, paced by steady senior Byron Thweatt. Team- 
mates Donny Green and Angelo Crowell have big potential ... and big ques- 
tions. Green is returning from a year of academic probation; Crowell is a raw, 
though spectacular, sophomore. 


~ Atrio of starters, all juniors, averaged 31.2 tackles a game last season. Aaron 
Thompson has fun on the outside (17 tackles for loss) while Marlon Moore and 
Kevin Bishop clean up the middle. 


Gerry DiNardo wasn't allowed to stick around to-see the spoils of his 1999 
recruiting class, which included in-state LBs Treverance Faulk and Bradie 
James. Their play last season was a teaser to big, big things. 
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Smoot and Prather: Top Dogs in the Pound 


bal 


yards per game. 


PIG PRATHER 


t isn’t as though Fred Smoot and Pig 
Prather are the only defensive players 
back at Mississippi State. 

It just seems that way. 

Smoot and Prather, perhaps the best 
corner-safety duo in the country, are the 
recognizable names from the nation’s No. 
| defense. Recognizable to opposing 
offensive players and coaches, anyway. 

And when guys named Smoot and 
Pig (actually, Edward) are the high-profile 
names, obviously this is a defense that 
gets its reputation on the way they play 
rather than their household names. 

The Bulldogs have 13 other players 
who split time with the eight departed 
senior starters who helped Joe Lee Dunn's 
“Dog Pound” wreak havoc on the SEC last 
year, when they allowed a measly 222.5 


But make no mistake, Smoot, a senior 
cornerback, and Prather, a junior safety, 
will headline a unit that expects to 
resume its seat at the top this season. 

“That's our No. | goal,” said Smoot, 


TOP SECONDARIES 


| 1. WISCONSIN : 
LL Let's start with the best defensive player in college football, 
and put with him another corner who can really cover, and 
mix in a safety who does his thing as a sure tackler. 

It's quite a concoction, one that fits the formula for an ideal sec- 
ondary, and why it was the fifth-ranked pass defense in the country 
last season, intercepting 18 passes while allowing foes to complete 
barely 50 percent of theirs for just eight touchdowns. 

Cornerback Jamar Fletcher, the Lindy's/SportsLine.com preseason 
defensive player of the year, has returned five interceptions for TDs. 

Safety Jason Doering is nails, and junior cornerback Mike Echols has 
4.3 quickness. The remaining starter — the strong safety — figures to 
be Devery Hughes or former tailback Eddie Faulkner. 


KANSAS STATE 

Don't bother passing against these guys ... it's a losing proposition. 
Last year, the Wildcats gave up five passing touchdowns, and scored 
five touchdowns among their 21 interceptions. No wonder they posted 
by far the best passing-efficiency defense since the NCAA started 
keeping the stat 1990. 

Now three starters are back, All-America strong safety Jarrod Cooper 
and starting cornerbacks Jerametrius Butler and Dyshod Carter. . 


MIAMI 

There wasn't a tougher secondary late in the '99 season. Get this: 
Entering this season, the ‘Canes haven't allowed a touchdown pass in 
27 quarters — and they faced Michael Vick and Joe Hamilton in that 
span. Everybody is back, notably free safety Al Blades. 


OREGON STATE 

Dennis Weathersby is the Pac-10's most feared cornerback ... and 
he's only a sophomore. He's good, and he'll have the same cast 
around him as last season, when OSU ranked ninth in the country in 
passing efficiency defense. 


5. MARSHALL 
It's harder to evaluate players from a smaller conference, but Mar- 
shall players have turned out to be the real deal recently, so why not 
cornerbacks Maurice Hines and Danny Derricott? With this pair (nine 
INTs in 1999), there is no weak side to throw to. 


6. FLORIDA . 
After giving up more than their usual complement of big plays, the 
Gators now have the experience to go with their speed. Their top five 
defensive backs return from last season, when their 13 INTs topped 
their 12 TDs allowed. 


7. FLORIDA STATE 
As usual, the Seminoles used a lot of players in the secondary last 
season, which makes the loss of two ‘regular’ starters less damaging. 
In fact, the four players who started against Florida and in the Sugar 
Bowl are all back after FSU's 22-interception season. 


8. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
The Bulldogs lost several key players from last year’s terrific sec- 
ondary, yet, cornerback Fred Smoot and safety Pig Prather make for a 
fine nucleus to build from. 


9. TEXAS 
You gotta love a player named Quentin Jammer at cornerback, and 
that's exactly what the ‘Horns have. Jammer, the team's best DB in 
‘98, lost almost all of ‘99 to a shoulder injury, but is back strong to 
help a unit that returns nearly intact and was 12th nationally against 
the pass last season. 


10. CLEMSON 
The unit must overcome the loss of two starters, but with Robert 
Carswell and Alex Ardley around, the fall-off won't be severe. They 
combined for 11 interceptions last season, and both players are fierce 
hitters. 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICANS — the nation’s No. 1-rated junior college 
defensive back before moving to T S 
Starkville. “With the top defense and O 7 AFETI ES 


our offense having another year of 


experience, folks won't want to mess Rk Name Yr Ht Wt College 
with the Bulldogs.” 1. Carl Nesmith Sr. 6-3 215 Kansas 
. Robert Carswell Sr. 6-0 215 Clemson 


It's no coincidence that when Bull- 


d : Phil Sil 3. Jarrod Cooper Sr. 6-1 205 Kansas State 
°8 equipment YEG CATS NEE 4. Derrick Gibson Sr. 6-2 207 Florida State 
handing out jerseys last fall, No. 2 was 5. AlBlades Sr. 6-2 200 Miami 
waiting in Smoot’s locker. 6. Dee Miller Sr. 6-1 195 Hawaii 
After all, that jersey number is a 7. Pig Prather Jr. 6-3 192 Mississippi St. 
right of passage for college cornerbacks 8. LeoBarnes _ Sr. 6-0 182 Southern Miss 
‘ with the skills and bravado to wear the - Anthony Limbrick Sr. 6-1 205 _ Fresno State 
= same digit on their chest and back that poe Jason Boormg rl ae en 
JAMAR FLETCHER, WISCONSIN ; 11. Hakim Akbar Jr. 6-1 195 Washington 
Deion Sanders and Charles Woodson 12. MarquandManuel Jr. 6-0 203 ‘Florida 
wore during their undergrad days. 13. Ramon Walker So. 6-0 190 Pittsburgh 
Smoot has both the skills and the 14. DeWayne Patmon Sr. 6-0 190 Michigan 
bravado ... and he backed it up. He 15. Julian Jones Sr. 5-11 188 Missouri 
intercepted six passes and was named ‘6. parte Greenwood se = * North Gar cine 
i : E ris Hope r.  6- orida 
SSO eee ee ie es 18. Idrees Bashir Jr. 6-3 202 Memphis 
ht Every, passing attac in the SEC. 19. Quentin Harris Jr. 6-0 206 Syracuse 
And in Dunn's defense, the corners 20. Cory Bird Sr. 5-10 215 Virginia Tech 
are truly alone in coverage. 21. Curtis Fuller Sr. 5-10 191 TCU 
“That's the reason | came here,” 22. Reggie Myles Jr. 5-11 185 Alabama 
said Smoot, a 6-1, 180-pounder from 23. Michael Jameson Sr. 5-11 185 Texas A&M 
Provine High in Jackson, Miss. “I came 24. Anthony Wajda Jr, 6-1 189 Kentucky 
fonlay farceach d the b 25. Ed Reed Jr. 6-0 190 Miami 
2 ole ore eS lite e'best Not rated due to injury: Bobby Jackson (Illinois) 


defense in the country.” 

And as far as the jersey number? 

“If you're for real what other num- 
ber would you want?” Smoot said. “I’m 
for real.” 

Prather is, too. A star tailback at 
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Rk Name Yr Ht Wt College 
tiny Faulkner (Miss.) High, Prather 1. Jamar Fletcher Jr. 5-10 170 Wisconsin 
spent his freshman season as a backup 2. Fred Smoot Sr. 6-1 173 Mississippi St. 
to J.J. Johnson. 3. Andre Dyson Sr. 5-10 174 Utah 
State coach Jackie Sherrill, though, 4 faunce Hines = : a ine Morehall 
didn’t like seeing one of his team’ eles LG sie Clg 
Aly wanes Satie st bon a 6. Jimmy Williams Sr. 5-10 193 Vanderbilt 
7. Dennis Weathersby So. 6-1 203 Oregon State 
crowded backfield when he could start 8. Dempsey Dees Sr. 5-10 174. Boise State 
at free safety. 9. Willie Middlebrooks Jr. 6-2 190 Minnesota 
Two of his interceptions sealed 10. Danny Derricott Sr. 5-8 159 Marshall 
wins in the Bulldogs’ 10-2, Peach Bowl 11. Antwan Simmons a at res seuthem ea 
championship season. He was alsoone 12 Renaldo Hi eae a ichigan State 
of the SEC's Beat return men, averaging poder eety oeotes OSA S TNA 
Pies! 14. Nate Clements Sr. 6-0 190 Ohio State 
more than 29 yards on kickoff returns. 15. Eric Kelly Sr. 5-11 198 Kentucky 
“Last year | was learning from all 16. Antonio Roundtree Jr. 5-7 185 Louisville 
those other guys,” Prather said. “I was 17. Kevin Thomas Jr. 5-11 180 UNLV 
freelancing a lot of the time before. 18. Mike Rumph Jr. 6-2 195 Miami 
Now that | know my stuff and have 18. nevus Graver “4 ae es Nebraska 
meee . Mike Echols fe 5" isconsin 
been through the Wale BES NSO ANT 21. Dyshod Carter Sr. 5-10 180 Kansas State 
it up another level. 22. Clevan Thomas Sr. 6-0 175 Florida State 
That could be tougher without 23. Brock Williams Sr. 5-10 190 Notre Dame 
Bean, safety Ashley Cooper (another 24. Milo Lewis Sr. 6-0 188 Alabama 
NFL pick) and senior four-year starting 25. Errol Hood Jr. 5-11 195 North Carolina 
safety Tim Nelson. Not rated due to injury: Quentin Jammer (Texas), Rashad Bauman 
“Honestly, we have more players (Oregon) 
coming back than we lost,” Smoot 
said. “I don’t want to disrespect any of my team- the 1999 season. That’s the way he planned it, 
mates from last year, but I’m not sure we're not rotating his first and second string everywhere but 
even more talented this time around.” the corners all last season. 


ANDRE DYSON, UTAH Dunn made similar statements at the end of — Sekou Smith 


Special Teams are Huskers’ Ace In the Hole 
ToP SPECIAL TEAMS 


LINDY’S ALL-AMERICANS 


or a team to win the national 

championship -- witness 

Florida State in 1999 and Ten- 
nessee in 1998 -- they'd better have 
a kicking game to brag about. 
Nebraska certainly does in 2000, 
which is a key reason why Lindy’s 
Football Annuals has given the 
Huskers the nod to emerge from 
the Orange Bowl on Jan. 3 with the 
national championship. 


1. NEBRASKA —_ 
For good measure, snapper John Garrison is back ... and since he's not expected to mess up 
this season, this might be the last you hear of him. 


2. WISCONSIN 
The Badgers score with Vitaly Pisetsky (16 of 20 FGs, including 14 in a row in one stretch), 
they pin opponents back with Kevin Stemke (43-yard career punting average), and they take it 
up the field on returns (Nick Davis has scored with both a kickoff and punt). 


; : : , _3. KANSAS STATE 

___ Its arich special teams history We acknowledge David Allen as the nation's best “all-purpose* player. We acknowledge Jamie 
in Lincoln, where they were down- Rheem as the best kicker. Coach Bill Snyder acknowledged the punting needed work, and 
right amazing in '99 ... and virtually signed freshman Jared Brite. 

all of the key players return. 4. FLORIDA 


aL Hadenbaldt Setia SCHOO! Jeff Chandler made 21 of 24 field goals last year, and Bo Carroll was forcing people to kick away 
sce °y SSeS 45 yards a from him after returning a KO for a TD and showing his hand as one of the best punt retumers in the 
punt, with only eight of 63 going country. Alan Rhine is a solid punter, averaging 40 yards with only three touchbacks. 


into the end zone. 5. TENNESSEE 
Combine his efforts with the 7 
coveraue toarh and the oe erehian Punter David Leaverton not only has a good leg, but offers the coverage team good hang time 
s P and even has a knack for the coffin corner. The world-class speed of Leonard Scott (27-yard 


team, and youll notice that the average) makes him one of the most feared kick returners in the country. 
punt teams gave Nebraska an edge 
6. MISSISSIPPI 


ee ati 2 Les Binkley is accurate (16 for 22 FGs, 39 for 39 PATS), and good in thet ker, as h 
exchange of punts. He’s a differ- es Binkley is accurate (16 for 22 FGs, 39 for s), and good in the pressure cooker, as he 
8 P showed with his last-second game-winning FG in the bowl game against Oklahoma. Deuce McAl- 


ence-maker, and difference-makers eet pee ae ; 
; : ; lister is a sensational kickoff returner (26-yard average), and also will return punts. 
win national titles. 


Then take into account that the ’ 7. MINNESOTA ee E 
Huskers blocked a preposterous 10 He gets to kick in the cozy climate-controlled confines of the Metrodome so it only stands to 
figure that Minnesota kicker Dan Nystrom will improve upon his freshman outing which saw 
him connect on 17 of 21 field goals, including four for six from 40 yards out, with a long of 51. 


8. VANDERBILT : 
Jimmy Williams averaged 22.1 yards on kick returns last year, and broke a punt return fora 
touchdown. Vandy also has a solid double-threat leg in John Markham (40.8 yards per punt; 
12 of 16 FGs). 


9. UCLA 
Return men such as Lovell Houston and Freddie Mitchell -- and any ‘number of other excellent 
skill position people UCLA wants to put out there -- make this unit special. 


10. MICHIGAN 
Hayden Epstein has one of those legs that coaches would like to bronze and keep around for- 
ever: He's hit a 56-yard field goal, averages 40 yards on punts, and routinely boots the ball 
into the end zone on kickoffs. 


NERS | TOP KICKERS 


kicks last season (seven punts, 
three field goals), with Kyle Vanden 
Bosch (3) the leader. 

And returns? Bobby New- 
combe (18-yard average) and Joe 
Walker each have taken punts back 
for touchdowns. In 1998, Walker 
returned a punt, a kick and an inter- 
ception for scores. 

If Josh Brown's stats of 14 for 
20 on field goals look to be only 
adequate, consider that he was a 
freshman, and made eight of his 
last nine. 


DAVID ALLEN, KANSAS STATE 


Top RETUR 


TOP PUNTERS 


Rk Name Yr Ht Wt College Name College Name College 

1. DanHadenfeldt Sr. 5-11 195 Nebraska David Allen 7 e Kansas State fi Jamie Rheem : 2 a Kansas St. 
2. Nick Harris Sr. 6-3 220 California 2. BobbyNewcombe Sr 6-0 195 Nebraska 2. Vitaly Pisetsky Sr 5-10 228 Wisconsin 
3. Ray Cheetany Sr. 5-11 180 UNLV 3. Santana Moss Sr 5-10 175 Miami 3. Dan Nystrom So 5-11 195 Minnesota 
4 David Leaverton Sr. 6-4 210 Tennessee 4. Steve Smith Sr 5-8 177 Utah 4. Ryan White Jr 5-9 182 Memphis 
5. Craig Jarrett Jr. 6-2 206 Michigan St. 5. Freddie Milons Jr 5-11 183 Alabama 5. Jeff Chandler St 6-2 206 Florida 

6. Kevin Stemke Sr. 6-2 187 Wisconsin 6. Nick Davis Jr 5-10 180 Wisconsin 6. Kris Stockton Sr 5-9 195 Texas 

8. Dave Zastudil Jr. 6-4 230 Ohio 7. Bo Carroll Sr 5-9 165 Florida 7. Hayden Epstein Jr 6-2 200 Michigan 
7. Keith Cottrell Sr. 6-4 205 Florida State 8. Dallas Davis Sr 5-10 175 Colorado State 8. Mike Biselli Sr 5-10 180 Stanford 
9. Damon Duval So. 6-0 175 Auburn 9. Kahlil Hill Jr 6-3 185 lowa 9. Les Binkley Sr 5-9 170 Mississippi 
10. Casey Roussel Sr. 6-1 223 Tulane 10. Leonard Scott So 5-11 170 Tennessee 10. Scott Westerfield Sr 5-10 181 Miss. State 
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KING OF THE HILL 


Bat Cornhaskers are expert climbers 


by Don Borst 


are through 2006) ... so let’s just forget about this playoff stuff and 
concentrate on the games instead of the political football. 

College football is, after all, all about games — as in, kids’ 
games like King of the Hill and Tag, and our favorite, Kick the Can. 

The reality is that, more than ever, like it or not, college 
football's postseason is more about bowls than ever, with 
the glut reaching 25 games. 

And, more than ever, only one bow! really, 
truly matters. This season, THE bowl is the \ 
Orange Bowl. <a N¢ 

Win the Orange Bowl, and “Tag, you're it.” > 

It's Miami's turn to host the big 1 vs. 2 Bowl Cham- 
pionship Series title game, and there’s every reason to 
think that defending national champion Florida State will 
find its way downstate. 

The Seminoles have been up around the top of the college 
football world ever since their incoming freshmen were barely 
walking, and since their current seniors learned to throw a sta 
(well, their current seniors other than 28-year-old quarter- = 
back Chris Weinke, who was able to throw 
a spiral five years before most of his team- 
mates were born). 

Nobody is more accustomed ( ( 


O: let's all recognize that the bowls are here for a while (contracts now 


to being at the top of the Top 25 — 
other than the Nebraska Cornhuskers, 
who have been residing there 

for decades. 

These are the two biggest, bad- 
dest players in the annual King of the 
Hill battle. They have combined to 
win five of the past seven 
national championships (three for ( \ 
Nebraska, two for FSU). 

They do so by being the fastest, 
biggest, boldest dudes to fly around the 
neighborhood and Kick the Can. You @ 
know they're coming, but they're 
still just too fast, too big, and dad- 
gum it, too intimidating ... so = 
more often than not, the other 
kids just get out of their way. ? 

This time, itlooksas 
though the cans the Huskers 
and Seminoles have to kick in 
the Orange Bowl on the 
night of Jan. 3, 2001, ulti- 
mately will belong to 
one another. 


AN. 
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Breaking Down 
the Big Bowls 


It's the Orange Bowl's turn to host the national 
championship game in the Bowl Championship Series 
rotation, followed by the Rose Bowl next season. 

That means the folks in Miami are amid a wild, 
intense year of preparation, but at least they have a 
one-year respite from worrying about getting a good 
matchup and selling tickets. 

Remember, the champions of the SEC, Big Ten, 
Big 12, ACC, Pac-10 and Big East are guaranteed 
spots in the four biggest bowls, with the other two 
spots filled by the teams most attractive to the bowls. 


Orange Bow] 
Miami, Fla. 
January 3, 2001, 8 p.m. ET 
The matchup: 
National championship game 
Likely contestants: Pick two — Nebraska, 

Florida State, Wisconsin, Alabama and Miami ... 
those are our choices to win their respective leagues 
and potentially finish No. 1 or No. 2, with the top 
two in the BCS combo-rankings (a combination of 
computers and voters) squaring off for the title. 


Rose Bow] 


Pasadena, Calif. 
January 1, 2001, 5 p.m. ET 
The matchup: 

Pac-10 champion* vs. Big Ten champion* 

Likely contestants: Washington or USC vs. Wis- 
consin or Michigan. Fortunate to get a Cinderella 
team almost every year, the Rose could see the Big 
Ten champion reach the Orange Bowl ... would inter- 
est rise or fall with an “outsider?” 


Fiesta Bow] 
Tempe, Ariz. 
January 1, 2001, 8 p.m. ET 
The matchup: 
Big 12 champion’ vs, at-large 
Likely contestants: Nebraska or Kansas State vs. 

Michigan or SEC runner-up. The Fiesta could be stuck 
with two long-range teams if Nebraska gets to the 
Orange Bowl this season and K-State doesn't go 10-1. 


Sagar Bow] 
New Orleans, La. 
January 2, 2001, 8 p.m. ET 
The matchup: 
SEC champion’ vs. at-large 
Likely contestants: Alabama or Florida vs. 

Miami, Florida State, Texas or Kansas State. It's three 
long years until New Orleans gets the championship 
game again, but relatively close proximity to SEC, 
ACC and Big Ten helps. 
‘Note: If in Orange Bowl, replaced by at-large team. 


2000 


Nobody’s Perfect 

While Nebraska and Florida State are the most-likely participants in the 
Orange Bowl, there are always upsets that crop up along the way. Here’s a 
glance at the “other” best candidates to get to Miami ... and the best reason 
they won't make it. 
‘Wisconsin _Mosttalented team ofall, but that schedule says “No. 1? Are you nuts?” 


Alabama ___No longer upstarts, will be targeted throughout SEC season. 
Florida —_ Don’t count ‘em out entirely, but the intimidation factor is gone. 
Miami Depth isn’t quite there; will lose to FSU for 6th time in a row. 
Texas On the rise, but premature to expect a trip to Orange Bowl. _ 
Georgia _f only they could get Florida and Tennessee off the schedule. 
Michigan _ Rebuilding defense and a new QB make unfortunate combo. 
Kansas St. Soft schedule leaves no room for error. 


Mission Implausible ... Not Impossible 

These are not the teams that will wind up on your list of teams most likely 
to win the national championship. Still, they have some talent, and the kind of 
schedule to get attention, and when it’s all done, one of them could have the 
chance that Virginia Tech had last season. 


BYU _ Has rare chance to make impact, facing Fla. St, Virginia, Miss. St. 
Clemson _Closer than you might think: Biggie at FSU could pave the way. 
USC _Can gain credit by beating Penn State; sweeping Pac-10. 


Va. Tech _ Don't dismiss Frank Beamer and Michael Vick so easily. 
‘Texas A&M Can bump off K-State and Texas ... then, who knows? 
Notre Dame Least-likely Irish team to win it in 40 years, but it’s still ND. 
TCU 


Likeliest of all to go 12-0, and if everyone else falters .... 


Year of the Savvy and Slippery QB 

Defensive coordinators around the country generally look for two things to 
pounce on: Inexperienced quarterbacks, and immobile quarterbacks. 

Well, it could be a long year for the defensive coordinators. 

It seems as though everybody has a returning starter at quarterback this 
season — an amazing 81 percent of the power programs (51 of the 63 pro- 
grams in the six BCS conferences and Notre Dame). And the way mobile quar- 
terbacks have become the rage, very few teams are relying on “pure throwers” 
these days. 

Guys like Michael Vick, Quincy Carter, Eric Crouch, Marques Tuiasosopo — 
and another three dozen quarterbacks with similar attributes — are just as 
likely to win with their feet as with their arm. And they have been there and 
know what it’s going to be like on Saturdays. 

And it’s like that all over the place. Here’s a glance at the top quarterback 
in each major conference, and how many teams have starters returning at 
quarterback: 


_ Bigi2 9 _Eric Crouch, Nebraska 

__SEC 10 Quincy Carter, Georgia 

_ Pac-10 9 __ Marques Tuiasosopo, Washington 
BigTen _—s8 Drew Brees, Purdue 
ACC 6 Chris Weinke, Florida State 
Big East 8 Michael Vick, Virginia Tech 


Filling the Biggest Cleats 

Time to step up. Be the man. Get large. 

When a superstar moves on, it’s up to the understudy — or merely the 
next guy in line — to keep the team from noticing a dramatic drop-off at the 
position. That might be impossible in most cases (the departed guy was 
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Didn’t like the way last season went? 

Would you like to take on Virginia Tech and Florida State? 
Or, how about ‘92 Alabama against ‘62 Alabama or ‘72 
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a superstar, after all), but that’s the task of the players who step into 
the largest vacated shoes in college football in 2000. 

Last year, Hodges Mitchell stepped in for Ricky Williams at 
Texas and gained more than 1,000 yards. And Markus Steele 
jumped into Chris Claiborne’s linebacker spot at Southern Cal, and 
quickly wowed 'em. And Dusty Bonner had ‘em asking “Tim who?” 
at Kentucky ... all right, we're going a little far. 

Here’s a look at the biggest vacant shoes and how the team 
plan to fill them. 


Shaun Alexander, rb, Alabama 

Shaun Bohanon steps up as main man in tag-team approach. 
Courtney Brown, de, Penn State 

Justin Kurpeikis started on other side, now must be playmaker. 
Ron Dayne, rb, Wisconsin 

Smaller, quicker Michael Bennett is primed for this chance. 
Joe Hamilton, qb, Georgia Tech 

Just run the offense, George Godsey, don't try to be a hero. 
Tee Martin, qh, Tennessee 

Joey Mathews gets first shot, but faces lots of competition. 
Corey Moore, de, Virginia Tech 

RS-frosh Nathaniel Adibi was big-time recruit last year. 

Chad Pennington, qb, Marshall 

Byron Leftwich has all the skills, can keep Herd rolling. 

Peter Warrick, wr, Florida State 

Sensational JC talent Javon Walker joined program in spring. 
Tim Rattay, qb, Louisiana Tech 

Brian Stallworth takes over controls of big-time offense. 

Chris Weinke, qh, Florida State 

Weinke: We still can’t believe he returned to chase another title. 


Most Important Players 

Call them Most Important, Most Valuable, Most Indispensable, 
“Most Bestest” ... you get the idea. Take this guy out of the lineup, 
and the team just isn’t as fearsome. 


About three dozen quarterbacks 

Yes, we could easily put 10 quarterbacks here, so we'll avoid that. 
LaDainian Tomlinson, rb, TCU 

The main man as the Frogs make a run at a big, big season. 
Dominic Raiola, c, Nebraska 

Keys outstanding line, providing critical leadership and skills. 
Wendell Bryant, dt, Wisconsin 

As great as CB Jamar Fletcher is, Badgers’ defense starts up front. 
Jamie Winborn, Ib, Vanderbilt 

Active field general for Commodores’ improving defense. 

David Terrell, wr, Michigan 

Not just a Woodson copycat (db-kr), he’s a big (6-3) big-play guy. 
Deuce McAllister, rb-kr, Mississippi 

The most versatile player in the country, gives Rebs a different gear. 
Alex Brown, de, Florida 

The key to the Gators turning it up a notch to Orange contention. 
Dan Morgan, lb, Miami 

With Nate Webster tossing college career, Morgan has added load. 
Freddie Milons, wr-kr, Alabama 

Does many things — all of them good — for defending SEC champs. 


TOP AWARDS CANDIDATES 


HEISMAN TROPHY 
Outstanding Player 
Downtown Athletic Club of New York 

. Michael Vick, qb, Virginia Tech 

. Drew Brees, qb, Purdue 

. Quincy Carter, qb, Georgia 

. Chris Weinke, qb, Florida State 

. Deuce McAllister, rb, Mississippi 
. Eric Crouch, gb, Nebraska 

. LaMont Jordan, rb, Maryland 

. Jamar Fletcher, cb, Wisconsin 

. Antwaan Randle-El, qb, Indiana 
10. LaDainian Tomlinson, rb, TCU 
1999 winner: Ron Dayne, rb, Wisconsin 


COON OahRWNDM — 


OUTLAND TROPHY 
Interior Lineman 

Football Writers Association of America 

1. Steve Hutchinson, og, Michigan 

2. Wendell Bryant, dt, Wisconsin 

3. Dominic Raiola, c, Nebraska 

4. Terrence Metcalf, ot, Ole Miss 

5. Casey Hampton, dt, Texas 

1999 winner: Chris Samuels, ot, Alabama 


LOMBARDI AWARD 
Lineman/Linebacker 
Rotary Club of Houston 
. Alex Brown, de, Florida 
. Keith Adams, lb, Clemson 
. Wendell Bryant, dt, Wisconsin 
. Casey Hampton, dt, Texas 
. Steve Hutchinson, ot, Michigan 
1999 winner: Corey Moore, de, Virginia Tech 


POND — 


a 


DAVEY O’BRIEN AWARD 
Quarterback 
Charitable Trust of Fort Worth 
. Drew Brees, Purdue 
. Michael Vick, Virginia Tech 
. Chris Weinke, Florida State 
. Eric Crouch, Nebraska 
. Quincy Carter, Georgia 
1999 winner: Joe Hamilton, Georgia Tech 


ahah — 


DOAK WALKER AWARD 
Running back 
GTE/SMU Athletic Forum, Dallas 

1. Deuce McAllister, Mississippi 
2. LaDainian Tomlinson, TCU 
3. Anthony Thomas, Michigan 
4. LaMont Jordan, Maryland 
5. Hodges Mitchell, Texas 
1999 winner: Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 


NAGURSKI AWARD 
Outstanding Defensive Player 
Charlotte TD Club/FWAA 
. Jamar Fletcher, cb, Wisconsin 

. Casey Hampton, dt, Texas 

. Alex Brown, de, Florida 

. Wendell Bryant, dt, Wisconsin 

. Keith Adams, lb, Clemson 

. Carlos Polk, lb, Nebraska 

. Jamie Winborn, Ib, Vanderbilt 

. Jashon Sykes, Ib, Colorado 

. Jamal Reynolds, de, Florida State 


CSOONOahwAN — 


10. Andre Carter, de, California 
1999 winner: Corey Moore, de, Virginia Tech 


BILETNIKOFF AWARD 
Wide receiver 
Quarterback Club of Tallahassee 

1. David Terrell, Michigan 

2. Santana Moss, Miami 

3. Ronney Daniels, Auburn 

4. Andre Davis, Virginia Tech 

5, Freddie Milons, Alabama 


1999 winner: Troy Walters, Stanford 


BUTKUS AWARD 
Linebacker 
Athletic Club of Orlando 
1. Keith Adams, Clemson 
2. Jashon Sykes, Colorado 
3. Carlos Polk, Nebraska 
4. Jamie Winborn, Vanderbilt 
5. Dan Morgan, Miami 
999 winner: LaVar Arrington, Penn State 


JIM THORPE AWARD 
Defensive back 

Athletic Club of Oklahoma City 
1. Jamar Fletcher, Wisconsin 
2. Fred Smoot, Mississippi State 
3. Robert Carswell, Clemson 
4. Andre Dyson, Utah 
5. Andre Lott, Tennessee 


1999 winner: Tyrone Carter, Minnesota 


LOU GROZA AWARD 
Placekicker 
Palm Beach County Sports Authority 
1. Jamie Rheem, Kansas State 
2. Vitaly Pisetsky, Wisconsin 
3. Dan Nystrom, Minnesota 
4. Jeff Chandler, Florida 
5. Kris Stockton, Texas 


1999 winner: Sebastian Janikowski, FSU 
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Equal-Opportunity Bowls 


With the glut of bowls, the smaller-time teams stand to gain the 
most. When bowls get down to looking for Nos. 47-50 this season 
— and, as many as 54 next year — they aren't going to be poking 
around the Big Ten and the SEC, since major programs with win- 
ning records are already filling the spots. Last year, Texas Tech (at 
6-5) was the only bowl-eligible team from the six power confer- 
ences that didn’t get invited to a bowl, and that was largely 
because coach Spike Dykes had resigned. 

The new “final” bowl spots figure to go to the MAC runner- 
up, the fourth-place team in the Mountain West or WAC or Confer- 
ence USA. The measurement is no longer how successful a team 
becomes by going to bowl games ... but how unsuccessful it might 
be by the ghastly action of missing out even once along the way. 
Of the 115 Div. I-A teams: 


CURRENT STREAKS 


(46 teams; 40 percent of Div. I-A programs): They went to a bowl last 
season, and many of them go almost annually. From Nebraska's 3 1- 
year bowl streak to Oregon State, which broke a 34-year postseason 
drought, here’s how many years in a row teams have been to bowls: 


Alabama (2) 
Arizona State (1) 
Arkansas (2) 

Boise State (1) 
Boston College (1) 
Brigham Young (2) 
Clemson (1) 
Colorado (2) 
Colorado State (1) 
East Carolina (1) 
Florida (9) 

Florida State (18) 
Fresno State (1) 


Hawaii (1) 

Illinois (1) 

Kansas State (7) 
Kentucky (2) 
Louisville (2) 
Marshall (3) 
Miami, Fla. (2) 
Michigan (25) 
Michigan State (1) 
Minnesota (1) 
Mississippi (3) 
Mississippi State (2) 
Nebraska (31) 


Georgia (3) 
Georgia Tech (3) 


ONE-YEAR ABSENCE (14): 


With the 14 here, 
52 percent of the 
programs have gone 
bowling within the 
past two years: 

Air Force 

Arizona 

Idaho 

Missouri 

North Carolina 

N.C. State 

Notre Dame 

Ohio State 

San Diego State 

uSC 

Texas Tech 

Tulane 

UCLA 

West Virginia 


TWO-YEAR HIATUS (9): 


Oklahoma (1) 
Oregon (3) 
Oregon State (1) 


GROWING DROUGHTS (9): 


Add these teams 
that haven't been 
since 1995 or ‘96, 
and it still means 69 
percent of programs 
in the past five years 
have been bowling. 
Somehow, only 
Toledo looks like it 
will be able to rejoin 


the ranks of the bowl- 


happy this season: 
Army 
Ball State 
California 
Houston 
Navy 
Nevada 
Northwestern 
Kansas 
Toledo 


These went in 1997 (making it 60 percent in the 


past three years): 


Auburn 
Cincinnati 
lowa 

LSU 

New Mexico 


Oklahoma State 
Pittsburgh 

Utah State 
Washington State 
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Penn State (11) 
Purdue (3) 
Southern Miss (3) 
Stanford (1) 
Syracuse (5) 
TCU (2) 
Tennessee (11) 
Texas (2) 

Texas A&M (3) 
Utah (1) 
Virginia (2) 
Virginia Tech (7) 
Wake Forest (1) 
Washington (5) 
Wisconsin (4) 


IN THE '80s (12): 


And 12 others 
went in the ‘90s 
(making it 78 percent 
of all teams have 
been to a bowl in the 
past decade). Mary- 
land looks like it will 
go again in 2000, 
while UNLV seems to 
have the best chance 
of the others — even 
better than Indiana: 

Baylor 

Bowling Green 

Central Michigan 

Duke 

Indiana 

Louisiana Tech 

Maryland 

San Jose State 

South Carolina 

Tulsa 

UNLV 

Wyoming 


DEC. 20 


Mobile Alabama Bowl 
DEC. 21 


EA Sports Las Vegas Bowl 


DEC. 24 


Jeep Oahu Bowl 
DEC. 25 


Jeep Aloha Bowl 
DEC. 27 


Motor City Bowl 


Galleryfurniture.com Bowl 


DEC. 28 


Mobile, 7:30 p.m. 
Las Vegas, 5 p.m. 
Honolulu, 8:30 p.m. 


Honolulu, 3:30 p.m. 


Pontiac, Mich., 2 p.m. 
Houston, 6 or 8 p.m. 


Crucial.com Humanitarian Bowl Boise, idaho, 1 p.m. 


Insight.com Bowl 


Micron/PC Bowl 
DEC. 29 


Phoenix, 6 p.m. 
Miami, 7:30 p.m. 


HomePoint.com Music City Bow! Nashville, Tenn., 1 p.m. 


Wells Fargo Sun Bowl 


AXA/Equitable Liberty Bowl 


Culligan Holiday Bowl 
DEC. 30 


Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl 


Sylvania Alamo Bowl 
DEC. 31 


Silicon Valley Classic 


El Paso, Texas, 2:15 p.m. 
Memphis, Tenn., 5 p.m. 
San Diego, 8 p.m. 


Atlanta, 5 p.m. 
San Antonio, 7:30 p.m. 


San Jose, Cal., 6:30 p.m. 


Sanford Independence Bowl 


JAN. 1 
Outhack Bowl 


Toyota Gator Bowl 
Ourhouse.com Fla. Citrus Bowl 


Shreveport, La., 8:30 p.m. 


Tampa, Fla., 11 a.m. 
Southwestern Bell Cotton Bowl Dallas, Tx.,11 a.m. 


Jacksonville, Fla., 12:30 p.m. 
Orlando, Fla., 1 p.m. 


(ALL TIMES ET, TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE; 
MICRON PC ALSO HAS RESERVED DEC. 30) 


BETWEEN 10-20 
YEARS (8): 


For eight, it has 
been a long while, 
but their parents can 
recall the good old 
days. It has been 
more than 10, but 
less than 20 years; 
Vanderbilt, Western 
Michigan and SMU 
would seem to have 


MORE THAN 
20 YEARS AGO (8): These guys have 


These programs 


can't remember what 


bowls are like ... 
they're always busy 
Christmas shopping, 
anyway. Still, teams 
like Rice and Mem- 
phis have renewed 
hope with the rapid 
bowl expansion: 


honest-to-goodness lowa State 

hope to jump in: Rutgers 
Eastern Michigan Kent 
Miami, Ohio Memphis 
Northern Illinois Ohio U. 
SMU Rice 
Temple New Mexico State 
UTEP North Texas 
Vanderbilt 


Western Michigan 


only seen them on 
TV, but watch for 
Central Florida or 
Arkansas State in the 
Big West to break in 
as soon as this 
season: 

Akron 

Arkansas State 

Buffalo 

Central Florida 

Connecticut 

La-Lafayette 

La-Monroe 

Middle Tennessee 

UAB 
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Tweaking the Bowl System 


As long as college football's powers that be — which these 
days are the commissioners of the six power conferences that run 
the BCS — continue to entrust their wallets and souls to “the bowl 
experience,” they need to face up to their responsibility. 

That means they have the obligation of making sure the bowl 
system works at least reasonably well. 

In recent years, they have made some good moves. And they 
have made some terrible moves and non-moves, resulting in too 
many half-filled stadiums, lousy TV ratings, and the unchecked 
proliferation of bowls into markets and climates that simply don’t 
fit in any logical way. 

That's how 25 bowls can exist this season with two more on 
the way for the 2001 season. There is some tweaking to be 
done, guys: 


1. Open Up The Bidding 

Who decides who gets to play where? Well, the conference 
lock-ups is a nice concept, but it is crumbling around itself since 
teams and bowls are getting sick of each other. The “free-market” 
system is preferred by all except the conference commissioners, 
who are intent on guaranteeing their leagues as many bowls as 
they can get. 

But take the free-market system one step further: Force the 
bowls to actually bid for their picks (like the BCS bowls did to get 
the right to be one of the big four). Highest bid gets the first two 
choices of non-BCS teams, next-highest bid gets the next two 
choices, and so on ... down to the lowest-paying bowl getting 
just what it deserves: The 49th and 50th best teams available. 

The fear of getting a couple of lousy teams (or no teams at all) 
would enhance bowl income, create a terrific “selection day” 
event, and eliminate bowls that can’t or won't cut it. 

And remember, bowls won't pick teams that aren’t attractive 
to them or vice versa. But if you want to start a bowl, you'll have 


CHRIS WEINKE AND FLORIDA STATE HAVE WON 12 GAMES IN A ROW. 


2000 


to bid for a three-year deal to get a reasonable matchup, or you 
know you've failed before you start. 


2. Don’t Allow Non-Winning Teams ... Ever 

The 12 regular-season games, starting in 2002, can be a huge 
plus for the bowls, since teams will have to be 7-5 at worst (rather 
than the current 6-5). 

The bowl folks are bound to return to the days in which 6-6 
teams are eligible (now the rule is that a team must have a win- 
ning record). That’s a critical step: Don’t do it. 

If a team can’t win more than it loses, it has absolutely 
no business playing in the postseason, whether it’s bowls 
or playoffs. 

And once a few bowls are left out when there aren’t enough 
eligible teams to go around, they'll get the picture. 


3. Increase The Payouts 

The mere fact that teams are seriously challenged to make a 
go of a bowl game on a reasonable budget — and not lose money 
— indicates that the minimum payout of $1.5 million per bowl 
(combined for two teams) is not nearly enough. 

Make it a minimum of $2.5 million and watch the smaller 
bowls figure out ways to make their games worthwhile ... or let 
someone else give it a try. 


4. Lose The Million-Dollar Field Goals 

It's time the money is sorted out before the season starts. Just 
throw it into a pot, mix it up a bit, dole out expense money to 
participants and divvy up the rest — 90 percent of the money 
goes to the major conferences, and the other 10 percent parceled 
out to the non-mgiors. 

Let the teams play for the excitement of going to a bowl and 
the bonus of the extra practices. The athletic department budget 
should be extracted from the win-lose equation. 


Streaks, Good and Bad 

Maybe Marshall and South Carolina should trade places. 
Because there doesn't seem to be anybody that can beat Marshall 
in the MAC, and nobody that South Carolina can beat in the SEC. 

Non-league games are where those streaks are most likely to 
end, with Lou Holtz's Gamecocks getting a chance right off the 
bat to play New Mexico State and soon after one of Marshall's 
MAC patsies: Eastern Michigan. If they don't win one of those 
games to end their 21-game losing streak (eighth longest in 
major-college history), look out -- Northwestern's all-time wrong- 
way record of 34 would be in serious jeopardy. 

Marshall, meantime, has won 17 in a row, but plays in Sep- 
tember at Michigan State and at North Carolina ... two good, but 
not unbeatable teams. Get past them, and it's clear sailing toward 
30 and into the winning streaks top 10. 


Winning Streaks Losing Streaks 
Marshall 17 South Carolina 21 
Florida State 12 Ball State 17 
Wisconsin 8 Buffalo 15 
Nebraska 6 lowa 8 
Oregon 6 Baylor 6 
Boise St 6 lowa State 5 
TCU 5 North Texas 5 
Michigan 5 San Jose State 5 
Miami 4 Tulane 5 
Southern Miss 4 UNLV 5 
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Chasing the Bear 

Rebuilding year or not, Penn State icon Joe Paterno figures to 
become No. | this season. In his 35th season as head coach at 
Penn State, Paterno is third on the all-time major-college list for 
coaching victories, needing just two to tie Pop Warner, and six to 
reach Bear Bryant. 

Don't look now, JoePa, but Bobby Bowden is gaining on you. 
Last season, the Florida State coach became just the fifth ever to 
reach 300 victories, and did it in 389 games - faster than anybody 
except for Paterno, who took just 380 games. Here's the all-time list: 

No. Name W-L-T Pct. 
1. Bear Bryant (1945-82) 323-85-17  .780 
Pop Warner (1895-1938) 319-106-32 .733 

3. Joe Paterno (1966-) 317-83-3 .790 
4. Amos Alonzo Stagg (1890-1946) 314-199-35 .605 
5. Bobby Bowden (1959-62, 70-) 304-85-4 179 
6. Tom Osborne (1973-97) 255-49-3 836 
7. LaVell Edwards (1972-) 251-95-3 723 
8. Woody Hayes (1946-78) 238-72-10  .759 
9. Bo Schembechler (1963-89) 234-65-8 aS 
10. Hayden Fry (1962-98) 232-171-10 .564 

Current coaches in boldface. 


Kicking Off Early 

They're on their last legs, having been eliminated by the 
NCAA after 2002 season, when all teams are allowed to play a 
12th regular-season game. 

This year’s preseason specials are not all that special. Sure, 
USC vs. Penn State is a nice, traditional matchup, but neither 
team looks like a world-beater this season, and the Georgia Tech- 
Virginia Tech game would have been a heck of a lot more fun last 
year, when both were in the Top 10. 

Date Matchup Game 

Aug. 26 Florida State vs. BYU Pigskin Classic (Jacksonville, Fla.) 

Aug. 26 lowa vs. Kansas State Eddie Robinson Classic (Kansas City, Mo.) 
Aug. 27 USC vs. Penn State —_ Kickoff Classic (E. Rutherford, N.].) 

Aug. 27 GaTechatVaTech — BCA Classic (Blacksburg, Va.) 


Can Davie turn it around? 

The simple answer is, “probably not.” 

The schedule is tougher than ever at Notre Dame, the talent isn’t 
at the elite level, the admissions department is less forgiving than at 
most top-tier programs, and the never-die belief system doesn’t seem 
to be in full force in South Bend these days. 

So, coach Bob Davie figures to wade through a thick season 
in which half of the questions he’s asked will be about his job 
status, and the other half will be about why the Irish aren't better 
than they are. Yet, as difficult as the schedule is, it provides 
opportunities: 

Texas A&M, Purdue, Michigan State, Stanford, Boston Col- 
lege and Southern Cal rate as six of their seven most difficult 
games this season ... and only Purdue is as loaded as it has been 
in recent years. 

Sure, beating Nebraska would be a momentous upset for the 
Irish, but Navy, West Virginia, Air Force and Rutgers appear to be 
nearly sure wins. 

Although those previously mentioned solid programs make 
the schedule difficult, it is a slate no more daunting than most of 
those teams play in their conferences. Win three or four of those 
swing games, and the Irish would be ranked and in a bowl game. 

Whether that constitutes turning it around would be open to 
question, but it would be a step. 
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The Ones To Watch 


AUGUST 
26th 
BYU at Florida State 


27th 
Penn State vs. USC 


Hardly an easy opener for national champs. 


_ First of many prove-it opportunities for Pac-10. 


SEPTEMBER 
2nd 


Texas A&M at Notre Dame Bob Davie badly needs a win like this one. 


Alabama at UCLA 


9th 

Miami at Washington 
Nebraska at Notre Dame — 
Oregon at Wisconsin 
16th 

Florida at Tennessee 
Michigan at UCLA 
Washington at Colorado 
23rd 

Notre Dame at Michigan St. Big win over ND last year got Spartans’ train rolling. 


Tide steps out to West Coast for intersectional tilt. 


‘Canes defense vs. UW QB Marques Tuiasosopo. 
Yes, two storied programs, but this is a mismatch. 
Badgers face their one tough non-league opponent. _ 


Annually the biggest game of the year in the SEC. _ 
These teams could do a Jan. 1 rematch in Pasadena. 


Neuheisel back in Boulder. Armed escort is expected. 


30th 
Tennessee at Louisiana St. Saban’s first big one; Vols haven't lost at LSU since 74. 
Wisconsin at Michigan Looks like the game of the year in the Big Ten. _ 


OCTOBER 
7th 

Florida State at Miami 
Michigan at Purdue 
Tennessee at Georgia 


14th 
Washington at Arizona State Sun Devils derailed Huskies’ Rose Bow! plans in '99. 
Mississippi at Alabama This has the feel of SEC West deciding factor. 


2ist 

Purdue at Wisconsin 
Alabama at Tennessee__ 
28th 

Nebraska at Oklahoma First meeting since 1997 ... OU hasn't won since ’90. 


Georgia vs. Florida Annual showdown in Jacksonville could be for East title. 
Kansas State at Texas A&M_ The No. 2 pick in each division square off. 


NOVEMBER 
4th 


Starting to look like the early ‘90s allover again. 
Last in a brutal four-game stretch for Michigan. _ 
Will Bulldogs stand up, or sit back down and shut up? 


Purdue's elite QB against Wisconsin's elite defense. _ 
Vols have won § straight, but now Tide has more talent. 


Clemson at Florida State _ 
Virginia Tech at Miami 


Tigers are ACC's best hope to stop Seminoles. _ 
This looks like Big East championship game. = 


11th 
Nebraska at Kansas State 


Ohio State at Illinois 


18th 
Michigan at Ohio State _Always a big one, but will OSU be more than spoilers? 
Florida at Florida State Seminoles could be on a 22-game winning streak. 
Auburn at Alabama Looks like another Iron Bowl with major ramifications. 
24th 

Texas A&M at Texas 


25th 
Mississippi St. at Ole Miss 


To the winner: Division? Conference? Orange Bowl bid? 
Tough road date for Bucks with Michigan visiting next. 


Hook ‘em or gig ‘em? Shootout for South title. 


Egg Bowl is always wild, and this will be no exception. 
DECEMBER 
2nd 


League championship games SEC and Big 12 determine automatic BCS teams. 
rr 
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t Universal Studies in Orlando, Nick Gatto grabbed some 
ys Yer packages and hopped on “Jaws.” During the 
imulated-shark ride, he smeared ketchup on his right 
arm. When he got off, he told children waiting in line, “Kids, you 
don’t want to ride this ride, it will take your arm, If you see my 
arm out there, please pick it up for me.” 

“Thad kids freaking out,” said Gatto, who was born without a 
fully-developed right arm. The arm is a stub which extends two 
inches below his elbow. 

Gatto, 22, gets a kick out of pranks about his 
arm. “I can have guys rolling on the floor,” he said. 
Arkansas State University gets a kick out of 

Gatto, a senior from Spring, Tex. 

The Indians’ placekicker, Gatto hit eight of 12 
field goals last season and 30 of 31 extra points. 

That Gatto could kick for a Division | university 
is a testament to his will and to his faith. 

“I've been told, ‘Nick, you'll never accomplish 
anything in life.’ | have used that as a driving force 
to get me where | am now,” said Gatto. 

Gatto got to Arkansas State after playing two 
years at Blinn (Tex.) Junior College. He was second 
team All-America his sophomore season. 

Gatto went to Blinn after he was passed over by Division | 
schools when he was an all-state prep senior. 

“Every kid's dream is to play for a big-time university,” said 
Gatto, who began to pray with his girlfriend, Melissa Verhey, a 
Blinn student, about where he would transfer. 

“She was my biggest help,” said Gatto. “She told me that 
God was teaching me to trust and to have patience.” 

When Arkansas State assistant coach Don Yanowsky, who 
coaches special teams, learned that “the best kicker in the league 
is the kid from Blinn,” Yanowsky was asked by recruiter Mike 
Tomlin, “Does it bother us that he’s got one arm?” 

Yanowsky said, “All we care about is how he kicks. Then, the 
more we found out about Nick, the more we wanted to recruit 
him. He has the intangibles, character, leadership, personality. | 
want my two sons to turn out like him. | can’t say anything 
stronger about a person than that.” 

Despite a speech impediment, Gatto tutors teammates in oral 
communications and English. He is involved in the Lunch Buddy 
program in Jonesboro elementary schools. The program, where 
players eat lunch once a week and help children with homework, 
was organized by assistant coach Larry Porter and Carole Hollis, 
wife of Arkansas State head coach Joe Hollis. 

Gatto, who was Fellowship of Christian Athletes president at 
Blinn, is trying to organize an FCA chapter at Arkansas State. He 
has worked summer camps for the youth evangelical organiza- 
tion, Young Life. He gives his testimony at churches. 

The greatest joy he has had in life, he said, was being born the 
way he is. “I am overwhelmed. | am happy with the way God made 
me,” said Gatto, who became a Christian when he was 17. “I had a 
girl ask me, ‘Nick, do you hate God for how He’s created you?’ | was 

“Mike ‘I have never really thought about it. Let me get back to you on 
hat.’ Every day I say, ‘God, thank you for the way you created me.’ 


” 


The Game Winner — 
Gatto Boots Adversity 


God Teaches Kicker Trust and Patience 


Gatto hasn't always been thankful. As a child, he would come 
home crying because of cruel comments. “I was picked on to the 
fullest extreme. | was called names. It really, really hurt,” he said. 

His parents, Sal and Tina Gatto, were sources of comfort. 
They told him he had been made for a reason. “When God's 
ready, He’s going to show you why you’re made the way you 
are,” his parents would say. 

“They have always pushed me,” said Gatto. “They said to 
never let anything get in the way of what you want to accom- 
plish.” 

Gatto, who is on full scholarship, is one of the 
strongest and fastest players on the team. He 
bench pressed 325 pounds this past spring. He 
squats 405 pounds, has a vertical leap of 32 inches 
and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.49 seconds. 

“It’s amazing the abilities he has with one arm. 
How many one-armed people can bench over 300 
pounds?” said Joe O’Bar, an offensive lineman for 
the Indians. 

Gatto (5-11, 186) balances the bar with his stub 
and uses his left hand to complete the bench press. 
He has played baseball (pitcher and first baseman), 
basketball, soccer, tennis, golf. He has run track. 
He can snow ski, water ski and tackle. 

Teammate Jack Wright, a center/deep snapper, said, “You 
learn a lot of humility from Nick and what he has overcome. He 
could have been depressed about having one arm. He chose not 
to be.” 

Hollis said, “He's not always perfect but you can always 
count on his best.” 

Gatto has gotten it done on the field through his mental 
approach said Yanowsky. “A kicker is a hero or a zero. There is 
never any middle ground. You're only as good as your last kick. 
You determine your success by how you handle the ups and 
downs. He keeps an even keel,” said Yanowsky. 

Joked Wright, “We'll be friends with him as long as he does- 
n't miss a field goal.” 

Gatto credits God for his talent. “God has given me a talent. 
God has been with me in everything I do; in school, in football, in 
relationships. He has always taken me to the next level.” 

Gatto’s flagship verse is Jeremiah 29:11: “For | know the 
plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Gatto would like a future in the NFL. A more immediate goal 
is making the All-Big West Conference team this fall. A political 
science major with a 3.0 grade point average, Gatto has kicked 
around the idea of going into politics or coaching at a Texas high 
school. 

Last fall, an Arkansas man brought his grandson to watch 
practice and to meet Gatto. The boy smiled when he saw Gatto. 
O’Bar was watching. “You could see his eyes light up. He could 
see what a one-armed person could do. Nick brightened up his 
life,” said O'Bar. 

The boy had one arm. 

Bill Sorrell is a minister and freelance writer in Memphis. 
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» Quick Start Has Virginia Tech @ 


BY DENNIS DODI 


DOUG PENSINGER 


e've seen the 
future of college football and it is 
Michael Vick. 

The guy is redefining the ideal quar- 
terback: Mobile, strong arm, quick 
release, good size. 

Plenty of players have a good 
understanding of the game. Lots of 
quarterbacks are mobile. Lots of guys 
have strong arms. Lots of passers have 
quick releases. Lots of them have good 
size. 

But Vick doesn’t have just one or 
two or three of those attributes. He’s all 
of those things ... and more. 

“Heck, I don’t think there are two of 
him out there,” said Virginia Tech offen- 
sive coordinator Ricky Bustle. “It’s amaz- 
ing how many high school coaches call 
me and say, ‘Hey, | got a quarterback 
just like Michael Vick.’ I look at that film 
and it ain’t nowhere close. They don’t 
know what Michael Vick is about.” 

Admit it, the story of the Sugar Bowl 
was not so much Florida State — the 
Seminoles were expected to win. It was 
about Michael Vick, and the way he 
worked ’em over. 

Hokies fall behind 28-7. Behind 
Vick's scrambling and throwing, they 
rally to take a 29-28 lead. Vick doesn’t 
win, Florida State’s depth does, 46-29. 
Florida State won the 1999 national 
championship and Michael Vick became 
the frontrunner for the 2000 Heisman. 

It became apparent quickly that the 
Hokies had one chance, and it was 
wrapped in a 6-1, 212-pound package. 

Despite being sacked seven times 
for minus-48 yards, Vick still rushed for 
97 yards. Despite being hounded by the 
Seminoles defense, he still threw for 225 
yards, leading Tech to a 503-yard night. 

“He's real,” a breathless Florida 
State safety Sean Key said that night 
after chasing Vick around. “It’s like try- 
ing to keep a two-year old baby ina 
crib. That guy is awesome. He’s got my 
vote all the way. He isn’t going to be 
there three more years. He’s got the 
Heisman next year. | don’t know who 
else can beat him.” 


No college quarterback has risen so fast, so soon. 

It’s a story that goes beyond football. His cult of personality 
seems to be Vick’s destiny. 

“He has one of the neatest personalities I've ever seen,” Bus- 
tle said. “He’s got a nice smile, he kind of lights up people 
around him. Michael Jordan is one of the finest role models in the 
world, but Michael’s got a personality that lights people up, too.” 

Not flashy, even engaging ... just special, that makes people 
turn and notice. 

But that’s getting ahead of the story. Michael Dwayne Vick 
still has to be a sophomore in 2000 before reading his first script. 

If you have been caught in Vick’s vapors, like Key said, no 
one else is even close. But don’t believe the hype, believe the 
honest-to-goodness anecdotal evidence. 

“Every day somebody’s giving me something to autograph,” 
Bustle said. “It's been kind of crazy. | found myself on a plane the 
other day with a 12-year old from Rhode Island ... he shows me 
his school notebook and he’s got all these athletes on it, includ- 
ing Michael Vick.” 

Remember, this is a freshman from Virginia Tech! 

Running backs coach Billy Hite heard the buzz while recruit- 
ing right after the Sugar Bowl. 

“Everywhere | went in the airport, | could hear conversations 
about Michael Vick,” Hite said. “It was the damnedest thing I’ve 
ever seen. It was really unbelievable. It was amazing ... the ticket 
agents were talking about it. 

“They weren't waiting on me. They didn’t know me. They 
didn’t see me.” 

At the ESPYs in February, megastars like Mark McGwire and 
Tiger Woods were seeking out the quarterback from Blacksburg. 


DOUG PENSINGER 


“| can't believe,” Vick said, “they knew who | was.” signing somebody's autograph. I’m used to that, it comes with 
Even the venerable Frank Beamer has been caught up in the the position.” 

amazement. IF you're Joe Montana, maybe. Not if you're a teenager still 
“Boy did he make some great, just unbelievable plays?” shy about giving interviews. 

Beamer said that night after the Sugar Bowl. “I've never seen a “When he played against us he was still banged up,” Clem- 

quarterback like that. People have him dead to rights and can’t son offensive coordinator Rich Rodriguez said of a 31-11 Tech vic- 

get him. Have y’all ever seen anybody like that?” tory early in the season. “After the national championship game 
Well, no. | was saying, ‘This guy is scary.’ It’s unbelievable how good he 
The feet could buckle the knees of any defender. The arm is could be. 

a blessing from a supreme being. “You know what amazes me? Florida State is about as fast as 
The judgment? Not the best. No, not yet. you can find on defense. He made some moves and shook some 
Vick cost the Hokies with a couple of costly fumbles in the guys like | never thought you could do against Florida State.” 

Sugar Bowl. How did it all happen? It many ways, Vick’s success was cal- 
He is what he is — a blossoming high-risk, high-reward talent culated. While at Warwick High, he competed against crosstown 

still with a few warts. But not many. Along with becoming the rival Ronald Curry. Curry wanted to play basketball as well and 

nation’s leader in passing efficiency, he finished 10th in the Big went to North Carolina. 

East in rushing. Vick was being courted by the likes of Syracuse, who saw him 
“Somebody asked me, "Would you rather play Virginia Tech as a replacement for Donovan McNabb. When Vick chose Virginia 

without Vick or (All-America defensive end) Corey Moore,” Tech, it raised eyebrows. Sure, they had nice special teams and 

Florida State coach Bobby Bowden said. “I said Vick. We can defense, but could Vick make a difference? 

double-team Moore. There isn’t a darn thing you can do about It was decided by consensus that Vick would sit his freshman 

Vick. | knew he was good, but didn’t know he was that good.” year. Al Clark was a senior quarterback in 1998. It made sense to 


The mere fact that Vick didn’t implode under the bright lights get Vick's athletics and academics on a safe path before turning 
of the Superdome should have been validation enough. Heisman him loose on the country. 


voters had seen enough earlier, placing him third in the final vot- He traveled with the team to every away game, learning the 

ing. It was believed to be the first time a freshman had been routine so that nothing would be a surprise when it was his time 

invited to the Downtown Athletic Club. to play. After games, Bustle would ask his prodigy, “What did 
Then Vick came out and shocked the world, dodging speedy you learn tonight?” 

Florida State defenders to the point of exhaustion. The topper is Vick’s high school coach Tommy Reamon was instrumental in 

that Vick did all this as a 19-year-old redshirt freshman. Or, if you preparing his former star for what was to come. 

prefer, about like the Beatles or Springsteen when they hit it big. “People have been in awe of Michael not playing his first year 


“All the time, every day,” Vick said, “I don't go a day without but I say, ‘Do you remember when you were a freshman?’ ” Rea- 
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SENSATIONAL SOPHOMORES 


Michael Vick isn’t the only sensational sophomore quarterback 
in the nation. Several others made their mark last season as fresh- 
men, and more are poised to grow into key full-time roles in 2000. 
Here's a look at the top 10 sophomore stars-in-the- making. 


B Kyle Boller, Cal 

As a true freshman, Boller went through some growing pains 
in a ghastly Cal offense, completing 100 of 259 passes for 1,303 
yards and 13 scores. He spent the winter rehabbing a shoulder 
injury that kept him out of the season-finale, and looks like the 
main (only?) man of the Bears offense in 2000. 


@ Brooks Bollinger, Wisconsin 

OK, so he doesn’t run as fast as Michael Vick (what QB 
does?) and he doesn’t throw as hard as Vick (what QB does?), 
but Bollinger does both well and he has that tough-as-nails lead- 
ership thing going for him. It was Bollinger, rather than Ron 
Dayne, who made the difference for Wisconsin last season. 


B® Ken Dorsey, Miami 

There was no crying in Miami when Kenny Kelly decided to 
pursue a professional baseball career because the Hurricanes 
loved what they saw from Dorsey last season. Coming in as an 
injury replacement, Dorsey was simply fabulous, completing 60 
percent of his passes with 11 TDs and just two interceptions. 


™@ C.J. Leak, Wake Forest 

Leak was the story of signing day 1999, when he turned 
down a football scholarship to Notre Dame for one at Wake For- 
est. He had some cameos as a true freshman and was able to 
slowly build toward this season when the job is his to lose. 


B® Calvin McCall, Maryland 

McCall beat out returning starter Randall Jones in last year’s 
fall camp, and in between handoffs to record-setting running 
back Lamont Jordan, passed for 1,264 yards. McCall, who played 
a bit role on Maryland’s basketball team, can’t rest easy; sopho- 
more Latrez Harrison wants playing time, too. 


@ Carson Palmer, USC 

A broken right collarbone cost him the final eight games of 
1999, but it did allow him to redshirt and retain three years of 
eligibility. With his size (6-5, 220), accuracy and rifle arm, NFL 
scouts are hoping he doesn’t stay that long. He was healthy in 
the spring, ready to pick up where he left off — he was complet- 
ing 73.6 percent of his passes before being injured. 


@ Casey Printers, TCU 

His efficiency rating of 133.5 ranked second in the nation 
among freshman quarterbacks who had enough pass attempts to 
qualify, and Printers will be counted on more heavily this season 
as coach Dennis Franchione tries to get the passing game up to 
the level of the LaDainian Tomlinson-led running game. 


@ Chris Simms, Texas 
The nation’s top QB recruit in 1999, Simms will be in the 
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midst of the nation’s highest- 
profile quarterback contro- 
versy of the season. His 
competition: Big 12 Co- 
Offensive Player of the Year 
Major Applewhite, coming off 
reconstructive knee surgery. 


BB Jason Thomas, UNLV 

At 6-4, 240, he’s a mar- 
velously talented athlete ... 
who has yet to play a down 
and who still has to win the 
job over senior Jason Vaughn 
and sophomore Matt Ray. 
Thomas was a big-time recruit 
in 1998, but transferred from 
USC in 1999 after as Carson 
Palmer gained the starting job. 


G. NEWMAN LOWRANCE/THE SPORTING IMAGE 


i Tyler Watts, Alabama 

Rotated every series with junior Andrew Zow in the SEC title 
game and the Orange Bowl, and is eager to claim the job full 
time. Watts is the better running threat, but Zow has more expe- 
rience, The Tide would like to settle on one QB, but this competi- 
tion might never end. 


KEEP AN EVE ON 


@ Kirk Farmer, Missouri 

Started until suffering a broken leg in the sixth game of the 
season. 
§ Jason Gesser, Washington State 

A broken hand limited him to six games last season, but has 
lots of skills. 
®@ Robby Hampton and Gary Brashears, Arkansas 

Coach Houston Nutt ended spring without a clear winner, 
saying both would play. 
B® Dontrell Jackson, Ohio 

Tough for a MAC option QB to get attention, but he had 
nearly 1,300 total yards in '99. 
® Kliff Kingsbury, Texas Tech 

The main man for Mike Leach, who directed Tim Couch and 
Josh Heupel to record seasons. 
i Joey Mathews, Tennessee 

Still has to win the job, but as a huge recruit in 1999, he has 
big-time potential. 
@ Troy Nunes, Syracuse 

Nunes was the best option in a QB race that sometimes went 
three-deep last season. 
@ Andy Sahm, Bowling Green 

He's got the size (6-6) and the offense to bear serious watch- 
ing. 
@ Cory Paus, UCLA 

He'll battle with fellow sophomore Ryan McCann in the fall, 
but Paus was mostly the main guy last season. 
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mon said. “Now you're going to tell me how you want my child 
to be a quarterback in a million-dollar business and put that pres- 
sure on him when | know him better than you. Tech was excellent 
on how they began to develop him.” 

Actually, Vick turned out to be the crowning recruiting 
achievement of a Big East champion. The 1996 class produced 
stars such as running back Shyrone Stith, kicker Shayne Graham, 
offensive tackle Anthony Lambo and the entire secondary — Cory 
Bird, Ike Charlton, Nick Sorensen and Anthony Midget. 

The dynamite was in place. The detonator was Vick. 

His 4.33 speed was suited more for a receiver. His left- 
handed throws confused defenses used to playing right-handed 
quarterbacks. His release is from the ear ... “quick” doesn’t begin 
to describe it. 

His intentions were best known only to him. How can a 
defense game plan for a guy when the offensive line doesn’t even 
know what he's going to do? 

“One time,” Vick said, recalling a play in the Sugar Bowl, 
“when I spun around twice and threw the ball out of bounds, 

I didn’t even know what I was doing.” 

It started quietly against James Madison in the opener. Vick 
ran for three touchdowns against the Dukes before leaving with 
an ankle injury sustained when he scored a touchdown on a for- 
ward flip over a defensive player — not a showboat move, just 
the best way to get into the end zone. 

He took the next week off against UAB before returning, 
hobbled, against Clemson. 

Vick threw three interceptions and was overshadowed by an 
aggressive defense. The next week Virginia didn’t know what hit 
it. Vick, playing in his first road game, completed seven of nine 
passes for 222 yards. That's 24.6 yards per pass. In the first quar- 
ter, he threw a 60-yard scoring pass to Andre Davis and a 31-7 
rout was under way. 

Victory No. 5 barely registered nationally. Virginia Tech beat 
Rutgers 58-20 with Vick completing 11 of 12 for 248 yards. How- 
ever, the nation was shocked the next week when Syracuse went 
to Blacksburg. The Hokies showed they were something special 
that night with a 62-0 victory. 

That's about the time the national debate began about Vir- 
ginia Tech's worthiness as a national champion. 

“He's the best I’ve ever seen,” Virginia Tech running backs 
coach Billy Hite said. “] made the statement a year ago. Syracuse 
is getting ready to find out how we felt the last four years (facing 
McNabb). | think right now he’s better than what happened at 
Syracuse.” 

On Nov. 6 at West Virginia, it became apparent that the Hok- 
ies were destined to go undefeated. Vick’s amazing 26-yard 
scramble set up the game-winning field goal — you saw it on all 
the highlights: just as he seemed to be going out of bounds to 
stop the clock, he jetted up the sideline, past, over and around 
potential tacklers — and has been memorialized as the corner- 
stone to an 11-0 season. 

As he progresses through his career, there are two things to 
understand about Vick — The Flick and Reamon. 

The flick is the seemingly effortless way that Vick throws. Flat- 
footed 50-yard spirals are the norm. It goes against the usual 
mechanics of a quarterback, but it works. 

“The first time | saw him was the 10th or 11th grade,” Bustle 
said. “When | looked at film, | saw an incredible young athlete. 
He can flick that ball. Sometimes you can’t tell a guy's arm 
strength, but he had such a little flick, the ball would really move 
on film. 
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“It's a flick. It doesn’t matter which way his feet are going. He 
goes against all my teaching tapes. It’s really uncanny to me. I’ve 
got guys | coached who are in the NFL and never had one who 
could flick like he does.” 

Last year, he completed 59.2 percent of his passes, throwing 
only 15 times per game. That figures to change this season. 

“More formations, more offensive plays,” Vick promised, 
“We'll open it up.” 

Reamon was Vick’s high school coach and still is his mentor. 
The former Missouri running back has played in the NFL, World 
Football League and even had a part in the movie North Dallas 
Forty. 

“What you saw is what I've seen all through high school,” 
Reamon said. “You can come in and watch film and say, ‘I'll be 
damned.’ In high school, we weren't that good on the offensive 
line. He was running for his life. We taught him well how to run 
for his life.” 

Reamon unabashedly gives himself credit for guiding Vick. 

Vick’s mother Brenda Boddie is proud, but his father is not in 
the picture right now. Michael needed guidance. 

“You wouldn't ask Peyton Manning how he was put together 
and developed because you would instantly know his back- 
ground with Archie Manning,” Reamon said. “Michael Vick’s 
background is me, fully loaded with experience. From Missouri, 
to the World Football League to the movie industry, the whole 
works.” 

Vick doesn’t deny Reamon’s influence. Reamon made Vick 
take a speech class in high school, sensing that he someday 
might need to sharpen his interview skills. 

“The most powerful way I can say it is, ‘] want my child to 
be like him,’ ” Reamon added, “not as a football player, but as 
a person. 

And when recruiters started coming around Warwick, it was 
Reamon who decided that Curry and Vick would go to different 
schools. They had been rivals in high school, and competing for 
the same job at the same school would do them no good. 

“No one was going to recruit both of them,” Reamon said. 

“I told recruiters when they walked in this building, 'If you're 
recruiting Ronald Curry, walk right back out.’ 

Reamon traces his mentoring skills back to college where 
Missouri assistant coach Prentice Gautt took him under his wing. 
Gautt had been the first African-American player at Oklahoma in 
the 1950s and had gone on to play in the NFL. He currently runs 
the life skills program for the Big 12 Conference. 

“He saved me a lot,” Reamon said. “Before | knew what a 
psychiatrist was, he was one to me. His history of being the first 
black at Oklahoma was tremendous.” 

On the night of the Sugar Bowl, Vick called Reamon two 
hours before game time. He just wanted to say thanks. He was 
nervous. He wanted a pep talk. Reamon told Vick to calm down, 
the first quarter would be tremendously emotional. 

Vick did as he was told, calmly leading the Hokies down the 
field on a 76-yard drive. Then Beamer decided to go for it on 
fourth-and-goal from the one-yard line. A Florida State defender 
burst through the line and slapped the ball out of Vick's hand. 

The fumble was only his sixth of the year. The kid would still 
be great that night, just not perfect. There's plenty of time for 
that. 

“| plan to come back an even better player, even better quar- 
terback, mentally and physically,” Vick said. “Expect a lot from 
me next year.” 

Oh yeah. We're counting on it. 
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\WEINKE ISN'T 
DONE YET 


BY DENNIS DODD 


hey thought Chris Weinke was history. 
Florida State’s quarterback arrived at a highly-antici- 


pated Jan. 10 press conference dressed for success. Pressed 
slacks, open-collared dress shirt, sports jacket. For a guy who is 
more at home in a ratty baseball cap and sweat suit, the message 
was Clear that Florida State's junior quarterback meant business 
... in this case, business had to be translated as the NFL. 

“| thought he was gone,” offensive coordinator Mark Richt 
told the St. Petersburg Times that day. 

Instead, Weinke surprised everyone by announcing he was 
coming back for his senior season at Florida State. The fallout will 
be felt throughout the 2000 season. With Weinke returning for 
his senior season, the Seminoles are favored to defend their 
national championship. 

“Chris Weinke is the leader of our team,” Florida State coach 
Bobby Bowden said before the ‘Noles beat Virginia Tech in the 
Sugar Bowl. “Our kids will say that. | don’t have to say that. 
Sometimes you have a leader on offense that the defense will 
follow. All players follow Weinke. He’s the best one thing we've 
got going for us now.” 

And now he’s back for a final run on a team that returns 13 
seniors from Bowden's first undefeated season. In a way, it bucks 
a trend of high-profile players coming out early. At 28, Weinke is 
considered a veteran even by NFL standards. 

But in another way, it continues a trend started three years 
ago by Tennessee's Peyton Manning. The budding NFL star 
stayed his senior season for the sheer love of college football. 

The following year, Ricky Williams did the same thing at 
Texas. And then Ron Dayne at Wisconsin. And now Weinke. 

There’s more at work in Weinke’s situation. His age and lack 
of mobility are working against him, and he might not have been 
picked before the third round. 

“had 15 or 20 callers over the weekend who said, ‘Why 
wouldn't you go?’ ” Weinke said in January. “For me, personally, 
I'm not at the top of the mountain yet.” 

At 6-5, 240 pounds, Weinke has the size to be an NFL quar- 
terback ... but, perhaps, not the mobility. In this age of Michael 
Vick, that means a lot to NFL scouts. After hearing that, Weinke 
said he is dedicated to becoming the best quarterback in the 
country in 2000. 

So ... here goes, working on all elements of his game, espe- 
cially his footwork and the like, to see if he can improve at 28 the 
way most players hope to improve at 21. 

While his age would give him an edge in maturity over other 
prospects, a six-or-seven-year difference also means he doesn’t 
have the same kind of long-term upside. His value as an NFL 
player might very well be as a career backup, with the skills and 
maturity to run the team, but not to be counted upon to “take it 
to the next level” over the long haul. 

Well, he’s certainly been able to take Florida State to the next 
level. 

The roundabout career of Weinke has been recounted many 
times: He signed with Florida State in 1990 out of St. Paul, Minn., 


but signed a baseball contract with the Toronto Blue Jays. Six 
years later and burned out on baseball, Weinke called Florida 
State hoping there was still a place for him in Bowden's program. 

There was a spot, but that was all that was guaranteed. 

“He believes in himself,” Richt said. “He’s a mature man. He 
goes and plays baseball and he doesn’t get to the bigs. | guaran- 
tee you there’s a bunch of disappointment. He had to learn how 
to deal with it. Some kids come into major college football and 
they're stars in high school. 
They come in here and 
become the starter. Some- 
thing bad happens to them 
and they don’t know how 
to react.” 

Richt all but begged 
Weinke not to come to 
Florida State in 1997. Dan 
Kendra was going to be the 
starting quarterback. Florida 
State was heavily recruiting 
Drew Henson, the nation’s 
No. | prep quarterback. 

“| sat him down and 
told him, ‘the chances of 
you beating out Kendra 
aren't that great,” Richt 
said. “He said, ‘Il under- 
stand competition. | want 
to play in one of these big 
games.” 

“When Weinke com- 
mitted to us, I was kind of 
wanting to get Drew. | didn’t want Weinke to come and say after 
a few months, ‘This isn’t for me.’ ” 

Henson then committed to Michigan. A year later, in spring 
practice, Kendra blew out his knee and eventually moved to full- 
back. 

And suddenly, it was Weinke, who has proven to himself 
and anyone watching that, indeed, this is for him. He has lost 
one game (21-1) in his two years as a starter, a stretch inter- 
rupted when he suffered a broken vertebrae in his neck. 

That injury helped him focus on what he’s all about. And the 
more significant the situation becomes, the better Weinke seems 
to get. 

Fourteen times last season, opponents tied or took the lead 
on Florida State. Nine times, he drove the Seminoles back and 
answered with a touchdown or field goal on the ensuing posses- 
sion to preserve the perfect season. On those 14 drives, Weinke 
completed 70 percent of his passes and threw for more than 400 
yards. 

His last two games of 1999 were his best in a 3,103-yard, 
25-touchdown season. Weinke had his fingerprints all over a dra- 
matic 30-23 victory at Florida that set up the Sugar Bowl. Then in 
the sweet national championship game against Virginia Tech, he 
threw for 329 yards and four touchdowns. 

Duplicating those numbers would be twice as nice, especially 
if it improves his draft position. 

“There’s something very exciting,” Weinke said amid the 
Sugar Bowl celebration, “about going undefeated two years in 
a row.” 

Yes, they thought Chris Weinke was history ... but it turns 
out he’s intent on making it. 
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Wanna be alHead Coach? 


BY DENNIS DODD 


MIKE LEACH WONDERS how it all happened so fast. 


One moment he was a 25-year old kid with a law degree 
helping to represent a Hell’s Angel. 

The next, his life changed so radically you'd swear he had 
a guardian angel. 

Athletic directors want him. 

Rivals envy him. 

Players can’t wait to play for him. 

Women ... well, never mind. One of the hottest coaches in 
the country is still grounded in some ways, married with chil- 
dren. 

“It’s like John Steinbeck said after (receiving praise for) The 
Grapes of Wrath,” said Leach, Texas Tech’s new head coach, 

“| don’t know if I deserve it, but I’m glad I got it.” 

Leach’s story, or one similar to it, 
is being told in many ways in many 
places around college football this sea- 
son. There’s no more school of hard 
knocks ... there’s not even Chuck 
Knox. That was last century. 

These days, the best way to move 
up the ladder in college football is to 
be an offensive genius. 

These advocates for the four- 
receiver set can command big salaries 
and petulant quarterbacks, skirting the 
corner and tradition at the same time. 
Defense? Not exactly an afterthought in 
football, but in this day and age athletic directors are thinking 
entertainment first. 

“That's exactly right — that has the most to do with it,” Ken- 
tucky coach Hal Mumme said. “Selling tickets.” 

Check your local listings for times and dates of the next ris- 
ing star. Call them the progeny of Bobby Bowden and LaVell 
Edwards — two guys who were ahead of the curve when they 
rose to prominence 25 years ago at Florida State and BYU. 

“My biggest influence is LaVell Edwards,” Mumme said. “To 
me he’s not gotten enough credit. He’s coached out there in the 
WAC all these years. He had a vision back in the 1970s that went 
along with the change. I really think he changed the game of 
football.” 

Even Edwards and Bowden could not have foreseen what 
they wrought. In our pre-fab foresight society, even the grand 
old college game is being marketed like a video game. 

Leach, 39, is like the rest of the young and restless. He can 
A) move the ball, and B) turn a program around in a hurry while 
doing it. 


SCOTT HALLERAN/ALLSPORT USA 


64 Linpy’s Foorsatt ANNUALS 


When Texas Tech kicks it off this fall, Leach will have gone 
from coaching Tim Couch at Kentucky, to turning around Okla- 
homa’s offense, to getting his first Division I-A coaching job, all 
in less than two years. Punk rock lasted longer than that. No 
telling how far Leach will go. 

In the past two years, 22 of the 34 Division I-A hires have 
been coaches who made their reputations on offense. These are 
guys with panache, swagger and a game plan that sells tickets. 

Look around. Former NFL head coach June Jones took his 
run-and-shoot offense to Hawaii last season and tied for the 
biggest turnaround in NCAA history — from 0-12 to 9-4. 

Dennis Erickson, a longtime single-back guru, took a step 
down from the NFL and led Oregon State out of a 30-year losing 
streak and into a bowl game. 

Gary Crowton, former Louisiana Tech head coach, parlayed 
Tim Rattay and a record-setting performance against Nebraska 
into an NFL job with the Chicago Bears and is widely seen as a 
strong candidate to head a major program for 2001. 

This is football today. Offensive coaches are as much rock 
stars as field generals. 

“The offensive guys who are gaining attention are guys 
throwing the ball and spreading people out,” Crowton said. “It’s 
fun to watch, it sells seats and you can win with not always the 
greatest players.” 

What more do you need? Crowton, 43, finds himself coach- 
ing Cade McNown after helping develop Rattay. 

Jones could run for governor in Hawaii. Erickson could run for 
king in Oregon. 

Purdue coach Joe Tiller has proved you can win in the Big Ten 
using a passing offense instead of a cloud of dust. 

“I’m really impressed with the job Joe Tiller has done,” Jones 
said. “A lot of philosophies are similar. That's some of Steve 
Spurrier’s success, too. He's willing to take chances and throw 
the ball in a conference that hadn't seen the forward pass in a 
number of years.” 

Florida State’s Mark Richt, 40, could wake up any morning 
and announce, “I’m ready,” and have almost any job he wanted. 
The fact that he has stuck by Bowden’s side for 14 years is a trib- 
ute to the offense and the program. It also teases athletic direc- 
tors looking for new coaches each year. 

Richt keeps re-inventing Bowden’s innovative offense while 
the rest of the country keeps playing catch-up. 

“Texas throws the ball a lot. Florida throws the ball a lot. Def- 
initely, you go to a place where they use a wide-open offense,” 
said Jeremy Crabtree of the National Recruiting Advisor. “These 
kids are definitely putting that near the top of their list.” 

Mumme arrived at Kentucky in 1997 producing a blizzard of 
points. A year later, the state of Kentucky was officially in love 


2000 


of the Ball 


THE NEW FACES OF THE GAME 


They aren't all household 
names yet, they aren't all young, 
they aren't all doing it the same 
way ... but the hot coaching 
names in college football are all 


about offense. 


~ RICKY BUSTLE, Virginio Tech — Michael 


Vick's coordinator. 


+ TOM GABLE, Idaho — Former Colorado 
offensive coordinator gets head coaching job 


at 35. 


* DANA DIMEL, Houston — Former Kansas 
State offensive coach made Wyoming compeli- 


tive in every game. 


* DENNIS ERICKSON, Oregon State — Vet- 
eran found redemption after mediocre results 


in the NFL. 


» JUNE JONES, Hawaii — Doing it in 
reverse, going from the NFL to paradise. 

* HAL MUMME, Kentucky — From Valdosta, 
Ga., to Kentucky renaissance. 

» GARY NORD, UTEP — Hand-picked by 
athletic director Bob Stull, an offensive guy 


himself. 


Schwartzkopf. 


SCOTT HALLERAN/ALLSPORT USA 


with Mumme's “Air Raid” offense. It produced the program's first 
New Year’s Day bowl in 46 years. 

A new day is dawning. Just ask C.M. Newton, who recently 
retired as Kentucky's athletic director in the spring at age 69. 

“Twas asked if | were a 45-year old athletic director with a 
bunch of kids at home, would I have hired a guy like Hal?” New- 
ton said. “I might have given some thought to hiring a so-called 
‘name’ coach. But I was interested in getting us back competi- 
tive. 

“| said, ‘Let’s go get somebody who will air it out.’ It’s a style 
of play that players love to play and fans like. Hal is a lot like Rick 
Pitino. | told Hal that we were looking for someone who will 
press, fast break and shoot the threes on grass. ” 
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+ MARK RICHT, Florido State — Offensive 
coordinator will soon grab a high-profile job, 
~ RICH RODRIGUEZ, Clemson — The 
hottest offensive coordinator this side of 


That’s all Adolph Rupp's extended 
family needed to hear, a basketball anal- 
ogy. This ball is oblong, but Kentucky fans 
are still snatching up every available seat. 
Almost every team from Nebraska to 
Florida State is incorporating some form of 
Mumme and Jones’ plan. Jones’ run-and- 
shoot is a great equalizer for a program 
that can’t match up physically with a lot of 
programs. Mumme puts a premium on 

a quarterback who is a coach on the field, 
frequently audibling at the last second 
into what he hopes is a more effective 
play. 

“The premium is speed,” Jones said. 
“Whether they be big or small, if you're 
going to compromise you're going to 
compromise for speed. A lot of times you 
can't get the big, fast kid because Notre 
Dame wants him. Our offense is going to 
attract guys that want to play at the next 
level.” 

It’s the quickness of the revolution that 
blinds some. 

While coach at Louisiana Tech, Crow- 
ton took an ill-advised game against 
Nebraska to kick off the 1998 season. 

The Bulldogs lost 56-27, but left a lasting 
impression on Nebraska and the country. 
His quarterback, Tim Rattay, threw for 590 
yards, a record against the Huskers. His 
top receiver, Troy Edwards, set an NCAA 
record with 405 yards receiving. 

Within a year, Louisiana Tech was invited 
to join the Western Athletic Conference; 
Rattay had been in Sports Illustrated, Edwards was drafted by the 
Steelers; and Crowton was with the Bears. It wasn’t exactly 
overnight success ... but it was pretty darn close. 

“Getting on television was a great thing,” Crowton said. 

“It wasn’t one of the best teams I've had, but it got us exposed. 
The notoriety of what we could do with the ball was fun to watch. 
It helped in recruiting. It kind of brought national attention. That 
helped them get in that conference. People will talk about 
Louisiana Tech.” 

Crowton’s offense — developed over the years during stops 
at BYU, Colorado State, Boston College and Georgia Tech — was 
no gimmick. While working for Tom Coughlin at Boston College, 
Crowton coached Glen Foley, who engineered the biggest upset 
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GOTTA SCORE TO WIN 


Defense might win championships, but offense wins jobs. 

A look at the 115 Division I-A coaches shows that 72 of them — 64.3 percent — 
built their pre-head coaching careers predominantly on offense, while 39 were defense- 
oriented as assistants, with four pretty well split between the two before becoming a 


head coach. 


This isn’t to say their teams lean more to one side or the other (you can be the judge 
of that), but their path to the head coaching office more often than not went through the 


offensive staff meetings. 


Here's a conference-by-conference breakdown: 


ACC 

Offense (5): Tommy Bowden (Clemson), Bobby Bowden 
(Florida State), Jim Caldwell (Wake Forest), Carl Franks 
(Duke), George Welsh (Virginia). 

Defense (4): Chuck Amato (North Carolina State), 
George O'Leary (Georgia Tech), Carl Torbush (North Car- 
olina), Ron Vanderlinden (Maryland). 


BIG 12 

Offense (5): Terry Allen (Kansas), Gary Barnett (Col- 
orado), Mack Brown (Texas), Mike Leach (Texas Tech), 
Frank Solich (Nebraska). 

Defense (6): Dan McCarney (lowa State), Bob Simmons 
(Oklahoma State), R.C. Slocum (Texas A&M), Larry Smith 
(Missouri), Kevin Steele (Baylor), Bobby Stoops (Okla- 
homa). 

Both (1): Bill Snyder (Kansas State). 


BIG EAST 

Offense (5): Walt Harris (Pittsburgh), Don Nehlen 
(West Virginia), Tom O'Brien (Boston College), Terry Shea 
(Rutgers), Bobby Wallace (Temple). 

Defense (2): Frank Beamer (Virginia Tech), Paul 
Pasqualoni (Syracuse). 

Both (1): Butch Davis (Miami, Fla.). 


BIG TEN 

Offense (8): Cam Cameron (Indiana), Kirk Ferentz 
(lowa), Glen Mason (Minnesota), Joe Paterno (Penn 
State), Joe Tiller (Purdue), Ron Turner (Illinois), Randy 
Walker (Northwestern), Bobby Williams (Michigan State). 
Defense (3): Barry Alvarez (Wisconsin), Lloyd Carr 
(Michigan), John Cooper (Ohio State) 


BIG WEST 

Offense (6): Tom Cable (Idaho), Mick Dennehy (Utah 
State), Darrell Dickey (North Texas), Joe Hollis (Arkansas 
State), Dirk Koetter (Boise State), Tony Samuel (New Mex- 
ico State). 


CONFERENCE USA 

Offense (7): Todd Berry (Army), Jeff Bower (Southern 
Miss), Watson Brown (UAB), Dana Dimel (Houston), Steve 
Logan (East Carolina), Chris Scelfo (Tulane), Rip Scherer 
(Memphis). 

Defense (2): Rick Minter (Cincinnati), John L. Smith 
(Louisville). 
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INDEPENDENTS 

Offense (3): Jack Bicknell (Louisiana Tech), Mike 
Kruczek (Central Florida), Charlie Weatherby (Navy). 
Defense (4): Jerry Baldwin (Lo.-Lafayette), Bob Davie 
(Notre Dame), Randy Edsall (Connecticut), Andy McCollum 
(Middle Tennessee St.). 
Both (1): Bobby Keasler (La.-Monroe). 


MID-AMERICAN 

Offense (6): Craig Cirbus (Buffalo), Mike DeBord (Cen- 
tral Michigan), Bill Lynch (Ball State), Lee Owens (Akron), 
Gary Pinkel (Toledo), Jeff Woodruff (Eastern Michigan). 
Defense (7): Gary Blackney (Bowling Green), Gary Dar- 
nell (Western Michigan), Jim Grobe (Ohio), Terry Hoepp- 
ner (Miami, 0.), Joe Novak (Northern Illinois), Dean Pees 
(Kent), Bobby Pruett (Marshall). 


MOUNTAIN WEST 

Offense (5): Fisher DeBerry (Air Force), LaVell Edwards 
(Brigham Young), Ron McBride (Utah), John Robinson 
(UNLV), Ted Tollner (San Diego State). 

Defense (3): Vic Koennig (Wyoming), Rocky Long (New 
Mexico), Denny Schuler (Colorado State). 


PACIFIC-10 

Offense (8): Mike Bellotti (Oregon), Dennis Erickson 
(Oregon St.), Paul Hackett (USC), Rick Neuheisel (Wash- 
ington), Mike Price (Washington St.), Bruce Snyder (ASU), 
Bob Toledo (UCLA), Tyrone Willingham (Stanford). 
Defense (1): Tom Holmoe (California). 

Both (1): Dick Tomey (Arizona). 


SEC 

Offense (7): David Cutcliffe (Mississippi), Jim Donnan 
(Georgia), Phil Fulmer (Tennessee), Lou Holtz (South Car- 
olina), Hal Mumme (Kentucky), Houston Nutt (Arkansas), 
Steve Spurrier (Florida). 

Defense (5): Mike DuBose (Alabama), Nick Saban 
(LSU), Jackie Sherrill (Mississippi State), Tommy Tuberville 
(Auburn), Woody Widenhofer (Vanderbilt). 


WAC 

Offense (7): Dave Baldwin (San Jose State), Mike Cavan 
(SMU), Dennis Franchione (TCU), Ken Hatfield (Rice), Pat 
Hill (Fresno St.), June Jones (Hawaii), Gary Nord (UTEP). 
Defense (2): Keith Burns (Tulsa), Chris Tormey 
(Nevada). 


of the 1993 season over Notre Dame. 
While at Louisiana Tech from 1996-98, 
Crowton coached the Bulldogs to victories 
over California and Mississippi State. In 
1999 under new coach Jack Bicknell III, 
Louisiana Tech shocked Alabama using 
much of the offense Crowton had 
installed. 

Who knew Mumme four years ago? 
The then Valdosta State coach won a 
Division I] national championship in 1996 
throwing the ball all over the lot. Some- 
how he caught the eye of the venerable 
Newton who'd just fired consecutive re- 
treads — Jerry Claiborne and Bill Curry. 

Then Mumme and Leach, his offensive 
coordinator, shocked them all. 

They did it by installing the spread 
offense and finding their perfect quarter- 
back in Couch. It helped that Mumme was 
a colorful quote. And even when Ken- 
tucky lost, it invariably did so scoring at 
least 30 points. 

Defense? Those are details that they'll 
deal with later. 


“Fans nowadays appreciate the passing 
game more because they can see the 
ball,” Mumme said. “They spend the 
whole offseason watching college hoops 
and the NBA and they get addicted to the 
fast pace and being able to see the ball. 

“When | first put this offense in at Cop- 
peras Cove (Texas) High School in 1986, 
one of the booster club people said, ‘You 
know, Coach, one of the things fun about 
watching y’all play is seeing the ball.’ I'd 
never heard that before ... but think about 
it: In those days, a lot of high school 
teams would be running the Wing-T. You 
just can’t see the ball. It kind of looks like 
a big wad moving down the field. It’s 
Wad Ball.” 

And Wad Ball is boring ball. 

In Mumme'’s first year, Kentucky was 
begging to get on the SEC's syndicated 
television package. Last year, 10 of its 12 
games were televised. Expansion closed 
in both ends of Commonwealth Stadium. 
In recruiting, Mumme landed two of the 
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SAINT CHRISTO! 
(No. 6 of 1972) 
FORM OF LICENCE 
GIBRALTAR SPORTS INC as 
: ST CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS : 
fee of _.2108,00.00 


» ST XITTS 


Immediate Membership 
(No Fees) 


A Special 10% Bonus - a one- 
time 10% bonus, will be added 
for all new members on your 
initial deposit only. 

Minimum initial deposit $500.00 
Minimum wager $50.00 

We pick up all charges for 
deposits of $500 or more and 
withdrawals of $1000 or more. 
Payouts Monday thru Friday. 


Referral Bonus - you will receive 
10% of the initial deposit of any 
new member that you referred to 
Gibraltar Sports, Inc. 


¢ At Gibraltar Sports, you are a 
valued client, not just a pin #. 


¢ Seasonal special for clients. 


Local Phone: 
1-869-465-0688 


in Canada: 
1-800-863-2904 


LICENCES ON BUSINESSES AND OCCUPATIONS ACT. 1 
N 


is hereby 
RACE AND SPORTS BOOK 


Gibraltar 


Sports, Inc. 


Guaranteed Withdrawal Program 
Gibraltar Sports, Inc. guarantees any member requesting a 
withdrawal from their account Monday through Thursday 
(noon to 8 PM, EST), that within 48 hours of your 
request, you will (A) receive your check, or (B) you will 
be able to obtain a FedEx tracking number, confirming 
that your package is in Fed Ex’s hands — and is on its 
way to you!...or Gibraltar Sports, Inc. will pay you 
double the amount requested! 


“We always pay... —. 
and you can bet on it” 


“Service is the secret to our success” 
FOOTBALL Why join us... 
¢ Teasers—6—6-1/2—7 points Sides or — 1. Guaranteed withdrawal program 


Totals (Pro or College) 2. Licensed, confidential, safe & 
e Special 3 team 10 point teasers (Sides secure 


and Nevis 


or Totals) ee 
e Parlay Cards available by phone 7 alte pte el at pes 
BASKETBALL ; deposits and withdrawals 
e Teasers 4 and 5 points Sides or Total 4. You always talk to a live operator 
(Pro or College) 5. You are under no pressure to play 


e Money Lines on ALL NFL, NBA or 
College games 10 Points or less. 

BASEBALL 

e 10 cent line—Visiting, Home or Listed 7. 
Pitchers available 

e 2-3-4 team parlays available on all 
Sports (Sides or Totals) — 9 

e Future wagers on the 4 major sports 

e Courteous, Professional Staff 

e State of the Art computers and 
recording system 


For a free brochure or to join...Western Union or Federal Express...call: 


1-888-656-7536 


100 Liverpool Row, Basseterre, St. Kitts 


6. All deposits of $500 or more and 
withdrawals of $1000 or more we 
pick up charges 

Football lines up on Monday 


8. We always stay open until the last 
game 


. We are here to service the client 
10. 10% Bonus for new members only 


11. We always pay our customers and 
you can bet on it. 


IT IS THE INDIVIDUAL’S RESPONSIBILITY TO DETERMINE WHETHER THESE SERVICES ARE PERMITTED UNDER THE LAWS OF ONE’S OWN JURISDICTION. 


COACHING CHANGES FOR 2000 


Out: Bob Sutton (44-55-1, nine years) — Army's move to Conference USA in 1998 was Suttons undoing. 

In: Todd Berry — Rebuilt Division I-AA Illinois State, where he was hired by current Army AD Rick Greenspan. 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

Out: Dick Flynn (30-37, six years) — He won the MAC in 1994 ... then had five straight losing seasons. 

In: Mike DeBord — Spent the past eight seasons with Michigan, the last three as offensive coordinator. 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 

Out: Rick Rasnick (20-34, five years) — Had some good players (Charlie Batch, LJ. Shelton), not enough wins. 
In: Jeff Woodruff — Don James’ son-in-law coached at Washington, most recently at Arizona. 

HOUSTON 

Out: Kim Helton (24-53, seven years) — Seven-win season (his second winning record) wasn't enough. 

In: Dana Dimel — Cougs get a young coach (37) from Wyoming with personality and passing tendencies. 
IDAHO 

Out: Chris Tormey (33-23, five years) — Led alma mater to league title, leaves to help Nevada move to WAC. 
In: Tom Cable — Returns to alma mater after spending last season as Colorado's offensive coordinator. 

LSU 

Out: Gerry DiNardo (32-24-1, five years) — Won bowls his first three years, slid to 6-15 in last two seasons. 
In: Nick Saban — Jumped at the chance to bolt Michigan State and make $1.2 million per year. 

MICHIGAN STATE 

Out: Nick Saban (34-24-1, five years) — Left green of Michigan State for greener pastures at LSU. 

In: Bobby Williams — Selection of MSU associate head coach a popular choice with players, fans, recruits. 
NEVADA 

Out: Jeff Tisdel (23-21, four years) — Fired after 3-8 season, he landed at Sierra College. 

In: Chris Tormey — Idaho coach jumps to team joining the WAC (not Sun Belt, like Idaho). 

NORTH CAROLINA STATE 


Out: Mike O'Cain (41-40, seven years) — Coming up one-yard short vs. North Carolina spelled doom for 0'Cain. 


In: Chuck Amato — Florida State assistant was a player and defensive coordinator for the Wolfpack. 

TEXAS TECH 

Out: Spike Dykes (82-67-1, 13 years) — The 61-year-old coach called it quits on his own terms, 

In: Mike Leach — Offensive whiz kid leaves Oklahoma for first college head coaching job. 

TULSA 

Out: Dave Rader (49-80, 12 years) — Fired in late October amid eighth straight losing season. 

In: Keith Burns — Defensive guru had quality stints at Rice, Southern California, and, most recently, Arkansas. 
UTAH STATE 

Out: Dave Arslanian (7-15, two years) — Aggies had quick hook due to low attendance, lots of losses. 

In: Mick Dennehy — Was a Division I-AA success, going 39-12 in four years at Montana. 

UTEP 

Out: Charlie Bailey (19-53-1, 6 years) — Resigned at 59 after long struggle trying to build lowly program. 
In: Gary Nord — Upgraded UTEP's offense from 97th to 43rd in the past three seasons as coordinator. 
WYOMING 

Out: Dana Dimel (23-12, three years) — Another stepping stone coach in Laramie, this one bolts to Houston. 
In: Vic Koenning — Cowboys moved quickly fo appoint Koenning, formerly defensive coordinator. 


Scoring increased 20 points per game. 
For a once-powerful program that hasn't 
won a conference title since 1987, 7-5 felt 
like heaven. 

“You tend to get more attention on 
offense,” Leach said. “A lot of people 
want to throw the ball. Sometimes the 
quarterback gets a lot of attention. As a 
result, the coaches on that side of the ball 
do, too.” 

Coaching initially was a lark for Leach. 
While working as a law clerk in Los Ange- 
les, he wanted to give coaching a try. 
Leach had blown through Brigham Young 
in four years and Pepperdine Law School 
in three when he came up for air in 1986. 

“| didn’t want to get old and say, ‘Gee, 
| should have tried coaching,’ ” Leach 
said. “I figured I’d coach for a year or two 
and go back and be an attorney. | got the 
coaching bug real fast.” 

Leach’s detour has lasted 11 years and 
counting. There were stops at Cal Poly-San 
Luis Obispo, College of the Desert and 
professional football in Finland before lowa 
Wesleyan. 

That will humble you. But it beat the 
alternative. As a law clerk, Leach once 
helped a Hell’s Angel sue to run with the 
Olympic torch in 1984. 

“There was the person who blew a fuse 
and killed her family and burned down the 
house,” Leach said recalling some of his 
more “interesting” cases. 

“There were a couple of guys from 
South Central Los Angeles who had been 
busted for stealing a car. They went down 
to UCLA and carjacked a couple. Some- 
how they decided the best thing to do 
was execute both of them so they would- 
n't violate probation. 

“Am | utilizing my law degree? Proba- 
bly not.” 

Who cares. In comparison, staring 
down Nebraska's defense is a pleasant 
alternative — and even better-paying. 


top five offensive linemen in Ohio. So much for good ol’ Ohio 
State. 

“People said, ‘You can’t run that offense against corner- 
backs at this level,’ ” Leach said. "But you go to another level and 
the receivers are at a higher level. It puts the ball in a lot of differ- 
ent people’s hands. Whether you've got the best players or not, 
it gives you a chance.” 

Leach was so good at fooling defenses that he stayed only 
three years at Kentucky before being offered the offensive coordi- 
nator job at Oklahoma. 

“| think they were cheering first downs there before Mike 
arrived,” Mumme said. 

They were begging him to stay by the end of last season. 
Behind Josh Heupel’s arm, Oklahoma became one of only two 
teams in the country to have six players catch at least 20 passes. 
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In many ways, Leach is still the easy-going guy who grew up in 
Cody, Wyoming. He wears his trademark windbreaker and can be 
seen scarfing down a bagful of burgers at lunch just to save time. 
Considering Leach’s hat trick — Valdosta State, Kentucky 

and Oklahoma — Texas Tech will expect instant results. They just 
might get it. Leach immediately landed highly touted quarterback 
Jason Winn from Granada Hills (Calif.) High School. 

“You've got to figure out what your identity is,” Leach said. 

“Nebraska and various teams run the ball. Coach (Barry) 
Switzer had his identity with the wishbone. | felt like | was an 
offensive guy. A lot of people have said the most important part 
of football is defense and that’s probably true, but | was geared 
more toward offense.” 

And so, it seems, is the rest of college football. 
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Gillian Brinegar 
Oregon 
Duck fans will miss 
seeing Gillian’s 
cheering talents 
displayed on the | 
sidelines come 
next fall. A native 
of Salem, Gillian is 
a recent graduate 
of the University 
of Oregon with 
a degree in 
journalism. 
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Rainie 
Guzman 
Louisiana State 
University 
Tiger fans have 
enjoyed cheering 
along with Rainie 
Guzman, who 
served as the 1999- 
2000 captain for 
the Louisiana State 
pom squad — 
Golden Girls. Rainie 
spends her free time 
dancing, jogging 
and reading. This 
senior education 
major hails from 
Lutcher and is a 
member of Phi Mu 
sorority. 
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Claire Hart 
TCU 
This TCU Showgirl is in her rookie 

season as a Horned Frog cheerleader. 
Claire is an e-commerce and marketing 
major, who enjoys dancing and spend- 
ing free time with her Delta Delta Delta 

sorority sisters. 
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Emily McKinney 
Oklahoma State 


During the week, she 
stays busy as a member 
of several academic and 
social organizations. On 

Saturdays in the fall, 

Emily spends her free 

time on the sideline 

cheering for the Cow- 
boys. Among this dental 
hygiene major’s list of 
activities are Kappa 

Alpha Theta social 

sorority, Phi Eta 
Sigma honor society, 
Golden Key national 

honor society and OSU 63 


| President's Leadership 


Council. 
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Wendy Simmons 
University of Miami 


Dancing and athletics are 
among Wendy's 
favorite hobbies, 

and Hurricane 
fans get to see 
both of these 
talents dis- 
Played on the 
sidelines each 
fall Saturday. 
A native of Ft. 
Lauderdale, 
Wendy is a 
United 
Cheerleading 
Association 
_ All-Star, as well 
as an All-State 
Cheerleader. 
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Kristin Rozum 
Northwestern 
This communications stud- 


ies and psychology double 
major is also a Dean’s List 
student and Golden Key 
z national honor society 
. Nye member. Kristin enjoys 
\)) teaching spinning and 
ee, S) aerobics classes in her 
fo. CY) spare time, as well as 
taking an active 
part in College 
Republicans and 
Northwestern 
Law Society. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


en jember of No re Dame's 
ad, this Chio native has 


Tiffany Stays busy as a members pveral acad- 

emic and social organizations7xA 

ness/administration, major's favorite 

are skiing and serving,as a voluntéeernic 

lowa Shrine Bow! and the Children’s Miracle» 
Network. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


s' ouctout the rest/of t 
jan find Jessica spending ti 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


Lindsay Klyce 


University of Alabama 
Hailing from Birmingham, 
Alabama, Lindsay dances on the 
nationally ranked Crimson 
Cabaret dance team. She is a 
freshman majoring in psychology 
and a member of Delta Delta Delta 
sorority. When she is not dancing 
for the Tide she enjoys snow 
skiing and i apie 
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Baylor 
The Bears might not have celebrated 
a homecoming victory over Colorado 
last season, but Georgetown’s Brynn 
Rutledge reigned at the halftime 
festivities. A 2000 graduate, this 
tary education major was a: 
ae gf several academic and social 
‘ofgatitiifions, including Gamma Beta 
Phi, Baylor Students Association, and 
Chi Omega, de 
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A YEAR AGO, you couldn’t have blamed Eric Crouch if he had 
a bit of an edge to him as the season began. 
He had outplayed Bobby Newcombe in fall camp, yet New- 


combe was named the Nebraska starting quarterback when the 


season opened. 


There were rumors that Crouch had, 
at least for several hours, quit the team 
upon hearing the news that he was No. 2 
from coach Frank Solich. 

There was talk that he would change 
positions, never to play quarterback 
again. 

There were rumblings that he would 
transfer. 

“It was one thing after another,” 
Crouch said. “Just a whirlwind.” 

The whirlwind down the Nebraska 
plain blew that backup quarterback into a 
tizzy that eventually left him as the Big 
12's co-offensive Player of the Year. 

This season, there are no questions 
about the identity of the Cornhuskers’ 
starting quarterback. The job is Crouch’s 
and Crouch’s alone. No longer is he con- 
sidered second-best at Nebraska. 

He's the best in the Big 12, and one 
of the best in the country. 

With all but one starter returning on 
his side of the ball, Crouch finds himself in 
position to thrive in the Huskers’ multiple, 
option-based offense. Everything — team 
chemistry, most importantly — is set. 

“Everyone knows his role on this 
team this year,” Crouch said, “which 
really helps out as far as tension.” 

To say there was tension in the 
Nebraska program early last fall would be 
an understatement. The Newcombe- 
Crouch situation was ripe fodder for daily 
speculation, as was the controversy sur- 
rounding disgruntled I-back DeAngelo 
Evans (who was dismissed from the 
team), and both issues wore on Solich in 
his second season as head coach. 

Crouch began the season backing up 
Newcombe, seeing significant playing 
time but not enough to say that the 
Huskers were truly rotating quarterbacks. 

When Crouch was on the field at 
quarterback the first two games, against 
lowa and California, it seemed as if the 
offense clicked. It quickly became evident 
that Crouch was superior at running the 
option. Newcombe, on the other hand, 
either played tentatively or he tried to 


STEVE BEYER 


force things, as if he were looking over 
his shoulder. 
A full-blown quarterback controversy 


had started, and something had to give. 

Before the third game, Newcombe 
approached Solich about switching to 
wingback. Solich obliged, willingly. 
Crouch was now the man. 

And now Crouch is the man more 
than ever at quarterback, with Newcombe 
serving as the team’s big-play guy at 
wingback. 

“The big thing | had to tell myself was 
that | had to be patient and make oppor- 
tunities when given the chance,” Crouch 
said. “] went out against lowa for a cou- 
ple of series and made some great plays, 
plays that I'd see on the highlight reel all 
year. The same thing with the game 
against California. | had to make the best 
of it because | wasn’t the starter at the 


time. It was a chance for me to go out 
and prove myself.” 

Crouch began building his case in the 
42-7 win over lowa by scoring three 
touchdowns after entering the game for 
the first time midway through the second 
quarter. On one of his runs, he flattened 
cornerback Mikkel Brown for one of the 
aforementioned highlight-reel plays. 

In the following week’s 45-0 win over 
California, Crouch ran for two touch- 
downs, passed for another ... and even 


caught a 60-yard touchdown 
pass from Newcombe. 

When Crouch was named 
the starting quarterback for 
the Southern Mississippi game, the 
atmosphere around the team changed. 

“When the quarterback controversy 
ended,” said offensive lineman Russ 
Hochstein, “it lifted a lot of pressure off 
those guys. Then you got to see how 
good they could play — Eric at quarter- 
back and Bobby at wingback — and peo- 
ple quit worrying about it.” 

Crouch struggled in his first start, 
a 20-13 victory over Southern Miss, but 
he seemed to get better each week. 

He was at his best in the biggest 
games: 


* He passed for a career-high 204 
yards in a 24-20 loss at Texas. 

* He rushed for 137 yards and passed 
for 95 in a 37-0 shutout of Texas A&M. 

* He ran for 158 yards in a 41-15 win 
over Kansas State. 

* He ran for 123 yards, plus the game- 
winning touchdown run, in a 33-30 over- 
time win at Colorado. 

The 6-1, 195-pounder out of Omaha's 
Millard North High School finished as the 
nation’s No. 2 rushing quarterback (889 
yards) and the national leader for rushing 

touchdowns by a quarterback (16). He 
threw only four interceptions while com- 
pleting 83 of 160 passes (51.9 percent) 
for 1,269 yards. 

“This year it’s going to be a lot easier 
that first game, starting and knowing that 
it’s a leadership role I’m going to be 
playing,” Crouch said. “Last year, | felt as 
if | had to build myself into a leader.” 

Crouch quickly earned the respect of 
his teammates. A fierce competitor, 
Crouch is not one to shy from contact. 

Remember the Kansas State game in 
1998 when Wildcat linebacker Travis 


Ochs grabbed Crouch’s facemask and 
completely twisted the quarterback’s 
head around? There was no flag thrown, 
but Crouch popped right back up and 
continued to lead a Nebraska comeback 
attempt that fell short. 

Hochstein recalled a number of other 
instances in which Crouch was hit so hard 
that the linemen could feel it. 

“It says a lot to a lineman to know his 
quarterback is willing to take pain,” 
Hochstein said. “He wants the ball, he 
wants to be around the ball and he loves 
the excitement and action of a game. You 
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have to respect a guy who's willing to put 
it all out there. Even if you miss your 
block, he’s still willing to pound it in there 
and get an extra yard or two.” 

That's not to say Crouch is indestruc- 
tible. He received a medical hardship his 
first year on campus (1997) after having 
surgeries to remove bone spurs and to 
repair a torn posterior cruciate ligament in 
his left knee. As a redshirt freshman in 
1998, when he was a backup to New- 
combe, he missed one game with a ham- 
string pull and three more with a hip 
pointer. 

Last season Crouch played with a sore 
right (throwing) shoulder. He underwent 
arthroscopic shoulder surgery after the 
31-21 Fiesta Bowl win over Tennessee 
and had only limited contact in spring 
practice. 

Crouch was bothered to varying 
degrees by the shoulder for most of last 
season. 

“We still ran him,” Solich said. “At 
times it irritated him, but never to the 
point where we felt he was in danger of 
not playing. When you ask as much of a 
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quarterback as we do, there always is a 
concern that he might not come out 100- 
percent healthy. We once ran him 27 
times (against K-State), and to hold up as 
well as he did was really great.” 

To protect his shoulder, Crouch saw 
only mild contact in spring practice, which 
was no major concern to Solich. 

“Eric doesn’t have to prove anything 
to us,” said Solich, who used Crouch’s 
limited availability as an opportunity to 
develop a backup quarterback. 

That Crouch wasn’t allowed to start on 


last season. Newcombe had quarter- 
backed the team at the start of the 1998 
season and was outstanding. But he suf- 
fered a knee injury and was never the 
same, appearing in a total of only six 
games. Meanwhile, Crouch was among 
the quarterbacks who filled in while New- 
combe was out. 

Newcombe missed 1999 spring ball 
after having reconstructive knee surgery, 
returning in fall camp. Crouch appeared to 
perform better than Newcombe in the 
hotly contested quarterback race during 
preseason practices and scrimmages. Still, 
Newcombe was named the starter head- 
ing into the season, partly because of 
Solich’s rule that says a player doesn’t 
lose his position after coming back from 
an injury. 

Crouch, after being told the news, 
drove back to Omaha to visit with his high 
school coach, and there were reports that 
Nebraska receivers coach Ron Brown, who 
recruited Crouch, tracked him down at 
Millard North. 

The hot rumor was that Crouch had 
quit and that Brown followed Crouch to 

Omaha to talk him out 
of it. 

Crouch insists that he 
never quit and only was 
seeking counsel when he 
went to visit his high 
school coach. 

“| never thought about 
quitting at all,” Crouch 
said. “I just thought about 
how I was going to bea 
participant on this team 
and what my role would 
be, as a quarterback or as 
a receiver or wherever 
the coaches were going 
to use me. | just wanted 
to be used.” 

Crouch said he knew his time would 
come. 

“Everybody deals with adversity,” he 
said. “The way | handled it was to take my 
frustration out and some of my emotions 
out on the field. A lot of times when | did 
that, good things happened.” 

Crouch still carries that emotion onto 
the field, even though his job as starting 
quarterback, for the first time, is safe. 

“Experience has taught me that you 
can never be comfortable with your posi- 
tion,” he said. “You have to play as if 
someone could take it away.” Hf 


merit was one of the great mysteries early 


et’s see, now. There's Jacksonville 

Jaguar coach Tom Coughlin, quoted 

as saying Notre Dame was his dream 
job. There's Texas Christian coach Dennis 
Franchione, one of the hot coaches with 


career rungs left to climb. There's Barry 
Alvarez, considered one of the best 


NOTRE DAME 


FIGHTING IRISH 


business owner in South Bend last fall put 
the words “Start Packin’ Bob” in lights. 
Check out the Internet. The truth’s 
graveyard has been a favorite home for peo- 
ple whose full-time job seems to be finding 
reasons for Notre Dame to fire Davie. 
But remember that Notre Dame 


approachability when he took over for 
Holtz, has transformed into a man metic- 
ulous with every word. 

He waited for several days before 
commenting on the light sanctions 
handed down last winter by the NCAA. 
He did not comment on Wadsworth’s 


Davie, Irish Face a Tough Task Early 


coaches in modern Big Ten history after 
leading Wisconsin to three Rose Bowl 
titles in the past decade. There's Florida’s 
Steve Spurrier, rumored to have told a 
friend just how much he would love to 
coach at Notre Dame. 

Then there's Oregon's Mike Bellotti, 
Navy's Charlie Weatherbie, Purdue's Joe 
Tiller, ABC-TV’s Terry Bowden ... name an 
upwardly mobile coach and he has proba- 
bly been the subject of a Notre Dame 
football coaching rumor since the end of 
last season. 

Meanwhile, the man clinging tenu- 
ously to the job, Bob Davie, works 
through the whispers. A 5-7 record in 
1999 gave Davie a 21-16 overall mark in 
three seasons under the Golden Dome, 
with two years remaining on his original 
deal and three left on the extension the 
university awarded him before last fall. 

Check out the signs in the yards. One 


at a glance 


1999: 57 Overall 

COACH: Bob Davie — At Notre Dame and 
Overall: 21-16, 3 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 3; 7 Offense. 
5 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 18 Julius Jones, 
QB Arnaz Battle, $ Tony Driver, K Nick 
Setta, DE Grant Irons 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Four offensive 
line starters necessitate return to power 
football. Receiving corps is deep and tal- 
ented. Defensive strength lies in pass-rush- 


reneges on its written contracts about as 
often as England changes queens, not that 
that will quell the speculation. Especially 
not after Notre Dame forced a resignation 
last winter on the man who hired Davie 
and gave him the contract extension — 
athletic director Michael Wadsworth. 

The replacement, former Arizona 
State athletic director Kevin White, has 
maintained a public position of neutrality. 
But all Notre Dame fans remember that 
only 17 months after Wadsworth took 
over in 1995, Lou Holtz was mumbling 
something about leaving because it was 
the right thing to do. White started on the 
job last April. That would make Davie's 
possible departure November, 2001, if 
you have 17 months in the office pool. 

Such rampant, unsubstantiated spec- 
ulation permeates through the Notre 
Dame football program. Davie, a coach 
known for his easy-going manner and 


ing potential of Irons and Tony Weaver. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Secondary 
remains untested and weak at cornerback. 


Anew kicker, Setta, has promise if not expe- 
rience. Schedule is a killer, especially early. 
OVERVIEW: With a new quarterback and | 

a suspect secondary, it seems unrealistic to 
expect too many big things. If they start 4- 

1, expect a New Year's Day bowl. Davie 
needs at least eight victories to stave off 
people clamoring for his job. And that 
may not even do it. 


departure until several days later. He 
chose not to attend the press conference 
announcing White's hiring because he 
said he didn’t want to be a distraction. 

Understand that when a Notre Dame 
football coach says he prefers paper to plastic 
at the grocery store, it’s news in South Bend. 

So imagine the local outcry last spring, 
when Davie not only closed spring prac- 
tices to the media, but also banned his 
players from talking at all to reporters. And 
this was April, five months from the Sept. 2 
season opener against Texas A & M. 

The famous tunnel leading out of the 
Notre Dame locker room has become 
a path to a bunker out of which Davie’s 
thoughts seem to originate. That mentality 
makes the most cynical fans wonder if 
Davie’s fear of making a public misstep 
will translate into his game plans. 

It’s a fair question, but they're all fair 
questions after a disastrous 5-7 season 
that began with all the coincidental corre- 
lations between third-year Irish coaches 
Ara Parseghian, Dan Devine and Lou 
Holtz and national championships in '66, 
WT, 88so03 

Everybody forgot to mention what 
happened to Terry Brennan (2-8), Joe 
Kuharich (5-5) and Gerry Faust (7-5) in 
their third seasons. 

As this season begins, Davie is like 
the guy washing windows on the outside 
of the Empire State Building. If he allows 


SENIOR STRONG SAFETY TONY DRIVER, WHO 
STARTED AT SAFETY AS A SOPHOMORE BUT 
SWITCHED TO TAILBACK LAST YEAR, MISSED 

MOST OF LAST SEASON AFTER VIOLATING 
UNIVERSITY RULES REGARDING CURFEW. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 
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Nane / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CouEGE 


BIBLE, Garron RB 5-10, 185 Kingwood, TX Kingwood 
Dallas Morning News Top 100 @ District Offensive Most Valuable Player # As a senior, had 1,516 yards rush- 
ing and 18 touchdowns on 220 carries @ Had 10 receptions for 145 yards and one touchdown. 


BUDINSCAK, Kyle DL 6-5, 250 Bridgewater, NI Reriton 

All-County @ County Defensive Player of the Year Had 69 tackles, 10 quarterback sacks, seven quarterback 
hurries, one fumble recovered and one blocked kick as a senior # Had 11 receptions for 185 yards and one 
touchdown as a tight end. 


CLARK, Jared Q8 6-4, 220 Sorasota, FL Cordinal Mooney 

Atlanta Joumal Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Rated No. 62 player nationally by Chicago Sun-Times @ As 
a senior, completed 89 of 151 passes for 1,372 yards and 17 touchdowns @ Hod 741 yards rushing and 10 
touchdowns on 109 carries @ Had 10 tackles, three quarterback sacks, one fumble coused and one fumble 


recovered 


COUINS, Jerome WR 6-4, 200 Warrenville, IL Wheaton-Worrenville S. 
Detroit Free Press Best of the Midwest @ All-State @ Three-year starter @ Hod 35 receptions for 450 yards and 
five touchdowns as a senior # Retured a kickoff 93 yards for a touchdown @ Returned a punt 63 yards for a 
touchdown @ Had 40 tackles, four quarterback sacks and six tackles for loss in last four games at outside line- 
backer. 


CRAWFORD, Lorenzo WR 5-11, 175 Prospect Park, NJ Paterson Catholic 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State @ County Offensive Player of the Year @ As a senior, 
had 37 receptions for 858 yards and 14 touchdowns Had 362 yards rushing and six touchdowns @ Returned 
four kicks for touchdowns # Member of basketball, track and swimming teams. 


CURRY, Derek LB 6-4, 225 Sealy, TX Sealy 
USA Today honorable mention All-American Dallas Morning News and Houston Chronicle Top 100 # Dis- 
trict Defensive Most Valuable Player @ Helped team to state championship game @ Three-year starter. 


DUFF, Vontez RB 61, 175 Copperas Cove, TX Copperas Cove 

The Sporting News ranked No. 12 player nationally # Chicago Sun-Times rated No. 61 player nationally # 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram and Dallas Moming News Top 100 @ As a senior, had 1,145 yards rushing and 12 
touchdowns @ Retumed two punts for touchdowns @ Threw two touchdown passes out of the backfield. 


ELAM, Abram GB/DB 6-1, 190 Riviera Beach, FL Cardinal Newman 
Had 18 tackles on defense as a senior @ Had 900 yards passing and 13 touchdowns # Had 500 yards rushing 
and 12 touchdowns @ Member of basketball team. 


GOOLSBY, Mike LB 6-4, 225 Joliet, IL Catholic 

Parade All-American @ USA Today second-team All-American @ Fort Worth Star-Telegram and Dallas Mom- 
ing News Top 100 @ Gatorade Illinois Player of the Year # Two-time All-State @ Helped team fo state champi- 
onship @ As a senior, had 74 tackles, including 64 solo, 13 quarterback sacks, 22 tackles for loss, eight fumbles 
caused and four fumbles recovered @ Had 100 tockles and nine quarterback sacks as a junior 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Couece 
HOUDAY, Carlyle QB 6-2, 190 San Antonio, TX Roosevelt 

Dalles Morning News and Fort Worth Star-Telegram Top 100 @ Hod 719 yards passing os a senior Had 
876 yords rushing and 13 touchdowns on 100 carries @ Four-sport letterman. 


JACKSON, Preston DB 5-10, 172 Brandon, FL Tampo Hillsborough 
Helped team to regional championship game @ As a senior, had 57 tackles and five interceptions # Retumed 
‘one punt and one kickolf for touchdowns @ Had 4] tackles, seven interceptions and 15 passes broken up as a 
junior @ Started at point guord for basketball team. 


JENKINS, Omar WR 6-2, 180 Dallas, TX Jesuit 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram ond Dallas Morning News Top 100 @ All-State @ League Most Valuable Player # 
Had 45 receptions for 811 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior. 


LOVECCHIO, Malt GB 6-3, 200 Franklin Lakes, NJ Bergen Catholic 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Dallas Moming News and Fort Worth Star-Telegram Top 100 
@ Rated No. 2 player in New Jersey by Newark Star-Ledger @ All-State @ Led team fo stale championship @ As 
a senior, completed 94 of 160 passes for 1,503 yards and 17 touchdowns Had 302 yards rushing and wo 
touchdowns Had 3,400 career passing yords and 48 touchdowns @ Started for basketball team. 


| PALMER, Billy TE 6-3, 250 Wyntree Heathrow, FL Lake Highland Prep 
Had eight receptions, including one for a touchdown, as a senior @ Had 50 tackles at defensive end @ Standout 
rugby player. 


PAULY, Greg DL 6-8, 275 Waukesha, WI South 

Parade All-American USA Today All-American @ Ranked No. 69 player nationally by The Sporting News # 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram and Dallas Moming News Top 100 @ Detroit Free Press Best of the Midwest @ Wis- 
consin Defensive Player of the Year @ Two-time All-State @ Offensive and defensive starter since freshman sea- 
son @ As a senior, had 40 solo tackles, 65 assists, 17 quarterback sacks, 20 tackles for loss, two interceptions 
and two fumbles recovered @ Set school record with 31 career quarterback sacks # Three-year starter on bas- 
ketball team. 


RODAMER, Ronnie WR 6-4, 185 Morgantown, WV Morgantown 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Gatorade West Virginia Player of the Year @ All-State @ Had 
35 receptions for 660 yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior # Had 30 tackles and three interceptions at free 
| safety @ As a junior, had 38 receptions for 961 yards and nine touchdowns. 


SAPP, Joson LB 6-3, 230 Bridgeport, CT Notre Dome 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State @ As a senior, had 92 tackles, eight quarterback sacks 
and three interceptions at linebocker @ Had 28 receptions for 389 yards and three touchdowns at fight end. 


WITHERSPOON, Jovan WR 6-4, 205 Fort Woyne Bishop Luers 

Detroit Free Press honorable mention Best of the Midwest @ All-State @ Helped team fo state championship # 
Had 69 receptions for 1,140 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior @ Led Indiana in interceptions with nine # 
| Retumed six kicks for touchdowns, but had five called back for penalties. 


ALOCKATTHEHGHTINGARISH = 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS SCHEDULE 


(5-7) ____ PASSING - Texas A&M 
Att Comp Yarps Pct TD _Inr = = =— 
48 Kansas 13 Jackson 316 184 2753 «582 17 14| | Sept. 9 Nebraska 
a Michi ey: Battle 15 7 SAudo 7 Oe al r 
ichigan . RUSHING Sept. 16 Purdue 
23 Purdue 28 INANE Nou VARs. Ave! IoD Sept. 23. at Michigan State 
A Fisher 156 783°. 050!" 55 5 

13 Michigan State 23 Jackson 140 7 hak en Oct. 7 Stanford 

Jones 75 375 31.3 37 3 
34 Oklahoma 30 Driver 49 ie?) 2675 142 Oct. 14 vs. Navy* 
48 Arizona State 17 RECEIVING 

= Oct. 21 at West Virginia 

25 Southern California 24 ae BO NAS avo 1G TD | 

Brown 36 608 16.9 42 5 Oct. 28 Air Force 
28 Navy 24 Getherall 35 7 ye | 

Nelson 23 395 17.2 45 () 
14 Tennessee 38 Fisher 18 297 (16.4 47 2 Nove Tt ones College 
275 UPitiebixch 37 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 18 — at Rutgers 

Tacktes: Sanders 91; Denman 89; Jefferson 77; Cooper 70. 
4 Boston College 31 Interceptions: Harper 4; Sanders 3; Cooper 2. Nov. 25 at USC 

| QB Sacks: Bryant 4; Irons 4; Boiman 2; Wisne 2. +“ 

37 Stanford AGI) cece tos exe Seen lteeen os Parana | Citrus Bowl, Orlando, FL 
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himself to realize how far he has to fall, he’s in trouble. So he just 
won't look down. 

“| remember when Lou was here,” Davie says. “I remember 
Lou going through the same thing. His record was a lot better 
than mine, but it was always: Who's going to be the next head 
coach at Notre Dame?’ When you coach at a place like this, that’s 
going to be part of it. 

“You don’t focus on that stuff. | try to control the things | can 
control. There’s no question there’s a little bit of a bunker mental- 
ity. You can’t read the newspaper; you can’t subject yourself to 
what’s being said on the outside. 

“Everyone’s human. If you hear things, it’s going to affect 
you. But if you get caught up in everything that is being said 
about you, you’re being selfish to the players and the coaches 
in this program. 

“If you do, you're going to be in the tank all the time. You 
won't be able to control the situation. If you really have a big ego 
and all you care about is yourself, you probably pay more atten- 
tion to those outside factors.” 

The first job that looks more like a career for Davie is fixing 
the Notre Dame defense. The four-game Irish disintegration last 
November — losses to Tennessee, Pittsburgh, Boston College 
and Stanford — began when the Notre Dame defense dissolved 
like a sugar cube in a cup of coffee. Those four teams averaged 
37 points a game, primarily by picking apart the Irish secondary. 

“Our No. 1 priority, without a doubt, is improving our 
defense,” Davie says. 

But how? The same defensive coordinator since Davie took 
over, Greg Mattison, still will call the shots. The same 4-3 scheme 
will remain in place. Many of the same players return. So? 

“We spent every second since the end of last season looking 
at what we did scheme-wise, personnel-wise, technique-wise,” 
Davie explains. “I would say it was a matter not of what we did 
but how we did it. At the end of the season, we really had a diffi- 
cult time tackling. We had a difficult time in our techniques as far 
as man-to-man coverage in the secondary. Everything will be 
more geared toward the execution and the accountability of our 
players toward each other.” 

Ironically, Davie will count on two players who learned a lot 
about accountability last season to correct the problem. Senior 
strong safety Tony Driver, who started at safety as a sophomore 
but switched to tailback last year, missed most of last season after 
violating university rules regarding curfew. Cornerback Brock 
Williams missed all of last season due to a similar violation. Both 
expect to start in a secondary that should include cornerback Clif- 
ford Jefferson and promising free safety Gerome Sapp. 

Their challenge: Shore up a unit that ranked 82nd in the coun- 
try last year, giving up an average of 241 yards a game. 

“When you give up a lot of big plays on defense, it’s hard to 
just maintain that passion,” Davie says. 

The secondary may improve its precision quicker, of course, 
if the defensive front seven supplies more passion. Nothing 
makes a cornerback cover better than a good pass rush, a fact 
returning linemen Grant Irons and Tony Weaver know all too well. 

Those two potential all-star candidates may see plenty of dou- 
ble-teaming, opening up the rush lanes for guys like tackle Lance 
Legree, end Darrell Campbell and possibly incoming freshman end 
Greg Pauly, a player expected to make an immediate impact. 

The linebackers figure to include the underrated Anthony Den- 
man, junior Rocky Boiman and probably Tyreo Harrison or Carlos 
Pierre-Antoine, making the Irish long on speed, but short on size. 
But in Davie’s ideal defense, only the size of the collision matters. 


2000 


NOTRE DAME HAS GREAT BACKFIELD DEPTH, INCLUDING TONY 
FISHER WHO STARTED MOST OF LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


“If you break our defense down, it’s going to start with pass 
defense,” Davie says. “I’m much more optimistic, probably since 
I've been at Notre Dame, in the athleticism we have in the sec- 
ondary and throughout the defense.” 

That athleticism on defense may have to carry the Irish while 
new quarterback Arnaz Battle gets used to taking snaps while the 
rest of the college football world presses its nose to the glass. 
Battle takes over for Jarious Jackson and, besides the defensive 
secondary that worries Davie, represents the biggest unknown 
concerning the football season. 

If games were won Monday through Thursday, then Notre 
Dame would be unbeaten and Battle would be an All-American. 
But the quarterback who makes coaches rave in practice has yet 
to do anything in a game good enough to erase memories of a 
terrible outing against USC in place of the injured Jackson at the 
end of the 98 season. 

“Whether you call it decision-making or just the mechanics 
or releasing the ball quickly, that’s something we've constantly 
worked on with him since his freshman year,” Davie says. “I think 
he’s improved on that.” 
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Pos. Ciass Hr. 
82. Bemard Akoty SE e510 180 Logos, Nigeria 
71 Neil Ambron OT So 67 295 litle, CO 
"3 Amaz Botte OB ok 61218 Shreveport, A 
27 exon Becktrom B® So 510 190 Tdko,0K 
78. Jordon Block OT kk 66 310 Rowe, TK 
"W RodyBoimn OB sk «=k 20 Grcinnali,OH 
43 AnihonyBronnon WBS S10. 215. Cedor Grove, NI 
60. Dorrel Compbel DE So 64 275 SouhHollnd, 
56 Soha Crowher C ok 62 240 Edin, MN 
63 Brennon Curtin OT So 68 310 Pon Booch, FL 
96 Chad DeBol Ck 510 193 Wotedoo, NY 
91 Andrew Dempsey DE Sr_~—«& 2265 Los Angeles, CA 
59 Bion Dierdmon = MBS G1 285. FotWoyre 
39 Anthony Denman WBS 62 5 Rusk, IK. 
7B Doncld Dykes SSeS 195 Hommond, LA 
25. Tony Driver BS St 62 215 Lovivlle, KY 
19 Glen Eo SS So 62 25 lise 
52. SelfFoine C So 63 22 Sorkord A 
12. Tony Fisher TB ok 6&2 225 Exdd,OH 
9 Dwanefnc: = Bese~S=S GO 195) Howson, IX 
6 MieGody OG. Ses GA 315 Gorlond, TK 
83 JoshGenle KP So 511 199 Amouh, WI 
18 Joey Gotheall Fl St—«57175.Hexienda Hghs, CA 
6 yon Gili 0G So 63 292 Bowie,MD 
6 DoidGeens =e 3217 mb, X 
A Gory Godey C8 So 67 20 Tomah 
51 tyres Honson IB G2. 242 Sulphur Springs, TK 
7 Joey Hildbold P So. S10 190 Centreville, VA 
50 CedhicHlliord NG So 62 25 Alingn, TX 
87 koboitillowy ‘TE. Se._—=«& 3. 260-—Riverdle, GA 
32 Terrance Howord Tk ~~ & 1195 Willingboro, NJ 
21 Jovin Hunter SE e600 186 Orchord Lake, Ml 
44 Gront kons DE S& 65 275 The Woodands, TX 
5 Ronkred SS Se 60 208 Lawnside, NI 
‘15: Clifoed lffeson = (siBSCieCsC*S 18D. ts, TX 
11 oy Johnson SES S11 191 Storvile, MS 
55. lim Jones OG Se G2 310 Chicago Ridge, i 
22 avs Joves TB So 510 21 _ Big Sone Gop, VA 
65 JW. Jordon CS 1 275 Brookhm, NY 
“Ab Jeremy Jvorez S11 251 Arco, CA 
10 RyonKneger = GBsikS59«7B Sou Bend 
90 once Legree DT & © &1 285 St Stephen, SC 


Pos, Ciass Hr. . HOMETOWN 

36 | Tom Lapin Rok 61245 Haken, OH 
79. Seon Mahon OT k 63 288 Tubo,OK 

“AT Mike MeNoir FR =O 240 Corona del Mar, CA 
35 Dovid Miller K s 51) 191 Granger 

85. Seon Milligan OG So 64 295 Norcos,GA 
“52. Mork Mitchell OB Se 510 220 Memphis, IN 
70m Molinaro DE So 66 240 Beblchem, PA 
89 Gerold Morgon TE ok 6d 261) Mesias IX 
74 Rob Mow OG S& 6&4 300. Pikburgh,PA 
40. Jason Murray FS «& 1259 —_Bele Veron, PA 
"2 DonNowkoy CB So 61 220 Das, IX 

8 DnOlery TE S& 63 260 Wesloke,OH 
29 Brion Oleniczok Fl Se SIL 195 Grond Ropics, Mi 
35 TmONel Bok 55 170 Troy,M 

84 hnOwes DE. sok «= 63.255 Bowie, ND 

2 CorbsPiereAnicne IB 63 242 _Everet, WA 

24 Albert Poree C So 510 191 NewOrlans,lA 
54. luigi Roo BB Se 510215 Monterey Pory, CA 
10 JoeRecendez «ss GBTE Se. 0-222 South Hollnd, IL 
95. Ryon Roberts DE ok © &2 251 Lovmside, NI 
62. Casey Robin OT S 67 305. Covingon, 1A 
56 Pot yon WBS) 63205. Bigs, MT 
‘20 1 Gescins Sopp FS So 60 212 Howston, IX 
45 Mot Sorb bk SND) isk 

72. Ryon Scorda OG & 65 31 BpatPA 

9 BlSot | DT S 63 0 Brockille 

13 Nick Seta KP So 511 175 todkpor, 

28 destin Sith Se SIL 193 Si. Peenburg, FL 
4 kavcox Toylr Fl So G1 205 Mision, TK 

76 ohn Teosdde OT S& 65 305 Kansas Giy, MO 
57 usin Thomas OB So 61 245. Sperxer, OK 
92 Adam Tibble K Jr 5-11 201 — Noxthille, Ml 
75. Kurt Vollers OT S 67 310 White, CA 
34 Joint Vetch Se «510 229 Cronbeny Tihp, PA 
42. Shoe Walon Bk SA 183 SonDiego, CA 
33 Courtney Watson IB So 61220 Srasda, FL 
98 Anhony Weaver DT 63.278 Sarcoga Songs, NY 
1 Brock Williams ta: & 5-10 190 Hammond, LA 
“94. Andy Wise DT & 63 272 Tuw,0K 

2B Chis Yu FB So. 511211 Mergontown, WV 
81 Mike Zelenka RS 60 25 Bereo,OH 
Roster and depth chart subject io change 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QBs Arnaz Battle, Jr/Gary Godsey, So 

TB Julius Jones, So/Tony Fisher, Jr* 

FB Tom Lopienski, Jr/Mike McNair, Jr 
WR Javin Hunter, Jr/Jay Johnson, Sr 
WR Joey Getherall, Sr*/David Givens, Jr 

iT Jordan Black, Sr/Neal Ambron, So 
iG Jim Jones, Sr7Sean Mahan, Jr 
ae Jeff Faine, So/Ryan Gillis, So 
RG Mike Gandy, Sr*/Rob Mowl, Sr 

RT John Teasdale, Sr*/Kurt Vollers, Sr 

TE — Jabari Holloway, Sr*/Dan O'Leary, Sr 
PK Nick Setta, So/David Miller Jr 


Darrell Campbell, So/Jim Molinaro, So 


Lance Legree, Sr /B.J. Scott, Sr 
Anthony Weaver, Jr */Andy Wisne, Sr 
Grant Irons, Sr */Ryan Roberts, Jr 
Anthony | Denman, Sr*/Carlos Pierre-Antoine, Jr 
Tyreo Harrison, Jr/Greg Pauley, Fr 
Rocky Boiman, Jr*/Justin Thomas, So 
Cliff Jefferson, Jr*/Shane Walton, Jr 
Brock Williams, Sr/Albert Poree, So 
Tony Driver, Sr/Justin Smith, Sr 
Gerome Sapp, So/Ron Israel, Sr 

Joey Hildbold, So*/Nick Setta, So 


SPRING UPDATE 


f junior cornerback Shane Walton, 

one of spring’s biggest surprises, 

played with more passion, it was 
because he found more purpose. 

The hard way. 

Walton, who came to Notre Dame on 
a soccer scholarship but began playing 
football exclusively last fall, struggled with 
the sudden death of longtime Irish soccer 
coach Mike Berticelli. The loss of the 
popular coach changed many lives in 
South Bend, none more than Walton’s. 

“Everything | do now is dedicated to 
coach Berticelli,” said Walton, a backup 
cornerback. “When I can’t motivate 
myself any more, I think of him and I do it 
for him.” 

At Notre Dame, Berticelli filled a void 
that had long been vacant for Walton. 

“I didn’t have a father while I was 
growing up,” the San Diego native said. 
“Coach Berticelli came into my home and 
became my father-figure. He promised 
my mother he would take care of me and 
he did. 

“Even when I decided to play football, 
the relationship never changed. When I'd 
stop in his office, he’d start teaching me 
football stuff. He cared about me as a per- 
son, not a soccer player.” 

¢ Sophomore Nick Setta, nagged by 
a sprained ankle all spring, performed 
well enough to earn a look at punter in 
addition to placekicker. The battle will be 
between Setta and returning starter Joey 
Hildbold at punter. 

¢ Injuries kept projected offensive line 
starters Kurt Vollers (sprained neck) and 
Jim Jones (sprained knee) out of spring 
ball. Both are expected back this fall. 

¢ Trying to improve athleticism at 
linebacker, coaches looked at junior Car- 
los Pierre-Antoine next to big-play senior 
Anthony Denman. Pierre-Antoine rel- 
ished the chance. “I just want to be more 
crisp, make the big plays and play like 
(Denman),” Pierre-Antoine said. 

¢ After much juggling, coach Bob 
Davie settled on Tony Driver at free safety 
and moved promising sophomore 
Gerome Sapp to strong safety. Those two 
players immediately upgrade the athletic 
ability of a Notre Dame secondary that 
got scorched last season. 

— David Haugh 


Finally! 


Everything you need to 
know about FOOTBALL, 
at a touch of a button. 


And it’s FREE! 


FOOTBALL SCORES 
Available All Day & Night on Saturday. 


NORTHCOAST SPORTSLINE 
PLAYS OF THE WEEK 


Four plays of the week. 
Every week . . . Absolutely Free! 


LINE UPDATES, INJURY REPORTS 
Updated daily from 6 Las Vegas Casinos. 
A complete injury report every day - Weather on Sat. 


THE FAMOUS PHIL STEELE’S 
TRENDS & NOTES! 


Selected angles, system of the week, 
MAJOR MOVES & more! 


GUEST HANDICAPPERS! 
Get free plays from some of the nation’s top 
handicappers. A new selection each and 
every day! 

3 Free Issues of the 
Power Sweep Newsletter. ($21 value) 
ASSOLUTELY NO SALES PRESSURE 


Call 1-800-654-3448 


and mention this ad from Lindy’s Annual Football Magazine 


ALSO TRY OUR LOCAL FREE LINES - THE SAME PLAYS THAT ARE ON BUTTON #9 EVERYDAY! 


Cleveland.............. 216-228-2777 
Las Vegas ............ 702-736-9300 
Chicago................ 847-963-0010 
Dallas.........sesssese. 972-988-6898 
Honolulu .............. 808-949-5147 
New Jersey............ 973-325-8335 
Atlanta ................ 770-736-7050 
Nebraska ..............402-891-0123 


CHOOSE, WHAT 


ott] 


D.C. 

Seattle 

San Antonio 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Detroit 
Denver 
Miami 
Beverly Hills 
St. Louis 
Indianapolis 
Hollywood 
Oklahoma 
Orlando 
San Jose 
Baltimore 
Pittsburgh 
Milwaukee 
San Fran 


202-728-7542 
206-781-5858 
210-690-7771 

212-631-1038 
215-602-2219 
248-358-7348 
303-607-7521 

305-460-5784 
310-288-6583 
314-995-9243 
317-578-5436 
323-871-5829 
405-945-2946 
407-245-7324 
408-236-3316 
410-385-9537 
412-734-5348 
414-256-1394 
415-267-5936 


Louisville 
Portland 

New Orleans 
Oakland 
Cincinnati 
Phoenix 
Columbus 
Nashville 
Boston 
Minneapolis 
Alexandria 
Charlotte 
Houston 
Santa Ana 
Staten Island 
Tampa 

Salt Lake City 
St. Pete 
Kansas City 


502-569-1832 
503-727-2624 
504-364-4409 
510-464-5973 
513-557-2184 
602-351-8619 
614-341-7298 
615-780-3721 
617-499-1916 
651-969-2638 
703-912-1606 
704-559-4157 
713-867-5918 
714-648-2148 
718-390-7296 
727-824-7746 
801-461-9062 
813-273-8165 
816-374-5937 


Encino 

San Diego 
Hartford 
Jacksonville 
Riverside 
Sacramento 
Ft. Laud. 


818-377-4537 
858-496-3352 
860-586-1169 
904-858-3373 
909-424-3432 
916-484-5681 
954-537-3417 


If you do not live in one of the 52 
cities listed, you can use our 
Toll Free Comp Line 


1-800-475-8168 


If you get a busy signal when you call 
this number, you may live in a city 
with one of our local or full service 

lines, Please check the area 
codes on this page. 


NOTRE DAME 


Battle Feels He’s the Best QB for the Irish . 


ob Davie signing four quarterbacks 

to challenge inexperienced starter 

Arnaz Battle was like a guest bring- 
ing pizza to a friend's dinner Rs 

It hardly shows confidence in the host. 

The host in this case is Battle, who 
lacks the credentials to earn the benefit 
of the doubt in Davie’s mind. Even Bat- 
tle understands that. 

“| can’t knock Coach Davie or any 
of the coaches for that,” the sopho- 
more says. “You just can’t hand a 
position to anyone. Any position on 
the team is open. But | can’t worry 
about the pressure.” 

Battle practiced what he preached 
during spring drills that impressed 
Davie. The fourth-year Notre Dame 
coach knew Battle could run the option, 
but he found out a little more about 
how he could run the team. 

“In his overall command and pres- 
ence, you see improvement,” Davie 
says. “It’s like any time guys are des- 
tined to be backups in their mind, they 
take on a certain personality. When it's 
their opportunity to be the starter, you 
see another personality.” 


Of course, the best Notre Dame quarter- 
backs in recent memory (Jackson, Kevin 
McDougal, Tony Rice) have done as much 
damage with their legs as their arms. But it 
does not matter how effective Battle runs 
the option if his blockers do not make room. 

Davie expects improved consistency 
from an offensive line that returns all but 
one starter: tackles Jordan Black and John 
Teasdale, as well as guards Jim Jones and 
Mike Gandy and tight end Jabari Hol- 
loway. The only newcomer, sophomore 
center Jeff Faine, has been projected as a 
future All-American. 

That's good news for a Notre Dame 
backfield that has enough depth to jus- 
tify using a full-house set. Sophomore 
Julius Jones has shown bursts of bril- 
liance, junior Tony Fisher started most 
of last season and junior Terrance 
Howard catches the ball out of the 
backfield well enough to give the Irish 
a third-down threat. Jones likely will 
start, but all will play. 

At fullback, Tom Lopienski looks 
like a guard wearing No. 36, but can 


2000 


The Irish will need all of Battle’s 
personality and versatility to survive a 
difficult early season schedule. 

The 6-1, 218-pounder, whose 
claim to fame so ies is a 74-yard TD 
jaunt against Kansas in a cameo 
appearance last season, believes in 
his ability to get the Irish to mid- 
terms unscathed. 

“I’m capable,” he says. “People 
might doubt me, but | know I’m capa- 
ble. It takes a quarterback a while to 
get a rhythm, and I’ve never had an 
opportunity to get into that rhythm. All 
| need is the reps.” 

If he gets those reps, he might lose 
his rep as a runner who can’t Di: 
and as the guy keeping the seat warm 
for incoming freshman Carlyle Holiday. 

“I'm not worried about them com- 
peting with me,” Battle says of Holiday 
and three other freshmen. “Right now, 
| have to worry about getting myself 
right. Competition is what makes good 
teams great. All competition does is 
push me to another level.” 

Notre Dame coaches hope Battle 
can do the same for the Irish. Q 


outrun most linebackers. The same is 
true for Mike McNair, who Davie 
swears finally will approach the poten- 
tial he continues to chase. 


T’S A SENSE 

OF URGENCY 

ON ALL OF 
OUR PARTS. ALL OF 


OUR PRIDE — PLAY- 
ERS, COACHES, EVERY- 
ONE’S PRIDE — HAS 
TAKEN A LICKING.” 


Speaking of potential, Notre Dame 
coaches practically drool when scanning the 
depth chart at wide receiver. Holdovers 
Joey Getherall, Javin Hunter, Jay Johnson 
and David Givens will receive pushes from 
freshmen Jovan Witherspoon, Ron Rodamer 


THE IRISH WILL NEED ALL OF BATTLE’S 
PERSONALITY AND VERSATILITY TO SURVIVE 
A DIFFICULT EARLY SEASON SCHEDULE. 


PHOTO BY JOE RAYMOND / SOUTH BEND TRIBUNE 


and Lorenzo Crawford to give Davie per- 
haps the team’s deepest position group. 

With a schedule that begins with five 
straight games against bowl teams Texas 
A&M, Nebraska, Purdue, Michigan State 
and Stanford, Davie knows he has no time 
for potential. Potential, as they say, gets 
coaches fired. Production helps them fin- 
ish their contracts. 

“Looking at it as a fan, it’s reality; we 
were 5-7,” Davie says. “But looking at it 
internally, when you break it down, you 
see clearly what the reasons were that 
made you 5-7. It’s not as negative inter- 
nally as it is externally. 

“It’s a sense of urgency on all of our 
parts. All of our pride — players, 
coaches, everyone’s pride — has taken 
a licking. The only way you're going to 
feel better about yourself is to go win. 
In this profession, the bottom line is: 
What was your record?” 

Wherever he turns on campus, Davie 
only gets reminded of that, oh, every day 
since last November. 

— David Haugh 
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National Schedules 


Sept. 2 The Citadel 
Sept. 9 Missouri 

Sept. 16 Wake Forest 
Sept, 23 ot Virginia 
Sept. 30 ot Duke 

Oct, 7 N.C. Stote 
Oct. 14 Maryland 

Oct, 21 at North Carolina 
Oct. 28 Georgio Tech 
Nov. 4 at Florida Stote 
Nov. 18 South Carolina 


Sept. 2 East Carolina 
Sept. 9 at Northwestern 
Sept. 16 Virginia 

Sept. 23 at Vanderbilt 
Sept. 30 Clemson 

Oct. 14 at Florida State 
Oct. 21 at Georgia Tech 
Oct, 28 Marylond 

Nov. 4 at Wake Forest 
Nov. 11 atN.C. State 
Nov. 18 North Carolina 


Aug, 26 vs, BYU* 

Sept. 9 at Georgia Tech 
Sept. 16 North Carolino 
Sept. 23  Lovisville 

Sept. 28 at Maryland 
Oct. 7 atMiami 

Oct. 14 Duke 

Oct, 21 Virginia 

Oct, 28 at N.C. Stote 
Nov. 4 Clemson 

Nov. 1] ot Wake Forest 
Nov. 18 Florida 

*Pigskin Classic; Jacksonville, FL 


Aug. 27 at Virginio Tech* 
Sept. 2 Central Florida 
Sept. 9 Florida Stote 
Sept. 16 Novy 

Sept. 21 at N.C. Stote 
Sept. 30 ot North Carolina 
Oct. 14 Wake Forest 
Oct. 21 Duke 

Oct, 28 at Clemson 

Nov. 9 Virginia 

Nov. 18 at Maryland 
Nov, 25 at Georgia 
*BCA Classic 


Sept. 9 Temple 
Sept. 16 at West Virginia 
Sept. 23 Middle Tennessee 
Sept. 28 Florida State 
Oct. 7 at Virginio 
ct. 14 atClemson 
Oct, 21 Wake Forest 
Oct, 28 at Duke 
Nov. 4 N.C, State 
Nov. 11 at North Carolina 
Nov. 18 Georgia Tech 


Sept. 2 Tulsa 

Sept. 9 ot Wake Forest 
Sept. 16 at Florida State 
Sept, 23 Marshall 

Sept. 30 Georgia Tech 
Oct. 14 N.C. Stote 
Oct. 21 Clemson 

Oct. 28 ot Virginia 
Nov. 4 at Pittsburgh 
Nov. 11 Maryland 

Nov. 18 ot Duke 


Sept. 2 Arkansas State 
Sept. 9 at Indiana 
Sept. 16 SMU 

Sept. 21 Georgio Tech 


Oct 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Noy. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept 


Nov. 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct 

Oct. 

Oct 

Nov 
Nov. 
Now 
Nov. 


at Clemson 

ot North Carolina 
Floride State 

ot Maryland 
Duke 

at Virginia 

Wake Forest 


BYU 

Richmond 

ot Duke 
Clemson 

ot Woke Forest 
Maryland 

ot Florida Stote 
North Carolina 
at Georgia Tech 
N.C. State 

at Virginia Tech 


Appalachian Stote 
North Corolino 
at Clemson 
Virginia 
Vanderbilt 

at Georgia Tech 
ot Monfond 
Duke 

Florida Stote 

at Navy 

at N.C, State 


at West Virginia 
at Army 

Novy 

Virginia Tech 
Connecticut 
Syrocuse 

ot Pittsburgh 
Rutgers 

Temple 

ot Notre Dome 
ot Miami 


McNeese State 
at Washington 
ot West Virginia 
at Rutgers 
Florida Stote 
at Temple 
lovisiona Tech 
Virginia Tech 
Pittsburgh 

at Syrocuse 
Boston College 


Kent 

at Bowling Green 
Penn State 
gers 

ot Syracuse 
Boston College 
at Virginio Tech 
North Carolina 
ot Miami 

ot Temple 

West Virginia 


at Virginia Tech 
at Pittsburgh 
Miami 

Temple 

at Navy 

at Boston College 
West Virginia 
Notre Dame 

at Syrocuse 


"Eddie Robinson Clossic; Kansas City, MO 


wr 


i= 


Ooh RNODON 


v= 


2 at Novy 

9 atMarylond 

16 Bowling Green 
23 Eastern Michigon 
28 West Virginio 

7 at Virginia Tech 
14 atRutgers 
21 Miami 

4 at Boston College 
1] Syracuse 

18 Pittsburgh 


27 Georgia Tech* 
2 Akron 

7 at East Carolina 
16 Rutgers 


ot Central Florida 


1 
5 Virginia 


i] 
2 
Classic 


2 Boston College 
16 Marylond 


23 Miomi 
28 ot Temple 
7 Idaho 


12. at Virginio Tech 
21 Notre Dame 

4 Syrocuse 

11 at Rutgers 

18 East Corolina 

4 at Pittsburgh 


2 Middle Tennessee 
9 atSon Diego State 
16 California 
chigan 


Ainnesota 


14 lowe 


21 atPenn Sicte 


11 Ohio State 
18 at Northwestern 


14 at Michigan 
21 Minnesoto 
28 Penn State 
4 atillinois 

11 Wisconsin 


18 ot Purdue 


26 ot Kansas State* 
9 Western Michigon 
16 lows Stote 
23 at Nebraska 
30 at Indicna 
7 Michigon State 
14 atlllinois 
21 Ohio Stote 
28 Wisconsin 


2 Bowling Green 
9 Rice 
16 ot UCLA 
23 at Mlinois 
30 Wisconsin 
7 ot Purdue 
14 Indiona 
21 
4 
1) 7 
18 at Ohio Stote 
9 Marshall 


Nov 
Nov. 


Aug. 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept, 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov 


*Kickoft Clossic; East Rutherford, NJ 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept, 
Sept 
Oct. 
Oct 
Oct. 
Oct 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Now. 


in 
18 


at Missouri 
Notre Dome 
Northwestern 
at lowa 
Wisconsin 

at Michigan 
Illinois 


ot Penn Stote 


Lovisiono- Monroe 


Ohio 


at Pur 
Ilinois 
Penn State 

at Ohio State 
at Indiono 
Northwestern 
at Wisconsin 
lowa 


Northern Illinois 
Duke 

ot TCU 

at Wisconsin 

ct Michigan State 
Indiona 

Purdue 

ct Minnesota 
Michigan 

ct lowa 

MHinois 


Fresno Stote 
ot Arizona 

ot Miomi (OH) 
Penn Stote 

at Wisconsin 
Minnesote 

at lowa 

ot Purdue 
Michigan State 
ot Illinois 
Michigon 


vs. Southern California* 
Toledo 
Lovisiana Tech 
at Pittsburgh 

at Ohio Stote 
Purdue 

at Minnesota 
Illinois 

at Indiona 
lowa 

at Michigan 
Michigan Stote 


Central Michigon 
Kent 

ct Notre Dome 
Minnesota 

ot Penn State 
Michigan 

ct Northwestern 
at Wisconsin 
Ohio Stote 

at Michigan State 
Indiana 


Western Michigan 
Oregon 
Cincinnati 
Northwestern 

at Michigan 
Ohio State 

at Michigan Stote 
Purdue 

at lowa 
Minnesota 

at Indiana 

at Hawaii 


at North Texos 
Minnesota 
South Florida 
lowa S$ 
ot Texas Tech 
Texas A&M 

ot Nebraska 

ot Texos 
Oklchomo 
Missouri 

ot Oklahoma Stote 


Colorado State" 

at Southern California 
Washi ington 

Kansas State 

ot Texas A&M 

Texos 


Now 
"Mile 


Aug. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept 
Oct 

Oct, 

Oct, 

Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Sept 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct 
Nov 
Nov 


Nov. 


Nov. 
"Eddie Robinson Classic; Kansas City 


21 at Kansas 

28 Oklohoma State 
4 at Missouri 

11 lowo State 

24 at Nebraska 

High, Denver, CO 


31 Ohio 
9 UNLV 
16 atlowa 


30 at Boylor 
7 Nebraska 
14 at Oklahoma Stote 
21 Texos A&M 
28 Missouri 
4 atKansos State 
11 at Colorado 


18 Kansas 
2 at SMU 
16 UAB 


23° Southern Illinois 
30 at Oklchoma 
7 Kansas State 
14 ot Missouri 
21 Colorado 
28 Texas Tech 
4 at Nebraske 
11 Texas 
18 at lowa State 


lowa* 
Louisiona Tech 
Ball State 
North Texas 
do 


at Kan: 
Oklahoma 
Texas Tech 
at Texas A&M 
lowa State 
Nebraska 
18 at Missouri 


Sept. 2 Western Illinois 
Sept. 9 at Clemson 
Sept. 16 Michigan State 
Sept. 30 at Nebraska 
Oct. 7 Oklahoma State 
Oct, 14 Kansas 

Oct, 21 at Texas 

Oct. 28 at lowa State 
Nov. 4 Colorado 

Nov. 11 at Baylor 

Nov. 18 Kansos Stole 
Sept. 2 San Jose State 
Sept. 9 ct Notre Dame 
Sept. 23 lowa 

Sept. 30 Missouri 

Oct. 7 atlowa State 
Oct. 14 at Texas Tech 
Oct, 21 Baylor 

Oct. 28 ct Oklchoma 
Nov. 4 Kansas 

Nov. 1] ot Kansas State 
Nov. 24 Colorado 

Sept. 2 UTEP 

Sept. 9 Arkansas State 
Sept. 23 Rice 

Sept. 30 Kansas 

Oct. 7 Texos* 

Oct. 14 at Kansas State 
Oct. 28 Nebraska 

Nov. 4 at Baylor 

Nov. 11 at Texas A&M 
Nov. 18 Texas Tech 
Nov, 25 at Oklahoma State 
*Dollas, TX 


at Tulsa 

SW Texas State 
Southern Mississippi 
ot Texos 

at Missouri 
lowa State 

at Colorado 
Texas A&M 

at Texas Tech 
Baylor 
Oklohome 


Sept. 9 Lovisionolofayette 
Sept. 16 at Stonford 
Sept. 23 Houston 

Sept. 30 Oklahome State 
Oct. 7 Oklchomo* 

Oct. 14 at Colorado 
Oct. 21 Missouri 

Oct, 28 Baylor 

Nov. 4 at Texas Tech 
Nov. 11 ot Kansas 

Nov. 24 Texas A&M 
"Dallas, TX 


For reservations: 1-800-HOLIDAY or www.holiday-inn.com 


T he Best Game Plan Features 
Holiday Inn’ 


We know you want to perform at the highest level when you’re on the road. That's why 
Holiday Inn® hotels & resorts offers more options for business travelers. Business services that 
keep you in the game include: spacious in-room work areas with dataports and voice mail, 
plus room service. But you also have to make good use of your time outs. So we offer our 
award-winning Best-4-Breakfast® menu, a great meal in our full-service restaurant, a quick 
workout in our fitness center, or a refreshing dip in our pool. 


Plus, score points at any of our more than 1,500 Holiday Inn hotels around the world as a 
member of our hotel rewards program, Priority Club® Worldwide. You can earn points 
redeemable for free nights, airline miles, or brand-name merchandise? 


For reservations call 1-800-HOLIDAY or visit us at www.holiday-inn.com. So find that 
winning edge by getting more at Holiday Inn because, as you know, More Is Better™. 


HOTELS - RESORTS 


More Is Better 


1-800-HOLIDAY Or call your travel professional. Guests with hearing impairments may call 1-800-238-5544 (TDD only). 


° ° 
www.holiday-inn.com *For complete Priority Club® terms and conditions or to enroll, visit www,priorityelub.com or call 1-800-272-9273. Fitness center and/or voice mail may not be available at 
every hotel. ©2000 Bass Hotels & Resorts, Inc. All rights reserved. Most hotels are independently owned and/or operated. 


National Schedules 


$ 


LOH 
ss 


s) 


at Georgia Tech 
Sept. 23 at Boston College H 
Sept. 30 TCU Oct. | 
Oct. 7 at Air Force i 
Oct. 14 ys. Notre Dame* 
Oct. 21 Rutgers 
Oct. 28 Toledo 


Ohio 


16 at East Corolino 


Nov. 11 at Arkansas State Sept 23 ot SMU Nov. 11 ot Tulone 
Sept. 2 at Notre Dame Nov. 18 New Mexico Stote 5 Nov. 18 Wake Forest 
Sept. 9 Wyoming Dec. 2 Army# 
Sept. 16 UTEP 5 > atl I “Orlando, FL 
4. 30 s Tech ept. 2 at lexas lech 5 at Army #Baltimore MD 
Septet) Sistas Jeet Sept. 9 Southern Utch Oct. 21 at Army coe 


Bay nih Sti Sept. 23 at Arizona Stote Kt. 28° ot Louisville 


ct. 14° at Baylor Sant Nov. 4 Houston ‘exos Ak 
at lowa Stote Pk Ey sae Nov. 11 Novy arate 
of Oishome St ct. 14" of Noth Texas ewes sprees ‘ 
Oklohoma Oct. 21 Idaho i at Michigan Stote 4 at Bowling Green 
eieans Oct. 28 Arkansas State Sept. 7 UT-Chottancoga 1 Miami (OH) 
* Nov. 4 ot ico State Sept. 16 Kansas y 18 ot Ohio 
Nov, 11 at Boise State Sept. 23 at West Virginia 
Utch State Noy. 18 Idaho State Sept. 30 oyette 
North Texas Oct. 7 Lovisville 
lovisionc-Lofayette Oct. 14 Memphis 
at Texas A&M Oct. 21 Middle Tennessee omnia 
Baylor Oct. 28 at East Corolina 
Nebraska Nov. 4 at Cincinnati 


Oct. 21 at Konsos Stote Southern Miss 
Oct. 28 at Kansas 
Nov. 4 Texas 


Nov. 11 Oklehoma State 


at Cincinnati Nov. 1 
Boston College Nov. | 
at Houston 
Memphis 


Nov. 11 at Marshall 


Nov. 18 ot Oklchoma at New Mexico State t Virginia T ' 8 ot Buffalo 
at East Carolina ot Central Mi eb MMU 
Tulane Centra 
Air Force ot Ohio 
at Louis Micmi (OH) 
UAB 
Sept. 2 at NC. Stote vs, Novy” 
Sept. 9 at Oklahoma re, MD ] 
Sep!. 16 Memphis Marshall 4 
Sept. 23 at TCU Age Buffalo ] 
Sept. 30. Richmond Slt eat at Kent 28 
Oct. 7 atMississippi See 9 Syracuse Oct. 28 at Alabomo ‘ 4 Toledo 
Oct, 14 atkdaho sept, 16 at Wisconsin Nov. 4  atlouisiana Tech Nov. 11 at Eastern Michigan 
Oct. 21 New Mexico Stote Sept. 23 ot Indiana Nov. 11 Virginia Tech Sept. 2 at Florida Nov. 18 n 


Oct, 28 ot Utoh State Sept. 30 at Tulone Sept. 9 Western Illinois 


DV toh 7 Houston Sepi. 16 at Kanses Stote 
ii - erie ct. 14. at Louisville per 2 at Eostern Michigan Sepl 30 
Oct. 28 Miomi (OH) Sept. 9 Colgate 7 
Nov. 4 UAB Sept. 16 14 
ot New Mexico Nov. 1] atMemphis Sept. 23 fern 2) 
Northern lowa Nov. 18 Southern Miss Sept. 30 at ne 28 at Central Michigan 
at Arkansas Oct. 7 atBoston College 4 os 
ot Central Michigan . Oct. 21 at Akron 
at Washington State Sept. 2. atDuke Oct. 28 South Florida hes uM Central Michigan 
Eastern Washington Sept es Virginia JOch 4 Middle Tennessee at Miami (OH) 
North Texas Sept. 16 Tulane TL Rhode Island at Bowling Green 
ot New Mexico State Sept 23 Syracuse 18 at Ball Stote Marshall 
at Arkansas State Oct at Memphis 
Utch Oct. 14 Army 
Idoho Oct. 19 at Louisville 
Oct. 28 UAB ot Kent 
Nov. 11 Houston Akron 
Sept. 2 at Washington Nov. 18 at West Virginia ot Miami (OH) 
on 9 Nov, 25 at Southern Mississippi Eastern Michigan 
ept. 16 ne Acar: 
Sept. 23 5 9 u Oct. 14  atlouisiona Tech ch 
Sept. 30 ay 9 et is Oct, 28 f Ov. at Toledo Oc at Navy 
Oct. 7 ep at SU Nov. 4  atlouisionoMonroe Nov at Northern Illinois 
Oct. 14 Arkansos State Sept. 16 Army Nov. 18 ot Middle Tennessee Nov. Ball State : 
Oct. 21 at Utoh Stote Sept. 23 at Texas Nov Bowling Green 
Nov. 4 at North Texas Sept. 30 SMU A , 
Nov. 11 New Mexico Stote Oct. 7 at Cincinnat Suter 
Nov. 18 at Boise Stole Oct. 21 at Memphis at Memphis 2 
Oct. 28 Southern Miss Nicholls State 9 
h e 16 
Sept. 2 atSouth 23 
Sept. 16 New Mexico 30 
Sept. 23 at Georgia ot Middle Tennessee 7 
Sept. 30 at UTEP at Central Florida Oct. 21) 
Oct. 7 Army Lovisiano-Lofayette rn re’ Oct at Kent 
Od. 14 Tuko Tech geile Noe Aol Bed 


Oct, 21 at Arkonsas Stote Nov. 1] otCe 


ct, 28 Boise Stale Sept. 30 Connecticut at Purdue Nov. 18 Eastern Michiac 
= Oct, 7 ot UAB ‘Akran v astern Michigan 
Nov. 4 Utah Stote Mississiopi Volley S 
Nov. 1]. atldcho Oct. 14° Cincinneti puee roy Siete at 
i ct. 19 Eost Carolina insos State 
Nov. 18 at North Texes 
ct. 28 Tulane nn State 
Nov.> 4 ot Southern Miss Kent 
3] Nov. 1] Army ot Ohio ap 
9 Nov. 18 at Houston ennessee Ball State Sept 
16 visiano-Lafayette ot E Sept 
Sept. 23 at Kansas State eaiiaiere at Auburn “ S 
Oct. 5 Samford pai “ M ississippi Stole at Miami at Northern Illinois Si 
Oct. 14  Utch State Sept 9 lovisionaMonroe Central Florida o 
Oct. 21 at Boise State Sept. 16 at Arkansas State at Lovisiane-Monroe 5 it Oct. | 
Oct. 28 Lovisianotafayette Sept. 23. at Army 5 ot Howai pp al et ae Oct. 21 New Mexico 
Nov. 4) ‘Idoho Sept. 30 at Southern Miss Sept. 9 Miami (OH) Oct. 28 at Notre Dome 


For reservations: 1-800-HOLIDAY or www.holiday-inn.com 


Nov. 4 otArmy 
Nov. 11 Colorado Stote 
Nov. 18 San Diego State 


Aug. 26 vs. Florida Stcte* 
Sept. 2 at Virginio 

Sept. 9 at Air Force 
Sept. 14 Mississippi Stote 
Sept. 23 UNLV 

Sept. 30 at Syracuse 

Oct. 6 Utoh Stote 

Oct. 21 San Diego Stote 
Oct. 26 Wyoming 

Nov, 2 at Colorado State 
Nov. 18 New Mexico 
Nov. 25 at Utah 

"Pigskin Classic; Jacksonville, FL 


COLORADO STATE 
Sept. 2 Colorodo* 
Sept. 9 East Tennessee 
Sept. 16 at Arizona State 
Sept. 30 ot Nevada 
Oct, 7 New Mexico 
Oct. 14 UNLV 

Oct. 21 at Utah 

Oct. 28 at Son Diego State 
Nov, 2 BYU 

Nov. 11 ot Air Force 
Nov. 16 Wyoming 
*Mile High, Denver, CO 


NEW MEXICO 

Sept. 2 Boise State 

Sept. 9 Oregon Stote 
Sept. 16 ot New Mexico State 
Sept. 23 Northern Arizono 
Sept. 30 Wyoming 

Oct. 7 at Colorado Site 
Oct. 21 at Air Force 
Oct. 28 Utah 

Nov. 4 San Diego State 
Nov. 11 ot UNLV 

Nov. 18 at BYU 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
Aug. 31 Arizona State 
Sept. 9 illinois 

Sept. 16 at Arizona 
Sept. 23 at Oregon State 
Oct. 7 at Wyoming 
Oct. 14 Utch 

Oct. 21 ot BYU 

Oct. 28 Colorado State 
Nov. 4 atNew Mexico 
Nov. 18 at Air Force 
Nov. 25 UNLV 


Sept. 9 at lows State 
Sept. 16 North Texas 
Sept. 23 at BYU 

Sept. 30 Air Force 

Oct, 7 Nevada 

Oct. 14 at Colorado Stote 
Oct. 21 Wyoming 

Oct. 28 at Mississippi 
Nov. 4 at Uich 

Nov. 1] New Mexico 
Nov. 25 ot San Diego State 
Dec. 2 ot Howoii 


Sept. 2 Arizona 

Sept. 9 at California 
Sept. 16 Washington State 
Sept. 23 Air Force 

Sept. 30 at Utah State 
Oct. 14 atSan Diego State 
Oct. 21 Colorado State 
Oct. 28 ot New Mexico 
Nov. 4 UNLV 

Nov. 11 at Wyoming 
Nov. 25 BYU 


WYOMING 

Aug. 31 at Auburn 

Sept. 9 ot Texos A&M 
Sept. 16 Central Michigan 
Sept. 23 Nevoda 

Sept. 30 at New Mexico 
Oct. 7 San Diego State 
Oct. 14 Air Force 

Oct. 21 ot UNLV 

Oct. 26 at BYU 

Nov. 11 Utah 

Nov. 16 ot Colorado State 


PAC-10 


ARIZONA 

Sept. 2 at Uich 

Sept. 9 Ohio State 
Sept. 16 Son Diego State 
Sept. 30 ot Stanford 
Oct. 7 ot Southern Col 
Oct, 14 Washington State 
Oct. 21 at Oregon 
Oct. 28 UCLA 

Nov. 4 ot Washington 
Noy. 11 Oregon State 


Nov, 24 Arizona Stote 


ARIZONA STATE 

Aug. 31 at San Diego State 
Sept. 16 Colorado Stote 
Sept. 23 Utch State 

Sept. 30 ot UCLA 

Oct. 7 Colifornic 

Oct. 14 Washington 

Oct. 21 at Washington Stote 
Oct. 28 Oregon 

Nov. 4 Soule Col 

Nov. 11 at Stanford 

Nov. 24 ot Arizona 


Some cies 

Sept Utoh 

Sept. ie ot Illinois 

Sept. 23 at Fresno State 
Sept. 30 Washington State 
Oct. 7 at Arizona Stote 
Oct. 14 UCLA 

Oct. 21 at Washington 
Oct. 28 at Southern Cal 
Nov. 4 Oregon Stote 
Nov. 11 ot Oregon 
Nov. 18 Stanford 


Sept. 9 at Wisconsin 

Seat. 16 Idaho 

Sept. 23 UCLA 

Sept. 30 Washington 

Oct. 14 at Southern Californic 
Oct. 21 Arizona 

Oct. 28 at Arizone Stote 
Nov. 4 at Washington Stote 
Nov. 11 California 

Nov. 18 ot Oregon Stote 


OREGON STATE 

Sept. 2 Eastern Washington 
Sept. 9 at New Mexico 
Sept. 23 San Diego State 
Sept. 30 Southern California 
Oct. 7 at Washington 
Oct. 14 Stanford 

Oct. 21 ot UCLA 

Oct. 28 Washington State 
Nov. 4 ot Colifornio 

Nov. 11 at Arizona 

Nov. 18 Oregon 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Aug. aa vs. Penn State* 
Sept. Colorado 

Sept. 3 Son Jose State 
Sept. 30 at Oregon Stcte 
Oct. 7 Arizona 

Oct. 14 Oregon 

Oct. 21 at Stanford 

Oct. 28 Californio 

Nov. 4 at Arizona Stote 
Nov. 11 Washington Stote 
Nov. 18 ot UCLA 

Nov. 25 Notre Dome 


*Kickolf Classic; Eost Rutherford, NJ 


STANFORD 

Sept. 2 at Washington Stole 
Sept. 9 San Jose Stote 
Sept. 16 Texes 

Sept. 30 Arizona 

Oct. 7 ot Notre Dame 
Oct. 14 ot Oregon State 
Oct. 21 Southern Col 
Oct. 28 Washington 
Nov. 4 ct UCIA 

Nov. 11 Arizona Stote 
Noy. 18 ct Colifornia 


Sept. 2 Alobomo 
Sept. 9 Fresno State 
Sept. 16 Michigan 
Sept. 23 ot Oregon 
Sept. 30 Arizona State 
Oct. 14 at Colifornic 
Oct. 21 Oregon Stote 
Oct. 28 ot Arizona 
Nov. 4  Stonford 

Nov. 11 at Washington 
Nov. 18 Southern California 


vibrate 

Sept. Idaho 

Sept. 3 Miami 

Sept. 16 at Colorado 
Sept. 30 ot Oregon 

Oct. 7 Oregon State 
Oct. 14 at Arizone State 
Oct. 21 California 

Oct. 28 at Stanford 
Nov. 4 Arizona 

Nov. 11 UCLA 

Nov. 18 ct Washington Stote 


WASHINGTON STATE 
Sept. 2 Stanford 

Sept. 16 at Utch 

Sept. 23 Idaho 

Sept. 30 at California 
Oct. 7 Boise State 


Oct 
Oct. 
Oct 
Nov 
Nov 
Nov. 


at Arizona 

Arizona Stote 

ot Oregon State 
Oregon 

at Southern California 
Woshington 


SEC 


ents 


Nov. 


18 


ot UCLA 
Vonderbilt* 
Southern Miss* 
at Arkonsos 
South Carolina 
Mississippi 

ot Tennessee 
Central Florida 
at LSU 

at Mississippi Stote 
Auburn 


*Birminghom, Al 
ARKANSAS 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 


2 
16 
23 
30 

7 
14 
28 

4 
W 


. 18 


25 


SW Missouri Stcte* 
Boise State” 
Alabama 

Georgia 
louisiono-Monroe 
at South Carolina 
ot Auburn 
Mississippi 

ot Tennessee 

ot Mississippi Stote 
isu" 


"litle Rock, AR 
AUBURN 


Nov. 


. 31 


9 


. 16 
. 23 
. 30 


7 
14 


5 4) 
. 28 


11 
18 


Wyoming 

ot Mississippi 
tSU 

Northern Illinois 
Vonderbilt 

at Mississippi State 
at Florida 
Louisiana Tech 
Arkansas 
Georgia 

ot Alobomo 


FLORIDA 


Nov. 


18 


Ball Stote 

Middle Tennessee 
at Tennessee 
Kentucky 

ot Mississippi Stote 
(su 

Auburn 

Georgia* 

at Vanderbilt 
South Corolino 

at Florida State 


“Jacksonville, FL 
GEORGIA 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


25 


Georgia Southern 
at South Carolina 
New Mexico Stole 
ot Arkansas 
Tennessee 
Vanderbilt 

at Kentucky 

ot Florida* 

ot Auburn 
Mississippi 
Georgia Tech 


*Jocksonville, FL 
KENTUCKY 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


2 
9 
16 
23 


. 30 


7 
14 
21 

4 
iB 
18 


2 
9 


. 16 
. 23 


30 
7 
14 


nay) 


4 


1 
. 25 


ot Louisville 
South Florida 
Indiana 

at Florida 

at Mississippi 
South Cortina 
ot LSU 
Georgia 
Mississippi State 
Vonderbit 

ot Tennessee 


Western Carolina 
Houston 

at Auburn 

UAB 

Tennessee 

at Floride 
Kentucky 
Mississippi Stote 
Alabama 

at Mississippi 

ot Arkansas 


MISSISSIPPI 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 

Nov. 


2 
9 
16 
30 
7 
14 
28 
4 


Tulane 

Auburn 

at Vanderbilt 
Kentucky 
Arkansos State 
at Alaboma 
UNLV 

at Arkansos 


Nov. 1] 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 25 


National Schedules 


1-800-HOLIDAY 


(Su 
at Georgio 
Mississippi State 


oats STATE 


Sept. a 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 30 
Od. 7 

ct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 25 


ot Memphis 

at BYU 

at South Carolina 
Florida 

Auburn 

ot LSU 

Middle Tennessee 
at Kentucky 
Aloboma 
Arkansas 

at Mississippi 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 30 
Oc. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 1] 
Nov. 18 


New Mexico State 
Georgia 

Eastern Michigon 
Mississippi State 
ot Alabomo 

‘ot Kentucky 
Arkansas 

at Vanderbilt 
Tennessee 

at Florida 

ot Clemson 


TENNESSEE 


Southern Miss 
Florida 
Louisicna-Monroe 
ot LSU 

ct Georgia 
Alabama 

at South Carolina 
ot Memphis 
Arkansos 
Kentucky 

ot Vanderbilt 


VANDERBILT 


Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 30 
Oa. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 1] 
Nov. 25 


2 Miomi (OH) 


at Alabama 
Mississippi 
Duke 

ot Auburn 

at Wake Forest 
ot Georgia 
South Corolina 
Florida 

ot Kentucky 
Tennessee 


WAC 


FRESNO STATE 

Sept. 2 atOhio Stole 
Sept. 9 of UCIA 
Sept. 23 California 
Oct. 7 otRice 

Oct. 14 Nevado 

Oct. 21 ot UTEP 

Oct. 28 Tulsa 

Nov. 4 Hawaii 

Nov. 11 ot ICU 

Noy. 18 SMU 

Nov. 25 at San Jose Stote 
HAWAII 

Sept. 9 Portland State 
Sept. 23 ot UTEP 

Sept. 30 Tulsa 

Oct. 7 ot ICU 

Oct. 14 SMU 

Oct. 21 atRice 

Oct. 28 San Jose Stote 
Nov. 4  otFresno Stote 
Nov. 11 Nevado 
Nov. 18 lovisione Tech 
Nov, 25 Wisconsin 
Dec. 2 UNLV 
NEVADA 

Sept. 2 at Oregon 
Sept. 9 TCU 

Sept. 23 ot Wyoming 


Sept. 30 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct, 21 
Oct, 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov, 11 
Nov. 18 
Noy. 25 


RICE 

Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 30 
Oc. 7 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 18 


Colorado State 
ot UNLV 

ot Fresno Stote 
San Jose State 
ot SMU 

UTEP 

ot Howsii 

Rice 

ot Tulsa 


Houston 

at Michigan 
Tulsa 

ot Oklchoma 
at Son Jose State 
Fresno State 
Howoii 

at TCU 

SMU 

at UTEP 

ot Nevoda 


SAN JOSE STATE 


Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct, 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 25 


at Nebraska 
ot Stanford 
Southern Utch 
at Southern California 
Rice 

at SMU 

UTEP 

at Nevada 

at Hawaii 
TCU 

at Tulsa 
Fresno Stote 


Kansas 

ot UTEP 

at N.C. State 
Tulane 

ot Houston 
San Jose State 
ot Howaii 
Nevada 

at Rice 

Tulso 

ot Fresno State 
TCU 


ot Nevado 
Northwestern 
Arkansas Stote 
at Novy 
Hawaii 

at Tulse 

Rice 

at Son Jose Stole 
Fresno Stote 
UTEP 

ot SMU 


at North Carolina 
Oklahoma State 
at Rice 

Lovisiono Tech 

at Howaii 

UTEP 

ot New Mexico State 
Tcu 

ot Fresno Stote 

ot SMU 

Son Jose State 
Nevado 


Heweii 

New Mexico State 
ot Tulsa 

at San Jose State 
Fresno State 

ot Nevado 

Rice 

ot TCU 


For reservations: 1-800-HOLIDAY or www.holiday-inn.com 


AND BEYOND. 
2 FORCE OFFICER TRAINING 


A promising future awaits you! Air Force training offers qualified college graduates a chance to become a 
commissioned Air Force officer. As an officer, you will receive earned respect and benefits including great 
' starting pay, medical and dental care, management and travel opportunities. Plus 30 days vacation with pay! 
: ROTC scholarships are also available for qualified college freshmen and sophomores. 
AIM HIGH Get your career soaring with an Air Force officer training program and prepare for a 
future with infinite horizons. 


For an |information packet, call 1-800-423-USAF or visit our website 
at -airforce.com. 


HUNAL 


By Allen Wallace 
SuperPrep 


Cage Florida 


Previous five-year rankings: 7/7/3/13/3 

The Gators weren't No. 1 on the eve of signing day, but they 
closed with an unmatched flourish to zoom up the charts and steal the 
top ranking. 

Steve Spurrier’s last-minute additions included offensive linemen 
Max Starks and Jonathan Colon, receivers Carlos Perez and Kelvin 
Kight and defensive back Tre Orr. Overall, five of Florida’s signees were 
on SuperPrep’s National 50 team: Perez, QB Brock Berlin, DE Darrell 
Lee, DB Cory Bailey and OL Shannon Snell. 

A quarterback signing with Florida is always a big deal, and Berlin 
is the biggest deal in this year’s class. He was the nation’s top-rated sig- 
nal-caller ... and he came with the added bonus of being able to enroll at 
the semester break and participate in spring ball. 

The defense gets a huge boost as well with a defensive line class 
that is second only to Alabama’s. 


| IRENE Tonncssee | 


Previous five-year rankings: 12/8/8/8/18 

This we know: Phillip Fulmer can recruit terrific quarterbacks. This 
time around, he signed Casey Clausen (SuperPrep’s No. 4 quarterback) 
and John Rattay (No. 5) ... and both enrolled for the spring semester. 

The Vols won an early well-publicized battle for Ohio offensive line- 
man Michael Munoz, the son of NFL Hall of Famer Anthony Munoz. But it 
took a last-minute turnaround for Tennessee to convince fantastic Georgia 
offensive lineman Sean Jones to sign with the Vols instead of Clemson. 

One thing to learn from this class is that the Vols recruit wherever 
they want: New Jersey, California, Louisiana, Virginia, Pennsylvania, 


Georgia, Ohio, Illinois, North Carolina, Arizona, Alabama, Kansas, Canada 


... and, of course, Tennessee. 


NEJIEM Florida state 


Previous five-year rankings: 15/4/1/3/2 

The Seminoles recruited like national champions, bringing in four 
of the top 25 high schools players in SuperPrep’s rankings ... and a lot, 
lot more. They even signed the best junior college receiver — Javon 
Walker — to help fill Peter Warrick’s shoes. 

The defensive back class is beyond compare. It starts with Bryant 
McFadden, the nation’s finest defensive back prospect, but Yohance 
Buchanan isn’t far behind, rated No. 20 overall in SuperPrep’s rankings. 

Like in-state rivals Florida and Miami, the Seminoles finished 
strong, getting late decisions from McFadden, California defensive line- 
man Travis Johnson, linebacker Eric Moore and offensive lineman Alex 
Barron — all studs. 

A sleeper to watch: Texas offensive lineman Ray Willis. 


OV Ebiteas 


Previous five-year rankings: 1/10/7/12 /20 

The ‘Horns have the best wide receiver class in the nation — B.J. 
Johnson, Roy Williams and Sloan Thomas, each from Texas and each 
named to the SuperPrep National 50 team. 

In fact, Texas was all about Texas, signing 18 in-state prospects 
and only five from outside the borders. The strategy worked. 


The Longhorns signed more national Top 50 players than anybody 
— the three receivers, as well as defensive lineman Stevie Lee, defen- 
sive lineman Adam Doiron and tight end Brock Edwards. 

Fantastic running back Sneezy Beltran and All-America quarter- 
back Chance Mock are just more All-Americans jumping onto the pile. 


(Sotion ros) 
Previous five-year rankings: 3/6/6/37/12 

This 27-player class stands powerfully as an amazing compilation 
of offensive linemen and defensive athletes. 

Alabama signed what could be the best defensive line group ... 
ever. It includes SuperPrep’s National Player of the Year, Antwan Odom, 
a skilled end who should grow to about 280 pounds. The class got 
stronger when Canada’s best prospect, Nautyn McKay-Loescher, put the 
juke on Michigan State at the last moment to join a group that includes 
Mac Tyler, Anthony Bryant and Albert Means. 

The Tide hurt Florida twice along the offensive line — signing 
Wesley Britt and Justin Smiley. They join lineman Maurice Mitchell as 
offensive headliners. 


‘a 6Penn State 


Previous five-year rankings: 30/11/2/1/6 

The Nittany Lions did the best job of anyone early, getting 19 
excellent commitments before the season even started. Penn State's 
strong finish (RB Mike Gasparato, WR/RB Tony Johnson and LB Derek 
Wake) cemented a top ranking. 

The thing is, there are SuperPrep All-Americas at virtually every 
position ... but the class does lack headliner-type prospects (no Super- 
Prep National 50 signees). 

The defensive line looks particularly strong. And quarterbacks Zac 
Wasserman and Zack Mills are both well-regarded; Wasserman, in par- 
ticular, is incredibly polished for his age. 


J 7 


Previous five-year rankings: 11/30/13/ 18/ 16 

The ‘Canes signed the nation’s No. 1 recruit — linebacker D.J. 
Williams from California. He’s the key to the class, especially since line- 
backer Nate Webster unexpectedly won't be around for his senior season. 

Overall, this is a very well-balanced class with superior signees at 
every position: Quarterback (T.J. Prunty, Derrick Crudup), running back 
(Willis McGahee), receiver (Willie Dixon), tight end (Willie Roberts), 
offensive line (Carlos Joseph), defensive line (Vince Wilfork) and defen- 
sive back (Carl Walker). 

In one of the oddest recruiting stories of the year, the ‘Canes lost 
offensive lineman Jonathan Colon to Florida when he signed a letter-of- 
intent for each school. Miami eventually decided not to contest the mat- 
ter when Colon made it clear he wanted to be a Gator. 


> > CC 


Previous five-year rankings: 2/13/16/2/28 

John Cooper typically keeps the best prospects in state, but this 
time he did especially well outside the borders. Nine states are represented 
in this class of 24, half of whom are from somewhere other than Ohio. 

The Buckeyes did particularly well in New York, luring the top 
three prospects — running back Sam Maldonado (SuperPrep’s North- 
east Offensive Player of the Year), tight end/defensive end Will Smith 


“FORCE?” 


www.airforce.com 


and offensive lineman Shane Olivea. 

It's a balanced class, but the linebackers really stand out. In addi- 
tion to Robert Reynolds (a Top 50 player like Maldonado), the Buckeyes 
landed Marco Cooper and junior college star Jack Tucker, among others. 


-Ia Arizona State 
KN eS a ie oe ee SS 

Previous five-year rankings: 33/15/40/42/5' 

This is Arizona State's best class ... maybe ever. It’s highlighted 
by a strong group of 11 Californians, although the Devils did well in 
other areas, including their home state. 

The best of the in-staters is clearly Terrell Suggs, a 6-5, 240- 
pound running back/linebacker who was SuperPrep’s Farwest Offensive 
Player of the Year and also a national 50 pick. Bruce Snyder also signed 
Mike Williams, one of the top running backs in California. 

At quarterback, ASU added Andrew Walter from Colorado. He 
threw for 4,905 yards and 45 touchdowns in the past two years. 


& i's Michigan State 


Previous five-year rankings: 23/14/35/24/38 

The Spartans were this year’s biggest and most surprising recruit- 
ing story, actually picking up steam after coach Nike Saban bolted for big 
bucks to LSU. 

Popular new coach Bobby Williams kept the staff together and 
piled up commitments from super recruits like receiver Charles Rogers 
and running back Tyrell Dortch. He also kept Jeff Smoker, SuperPrep’s 
No. 3-rated quarterback, from going elsewhere. 

There is some excellent defensive line help here, led by All-Amer- 
ica Dwight Whitfield from Missouri, although MSU’s near-perfect story 
came a bit undone at the end when Canadian defensive lineman Nautyn 
McKay-Loescher de-committed in favor of Alabama. 


— — 


Previous five-year rankings: 14/16/14/5/9 

The Trojans were hot at the end of the recruiting season, and 
scored especially well against nemesis UCLA, winning battles for defen- 
sive lineman Kenechi Udeze, tight end Alex Holmes and defensive back 
Matt Grootegoed. 

The Trojans lost out on star junior college runner Maurice Morris 
(to Oregon), but got more than solid help from the JC ranks ... and they 
will definitely like what they see from transfer defensive back Chris Cash. 

Also, USC signed Joe McGuire, a Top 50 player who will be 
counted on to lead a resurgence on the offensive line. 


12 Notre Dame 


Previous five-year rankings: 8/3/9/6/1 

This class was quietly, solidly put together ... and as you might 
expect with Notre Dame, each of its 18 signees received SuperPrep All- 
America or All-Regional honors. 

The Irish did best on offense. They signed their best group of 
receivers ever, and filled a huge need by signing three superior quarter- 
backs, including Carlyle Holiday, who slightly favored Nebraska in late 
January, but went to ND for the possibility of earlier playing time. 

Defensive lineman Greg Pauly (this guy can really move his feet) 
and receiver Ronnie Rodamer — both SuperPrep National 50 picks — 
should be magnificent. 


“A = —— 
= . 


NATIONAL RECRUITING 


Previous five-year rankings: 4/2/4/7/7 

In its nationwide search, Michigan, as usual, came away with 
some superior prospects in the West. Washington linebacker Larry 
Stevens and California tight end Tyler Ecker should be excellent. Two 
signees are SuperPrep National 50 picks: Defensive back Markus Curry 
and running back Reggie Benton, rated No. 2 at his position nationally. 

The Wolverines looked like they were headed for the Top 10, 
maybe even the top five, but the stretch run did not go well. Losing out 
on several elite recruits makes this the worst Michigan class in years ... 
but it’s still good enough to be the envy of most everyone else. 


is 
$E)14 Oregon 


Previous five-year rankings: 35/37/31/36/40 

The Ducks, who have been Top 25 caliber on the field, made the 
jump into the Top 25 recruiting rankings, doing so mostly on the 
strength of 21 signees from California. Of the other six, three were from 
Oregon ... and the very best one was from Chester, S.C., by way of 
Fresno City College. That would be Maurice Morris, who rushed for 
3,708 yards and scored 49 touchdowns in junior college. 

There is lots more to like in a class that emphasized skill; Mike 
Bellotti brought in seven running backs and eight defensive backs. 


iS, 


UIE 


Previous five-year rankings: 17/17/19/4/8 

The Cornhuskers’ typically excellent class is strong at linebacker, 
offensive line and receivers. 

SuperPrep National 50 pick Jason Richenberger leads a line- 
backer crew that also includes Lannie Hopkins (SuperPrep’s ninth best 
player overall in Texas), Ira Cooper and T.J. Hollowell. Another Top 50 
player is defensive back Terrell Butler. 

The lone junior college player — as well as the lone running back 
— is Thunder Collins, rated as the 24th-best player in the JC ranks. 
Collins, who redshirted last season to preserve a year of college eligibil- 
ity, will enter as a sophomore. 


Po ETY Colorado 


Previous five-year rankings: UR/21/5/9/10 

Gary Barnett did what he absolutely had to do: Close the deal on 
Marcus Houston, a hometown kid who also happened to be the nation’s 
top running back recruit. Regardless of how Houston performs, his 
stamp of approval means a lot to the CU program. 

Barnett did a fine job in-state, also landing quarterback Craig Ochs 
and linebacker Sean Tufts (a national Top 50 player), among others. 
Ochs became quite a hot property because he can make the plays that 
can turn an ordinary team into a special outfit. 

Barnett also signed five solid junior college players, including 
another quarterback — Bob Pesavento. 


AY 47 Auburn 


Previous five-year rankings: 27/39/20/22/5 
The Tigers did better than anyone in getting immediate and signifi- 
cant help from the junior colleges. 


Running back Rudi Johnson (enrolled in the spring) and defensive 
end Javor Mills are ranked among the top five junior college prospects 


nationally. Linebacker/defensive lineman Alton Moore (No. 13) and quar- 


terback Daniel Cobb (No. 16) are two other superior transfers. 

As good as Cobb is, the title of “quarterback of the future” goes to 
Jason Campbell, whose skills are still a little raw, but has all the tools 
and was ranked as the nation’s No. 2 quarterback, trailing only Florida 
signee Brock Berlin. 


> 15 


emieg Georgia Tech 


Previous five-year rankings: 16/44/25/11/25 

Needing to start anew after the Joe Hamilton Era, Georgia Tech 
signed two excellent quarterbacks — Brandon Sumner (the best QB in 
Florida) and Mark Logan from South Carolina. In the mold of Hamilton, 
both can run and throw. 

George O'Leary has reason to be particularly thrilled with his line- 
backers, all of whom are from Georgia — Hobie Holiday (Alabama de- 
commit), Daryl Smith (turned away Florida State) and Keyaron Fox. 

This 22-member class has nice national representation, including 
prospects from New York, Texas, Florida, Illinois, Maryland and 
Alabama. 


Previous five-year rankings: 36/20/24/32/27 

Restocking the shelves at Oklahoma means dominating the state 
and dipping into the deep Texas talent pool. That's what Bob Stoops did. 

He signed most of the finest prospects in Oklahoma, including 
defensive lineman Jammal Brown and offensive lineman Wes Sims. 

The Sooners brought in 11 from Texas, most notably defensive 
back Darren Stephens, a SuperPrep All-America, who has. a 41-inch ver- 
tical leap and 13 career interceptions. Also, keep an eye on defensive 
back Vernon Maxwell, who originally signed with Tennessee in 1996, 
before detouring to baseball’s minor leagues. 


420 


Previous five-year rankings: 29/22/UR/UR/UR 
The Boilermakers went to California to sign “the next Drew Brees” 
.. and while that’s a tough title to live up to, Brandon Hance has the 
accuracy, intellect and feet needed to make Joe Tiller’s offense work. 

In the last two seasons, Hance passed for 4,600 yards and 41 
scores while running for 900 yards and 26 more scores. He enrolled in 
January and is the key to the class. 

But there’s plenty of other talent, including these two from Michi- 
gan: Receiver Stuart Schweigert (SuperPrep’s Midwest Offensive Player 
of the Year) and offensive lineman Kelly Butler. Schweigert headlines a 
very good group of receivers. 


Previous five-year rankings: 42/35/21/31/23 

The Huskies cleaned up in-state (the loss of linebacker Larry 
Stevens to Michigan notwithstanding) — and that’s what Huskies fans 
really want to see from Rick Neuheisel. 

Washington's in-state haul includes these SuperPrep All-Ameri- 
cans: offensive lineman Dan Dicks, athlete Grady Sizemore and defen- 
sive lineman Junior Coffin. Linebackers Zach Tuiasosopo, Tim 


Galloway and Matt Lingley all look like great fits, too. 

As usual, UW was working overtime in California (nine signed) and 
came away with some very well-regarded preps. Overall, this is a big (25 
signees) well-balanced group with some speed, too. 


AEE] Wisconsin 


Previous five-year rankings: 47/27/30/21/14 

When Barry Alvarez took the Wisconsin job, he said, “Our heart 
and soul will come from Wisconsin, but our hands and feet will come 
from somewhere else.” 

When he said “heart and soul,” he must have been dreaming 
about linebacker Darius Jones, who had 10 sacks and 20 tackles for 
loss as a senior (also rushing for 1,464 yards). 

Running back is a strength of this class, and includes Michael 
Broussard from Texas and Tyron Griffin from Missouri. Another back to 
watch is Howard Boye-Doe from Texas, even though he went largely 
unheralded through his high school career. 


ravine five-year rankings: 21/29/26/23/24 

The best thing about this class is Johnnie Morant, a big (6-5, 225) 
elite-level receiver who will give coach Paul Pasqualoni the opportunity to 
stretch the passing game about as far as his quarterbacks can throw it. 

That quarterback just might be JC transfer (and former Arizona 
State backup) Chad Elliot, who, in the Syracuse quarterback mold, is 
dangerous with the run and the pass. 

Pasqualoni added some major speed on offense, referring to Ohio 
running back Walter Reyes as a “rocket ship.” Diamond Ferri and Troy 
Swittenburg are also explosive backs. 


Previous freer rankings: 6/1/29/25/17 

The Bruins packed a small class (14) with enough quality that it 
should stand the test of time. 

Defensive back Benjamin Emanuel is SuperPrep’s Southwest 
Defensive Player of the Year and one of the finest in the country; receiver 
Tab Perry could have chosen any school in the land. The offensive line 
recruits — Steve Vieira, Paul Mociler, John Ream and Eyoseff Efseaff 
— are fantastic. 

The linebackers are another strong part of this class, which should 
nicely supplement Bob Toledo's previous two Best-in-the-West efforts. 


25 Stanford 


Previous five-year rankings: 20/18/22/29/30 

Building off its Rose Bowl appearance, Stanford put together a 
solid, sometimes spectacular, class. 

On signing day, the Cardinal locked up the nation’s No. 1 offen- 
Sive line prospect (Kwame Harris) and the No. 6 running back (Bran- 
don Royster), as well as two All-American tight ends (Will Svitek and 
Alex Smith). 

Then came more wonderful news later in February: Highly- 
regarded San Diego teammates Teyo Johnson (a quarterback and bas- 
ketball player of note) and linebacker Amon Gordon decided to join 
Tyrone Willingham’s team, which looks to have a bright future. 
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Brock Berlin 
Jason Campbell 
Matt Cassel 
dared Clark 
Casey Clausen 
Brandon Hance 
Carlyle Holiday 
Sean Jones 
Chance Mock 
Craig Ochs 
John Rattay 
Chris Rix 

Jeff Smoker 
Tracy Thorpe 


Derick Arnold 
Tatum Bell 
Sneezy Beltran 
Shyrone Carey 
Tyrell Dortch 
Vontez Duff 
Willie Green 
Albert Hollis, I! 
Marcus Houston 
Greg Jones 
Keith Kelly 
Willis McGahee 
Derron Parquet 
Dustin Picciotti 
Tyson Thompson 
Marquis Weeks 
Renaldo Works 


Jamaal Clark 
Willie Dixon 
Travann Hayes 

B.J. Johnson 

Mark Jones 

Kelvin Kight 
Antwoine Lias 
Sammy Moore 
Johnnie Morant 
Tab Perry 

Charlie Rogers 
Sloan Thomas 

Roy Williams 
Jovan Witherspoon 


5-11 


5-11 


for 


TOP INCOMING 


Shreveport-Evangel Christian, LA 
Taylorsville, MS 
Chatsworth, CA 
Sarasota-Mooney, FL 
Missions Hills-Alemany, CA 
Woodland Hills-Taft, CA 
San Antonio-Roosevelt, TX 
Atlanta-Westlake, GA 

The Woodlands, TX 
Boulder-Fairview, CO 
Phoenix-Desert Vista, AZ 
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 
Manheim Central, PA 
Melbourne, FL 


Houston-Milby, TX 
Desoto, TX 

Abilene, TX 
Marrero-Shaw, LA 
Hoboken, NJ 

Copperas Cove, TX 
Kissimmee-Osceola, FL 
Sacramento Christian Bros., CA 
Denver-Jefferson, CO 
Beaufort-Battery Cr., SC 
Walterboro, SC 
Miami-Central, FL 
Metairie-Rummel, LA 
Doylestown C.B.W., PA 
Irving, TX 
Berwyn-Conestoga, PA 
Tulsa-Washington, OK 


St. Louis-Riverview Gardens, Mo 


Stockton-Brookside Christian, CA 
Elgin Larkin, IL 

S. Grand Prairie, TX 
Wallingford Strath Haven, PA 
Lithonia, GA 

Memphis Melrose, TN 
Mesa-Westwood, AZ 
Parsippany Hills, NJ 

Milpitas, CA 

Saginaw, MI 

Houston-Klein, TX 

Odessa Permian, TX 

Ft. Wayne-Luers, IN 


Florida 

Auburn 
Southern California 
Notre Dame 
Tennessee 
Purdue 

Notre Dame 
Georgia 

Texas 
Colorado 
Tennessee 
Florida State 
Michigan State 
Central Florida 


Arizona State 
Oklahoma State 
Texas 
Tennessee 
Michigan State 
Notre Dame 
Florida 
Georgia 
Colorado 
Florida State 
Clemson 
Miami 

LSU 
Pittsburgh 
TCU 

Virginia 
Oklahoma 


Ilinois 
Miami 
Wisconsin 
Texas 
Tennessee 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Arizona State 
Syracuse 
UCLA 
Michigan State 
Texas 

Texas 

Notre Dame 


Yulkeith Brown 


Brock Edwards ; 6-5 


Alex Holmes 6-3 
Chad Mascoe 6-3 
Jason Peters 6-4 
Willie Roberts 6-7 
Quinn Sypniewski 6-6 
Kalen Thornton 6-4 
Chris Boggas 6-4 
Dan Dicks 6-6 
Antonio Hall 6-5 
Kwame Harris 6-6 
Joe McGuire 6-6 
Maurice Mitchell 6-8 
Paul Mociler 6-6 
Michael Munoz 6-7 
Jason Respert 6-4 
Wes Sims 6-6 
Shannon Snell 6-6 
Sean Young 6-7 
Jammal Brown 6-6 
Anthony Bryant 6-4 
Teyo Johnson 6-7 
Travis Johnson 6-4 
Darrell Lee 6-5 
Lynn McGruder 6-3 
Albert Means 6-6 
Marcel Moses 6-4 
Antwan Odom 6-7 
Greg Pauly 6-5 
Mac Tyler 6-5 
Marcus White 6-4 
Vince Wilfork 6-3 


Stephen Williams 6-4 


Mike Boulware 6-2 
Marco Cooper 6-1 
Mike Goolsby 6-4 
Amon Gordon 6-3 
Darius Jones 6-3 
Ronbrose Jones 6-3 
Sam Maldonado 6-2 
Eric Moore 6-5 
Dan Phillips 6-5 
Terrell Suggs 6-4 
0.J. Williams 6-1 


sa atrecn bent nena 


5-11 
Yohance Buchanan ‘6-1 
Deshawn Carter 6-1 
Matt Grootegoed 6-0 
Adrian Mayes 6-1 
Bryant McFadden 6-1 
Tre Orr 6-2 
0.J. Owens 6-1 
Carlos Perez 6-1 
Lawrence Richardson 5-11 
Dominique Sims 6-2 


300 
215 
270 
225 
225 
260 


180 
210 
190 
200 
198 
180 
200 
190 
200 
170 
200 


Fort Worth Christian, TX 
Studio City-West Lake, CA 
Kissimmee Osceola, FL 
Queen City, TX 
Miami-Southridge, FL 
Johnston, 1A 

Dallas-St. Marks, TX 


Irving, TX 

Bellevue, WA 

Canton McKinley, OH 

Newark, DE 

Anaheim-Servite, CA 
Albany-Dougherty, GA 
Bellflower-Bosco, CA 
Cincinnati-Moeller, OH 
Warner Robins-Northside, GA 
Weatherford, OK 

Tampa Hillsborough, FL 
Tunnell Hill-N.W. Whitfield, GA 


Lawton-MacArthur, OK 
Newbern-Sunshine, AL 

San Diego-Mira Mesa, CA 
Sherman Oaks-Notre Dame, CA 
Kirkwood, MO 

N. Las Vegas-Cheyenne, NV 
Memphis-Trezevant, TN 
Texas City, TX 

Alma Bryant, AL 
Waukesha-South, WI 
Bessemer-Lanier, AL 
Theodore, AL 
Lantana-Santaluces, FL 
Bolingbrook, IL 


Columbia-Spring Valley, SC 
Detroit Cass Tech, MI 
Joliet Catholic, IL 

San Diego-Mira Mesa, CA 
Deloit-Memorial, WI 
Bristow, OK 

Harrison, NY 

Pahokee, FL 

Mishawaka Penn, IN 
Chandler-Hamilton, AZ 
Concord-De La Salle, CA 


Miami-Northwestern, FL 
Atlanta-Douglass, GA 
Ponchatoula, LA 

Santa Ana-Mater Dei, CA 
Houston-Forest Brook, TX 
Hollywood-McArthur, FL 
Lake City-Columbia, FL 
New London-N. Stanley, NC 
Hoboken, NJ 
Galveston-Ball, TX 
Minneapolis-De LaSalle, MN 
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Texas 

Southern California 
Florida State 
Arkansas 

Miami 

Colorado 

Texas 


Kansas State 
Washington 
Kentucky 
Stanford 
Southern California 
Alabama 
UCLA 
Tennessee 
Undecided 
Oklahoma 
Florida 
Tennessee 


Oklahoma 
Alabama 
Stanford 
Florida State 
Florida 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Texas 
Alabama 
Notre Dame 
Alabama 
Auburn 
Miami 
Indiana 


Florida State 
Ohio State 
Notre Dame 
Stanford 
Wisconsin 
Oklahoma 
Ohio State 
Florida State 
Indiana 
Arizona State 
Miami 


West Virginia 
Florida State 
Florida 
Southern California 
LSU 

Florida State 
Florida 
Tennessee 
Florida 
Arkansas 
Minnesota 


“If YOU Like College Recruiting... 
You'll PrepStar!” 


Four issues plus Favorite College Report! 
e Pre-Season issue (Aug) e Pre-Signing issue (Jan) 
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www.prepstar.com 
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TOP _ HIGH SCHOOL 


Joseph Addai 
Aaron Alexander 
Brodie Croyle 

Owen Daniels 
Justin Holland 
Travis Jackson 
Matt Leinart 

Kyle Matter 

Joe Mauer 

Adrian McPherson 
Casey Paus 

Bryan Randall 

Don (D.J.) Shockley 
Matthew Stevenson 
Paul Troth 


Kelly Baraka 
Cedric Benson 
Brandon Brokaw 
Rikki Cook 
Jabari Davis 
Maurice Hall 
Tramain Hall 
Cedric Houston 
De’Arrius Howard 
Cory Jones 

Kevin Jones 
Clifton McKoy 
Damien Nash 
Lydell Ross 

Jetf Sanders 
Seymore Shaw 
Eric Shelton 
Carnell Williams 
Keldrick Williams 
Monte Williams 


Carlos Campbell 
Angelo Chattams 
Michael Collins 
Roscoe Crosby 
Mike Espy 

Fred Gibson 
Lynzell Jackson 
Jerome Janet 
Earvin Johnson 
Montrell Jones 
Tim Massaquoi 
Anthony Mix 


for 


5-10 
5-10 


5-11 
5-11 


5-11 


Houston-Sharpstown, TX 
Richmond-Henrico, VA 
Rainbow City-Westbrook Chr., AL 
Naperville Central, IL 
Lakewood-Bear Creek, CO 
Olathe South, KS 

Santa Ana-Mater Dei, CA 
Newhall-Hart, CA 

St. Paul-Cretin-Durham, MN 
Bradenton-Southeast, FL 
New Lenox-Lincoin-Way, IL 
Williamsburg-Bruton, VA 
Riverdale-North Clayton, GA 
Memphis-Melrose, TN 
Charlotte-Vance, NC 


Portage-Northern, Ml 
Midland-Lee, TX 
Pennington, NJ 

Montclair, NJ 

Tucker, GA 
Columbus-Brookhaven, OH 
Deerfield Beach, FL 
Clarendon, AR 

West Memphis, AR 
Seattle-Kennedy, WA 
Springfield-Cardinal O'Hara, PA 
Lillington-Western Hartnett, NC 
St. Louis-Riverview Garden, MO 
Tampa-Gaither, FL 
Jackson-Provine, MS 

Shawnee, OK 

Lexington-Bryan Station, KY 
Etowah, AL 
Montgomery-Lanier, AL 
Commerce, GA 


Hampton, VA 
Dayton-Chaminade-Jul'n, OH 
Commerce, GA 

Union, SC 

Madison Central, MS 
Waycross-Wareco, GA 
Tempe Union, AZ 
Tulsa-Union, OK 

Los Angeles-Cathedral, CA 
Louisville-Male-KY 
Allentown-Parkland, PA 

Bay Minette-Baldwin County, AL 


Kyle Ealey 
Erik Gil 
Abe Robinson 


Lorenzo Alexander 
Collin Barker 

Bob Clearly 

Blake Larsen 
Mark LeVoir 

Tyler Reed 

Dan Simelis 
Andrew Whitworth 
John Wilson 


Reggie Arden 
Shaun Cody 
Mike Dollman 
George Gause 
Zachary Giles 
Keith Lipka 

Pat Massey 
Lionel Williams 


Titus Adams 
James Burckhardt 
Orien Harris 
Tommy Harris 
Anttaj Hawthorne 
Marques Johnson 
Jeff Littlejohn 
Charles Rush 
Robert Taylor 
Leon Williams 


Tony Alford 
Chad Anderson 
Chauncey Davis 
Joe Dipre 
Joques Dumas 
Marquis Elmore 
Brent Grover 
Scott McClintock 
Lamarcus Rowell 
Pierre Woods 


Brett Bell 
Quintin Burrell 
Jerome Carter 
Dustin Fox 
Marlin Jackson 
Derron Johnson 
Chuck Moore 


Mike Robinson 
Ernest Shazor 
Craphonso Thorpe 
P_J. Walton 

Matt Ware 

Reggie Williams 
Tymere Zimmerman 
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6-7 255 


Westchester-St. Joseph, IL 
6-6 230 Belle Vernon, PA 
6-6 270 Houston-Jersey Village, TX 
63. 275. —=s«sBerktley-StMary's.CA. 
6-9 300 Wortham, TX 
6-7 275 Lake Elsinore-Temescal Canyon, CA 
67 295 Atlantic, IA 
6-7 290 Eden Prairie, MN 
6-5 305 Pittsburgh-Jefferson, PA 
6-6 285 McKeesport-Montour, PA 
6-8 300 West Monroe, LA 
6-8 330 Daytona Beach-Mainland, FL 
6-5 225 Ironton, OH 
6-5 240 Los Altos, CA 
6-5 230 Pittsburgh-Penn Hills, PA 
6-4 235 Conway, SC 
6-4 275 Marshfield, MA 
6-4 260 Oak Creek, WI 
6-7 240 Cleveland-St. Ignatius, OH 
6-4 240 Addison Trail, IL 
6-4 275 Omaha-Creighton Prep, NE 
6-5 325 Columbia-Long Reach, MD 
6-3 280 Newark, DE 
6-3 300 Killeen-Ellison, TX 
6-4 305 Hamden, CT 
6-4 300 Athens-Clarke Central, GA 
6-3 285 Gaffney, SC 
6-3 275 Erie-Cathedral Prep, PA 
6-4 300 Oak Creek, WI 
6-4 230 Brooklyn-Canarsie, NY 
6-2 215 Miami-Southridge, FL 
6-4 235 Canton-McKinley, OH 
6-2 225 Auburndale, FL 
6-4 240 Erie-Cathedral Prep, PA 
6-4 220 Asheboro, NC 
6-4 225 Folkston-Charlton Cty., GA 
6-4 220 Fort Thomas-Highlands, KY 
6-3 225 Belle Vernon, PA 
6-4 220 Opelika, AL 
6-6 225 Cleveland-Glenville, OH 
6-0 185 Wheaton-Warrenville So., IL 
6-1 185 Decatur-S.W. DeKalb, GA 
6-1 205 Lake City-Columbia, FL 
6-0 185 Canton-Glen Oak, OH 
6-1 180 Sharon, PA 
6-4 210 Memphis-Melrose, TN 
6-4 215 Elk Grove, IL 
6-2 210 Richmond-Varina, VA 
6-3 180 Detroit-King, Ml 
6-2 180 Tallahassee-Lincoln, FL 
6-0 190 Woodbridge-Hylton, VA 
6-4 195 Los Angeles-Loyola, CA 
6-4 215 Tacoma Lakes, WA 
6-3 190 Bennettsville-Marlboro Cty., SC 
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THE NUMBER ONE PREP FOOTBALL AUTHORITY IN THE COUNTRY 


MICHIGAN STATE REELS ‘EM IN 
DESPITE COACHING CHANGE 


OHIO STATE 


The Buckeyes searched for offensive line- 
men, wide receivers and defensive backs and 
got all three. They lost the state’s top two 
prospects — offensive linemen Michael Munoz 
to Tennessee and Antonio Hall to Kentucky — 
but rebounded well signing 6-7, 300-pound 
Larry Kinnard of Alliance, OH; 6-7, 320- 
pound Shane Olivea of Cedarhurst, NY; 
Alex Stepanovich (6-5, 270) of Berea, OH; 
and 6-6, 280-pound Alphonso Townsend 
of Lima, OH. Since so many wide receivers 
have left early, this was a big year for filling 
that position. That is why Buckeyes were 
excited signing Michael Jenkins (6-5, 200} 
of Tampa, FL; 6-2, 185-pound John Hollins 
of Huber Heights, OH; 6-2, 195-pound 
Andrew Lee of Columbus, OH; and 5-10, 
175-pound Brandon Childress from Bed- 
ford, OH, a super talent at WR and DB. 

The Buckeyes, in need of secondary 
help, landed All-Florida DB Bobby Britton 
of Jacksonville; Harlan Jacobs of Atlanta, 
GA; and Willie Allen of Huber Heights, 
OH. Perhaps their biggest catch was RB-LB 
Sam Maldonado, the state of New York's 
top prospect, a 6-2, 220-pounder who 
rushed for 2,506 yards and 20 TDs in ‘99. 

Headliner: RB Sam Maldonado is 
a can’t miss prospect at RB and ILB. He’s 
a physical runner with surprising speed. 

Sleeper: RB Terry Pogue, a bruising 
6-2, 220-pounder from Dayton, OH, is a back 
with great speed, tremendous strength and out- 
standing potential. 

Bottom Line: The Buckeyes signed 
a very athletic class. LB Robert Reynolds; 
LB Darrion Scott; RB Sam Maldonado and 
LB Marco Cooper are impact players. They 
did not get the great QB they needed although 
Rick McFadden moy surprise people. 


PENN STATE 


After signing only 11 players in ‘99, the 
Nittany Lions made up for it this season signing 
29 athletes. This class was almost completed 
by the fall, and although they lost some super 
prospects in January, you would be hard 
pressed to find a better group. Quarterbacks 
Zach Mills and Zac Wasserman were 
great early catches as were two of the state of 
Ohio's top prospects, DL Sam Ruhe of Cuya- 
hoga Falls, a 6-5, 245-pounder with great 
speed, and TE-DE Sean McHugh, a 6-5, 
240-pounder from Chagrin Falls. 

The Nittany Lions lost three of the top four 
prospects in-state, but signed RB Pete Gilmore 


of Westlawn; RB Paul Jefferson of Wilkes- 
Barre; LB J.D. Benson of Lebanon; LB Jimmy 
Mitchell of Exeter; and super RB Tony John- 
son of State College. 

Headliner: DL Sam Ruhe from Cuya- 
hoga Falls, OH, has the size, growth potential 
and speed to be a dominant pass rusher. 

Sleeper: Penn State signed seven play- 
ers with potential to play linebacker, but the 
most intriguing is 6-2, 250-pound Paul Jeffer- 
son, who has great quickness and strength. 

Bottom Line: Joe Paterno has shown 
he is ageless when it comes to coaching and 
recruiting. This class is loaded with solid play- 
ers who should keep Penn State near the top 
of the Big Ten for the next four years. 


MICHIGAN STATE 


Nick Saban had the Spartans on the right 
track early, and with the coaching change, 
Bobby Williams did not skip a beat. With the 
staff intact, they proceeded to land blue chip- 
pers from several states. This class is led by the 
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nation’s top WR prospect Charles Rogers of 
Saginaw, a 6-4, 190-pounder with 4.39 speed. 
They also landed one of the country’s finest QB 
prospects in Jeff Smoker of Manheim, PA. 
They filled their needs extremely well at the RB 
position landing Tyrell Dortch of Hoboken, 
NJ; RB Brian Burns of Independence, OH; 
and Jeremy Farrow of Evansville, IN. 
Michigan State lost several DLs to the pros, 
so the signing of Jesse Sias (6-3, 300) of 
Dallas; Greg Taplin (6-4, 260) of Hollywood, 
FL; AILSt. Louis DL Dwight Whitfield of St. 
louis, MO; Lonnie Simmons (6-5, 265) of 
Columbus, OH; and Greg Yeaster (6-1, 265) 
of Montrose, PA, excite Spartan fans. Michigan 
State also landed two of the nation’s premier TE 
prospects in James Cooper of St. Louis, MO, 
and Bradshaw Littlejohn of Gaffney, SC. 
Headliner: WR Charles Rogers caught 
40 passes for 760 yards and 14 TDs in '99 
and reminds of a young Randy Moss. 
Sleeper: LB Dominick Brown is a 6-4, 
230-pounder from Lansing, MI, who missed his 
junior year due to injuries. He had a solid senior 


FRESHMEN OF INFLUENCE 


POS NAME HT WT 


HOMETOWN COLLEGE 


OL Kelly Butler 6-8 275 Grand Rapids, Ml Purdue 


LB Jerome Collins 6-4 215 


Wheaton, IL Notre Dame 


LB Marco Cooper 6-1 220 Detroit, MI Ohio State 
QB Jermaine Gonzales 6-3 190 Orchard Lake, Ml Michigan 
LB Mike Goolsby 6-4 220 Joliet, IL Notre Dame 
OL Antonio Hall 6-5 293 Canton, OH Kentucky 


WR ___ Travann Hayes 6-0 175 
RB Branden Joe 6-2 225 
LB Darius Jones 6-3 260 


Elgin, IL 
Westerville, OH 
Beloit, WI 


Wisconsin 
Ohio State 
Wisconsin 


TE Eric Knott 6-4 250 Detroit, Ml Michigan State 


QB Rick McFadden 6-7 205 


Struthers, OH Ohio State 


LB Sean McHugh 6-5 245 Chagrin Falls, OH Penn State 


OL Michael Munuz 6-7 290 


Cincinnati, OH Tennessee 


DL Greg Pauly 6-5 260 Waukesha, WI Notre Dame 
RB Terry Pogue 6-2 220 Dayton, OH Ohio State 
RB Walter Reyes 5-11 200 Struthers, OH Syracuse 
WR__Charlie Rogers 6-4 190 Saginaw, Ml Michigan State 
DL Sam Ruhe 6-5 245 Cuyahoga Falls, OH Penn State 
WR ___Stu Schweigert 6-3 198 Saginaw, MI Purdue 

QB Dominique Sims 6-2 200 Minneapolis, MN Minnesota 
QB Tony Stauss 6-2 195 Racine, WI Northwestern 
OL Alex Stepanovich 6-5 270 Berea, OH Ohio State 
DL Derrick Strong 6-3 220 Chicago, IL Illinois 

OL Steve Williams 6-4 265 Bolingbrook, IL Indiana 


WR Jovan Witherspoon 6-4 205 


Fort Wayne, IN Notre Dame 


BIG LO RECRUITING 


season and his potential is unlimited. 

With only two months to 
recruit, new coach Bobby Williams proved to 
be a very capable and gifted recruiter. It will be 
interesting to see how well next year's class will 
turn out once Williams has a full year to recruit. 


After ranking first and eighth nationally the 
past two years, Wolverine fans expect a Top 10 
finish every year. Michigan, once again, was in 
on many top prospects, but this year they came 
in second on too many impact players. The 
Wolverines got a premier RB in Chris Perry, 
the nation’s top prep school RB from Fork Union, 
VA. They also needed offensive line help and 
landed David Baas (6-6, 300) of Sarasota, FL; 
Andy Christopfel (6-4, 290) of Cincinnati; 
and Jeff Gaston (6-6, 270) of Oradel, NJ. 

The Wolverines helped another talent-weak 
position when they signed linebackers Larry 
Stevens of Tacoma, WA; Kolby Wells of 
Belleview, Fl; Emmanuel Casseus of Mon- 
treal, Canada; and Zach Kaufman of Clare- 
mont, CA. A couple of other interesting signees 
were TE Jim Fisher of Huron, OH, and TE 
Tyler Ecker of E| Dorado Hills, CA. 

RB Chris Perry is a 6-2, 215- 
pounder who hails from the same prep school as 
former Heisman trophy winner Eddie George. 

QB Jermaine Gonzales is 
a 6-4, 190-pounder from Orchard Lake, Ml. 
He was never listed as one of the nation’s pre- 
mier signal-callers, but he has the arm strength 
and athletic ability to excel. 

Although this class is 
solid, it misses a difference maker that can start 
as a true freshman. The Wolverines desper- 
ately need an impact pass rusher, but came in 
second on the nation’s top two DE prospects. 


With three Rose Bowl wins in the past seven 
years, Wisconsin fans expect a Top 20 class 
each year. The Badgers did a great job landing 
in-state players led by superstar |B Darius 
Jones of Beloit and OL Mike Lorenz (6-5, 
280) of Manitowoc. But, the strength in this 
class is the outof state skilled position players. 
They needed a replacement for Heisman Trophy 
winner Ron Dayne. They believe Tyron Griffin 
of St. Louis; Michael Broussard of Carrollton, 
TX; and Anthony Davis of Plainfield, NJ, can 
do a good job replacing him. 

The Badgers are excited about WR/PR 
Travann Hayes of Elgin, IL. Jerone Pet- 
tus (5-8, 170) of Roosevelt, NY, is another 
explosive player who could play WR or CB. 
The Badgers brought in plenty of size led by 
67, 310-pound OL Ryan Wilkerson of 
Sugarland, TX; OL Jason Jefferson 
(6-3, 300) of Chicago; 6-3, 280-pound Jon 
Clinkscale, an OL from Altadena, CA; and 
6-2, 300-pound two-way tackle Kalvin 


Barrett of Spring Valley, CA. A late signee 
was the fastest rising prospect in the Midwest 
— CB Chuckie Cowans of Chicago, IL. 

LB Darius Jones a 6-4, 
250-pounder from Beloit, WI, totaled 150 
tackles and 10 QB sacks in ‘99 while also 
rushing for close to 2,000 yards at RB. 

Ryan Keepman, a 6-4, 
210-pound safety from Oconomowoc, WI, 
who has the size, speed, instincts and range 
to be an outstanding linebacker in college. 

The Badgers entered the 
recruiting season looking for help at RB, WR, 
OL, LB and DB and succeeded in finding it. 


Coach Ron Turner and his staff again led 
the way recruiting the state of Illinois. By the end 
of the recruiting season, they were almost 
unstoppable recruiting the Chicago area. Their 
impressive in-state haul was led by DL Derrick 
Strong of Chicago; RB Kenny Rogers of 
Jacksonville; [8 Jermari Perry of Maywood; 
TE Anthony McClellan of O'Fallon; All-State 
DL Mike Maloney of Joliet; OL Dave Hilder- 
brand of Naperville; and DL Clark Collins of 
Evanston. The Illini went into Missouri to land 
All-State QB Mark Kornfeld, a small, but pro- 
ductive signal-caller from St. Louis. 

WR Jamaal Clark is 
a 6-2, 190-pounder from St. Louis who has 
been timed in a 10.8 100 meters. 

DB Matt Henderson 
(6-3, 190) of Edmond, OK, is a little known free 
safety who has Illinois coaches excited about his 
size, range and ability to make big plays. 
This class is considered 

a good one. But, Illini fans cannot wait until 
next recruiting season when the full impact of 
the great things the Illini accomplished during 
‘99 will be felt by potential 2001 recruits. 


The Boilermakers needed big receivers who 
could run. They hit the jackpot with the state of 
Michigan's sprint champion 6-3, 190-pound Stu 
Schweigert of Saginaw; 6-4, 190-pound John 
Standeford of Monrovia, IN; 6-1, 170-pound 
Taylor Stubblefield of Yakima, WA; 6-3, 
190, Andre Henderson of Dublin, OH; 6-2, 
185-pound Gary Heaggans of Kansas City, 
that state’s top prospect; 6-2, 195-pound Gilbert 
Gardner of Angleton, TX; and 6-3, 220-pound 
Conor Corcoran of Noblesville, IN. 

The fastest WR is Joey Harris — a 10.2 
100-meter sprinter from Houston, TX. The 5-11, 
200-pound Harris can also play RB and DB. 
Purdue looked for the next Drew Brees and got 
him, signing QB Brandon Hance of Wood- 
land Hills, CA, a 6-1, 190-pounder with 
tremendous skills. They also got help up front 
landing 6-8, 260-pound Kelly Butler of 
Grand Rapids, MI, and Tyler Moore, a 6-8, 
250-pounder from Fremont, MI. 


WR Stu Schweigert is 
a 6-4, 190-pounder who took the state’s 100- 
meter championship last spring, beating out 
the more heralded Charlie Rogers. He is a big 
receiver with blazing speed. 

WR Conor Corcoran is a litle 
known prospect with enormous potential at 
WR, as well as LB or DB. He has great size and 
tremendous quickness. 

This class certainly has 
enough speed to keep the high powered Pur- 
due offense moving for the next four years. 

It also has a number of productive overachiev- 
ers who should excel at the next level. 


The Gophers landed several impact players, 
particularly at RB and DB. They got the state’s 
No. | prospect DB Dominique Sims, a 6-2, 
200-pounder from Minneapolis. They also 
needed up front help and got it with signatures 
of OL Mark McElroy, a 6-4, 300-pounder 
from St. Paul; Peter Prudden (6-5, 270) of 
Wayzata, MN; Josh Plisch (6-3, 300) of 
Schofield, WI; Arthur Smith (6-9, 330) of 
Columbus, OH; and Ricky Wymer (6-9, 330) 
of Westerville, OH. The Gophers also shored up 
the defense signing All-Fort Worth Texas DL 
Brandon Harston; |B Darrell Reid of Free- 
hold, NJ, considered one of that state’s top ath- 
letes; DB Mackenzy Toussiant of Miami, Fl; 
LB Steven Watson of St. Louis, MO; super 
swift DB Ukee Dozier of Bradenton, FL; and 
All-Ohio DB Justin Fraley of Cleveland. 

DB Dominique Sims of Min- 
neapolis De LaSalle has led his team to two straight 
state titles playing both free safety and quarter- 
back. He is a winner with big play capabilities. 

RB Terry Jackson of Sagi- 
naw, MI, had to take a back seat to Charlie 
Rogers in ‘99, but the people that have seen 
him on film believes he has the potential to be 
an outstanding RB or DB in college. 

This class has great size, 
speed and productive players, particularly at 
the offensive line and defensive back positions. 


This is the third highly-rated class in a row for 
the Hoosiers. It was a poor year for in-state tal- 
ent, so the Hoosiers looked elsewhere. They got 
blue chippers from several states including Texas, 
landing All-State LB Brandonn Baker of Hous- 
ton and RB Rashon Myles of Dallas. From 
Michigan they got RB Prince Pack of Detroit 
and DL Jodie Clemons, a 6-3, 230-pounder 
with plenty of speed from Lansing. They also 
landed the Atlantic Coast's fastest prospect DB 
Rico Lloyd, a 6.0, 175-pounder from Virginia. 
They dipped into Kentucky to get RB Herana 
Daze Jones of Louisville and OL Chris 
Jahnke (6-5, 300) of Louisville. 


(Continued on page 196) 
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Penn State 
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Ohio State 


Michigan State 
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Northwestern 


Ron Dayne is gone, but plenty of talent remains. 

Drew Henson makes splashy debut as full-time starter. 
Boilermakers’ offense must outscore foes every week. 
Lions’ defense too young to get to Pasadena. 

Illini are young, hungry and on the rise. 

Buckeyes are still a year away from bouncing back. 
Tough schedule interrupts Bobby Williams’ honeymoon. 
Gophers will struggle to sustain '99 success. 

Hoosiers still don’t have enough besides Randle El. 
Hawkeyes won't contend until they rebuild their defense. 


Randy Walker will win in Evanston, but not this year. 


s the league enters a new millen- 
nium, a strange phenomenon is 
brewing that makes future cham- 


pionship races as wide open as they've 
been in perhaps 50 years. 

Blame it on — for lack of a better 
term — the Northwesternization of the 
Big Ten. 

Back in 1995, when Gary Barnett 
made good on his prophesy to “take the 
Purple to Pasadena,” a revelation struck 
conference athletic directors that has 
changed the face of Big Ten football and 
offers a heretofore unbelievable possibility 
for the 2000 title race. 

It is not so hard to imagine a sce- 
nario this coming season where neither 
Ohio State, Michigan nor Penn State — 
the three programs that traditionally have 
automatic Top 25 berths accorded them 
— will finish among the top three teams 
in the league. 

In fact, Wisconsin, with just about 
everybody back except Heisman Trophy 
winner Ron Dayne, is Lindy’s pick to 
win the conference and build on its 
already-unprecedented consecutive 
Rose Bowl victories. 

Even without Dayne to carry the mail 
and NFL first-round pick Chris McIntosh to 
clear the way, the Badgers have loads of 
talent on offense. Four starting offensive 
linemen return, as does slick run-pass 
quarterback Brooks Bollinger, now firmly 
in charge of an attack he took over last 
year in the fifth game. 

While the ground game gets the 
headlines in Madison, Alvarez’s core 
belief has always been that defense wins 
championships. 

Impact players like cornerback Jamar 
Fletcher — Lindy’s/SportsLine.com’s pre- 
season Defensive Player of the Year — 
defensive tackle Wendell Bryant and safety 
Jason Doering make Wisconsin incredibly 
stingy on defense. 

“Coach Alvarez always says each 
team is judged on its own merit and 
each team has to rebuild itself,” 
Bollinger said. “That's so true. Coming 
back this spring, you could already see 
the differences in this team. Not that 
we're better or worse, but there were 
differences. We're still going to be 
a good team in our own way.” | 

While Wisconsin has established itself , 
among the top tier of teams — both in the 
conference and nationally — the league 
also has to deal this season with a couple 
of programs that fall more into the 


MOST VALUABLE 
PLAYER 
Drew Brees, QB, Purdue 


OFFENSIVE 
PLAYER OF YEAR 
Anthony Thomas, RB, Michigan 


DEFENSIVE 
PLAYER OF YEAR 
Jamar Fletcher, CB, Wisconsin 


NEWCOMER 
OF THE YEAR 
Charles Rogers, WR, Mich. State 


Cen — First Team 

Drew Brees Sr. 6-1 215 Purdue 
Anthony Thomas Sr. 6-2 225 Michigan 
RB T.J. Duckett So. 6-2 255 Mich. State 
WR. David Terrell Jr. 6-3 200 Michigan 
WR Vinny Sutherland Sr. 5-10 185 Purdue 
TE Tim Stratton Jr. 6-4 252 Purdue 
OL Bill Ferrario Sr. 6-3 302 Wisconsin 
OL Steve Hutchinson Sr. 6-5 300 Michigan 
OL Kareem McKenzie Sr. 6-7 321 PennState 
OL Marques Sullivan Sr. 6-5 310 Illinois 
C Ben Hamilton Sr. 6-5 275 Minnesota 
AP Nick Davis Jr. 5-10 180 Wisconsin 
K Vitaly Pisetsky Sr. 5-10 228 Wisconsin 
Sie oo Binst Team 

Wendell Bryant 6-4 298 Wisconsin 
a Justin Kurpeikis 6-4 255 Penn State 
DL Karon Riley St. 6-4 248 Minnesota 
DL Josh Shaw Jr. 6-3 280 Mich. State 
LB T.J. Turner Sr. 6-2 255 Mich. State 
LB. Akin Ayodele Sr. 6-3 250 Purdue 
LB Sean Hoffman Sr. 6-3 244 Minnesota 
DB Jamar Fletcher Jr. 5-10 170 Wisconsin 
DB Willie Middlebrooks Jr. 6-2 190 Minnesota 
DB Renaldo Hill Sr. 5-11 175 Mich. State 
DB Nate Clements Jr. 6-0 190 Ohio State 
P= Craig Jarrett Jr. 6-2 206 Mich. State 
ees Second Team 

Kurt Kittner Jr. 6-3 = 205 Illinois 
5 Damien Anderson Jr. 5-11 208 Northwestern 
RB Montrell Lowe So. 5-8 189 Purdue 
WR Reggie Germany Sr. 6-2 195 Ohio State 
WR Chris Chambers Sr. 6-1 206 Wisconsin 
TE Chris Baker Jr. 6-3 255 Mich. State 
OL Shaun Mason Sr. 6-5 295 Mich. State 
OL Ray Redziniak Sr. 6-3 290 Illinois 
OL Jeff Backus Sr. 6-6 298 Michigan 
OL Tyson Walter Sr. 6-5 295 Ohio State 
C Casey Rabach Sr. 6-5 286 Wisconsin 
AP Kahlil Hill Jr. 6-3 185 lowa 
K Dan Nystrom So. 5-11 195 Minnesota 


sical cl iiss Second Team 
John Schlecht Sr. 6-1 294 Minnesota 
s Ryan Pickett Jr. 6-3 290 Ohio State 


DL Eric Mahlik Sr. 6-3 265 Wisconsin 
LB Ben Mezera Sr. 6-4 242 Minnesota 
LB John Favret Sr. 6-4 230 Wisconsin 
LB Jason Loerzel Jr. 6-3 221 Purdue 

LB Eric Brackins Jr 6-2 233 Michigan 
DB Jason Doering Sr. 6-0 200 Wisconsin 
DB Mike Echols Jr. 5-10 169 Wisconsin 
DB RichardNewsome Sr. 5-11 189 Mich. State 
DB Cato June So. 6-1 213 Michigan 
PKevin Stemke Sr. 6-2 187 Wisconsin 


“upstart” category. 

Purdue and Illinois, which only four years ago weren't good 
enough to gain a bowl bid, are programs on the rise that could 
wedge their way ahead of the league's traditional Big Three for 
not only a postseason trip, but one to a Bowl Championship 
Series game. 

How in the name of the Big Two and the Little Eight did this happen? 

Well, credit Wisconsin athletic director Pat Richter for getting 
ahead of a wave that struck the rest of his colleagues in the mid-1990s. 

Richter had the foresight in 1990 to pluck Barry Alvarez off Lou 
Holtz’s staff at Notre Dame and give him free reign to rebuild the Bad- 
gers from the — ahem — ground up. 

Only four years later, Wisconsin won a share of the Big Ten 1994 
title thanks to its bruising rushing game, and claimed a Rose Bowl 
championship over UCLA. 

Everybody around the conference was amazed at how the Badgers 
pushed their way to Pasadena in the first season Penn State joined the 
league, but the Cheeseheads’ achievement was largely viewed as 
a once-in-a-lifetime fluke that wouldn't happen again. 

Then, two years later, lightning struck again ... with such force ... 
in such a shocking place ... that the vibrations are still being felt. 

Northwestern had not just been a loser, but a colossal loser, for 
most of the previous 30 years. But when Barnett got them to the Rose 


ft. JAMARFLETCHER DB Wisconsin _—_Jr. 
me ~—sé2.:« DTREWBBREES QB Purdue Sr. 
| es WENDELL BRYANT DL Wisconsin Jr. 
= 4. DAVID TERRELL WR Michigan Jr. 
fs 5. KAREEM McKENZIE OT Penn State Sr. 

6. KARON RILEY DE Minnesota Sr. 
S 7. STEVEHUTCHINSON OG _ Michigan Sr. 
A. 8. BEN HAMILTON c Minnesota Sr. 
© ?. :1.J. bucKETT TB Michigan St. So. 
= io. 1.J. TURNER LB Michigan St. Sr. 


Bowl, the idea of a “losing program” was out the window. No longer 
could any program be viewed as one where a coach simply couldn't 
win no matter what he did. 

And when Northwestern won a second straight conference 
title, the four schools in the Big Ten not to gain a bowl bid in 1997 
fired their coaches. The message came through loud and clear at 
Purdue, Indiana, Illinois and Minnesota — win, or we'll find some- 
one who can. 

Joe Tiller has taken the Boilermakers to a bowl in each of the past 
three seasons, and this year has a Heisman Trophy-type talent in quar- 
terback Drew Brees, who could get Purdue to its first Rose Bowl since 
the 1966 season. 

Ron Turner has steadily built Illinois from O-11 in 1997, to 3-8 in 
1998 to 8-4 last season, a remarkable year that included wins at 
Ohio State and Michigan and a 63-21 rout of Virginia in the Micron 
PC Bowl. 

The Illini have nine starters back from an offense that scored 30 or 
more points in eight of 12 games, so they're targeting a return trip to 
the Rose Bowl for the first time in 18 seasons. 

Minnesota's 8-4 mark in 1999 included a 24-23 shocker at Penn 
State that precipitated the Lions’ plummet from No. 2 in the BCS 
standings all the way to a tie for fourth in the league and a trip to the 
Alamo Bowl. 


Cover corners don't come any better. 

Uncanny accuracy makes him sure-fire NFL first-rounder. 
A non-stop motor makes this rusher top drawer. 

Deep threat on offense, difference-maker on defense 
Large tackle has top 10 NFL draft potential. 

Led Big Ten with 16 sacks in 1999. 

Solid blocker for both the run and pass. 

The fulcrum on which Gophers’ running game depends. 
Time will flesh out this tremendous talent. 

Relentless leader of the Spartans’ defense. 


THE BEST AND THE BRIGHTEST 


TEAM MVP EMERGING STAR TOP NEWCOMER UNSUNG HERO 
ILLINOIS Kurt Kittner, QB Rocky Harvey, TB Jamaal Clark, WR Jameel Cook, FB 
INDIANA Antwaan Randle El, QB Levron Williams, TB Jade Pruitt, DB Jeremi Johnson, FB 
IOWA Ladell Betts, RB Scott Mullen, QB Robert Gallery, TE Jason Baker, P 
MICHIGAN Anthony Thomas, RB Drew Henson, QB Carl Diggs, LB Hayden Epstein, P/K 
MICHIGAN STATE _ T.J. Duckett. RB Ryan Van Dyke, @B Charles Rogers, WR Chris Baker, TE 
MINNESOTA Karon Riley, DL Dan Nystrom, K Asad Abdul-Khaliq, QB Sean Hoffman, LB 
NORTHWESTERN Damien Anderson, RB Kevin Bentley, LB Matt Anderson, DL Harold Blackmon, DB 
OHIO STATE Reggie Germany, WR Jamar Martin, FB Matt Wilhelm, LB Nate Clements, DB 
PENN STATE Rashard Casey, QB Eric McCoo, TB Gino Capone, LB Justin Kurpeikis, DL 
PURDUE Drew Brees, QB Montrell Lowe, TB Ashante Woodyard, CB Tim Stratton, TE 


WISCONSIN Wendell Bryant, CB Brooks Bollinger, QB Erasmus James, DL Jason Doering, FS 


For a team to excel, all the players must work together as one. At HEALTHSOUTH, we understand the value of teamwork. 


As the nation’s leading provider of ambulatory surgery, diagnostic imaging and rehabilitative healthcare services, we know that 
rehabilitation is an integral part of a complete recovery. Our team of physicians and therapists works together to formulate an 
individualized rehabilitation plan designed to return each patient to his or her optimum level of performance. 


At HEALTHSOUTH, we get you off of the sidelines and back on the field. 


888 476-8849 
healthsouth.com HRC 2000 
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Cam Cameron at Indiana is the only coach among the four hired in 
1997 who has yet to get his team into the postseason, and that looks 
to change this season with quarterback Antwaan Randle El among the 
most exciting talents in the country. 

“There's no question the Big Ten is the most balanced league in 
the country,” Ohio State coach John Cooper said. “The thing you see 
here is that if a program isn’t winning, it makes a change and makes 
more of a commitment to winning in order to be competitive. 

“When we had seven teams go to bowls a few years back, the four 
that didn't go made changes. Along with that, the administrations at 
those schools realized they'd been doing something wrong and have 
given the guys they hired the support you need to win.” 

One of the ways Wisconsin has gotten good, and Purdue, too, 
is by getting a break from the Big Ten schedule-maker. 

That prospect doesn't sit well with Cooper or Michigan coach 
Lloyd Carr, who in turning down a chance to play in the Kickoff Classic 
this year minced no words in saying that the BCS format encourages 
teams to dodge tough non-conference schedules. 

Carr is irked about playing the likes of Notre Dame, Colorado, 
Syracuse and, this year, UCLA, while Wisconsin traditionally gets 
a non-conference diet like the Western Michigan-Oregon-Cincinnati 


AUG. 27 

Penn State vs. USC 
SEPT. 9 

Ohio State at Arizona 
Oregon at Wisconsin 
SEPT. 16 

Michigan at UCLA 

MSU at Missouri 

Penn Stote at Pittsburgh 
Purdue at Notre Dame 
Cincinnati at Wisconsin 
SEPT. 23 

Michigan at Illinois 
Notre Dame at MSU 
Penn State at OSU 
SEPT. 30 

Wisconsin at Michigan 
Purdue at Penn State 
OCT. 7 

Michigan at Purdue 
Ohio State at Wisconsin 
OCT. 14 

Indiana at Michigan 
Wisconsin at MSU 
OCT. 21 

Purdue at Wisconsin 
Illinois at Penn State 
OCT. 28 

Ohio State at Purdue 
Wisconsin at lowa 
NOV. 4 

MSU at Ohio State 
Minnesota at Wisconsin 
NOV. 11 

Ohio State at Illinois 
Penn State at Michigan 
NOV. 18 

Indiona at Purdue 
Michigan ct Ohio State 


Rose Bowl preview? Could be any year, but we doubt this year. 


John Cooper returns fo old rival when he was at ASU. 
Badgers hope to pluck Ducks the way they sat on Stanford. 


Wolverines get a look at stadium they hope to visit in January. 
Spartans could set their season on right track with win in Columbia. 
Great rivalry nears its conclusion. 

Boilermakers seek jump-start to Big Ten title run. 

UC faces retribution for last year's upset in Cincy. 


Big Ten opener is a monster challenge for both. 
Winner guarantees itself at least one pleasant 2000 memory. 
Buckeyes can’t lose at home if they are to get back in bowl biz. 


This one will establish the favorite for 2000 league title. 
If Boilers want to win Big Ten, they've got to win a big one on the road. 


Drew Henson and Drew Brees match right arms. 
Buckeyes owe Badgers one for 42-17 pasting last season. 


Can Cam Cameron pull off upset at his former school? 
Spartans want to atone for blowout loss last year in Madison, 


Brees better be wary of outstanding Badgers’ secondary. 
Lions’ pass defense must strap it on for diverse Illini. 


Boilermakers haven't beaten Ohio State since 1988. 
Hawkeyes need an adrenaline bump for rival's visit. 


Buckeyes gained less than 200 yards against MSU in ‘99. 
The Paul Bunyan Axe goes fo the winner. 


Home loss to Illini cost OSU a bow! bid in 1999. 
Late-season battle always shapes Big Ten title picture. 


Might be the big game Brees needs for Heisman Trophy. 
Always a monster on the schedule ... what will it mean? 


parlay it will play this year. 

What bugs Cooper, though, is how the up-and-comers’ best sea- 
sons always seem to coincide with a gap on its schedule that conve- 
niently greases the path to prosperity. 

Northwestern didn’t play Ohio State in 1995 or 1996. 

Purdue didn’t play Ohio State or Michigan in either of Tiller’s first 


seasons. 


Wisconsin didn’t play Penn State in 1998 or 1999, and didn’t play 


Ohio State in 1998. 


This year, Wisconsin won't play the Nittany Lions or Illinois. 
“Obviously, they've done a good job up there,” Cooper said. 
“Barry has done a great job. What you have to do is, you have to have 

some things fall in place for you if you're building a program some 
place that has been down. 

“Like at Northwestern. When they won the league back-to-back, 
some teams got knocked off and they had a pretty fair schedule. They 


didn’t play us. 


“Last year, Wisconsin didn’t play Penn State. You have to be pretty 
good and some good things have to happen for you. But, | give Barry 
a lot of credit, he’s done a great job up there.” 


— Bruce Hooley 


In the game of financial services, one player stands out. 


Union Planters is the friend nearby that can be your one-stop source for banking, SOLUTION: 
investments* and insurance** To find out how, visit one of our 880 offices or call UPDirect™ AUN ION | 
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Investment and Insurance Services are: | Not FDIC Insured | Not Guaranteed by Any Bank | May Lose Value 


*Securities and related services are offered through PFIC Securities Corporation, a registered broker-dealer, Member NASD and SIPC, affiliated 
with Union Planters Bank, N.A. **Insurance offered through Union Planters Insurance Agency, Inc. or affiliates, not available in all states. 
www.unionplanters.com ©Copyright 2000 Union Planters Financial Services. 


EarlysOpeners: 
TopPlayrorsNottopPlay4 


why you won't see the Wolverines in the Kickoff Classic on Aug. 
(_}27 against Southern California, and why you will see Penn 
State opposite USC. 

Michigan had the chance to play in the game at Giants Stadium, but 
declined because Carr has become convinced that playing a tough non- 
league schedule is just an invitation to damage a team’s rankings in the Bowl 
Championship Series. 

“| know there's going to be discussion about avoiding people,” Carr 
said. “We're not avoiding anybody. When you look at who we've played in 
1997, ‘98 and ‘99, there’s nobody in this country who played a more diffi- 
cult schedule than we did. 

“So if you're talking about avoiding people, | don’t want to hear it. But 
I'm sure | will.” 

Michigan has played series against Colorado, Syracuse and Notre Dame 
in recent years, and can’t be said to be coasting into Big Ten play this sea- 
son, not with a Sept. 16 date at UCLA. 

But Carr is miffed that the Wolverines haven't been given credit for the diffi- 
Cully of their schedule in various polls — be they computer or more subjective. 
“If you look at the final rankings (in 1999), some of the teams that 
played very easy schedules and may have had the same record we had fin- 

ished ahead of us,” Carr said. 

Hmmmm, who could Lloyd possibly mean? 

Uh, how about Wisconsin? 

The Badgers went 2-1 against a non-league buffet of Murray State, Ball State 
and Cincinnati. The Badgers’ mistake was they played UC on the road and lost. 

After that, Michigan defeated Wisconsin in the Big Ten opener at Camp 
Randall Stadium, but then the Badgers rallied to win their last seven conference 
games and, with that, the league championship. Michigan lost two consecutive 
Big Ten games and therefore yielded the Rose Bowl bid to the Badgers. 

Wisconsin won the Rose Bow! against unheralded Stanford, while 


FOUR-YEAR STANDINGS _ 


IV fighigari coach Lloyd Carr isn’t going to take it any more. That's 


Michigan emerged victorious from an Orange Bowl overtime struggle with 
Southeastern Conference champion Alabama. 

Final rankings? 

Wisconsin: Fourth by both the writers and the coaches. 

Michigan: Fiffh in both polls. 

That tells Carr it's no longer about who you beat, it’s when you beat them, 
or even more important, when you lose, regardless of who the opponent is. 

So when faced with a chance to play in the Kickoff Classic, Carr turned 
his back on the national TV exposure and the two extra weeks of practice the 
early game would have afforded and made his decision along the lines of 
one very simple standard he’s now committed to. 

“[ look at what is in the best interest of Michigan football,” he said. 

Penn State's Joe Paterno doesn’t have the ratings phobia that Carr pos- 
sesses, but he’s not wild about the Kickoff Classic either. 

Paterno told his team he didn’t want to play in the Kickoff Classic, but 
was outvoted by his players. 

Why would Division I-A’s eventual all-time winningest coach object? 

Maybe because his team never quite reached the level it exhibited last 
year in a season-opening annihilation of Arizona in the Pigskin Classic. 

Whether it was a coincidence or causal, other teams that opted to play 
early games also wound up with disappointing seasons in 1999. 

¢ Arizona was ranked fourth in the preseason, but didn’t even factor into 
the Pac-10 race and missed the postseason. 

¢ Penn State lost its last three regular season games to fall out of the 
No, 2 spot in the BCS rankings and into the Alamo Bowl. 

¢ Ohio State lost in the Kickoff Classic, beginning a spiral to 6-6 that 
ended a streak of 10 straight bow! appearances. 

¢ Miami, which defeated the Buckeyes at Giants Stadium, lost three 
straight soon after that, short-circuiting what could have been a special season. 

¢ Neither Notre Dame nor Kansas, which played in the Eddie Robinson 
Classic, gained a bow! bid. 


They used to call him four-loss Lloyd. That was back when Michigan went 9-4 and 8-4 in Lloyd Carrs first two seasons in 1995 and 1996, but all that 
stopped when he took Michigan to a 12-0 record and the national championship in 1997. Now Carr has backed that up with 10-3 and 10-2 seasons, establishing 
the Wolverines as the dominant program in the Big Ten over the past four seasons. That makes him the most popular man in Ann Arbor ... until September, anyway. 


BigTen Pct. _ 


Overall 
Ohio State 


_ Wisconsin 


_Northwestern 


Indiana 7-25 _—.219 


Pet. © M_B Comment 


ear slump or start of a trend? 


Badgers are rolling, with back-to-back Rose wins. 


___ Everybody has been to a bowl except Hoosiers. 


C=Big Ten division championships (shared or won outright), M=Major bowls, B=Bowls 
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2000 


Carr and Paterno have different reasons for bypassing August openers, 
but their respective reasonings seem sound. Coaches won't have to worry 
about such things in three years when the preseason games are eliminated. 


WHO THEY PLAY, WHO THEY DON'T 


They used to joke about Purdue coach Joe Tiller having Ohio State and 
Michigan right where he wanted them — off the schedule. That was the case 
in Tiller's first two seasons in West Lafayette, but not last year, when he had 
to play them in back-to-back weeks on the road. 


Team Does Not Play 
Mlinois Wisconsin, Purdue 
Indiana MSU, Penn State 
lowa Michigan, Purdue _ 
N‘western OSU, Penn State 
Michigan lowa, Minnesota 
MSU Indiona, Minnesota _ 
Minnesota MSU, Michigan 

Penn State —_N‘western, Wisconsin 
Purdue. lowa, Illinois 

Ohio State N‘western, Indiana 
Wisconsin Illinois, Penn State 


Non-Conference Games 
Middle Tenn. St., at San Diego St., Cal 
N.C. State, at Kentucky, Cincinnati = 
al Kansas State, W. Michigan, lowa State__ 
N. Illinois, Duke, at TCU 
Oklahoma State, Rice, at UCLA 

__ Marshall, at Missouri, Notre Dame 
UL-Monroe, Ohio U., at Baylor 
USC, Toledo, La. Tech, ot Pitt 
Central Michigan, Kent, at Notre Dame 
Fresno State, at Arizona, Miami (Ohio) 
W. Michigan, Oregon, Cincinnati 


BOWLING FOR DOLLARS 


Wisconsin’s 17-9 victory over Stanford gave the Badgers an unprece- 
dented double, making them the first Big Ten team to win back-to-back Rose 
Bowls and the first conference team to win three Rose Bowls in the same 
decade. This also makes them the only team in the country to win a Bowl 
Championship Series game each of the past two seasons. 

¢ With a 1-10 record in coach Kirk Ferentz’s first season, lowa wasn't 
close fo sniffing the postseason, and it would be remarkable if Ferentz could 
turn this thing around and get the Hawkeyes back into a bowl this season. 

¢ Minnesota ended o 15-year bowl-less stretch last season by earning a 
bid to the Sun Bowl, but the Gophers still own the longest stretch between 
Rose Bowl appearances of any Big Ten team. The Gophers last played in 
Pasadena following the 1961 season. 

¢ Indiana hasn't played in the postseason since the 1993 Independence 
Bowl. 

¢ Ohio State was ranked ninth in the preseason last year, but wound up 
one of only four Big Ten teams not to get a postseason bid. The Buckeyes 
had been to a bowl game in 10 consecutive seasons. 

¢ Michigan has the longest consecutive bow! appearance streak in the 
Big Ten, having earned a postseason trip each of the past 25 years. 

Michigan State’s 37-34 victory over Florida in the Citrus Bow! broke a 
four-bowl losing streak for the Spartans that dated to 1990. 


How much did Michigan make off its trip to the mega-buck Bow! Cham- 
pionship Series Orange Bowl last season? 

The answer is: $16,949 less than Ohio State, Indiana, lowa and North- 
western — the four Big Ten teams that didn’t go fo bowls at all. 

Say what? 

Simple. Michigan spent $16,949 more for its expenses in Miami than 
the $1.4-million ceiling the Big Ten permits its bow! participants. 

So even though the Wolverines earned $6 million for playing Alabama 
at Pro Player Stadium, they were permitted to keep only $1.4 million of that 
themselves. The remaining $4.6 million went into a pot, along with the 
league's other bowl revenue. 

Pooled together, minus their expense allowance, the seven Big Ten bowl 
teams raised enough that $1.55 million went to each conference member 
and the league office. 

Michigan then had to pay its excess expenses from that amount. 

At least six Big Ten teams will go bowling this season (provided the 
conference produces at least that many teams with a winning record). 


2000 


Champion _Bowl Championship Series® 
BigTenNo.2 _ Florida Citrus Bowl vs. SEC No. 2 
BigTen No.3 Outback Bowl vs. SEC at-large 
BigTenNo.4 Alamo Bowl vs.Big12No.4 
_Big Ten No. 5 Sun Bowl vs. Pac-10 No. 3 
BigTenNo.6 = Micron PC vs. ACC No. 4 
Orange Bowl if ranked 1 or 2, otherwise Rose Bowl 


REAL DEAL CANDIDATES: 


The Big Ten is stacked with players who will be near the top of their posi- 

tion group when awards are handed out at the end of the 2000 season. 

° HEISMAN (outstanding player): Drew Brees, QB, Purdue. 

* OUTLAND (interior lineman): Steve Hutchinson, OG, Michigan; Ben 
Hamilton, C, Minnesota; Kareem McKenzie, OT, Penn State. 

* LOMBARDI (lineman, linebacker): Steve Hutchinson, OG, Michigan; 
Wendell Bryant, DT, Wisconsin. 

* THORPE (defensive back): Jamar Fletcher, CB, Wisconsin. 

* DOAK WALKER (running back): Anthony Thomas, Michigan. 

* DAVEY O'BRIEN (quarterback): Drew Brees, Purdue; Kurt Kittner, 
Illinois. 

 BILETNIKOFF (receiver): David Terrell, Michigan. 

* LOU GROZA (kicker): Vitaly Piselsky, Wisconsin; Dan Nystrom, Minnesota. 

¢ RAY GUY AWARD (punter): Craig Jarrett, Michigan State; Kevin 
Stemke, Wisconsin. 


TOUGHEST SCHEDULE 


Welcome fo the Big Ten, Bobby Williams. Your first game win over 
Florida’s Gators in the Citrus Bow! was an appetizer for 2000. Williams’ Spar- 
fans play Marshall and Notre Dame at home, plus a road trip to Missouri. 

Then the fun really starts once the Big Ten begins. MSU is the only team 
in the league that plays the league's traditional Big Three — Ohio State, 
Michigan and Penn State — and the two programs beating down the door to 
win a title, Illinois and Purdue. 

And, oh yeah, MSU plays OSU, Penn State and Michigan on the road. 


EASIEST SCHEDULE 


The Big Ten doesn’t schedule like the NFL, where the worst teams get 
the easiest schedule the following year. But, it's not far from that this year, 
with Northwestern getting the biggest break from the schedule maker. 

The Wildcats don’t play Penn State or Ohio State, and they start with 
winnable home non-conference games against Northern Illinois and Duke. 


COACHING GO-ROUND 


Bobby Williams will be the only new face when Big Ten coaches meet 
in Chicago in August. The only new coach in the league already has some- 
thing on his resume that four colleagues don’t — a postseason victory. 

Normally, a coach doesn’t get that until he’s coached a regular season 
game, but Williams got his bow! win after stepping in for Nick Saban, who 
bailed out of East Lansing for LSU in December. Then, Williams was carried 
Off the field on his players’ shoulders when a last-play field goal got the win. 

Here’s how Williams’ colleagues shake out in terms of their job security: 

* Deified: Joe Paterno will get Bear Bryant's Division | career record of 
323 victories this season unless Penn State has its worst season since 1988. 

 Ensconced: Michigan's Lloyd Carr, Wisconsin’s Barry Alvarez, 
Purdue's Joe Tiller. 

¢ Increasingly popular: Illinois Ron Turner, Minnesota’s Glen Mason. 

¢ Honeymooning: Michigan State's Bobby Williams, Northwestern's 
Randy Walker. 

© Let's Pick It Up: Ohio State’s John Cooper, Indiana’s Cam Cameron, 
lowa's Kirk Ferentz. 


— Bruce Hooley 
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QUARTERBACKS 


In 1999, the quarterback position in the Big Ten was perhaps the 
strongest it had been throughout the ‘90s, and it looks to be even better this 
season. Five of the league‘s top seven passers return, including Penn State's 
Rashard Casey and Wisconsin‘s Brooks Bollinger, who will have their jobs all 
to themselves this season. 

Bollinger didn't become the Badgers’ starter until the season’s fifth game 
last year, and the Badgers didn’t lose thereafter. Casey was scintillating in the 
Alamo Bowl and will no longer have to look over his shoulder at Kevin 
Thompson. Michigan’s Drew Henson has the same thing going for him, now 
that Tom Brady has graduated. 

Purdue's Drew Brees is the class of the lot, but even at that, his 25 TDs 
and 12 interceptions last season looked pretty shabby next to the 24-5 ratio 
of Illinois’ Kurt Kittner. 


Team 
. Purdue 
. Illinois 
. Indiana 
. Penn State 


Summary a 

Basketball on grass, with Drew Brees as the point guard. 
Kurt Kitfner's numbers show Ron Turner can coach QBs. 
Antwaan Randle El is pure excitement, running or throwing. 
Rashard Casey brings some sizzle to the Nitflany Lions, 

. Michigan Drew Henson will show why he was hyped so heavily. 

. Wisconsin _ Brooks Bollinger will throw more with Ron Dayne gone. 
lowa Scott Mullen averaged 283 passing yards in his five starts in ‘99, 
. Ohio State _Steve Bellisari must improve a .451 completion percentage. 
. Mich. State Ryan Van Dyke has loads of talent, but no experience. 

. Northwestern Zak Kustok and Nick Kreinbrink must mature. 

11. Minnesota — Freshman Asad Abdul-Khaliq might be another Ricky Foggie. 


] 
2 
3 
4 
b) 
6 
Ih 
8 
9 
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In taking over for legendary Ron Dayne, Wisconsin tailback Michael 
Bennett brings 50 pounds less but more speed to the Badgers backfield. 
He gained 114 rushing yards on only six carries last year against Indiana. 

It's probably a good time for him to declare that, “I'm no Ron Dayne ... 
but no one else is, either.” 

Uh ... well, unless that someone is Michigan State 260-pound tailback 
T.J. Duckett. His performance late last season gave opposing coaches recur- 
ring nightmares over how they might stop him this season. 

And Michigan‘s Anthony Thomas returns for his senior year after a 1,297- 
yard junior season, which makes him the league's top returning rusher. 


Team 
. Michigan 
. Penn State 


Summary 
The A-Train is back, and so is Justin Fargas (missed ‘99 with injury). 
__Eric McCoo has led Lions in rushing twice; great depth. 
._ Illinois Rocky Harvey is a good all-purpose back. f 
. Mich. State _T.J. Duckett has power to spare and much pain to inflict. 
. Northwestern Damien Anderson gained 1,128 yards as a sophomore. 
. Purdue Montrell Lowe is the perfect scatback for Purdue's attack. 
. Indiana Levron Williams is a big-play threat who averaged 6.9-yards per carry. 
. Wisconsin _Dayne’s caddy, Michael Bennett, will run behind an experienced line. 
. Ohio State —_ Jonathan Wells reminds OSU's optimistic fans of Eddie George. 
. lowa _Ladell Belts is the Hawkeyes’ only proven commodity. 
. Minnesota —_If you have an idea who'll start, call Glen Mason. 
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Call David Terrell “a reverse Charles Woodson.” 

Rather than a great cornerback who can play wide receiver, Terrell is 
a great wideout who can play corner, Michigan coach Lloyd Carr will use 
him as he needs him, but mostly, he'll make sure he gets Terrell the ball even 
more offen this season than the 61 he caught in 1999. 

At 6-3, he’s got a chance to be sort of a combination of Woodson and 
Michigan State's big, strong Plaxico Burress. He's better on offense than 
On defense (needs to work on that upper body strength), but is excellent 
both places. 

Ohio State has the most prolific duo in the league as Ken-Yon Rambo 
and Reggie Germany combined for 84 catches and 1,489 yards. 


Team 
. Purdue 
. Ohio State 
. Illinois 
. Michigan 
._ Wisconsin. 


Summary 

Vinny Sutherland goes deep, Tim Stratton goes short, etc., etc. 
Ken-Yon Rambo and Reggie Germany are a good combo. 
Brandon Lloyd is the headliner in a deep group. 

David Terrell is the best individual at this position in the league, 
Chris Chambers and Nick Davis make big plays. 

_ Indiana Best set of three: O.J. Conner, Jerry Dorsey and Versie Gaddis. 
. Penn State Eddie Drummond gives Rashard Casey a proven threat. 

lowa Kevin Kasper and Kahlil Hill provide o dangerous pair. 

._ Minnesota _ Ron Johnson is clearly the best of the Gophers. 

. Mich. State Say goodbye to Gari Scott, Plaxico Burris and MSU's pass offense. 
11, Northwestern Not a single 400-yard receiver returns. 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


Four of the five first team All-Big Ten selections on the offensive line from 
1999 return, with several teams loaded up front. 

But while Michigan and Wisconsin and Penn State draw the attention, 
there's Illinois, sneaking up on them. Yes, the Illini did it with a passing 
Offense led by Kurt Kitiner, but consider that the offensive line that helped pro- 
duce nearly 5,000 yards in total offense, returns intact for the 2000 season. 
The Illini protected Kittner so well he wasn't sacked in four games, including 
wins at Ohio State and Michigan. 

Purdue and Minnesota have veteran lines, too. Penn State tackle 
Kareem McKenzie and Minnesota center Ben Hamilton were both first team 
all-league picks in ‘99 and rate as Lindy’s/SportsLine.com first-team All- 
Americans for 2000. 
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Team 
. Michigan 
. Wisconsin 
. Illinois 
Purdue 
. Penn State 
. Minnesota 


Summary 

Wolverines remain loaded, ready to pave path to Pasadena? 
Badgers lost both OTs, but just keep pumping out great linemen. 
Unit that blocked for nearly 5,000 yards total offense returns intact. 
Four starters are back; that means Brees will have time to throw. 
Tackle Kareem McKenzie leads a solid group. 

All-American center Ben Hamilton is one of four returning vets. 

. Ohio State __ Buckeyes hired a new assistant to get better play from this unit. 
. Mich. State Guard Sean Mason will have to be leader of inexperienced Spartans. 
. Northwestern Four vets offer experience, but not much success on their resumes. 
, Indiana Replacing tackles Pita Elisari and Craig Robeen will be a task. _ 

. lowa Hawkeyes are still young and not physical enough up front. 
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How would you like to win the Rose Bowl twice in a row because your 
defense came up big when it had to and by returning your entire starting front 
four? You would? 

Then you know how Barry Alvarez feels. 

He has three seniors and first team All-Big Ten tackle Wendell Bryant 
ready to fake on all comers on a defensive line that may be good enough to get 
the Badgers a few victories that a fella named Dayne got them in years past. 

The Badgers’ starting front line combined for 27 tackles for loss last sea- 
son, including 13 sacks. There is room to improve on a rushing defense that 
tanked 33rd in the country, but that minus five yards that Stanford rushed for in 
the Rose Bowl is probably a sign of things to come for Wisconsin foes. 

Elsewhere in the league, nobody appears to have the size, speed and 
power that No. 1 NFL draft pick Courtney Brown had, but there are several sack 
artist supremes capable of destroying a quarterback. Three linemen with dou- 
ble-digit sacks return: Minnesota's Karon Riley, Penn State's Justin Kurpeikis 
and Purdue's Akin Ayodele. 


Team 
. Wisconsin 
. Mich. State 
. Ohio State 
. Minnesota 


Summary 

Bryant was first team all-league and all-academic in ‘99. 
Jace Sayler, Nick Myers, and Josh Shaw are outstanding. 

Six velerans return; the group was disappointing last yeor. 
Karon Riley's league-best 16 sacks lead blitz-happy Gophers. 
Justin Kurpeikas must assume void left by Courtney Brown. 
Akin Ayodele is the headliner among four returning starters. 
Wolverines lost a lot, buf always have depth in reserve. 
Experienced backups must deliver for Illini to avoid problem. 
lowa Cody O'Hare and Anthony Herron give Hawkeyes solid ends. 

. Northwestern Dwayne Missouri was second feam all-league in 1999. 

11. Indiana Hoosiers got hammered up front in ‘99; 2000 looks ominous. 


LINEBACKERS 


There has never been a better time for a Big Ten linebacker longing to 
make his own identity. Not a single one of the six first and second team all- 
conference selections at the position last year return this season. 

Forget Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? "Who Wants to Be the Next 
LaVar Arrington?” Oh, that’s the same question. 

The likely candidates to step forward this year are Minnesota's Ben Mez- 
era and Michigan State's T.J. Turner and Josh Thornhill. Those names didn’t 
forge much of a reputation a year ago, but try doing that in o league where 
Arrington, Brandon Short, lan Gold, Na’il Diggs, Dhani Jones and Julian 
Peterson are standing in the spotlight. 

Turner, in particular, is ready to become a star, if only because he'll be 
put in position to be a big-time playmaker (not that he wasn’t last season 
with three touchdowns). Turner is moving outside to Julian Peterson's old 
spot, ready to fly into the backfield. 


. Penn State 
. Purdue 

. Michigan 
._ Illinois 
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Team 
. Mich. State 
. Michigan 
. Penn State 
. Minnesota 
. Wisconsin 


Summary 

Turner and Thomhill are big-time talents who can terrorize. 
Victor Hobson is the best of an experienced corps. 

Major graduation losses, but it’s Linebacker U for a reason. 
Mazera had 12 sacks and trails the school record by just 3.5. 
Badgers must replace Chris Ghidorzi and Donnel Thompson. 
. Ohio State —_ Position with much tradition at OSU is in a down cycle. 
Purdue Jason Loerzel and Joe Odom are young, but talented. 

. Northwestern Wildcats have experience and depth here, but nowhere else. 
. Illinois Danny Clark and Eric Guenther’s absence will be felt. 

. Indiana Starfers all return, but IU got hammered up front in ‘99. 

. lowa Sophomore Fred Barr needs help around him. 
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2000 


SECONDARY 


With college football’s recent defensive trend being toward man cover- 
age at wide receiver and all-out blitzes up front, no defense is better posi- 
tioned to dominate than Wisconsin. The Badgers have two outstanding 
coverage comers in Jamar Fletcher and Mike Echols, guys who have two 
years starting experience under their belt and — brace yourself, opponents 
— {wo years of eligibility remaining. 

Everyone laughed when coach Barry Alvarez decided to go with two 
freshmen at arguably the most important defensive positions on the field 
two years ago. Now it’s Alvarez who's yukking it up, with back-to-back 
Rose Bowl victories that have more than legitimized his faith in Fletcher 
and Echols. 

They have 18 interceptions and 40 pass breakups in two seasons, and 
Fletcher has taken five of his 14 picks back for touchdowns, including two 
last year against Drew Brees and another in the 1999 Rose Bowl against 
UCLA's Cade McNown. 


Team 
. Wisconsin 


Summary 

Outstanding comers, and both are only juniors. 

. Michigan Experience abounds, but Tommy Hendricks will be missed. 
. Ohio State SS Michael Doss is a star in waiting. as 

. Northwestern Harold Blackmon is the best of an entire returning unit. 

. Minnesota _ Three starters back, too bad one isn’t Tyrone Carter. 
. Mich. Stale Renaldo Hill and Richard Newsome are playmakers. 

. Purdue Ben Smith's return from ACL surgery is crucial. 

. Penn State __It's bombs away against an all-new Lion secondary, 

._ Illinois FS Muhammad Abdullah will lead a young group. 

. Indiana Gave up too many deep passes last season. 

11, lowa League's worst pass-efficiency defense last year. 


Sure, it's only a few plays a game, but ask Purdue coach Joe Tiller 
about the importance of those plays. His Boilermakers were pushing Georgia 
all over the Outback Bowl last year when kicker Travis Dorsch missed his first 
extra point. 

No big deal, right? 

Purdue scored another touchdown. And another, and another before the 
Georgia Bulldogs could respond. Trouble was, the Boilermakers kept going 
for two to make up the point Dorsch missed, and kept coming up empty. 
Dorsch also missed three field goals, and suddenly Purdue found itself in 
overtime, where it lost by — irony of ironies — a field goal. 

So, don’t ask Joe Tiller about special teams. Unless you want a cold 
Stare and a hot reaction. 

Wisconsin, Michigan and Minnesota look to have the most special of 
the special teams in 2000. 
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Team 
. Wisconsin 
. Michigan 
. Minnesota 
. Iilinois 
. Penn State 


Summary 

K Vitaly Pisetsky, P Kevin Slemke and RS Nick Davis are outstanding. 
Hayden Epstein has a great leg and David Terrell is wicked on retums. 
Kicker Dan Nystrom made 14 straight FGs and 17 overall in ‘99. 
Punter Steve Fitts adds the kicking duties to his resume. 

Lions need a kicker and punter fo replace seniors. 

. Ohio State _ Kicker Dan Stultz may be primed for a big year. - 

. Mich. State Punter Craig Jarret’s leg will be needed to save field position. 
lowa Punter Jason Baker averaged 42.3-yards per attempt last season. 
. Purdue K Travis Dorsch has a big leg, but missed three FGs and PAT in bowl. 
. Indiana Hoosiers need fo steal some wins by improving in this area. 

. Northwestern It's bad when the snapper, Jack Harnedy, is the only sure thing. 
— Bruce Hooley 
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BIG TEN YEAR IN REVIEW: 1999 


THE RACE 


Penn State was supposed to walk off with the 1999 Big Ten champi- 
onship on its way to the national title, but a funny thing happened fo the Nit- 
fany Lions on the way to No. 1. 

The Lions were cruising along at 9-0, on schedule to accomplish all 
their goals, when Minnesota surprised them with three weeks left in the regu- 
lar season. Then Michigan beat ‘em. And Michigan State completed the hat- 
trick the following week. 

Meanwhile, with Penn State's national championship hopes ruined, Wiscon- 
sin rebounded from a Big Ten-opening loss to Michigan and hit the ground run- 
ning — and we do mean running — toward a second straight trip to Pasadena. 


THE CHAMPION 


Wisconsin wasn't looking particularly healthy at the end of September. 
The Badgers were 2-2, having been embarrassed by Cincinnati and then 


dropping a hard-fought Big Ten opener to Michigan. And, on Oct. 2, Wiscon- 


sin was down 17-0 in the second quarter to Ohio State. 

Yes, the Badgers had Ron Dayne, marvelously talented defenders 
such as CB Jamar Fletcher and DT Wendell Bryant and nifty special 
teams ... but the key to their Rose Bowl season emerged that day in 
Columbus. He was redshirt freshman quarterback Brooks Bollinger. Start- 
ing in place of injured Scott Kavanagh, Bollinger helped rally Wisconsin 
to 42 consecutive points and a 42-17 victory. And from there, the team 
was basically his, as the Badgers suddenly could beat teams running or 
passing, and won their final eight games of the season, including the 
Rose Bowl over Stanford. 


THE STARS 


Offensive Player of the Year: Ron Dayne, Wisconsin, TB 
All the pressure was on Dayne from the start of the season to break Ricky 


Williams’ one-year-old NCAA rushing mark. He did it in the last regular season 


game against lowa and then rumbled to a second straight MVP award at the 
Rose Bowl. In all, it was a remarkable 2,034-yard season (including the bowl 
game) and a Heisman Trophy capping a storybook career. 


Defensive Player of the Year: Courtney Brown, Penn State, DE 


Opponents made Brown the focus of their blocking schemes, and he still 


got through to cause considerable havoc, Brown led the Big Ten with 29 
tackles behind the line of scrimmage, totaling 150 yards. Against Purdue, 
he made one of the most athletic plays of the season by tipping, then inter- 
cepting, then returning, a Drew Brees pass for a touchdown that weighed 
heavily in the Nittany Lions’ 31-25 victory. 


Coach of the Year: Glen Mason, Minnesota 

Competition for this award was fierce, but Mason edged Wiscon- 
sin’s Barry Alvarez and Illinois’ Ron Turner by getting the Gophers to 
their first bow! game since 1986. Minnesota’s late-season upset of Penn 
State in State College turned college football's Bowl Championship 
Series standings on its ear and typified the Gophers turnaround under 
Mason. 


THE BOWLS 


The Big Ten was bidding for an unprecedented second straight unde- 
feated bowl season and didn’t miss by much, despite having a record-tying 
seven teams in the postseason. The league finished 5-2, coming out on the 
wrong end of two close calls. 

Wisconsin became the first team in league history to win both 
back-to-back Rose Bowls and three Rose Bowls in one decade, and for 
the third year in a row, the Big Ten placed two teams in the BCS bowls. 
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Rose Wisconsin 17, Stanford3 
Orange lichiga 35, Alabama 34 (OT) 
Citrus Michigan State 37, Florida 34 
Georgia 28, Purdue 25 (OT) 
linois 63. Virainia 2 


24, Minnesota 20 


‘Outback 


Sun _ 2 Oregon 
THE NFL DRAFT 
The big news of the draft was teammates at No. 1 and No, 2 — Penn 

State's Courtney Brown and LaVar Arrington — only the third time ever that 
players from the same team were picked at the top two spots. (Nebraska in 
1984 and Michigan State in ‘67 were the other two.) In all, the Big Ten 
had 36 players selected, second only to the SEC's 41. Here's a team-by- 
team rundown: 

ILLINOIS (2): K Neil Rackers (6th round, Cincinnati), LB Danny Clark (7th, 
Jacksonville). 

IOWA (2): TE Austin Wheatley (5th, New Orleans), SS Matt Bowen (6th, 
St. Louis). 

MICHIGAN (6): LB lan Gold (2nd, Denver), FB Aaron Shea (4th, Cleveland), 
DT Josh Williams (4th, Indianapolis), LB Dhani Jones (6th, N.Y. Giants), 

QB Tom Brady (6th, New England), DT Rob Renes (7th, Indianapolis). 
MICHIGAN STATE (7): WR Plaxico Burress (1st, Pittsburgh), LB Julian 
Peterson (1st, San Francisco), WR Gari Scott (4th, Philadelphia), OT Greg 
Robinson-Randall (4th, New England), S Aric Morris (Sth, Tennessee), 

K Paul Edinger (6th, Chicago), DE Robaire Smith (6th, Tennessee). 
MINNESOTA (2): S Tyrone Carter (4th, Minnesota), RB Thomas Hamner 
(6th, Philadelphia). 

NORTHWESTERN: (1): TE Jay Tant (5th, Arizona). 

OHIO STATE (6): CB Ahmed Plummer (1st, San Francisco), LB Na‘il Diggs 
(4th, Green Bay), SS Gary Berry (4th, Green Bay), RB Michael Wiley (5th, 
Dallas), DE James Cotton (7th, Chicago), TE Kevin Houser (7th, New 
Orleans). 

PENN STATE (4): Courtney Brown (1st, Cleveland), LB LaVar Arrington 
(1st, Washington), David Macklin (3rd, Indianapolis), LB Brandon Short 
(4th, N.Y. Giants). 

PURDUE (2): CB Michael Hawthorne (6th, New Orleans), DT David Nugent 
(6th, New England). 

WISCONSIN (4): Ron Dayne (1st, N.Y. Giants), OT Chris McIntosh (1st, Seat- 
tle), SS Bobby Myers (4th, Tennessee), OT Mark Tauscher (7th, Green Bay). 


THE STANDINGS 


TEAM 


Big10 Pct. PF PA 


Michigan State 
Minnesota 
Penn State 
Illinois 

Purdue 

Ohio State 
Indiana 


Northwestern 


— Bruce Hooley 
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BIG TEN DECADE IN REVIEW 


PROGRAM OF THE 90S 


ALL-DECADE 


Wisconsin Badgers 

OK, so Michigan, Ohio State and Penn State went to more bowls in 
the decade. And, yeah, Penn State went unbeaten in 1994; Michigan won 
@ national championship in 1997; and Ohio State finished No. 2 in the 
nation twice. 

Big deal. 

Wisconsin not only went to, but won, three Rose Bowls in the 1990s 
and since no other conference member had ever done that before, the Bad- 
gers are the pick. Considering where Wisconsin came from, going 1-10 in 
Barry Alvarez’s first year in 1990, the Badgers’ ascent is all the more remark- 
able and their selection all the more deserving. 


TEAM OF THE 'S0S 


Michigan, 1997 

The Wolverines get the nod because they won the Big Ten’s only 
national championship of the 1990s. Come to think of it, coach Lloyd 
Carr's team won the league’s only national championship of the three 
previous decades, since no conference member had finished No. 1 since 
Ohio State in 1968. 

Heisman Trophy winner Charles Woodson, who dazzled on both 
defense and offense, led the way to the Rose Bow! where Brian Griese won 
MVP honors by leading the Wolverines over Washington State. 


BIG TEN CHAMPIONS OF THE 90S 


So much for the Big Two and the Little Eight. Eight teams won outright 
titles or shared a piece of the crown in the 1990s. 

How wide open was it? So wide open that Northwestern not only won 
one championship by itself, but shared another. The only teams shut out of 
first place were Indiana, Purdue and Minnesota. 

Michigan: “1990, 1991, 1992, 1997, *1998 

Wisconsin: “1993, “1998, 1999 

Ohio State: "1993, °1996, °1998 

Northwestern: 1995, *1996 

Penn State: 1994 

lowa: *1990 

Michigan State: *1990 

Illinois: "1990 

*Shared title 


BOWLS IN THE '90S _ 


A strong finish the past two seasons allowed the Big Ten to wrap up the 
decade with a winning bowl record of 30-27-1. Only a 5-0 finish in 1998 
and a 5-2 mark last season — the third time the conference sent seven 
teams to bowls during the decade — pushed the mark above .500. 

The conference's overall bowl record might not have been that 
sparkling, but its Rose Bow! mark was sterling. The Big Ten won seven of 10 
times in Pasadena during the decade, including seven of the last eight. 

Penn State's triumph over Oregon following the 1994 season completed an 
unbeaten year for the Nittany Lions and Michigan‘s win over Washington State 
put the finishing touches on the Wolverines’ 1997 national championship. 


COACH OF THE DECADE 


Gary Barnett, Northwestern 

They thought about fitting Barnett for a straightjacket when he was hired by 
the Wildcats and boldly announced he was “going fo take the Purple to 
Pasadena.” No one was laughing, though, when Barnett brought off that miracle, 
taking Northwestern to the outright Big Ten title in 1995 and a co-championship 
in 1996. Not bad for a program that hadn't been above .500 since 1971. 
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_OFFENSE — First Team 


RB Ron eae Wisconsin 


WR_ Terry Glenn, Ohio State 


Jerame Tuman, Michigan 


OL _ Jeff Hartings, Penn State 


OL Greg Skrepenak, Michigan 


Sam Valenzisi, Northwestern _ 
ee - = Fitst Team 


DL Terex DeViies, snionat ‘ 
DL Simeon Rice, Illinois" 


LB Dana Howard, Illinois 


CB Charles Woodson, Bachiggn 


Biyrone Carter} unnieeok 


P Jim DiGuilio, Indiana 


OFFENSE — Second Team 
RB Tyrone Wheatley, ae 
WR ea Burress, aac State 


TE Kyle Bo Fem Site 


OL Forel Adams, Michigans Stale 


OL isa onsen: Michigan _ 


Brian Gowins, Northwestern 


ARRAN ar 
REDS SoS Team _ 

DL Adowcla O, Oana, ciiciond 
DL Tom Burke, Wisconsin 

LB Pat Fitzgerald, Northwestern 

Sa PLE Springs, Ohio State 

“ Mareus Ray, Miiigan | 


P Nick Gallery, foie 


DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE DECADE 


Charles Woodson, CB, Michigan (1995-97) 
They said a defensive player would not win the Heisman Trophy again. 
They were wrong. As a senior, Woodson helped on offense and defense, as 


the Wolverines won the national title. 


OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE DECADE 


Ron Dayne, RB, Wisconsin (1996-99) 
The Badgers’ Heisman winner blasted to an NCAA Division I-A record 
6,397 career rushing yards. He led the Badgers to two Big Ten titles and 


back-to-back Rose Bowl victories. 


DECADE STANDINGS 


Conference Games 


WES Perie PCr 
ep 4) 
Mich. State 45 34 
Purdue 


Indiana 


_CH 


62 53 2 538 6 1 
SPAT CAM Gu ADS nS ai0 


47 64 2 425 3 0 


Notes: CH=Chompionships won or shared. B=Bowis, M=Mojor bowls (Rose, Orange, Sugar, Fiesta only) 


Penn Stole joined the Big Ten in 1993. 


— Bruce Hooley 
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BIG TEN CENTURY IN REVIEW 


PROGRAM OF THE CENTURY 


Michigan Wolverines 

The Wolverines’ 1997 national championship got them back to where 
they lived for much of the first half of the century ... on top. With 440 victo- 
ries in the century, Maize and Blue lore is replete with Big Ten and national 
titles. From winning the first Rose Bowl, 49-0, at the end of the 1901 season 
.. all the way through the Fielding Yost years through the Fritz Crisler era, 
through the Bennie Ooosterbaan decade, and with Bo Schembecher later, 
the Wolverines have been nationally successful and popular. 


TEAM OF THE CENTURY 


1. 1968 Ohio State (10-0) 
This was Woody Hayes’ greatest team. The Super Sophomores of Rex Kern, 
John Brockington, Jack Tatum, Jim Sfillwagon, Mike Sensibaugh and others helped 


the Buckeyes defeat No. 1 Purdue at home early in the season, and roll to Pasadena. 


There, they upset USC and Heisman Trophy winner O.J. Simpson, 27-16. 

2, 1923 Illinois — The Illini and their new halfback, Harold “Red” Grange 
won the third of legendary head coach Robert Zuppke’s four national cham- 
pionships. Illinois held its last five opponents scoreless. 

3, 1997 Michigan — Heisman Trophy-winner Charles Woodson did it all on 
offense and defense to help Lloyd Carr's Wolverines conquer a non-league 


schedule featuring Colorado and Notre Dame, plus the Big Ten and Washing- 


ton State in the Rose Bowl. 

4, 1960 Minnesota — The last of Minnesota's six national championships in 
the century and the only one not won by head coach Bernie Beirman. This 
time, it was Murray Warmath in control, with Bobby Bell the headline player. 
5. Tie (all won or shared national championships) 


1970 Ohio State 1942 Ohio State 
1966 Michigan State 1941 Minnesota 
1965 Michigan State 1940 Minnesota 
1961 Ohio State 1936 Minnesota 
1958 lowa 1935 Minnesota 
1957 Ohio State 1934 Minnesota 
1954 Ohio State 1933 Michigan 
1952 Michigan State 1932 Michigan 
1948 Michigan 1927 Illinois 


1919 Illinois 

1918 Michigan 
1914 Illinois 

1904 Michigan 
1903 Michigan 
1902 Michigan 
1901 Michigan 


OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE CENTURY — 


Archie Griffin, rb, Ohio State (1972-75) 
Yes, Red Grange made professional football happen, and Ron 
Dayne broke the NCAA‘s career rushing record, but those two Heisman 


Trophies on his mantel say Griffin is the winner. No one has matched that 


feat, nor has anyone surpassed Griffin's record of 31 consecutive 100- 
yard rushing games. 

Think about that; Never held to fewer than 100 yards in a game for 
more than three years, What's more, his performances were also all 
about leadership — he remains the only player to start in four consecu- 
tive Rose Bowls. 


DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE CENTURY — 


Charles “Bubba” Smith, de, Michigan State (1964-66) 

His presence on the defensive line made running against the Spartans a 
waste of time and gave cries to the chant, “Kill Bubba, Kill!” in East Lansing. 
He was the centerpiece of one of the greatest Big Ten defensive teams ever. 
The 1965 Spartans led the nation by allowing just 45.6 yards a game rush- 
ing and 6.2 points a game. Smith (who became a longtime NFL star) and 
safety George Webster both were two-time consensus All-Americans. Some 
say Webster was the better pure college player, but Smith's impact and leg- 
endary status stands out. 
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ALL CENTURY TEAM 


Offense = First rece 


RB Red oman! tlinois ae 25) 
WR Wes Fesler, Ohio State ae 


WR rd Kramer, pecan a 58) 


OL Bioko hee Minnesota Q- 2 


OL Alvin Wistert, Michigan (47-49) 


sete Wet 


Ron Day ne, Wisconsin 66: 99) 


K Vic Janowicz, Ohio State (49-51) Morten Anderson, Mich, Slate (8-81) 


Pl - ti Tecin Second Team 


LB cna Ohio Slate e (7 -73) 


DB Charles Woodson, Mich. (95-97) 


DB sae Cassid Cane State, 2 (53-58) 


P Bers Roby, iowa (78- 81) font vita Ohio State (e4- 87) 


A CENTURY OF STANDINGS 


Team WwW L T 
Ohio State 


Minnesota 


SASS : ey, A 
COACH OF THE CENTURY 


Bernie Bierman, Minnesota (1932-41, 1945) 

Known as “The Silver Fox" or “The Grey Eagle” Bierman led the Golden 
Gophers to o decade of dominance in the Big Ten during his first tour of duty 
before entering the military for three seasons during World War Il. 

Minnesota was 63-12-5 during Beirman’s first four, going unbeaten 
three straight seasons and to the fifth game of the fourth year before it finally 
lost. His teams won seven Big Ten titles and five national championships and 
went unbeaten five times during his first 10 years as head coach. Minnesota 
lost only eight conference games during those 10 seasons. 

Bierman was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1955. 


— Bruce Hooley 


2000 


1999 Big 10 Leaders 


PASSING EFFICIENCY AT. CMP, PCT, __‘YDS.__—‘TD__-POINTS. —_INTERCEPTIONS G NO, ys. a IPG 
Rashard Casey, Penn State* 94 59 62.8 856 6 153.9 Jamar Fletcher, Wisconsin* 11 7 135 2 0.6 
Brooks Bollinger, Wisconsin* 126 75 59.5 1028 8 145.8 Adrian Beasley, Purdue 11 5 169 0 0.5 
Tom Brady, Michigan 295 180 61.0 2217 16 138.0. TJ. Turner, Michigan St.* 1 5 105 1 0.5 
Antwaan Randle El, Indiana* 279 150 53.8 2277 17 137.4 Ahmed Plummer, Ohio State 12 5 64 0 0.4 
Kevin Thompson, Penn State 242 133 55.0 1916 13 131.8 Bobby Myers, Wisconsin 11 4 54 0 0.4 
Drew Brees, Purdue* 494 301 60.9 3531 21 130.5 Muhammad Abdullah, Illinois* 1 4 31 0 0.4 
Billy Cockerham, Minnesota 239 128 53.6 1834 12 127.9 Tony Francis, Illinois 11 4 2 0 0.4 
Kurt Kittner, Illinois* 372 202 54.3 2448 22 126.9 DeWayne Patmon, Michigan* 11 3 45 0 0.3 
Bill Burke, Michigan St. 277 152 54.9 1957 17 122.9 Tariq Holman, lowa 1 3 30 0 0.3 
Steve Bellisari, Ohio State* 224 101 45.1 1616 12 115.3 Willie Fells, Purdue 1 3 29 0 0.3 
RUSHING CAR. YDS. AVG. YDSPG SCORING 1D XP FG PTS, PTPG 
Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 303 1834 6.1 166.7 Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 19 0 0 114 10.4 
Thomas Hamner, Minnesota 288 1362 47 123.8 Neil Rackers, Illinois 1 35 20 101 9.2 
Anthony Thomas, Michigan* 283 1257 44 114.3 Travis Forney, Penn State 0 44 21 107 8.9 
Damien Anderson, Northwestern* 306 1128 =e 102.6 Anthony Thomas, Michigan® 16 0 0 96 8.7 
Michael Wiley, Ohio State 183 952 5.2 79.3 Paul Eicon Michigan St. 0 38 18 92 8.4 
Ladell Betts, lowa* 189 857 45 77.9 Travis Dorsch, Purdue” 0 37 18 91 8.3 
Uoyd Clemons, Michigan St. 171 854 5.0 776 Dan Nystrom, Minnesota’ 0 39 17 90 8.2 
Levron Williams, Indiana* 118 817 69 74.3 Vitaly Pisetsky, Wisconsin® 0 44 15 89 8.1 
Billy Cockerham, Minnesota 156 805 52 73.2 Antwaan Randle El, Indiana* 13 0 0 78 7.1 
Antwaan Randle El, Indiana’® 224 788 3.5 71.6 Thomas Hamner, Minnesota 13 0 0 78 71 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS YDS. YDSPG PUNTING NO. AVG. RECEIVING G cr. YDS. YDSPG 
Drew Brees, Purdue* 564 3712 337.5 Drew Hagan, Indiana 44 44.8 Chris Daniels, Purdue 11 109 =:1133 103.0 
Antwaan Randle El, Indiana’ 503 3065 278.6 Craig Jarrett, Michigan St.* 59 43.5 Plaxico Burress, Michigan St. 11 53 957 87.0 
Billy Cockerham, Minnesota 395 2639 239.9 Jason Baker, lowa* 70 42.3 David Terrell, Michigan® 11 61 888 80.7 
Kurt Kittner, Illinois® 435 2520 229.1 Steve Fitts, Illinois* 65 42.3 Marcus Knight, Michigan 11 36 766 69.6 
Tom Brady, Michigan 329 2186 198.7 Danny Rogers, Purdue 43 41.6 Ken-Yon Rambo, Ohio State” 12 4) 833 69.4 
Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 303 1834 166.7 Pat Pidgeon, Penn State 55 41.4 Kevin Kasper, lowa* 10 60 664 66.4 
Bill Burke, Michigan St. 321 1796 163.3 Kevin Stemke, Wisconsin® 42 40.9 Vinny Sutherland, Purdue’ 11 35 640 58.2 
Steve Bellisari, Ohio State* 340 1948 162.3 J.J. Standring, Northwestern* 84 40.5 Chafe Fields, Penn State 12 39 692 57.7 
Kevin Thompson, Penn State 274 1923 160.3 Ryon Rindels, Minnesota 62 40.5 Versie is, Indiana* VW 35 633 57.6 
Scott Mullen, lowa* 274 1529 139.0 Dan Stultz, Ohio State* 6) 38.6 Randall Lane, Purdue 11 47 630 57.3 


TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS YDS. YDSPG TOTAL DEFENSE PLAYS YDS. YDSPG KICKOFF RETURNS NO. YDS. AVG. 
Purdue 859 5016 456.0 Michigan State 764 3289 299.0 Wisconsin 19 470 24.7 
Wisconsin 788 4671 424.6 Wisconsin 703 3318 301.6 Penn State 39 826 21.2 
Penn State 842 5008 417.3 Minnesota 792 3447 313.4 lowa 47 968 20.6 
Minnesota 772 4569 415.4 Penn State 844 3845 320.4 Northwestern 40 796 19.9 
Indiana 771 4465 405.9 Michigan 738 3691 335.5 Michigan 31 610 19.7 
Illinois 822 4276 388.7 Ohio State 871 4348 362.3 Indiana 46 860 18.7 
Michigan 829 4233 384.8 Purdue 761 4000 363.6 Ohio State 43 788 18.3 
Michigan State 743 4018 365.3 Northwestern 808 4268 388.0 Purdue 39 664 17.0 
Ohio State 780 4172 347.7 Illinois 828 4274 388.5 Michigan State 34 575 16.9 
lowa 715 3303 300.3 Indiana 812 473) 430.1 Minnesota 31 511 16.5 
Northwestern 815 3131 284.6 lowa 842 5115 465.0 Illinois 30 488 16.3 
SCORING OFFENSE G PTS. AVG, SCORING DEFENSE G PTS. AVG, PUNT RETURNS NO. YDS. AVG. 
Wisconsin in 392 35.6 Wisconsin 1 145 13.2 Purdue 21 313 14.9 
Penn State 12 393 32.8 Minnesota 8] 172 15.6 Minnesota 44 605 13.8 
Purdue in 359 32.6 Michigan State in} 211 19.2 Michigan State 46 584 12.7 
Minnesota a] 348 31.6 Michigan 11 213 19.4 Wisconsin 24 298 12.4 
Michigan State 11 341 31.0 Penn State 12 234 19.5 Illinois 32 351 11.0 
Michigan 11 326 29.6 Illinois WI 254 23.1 Penn State 57 577 10.1 
Illinois 11 325 29.5 Ohio State 12 287 23.9 lowa 26 247 9.5 
Indiana W 291 26.5 Purdue WW 277 25.2 Ohio State 21 195 O28 
Ohio State 12 285 23.8 Northwestern 28] 301 27.4 Northwestern 30 254 8.5 
lowa 11 162 14.7 lowa 1] 347 31.5 Indiana 14 116 8.3 
Northwestern W 14] 12.8 Indiana in 386 35.1 Michigan 42 341 8.1 
RUSHING OFFENSE CAR. YDS. YDSPG RUSHING DEFENSE CAR. YDS. YDSPG NET PUNTING NO. AVG RET. YDSPR AVG. 
Wisconsin 583 3075 279.5 Michigan State 376 847 77.0 Michigan State 60 428 26 155 40.2 
Minnesota 517 2630 239.1 Michigan 402 1266 115.1 Wisconsin 42 40.9 15 64 39.3 
Indiana 482 2105 191.4 Penn State 478 1399 116.6 Minnesota 62 40.5 24 169 37,7 
Penn State 504 2232 186.0 Wisconsin 352 1324 120.4 Purdue 44 408 15 138 37.7 
Ohio State 476 1998 166.5 Purdue 434 1516 137.8 lowa 73 419 36 315 37.6 
Illinois 435 1757 159.7 Minnesota 452 1526 138.7 Illinois 66 419 32 386 36.1 
Michigan State 420 1615 146.8 Ohio State 514 1916 159.7 Northwestern 85 40.0 40 390 35.5 
Northwestern 497 1555 141.4 Illinois 457 1862 169.3 Ohio State 63 38.1 25 170 35.4 
Michigan 439 1425 129.5 Northwestern 479 2064 187.6 Indiana 54 42.3 31 405 348 
Purdue 351 1408 128.0 Indiana 497 2322 211.1 Penn State 69 39.7 35 347 34.7 
lowa 339 1028 93.5 lowa 546 2716 246.9 Michigan 63 38.5 33 305 33.7 
PASSING OFFENSE Att. _ COMP. YDS. YDSPG PASSING DEFENSE ATT. COMP. YDS. 1D INT. POINTS TURNOVERS +FUM. INT. TOTAL -FUM, INT. TOTAL GAME 
Purdue 508 306 3608 328.0 Wisconsin 351 176 1994 8 16 963 Illinois eee ers Be Soe ace 
Michigan 390 229 2808 255.3 Minnesota 340 159 1921 P58. 3963 Wisconsin SAG Cee oF elie gh 
Penn State 338 193. 2776 231.3 Penn State 366 187 2446 14 17 1106 Michigan V2.10r (22 AY ESN a2.50s 
Illinois 387 208 2519 229.0 Illinois 371 199 2412 13 14 112.3 Purdue 10 14 2A ID), 128 $22" KO2 
Michigan State 323 178 2403 218.5 Michigan State 388 206 2442 16 14 112.4 Indiana 8 10 18 P78 NST ONT 
Indiana 289 155 2360 214.5 Northwestern 329). 15952204" 131 7 111334 Minnesota 11 8 LP IDEAS 5197" 10:0 
lowa 376 202 2275 206.8 Michigan 336. 171 “2425: 17 10,,1223 Penn State 7 VF 24 ASisl3) »2675-0:2 
Ohio State 304 142 2174 181.2 Ohio State 3577 21352432" 14) "2" 1232 Michigan State 9 Ta 223 9) 16m 5257 20:2 
Minnesota 255 135 1939 176.3 Purdue 327. 181 2484 14 14 1247 lowa Z, 46 13 By 19" Nhs 
Wisconsin 205 115 1596 145.1 Indiana 315 189 2409 14 10 132.6 Northwestern a ee A 9 N25 221804 
Northwestern 318 133 1576 143.3 lowa 296 167 2399 23 6 146.1 Ohio State o2  221 1S" 14. 29°07 
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Williams 
Gets His Chance, 


Now It’s Time 
to Produce 


BY DENNIS DODD 


THIS IS A STORY OF ABANDONMENT. 

Michigan State was in the midst of its 
best season in 33 years when LSU's siren 
song and millions of dollars lured Nick 
Saban. 

The players and fans who had 
invested so much in building the program 
to the brink of greatness were as lonely as 
the private plane that waited at the Lans- 
ing airport in December. 

All any Michigan State assistant had 
to do was get on the plane and he'd have 
a job with Saban at LSU. 

None did. 

So this is also a story of loyalty. 

Every one of the assistants under 
Saban stood firm, hoping that one of them 
would get Saban’s job. There was no 
guarantee, no security if the Michigan 
State administration went outside to hire 
a flavor of the month. 

Then it became a story of fairness. 

Michigan State flirted with the likes of 
Tyrone Willingham at Stanford and Steve 
Mariucci of the 49ers, but eventually set- 
tled on a familiar face. 

How many coaches stay 10 years in 
one place these days? Heck, how many 
Average Joes stay in one job these days? 
Bobby Williams did, slowly working his 
way up the ladder under George Perles 
and Saban. 

A decade. Ten long years. That's a lot 
longer than the average athletic director 
or president stays these days. And here 
was Michigan State about to ignore such 
allegiance. 

The program's experienced, qualified 
associate head coach wanted the job. 
Hey, Eastern Michigan was ready to 
snatch Williams in a second. Was State 
just too big for him? 

Then a funny thing happened on the 
way to the flavor of the month. 

Michigan State president Peter 
McPherson came to his senses probably 
about the time 50 Spartans showed up at 
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his home to stump for Williams. Recogniz- 
ing that staff loyalty was a major plus, he 
let it be known internally that if the staff 
stayed intact, Williams would be the ben- 
eficiary, making sense as the leader of the 
program. 

The people’s choice was formally 
approved as Michigan State’s 21st coach 
on Dec. 10. 

“It's a credit to any business when 
you have an employee that has stayed 
with a corporation, a business for a num- 
ber of years and then is promoted,” 
Williams said. “That gives a lot of people 
hope within the organization.” 

The hope was already there. 

Williams took over before the Citrus 
Bowl when Michigan State (10-2 in 1999) 
was hearkening back to thoughts of its 
1966 national championship season. The 
Spartans beat Michigan last year and 
arguably deserved a Bowl Championship 
Series berth just as much or more than the 
Wolverines. 

When Saban left, Michigan State 
already was in the middle of landing a top 
10 recruiting class according to some ana- 
lysts. 

But with a coaching change, it was 
going to be tough keeping that group 
together, and extending it to a full class. 

“Bobby Williams is the key,” said 
Jeremy Crabtree, an Austin, Texas-based 
recruiting analyst. “He is such an ener- 
getic recruiter. He’s done such a great 
job. If there’s been a guy they needed to 
close on, he’s gone in and helped close 
the deal on him.” 

As it turned out, the group 
might have been Michigan State's 
best since the 1974 class that 
included future pros Larry Bethea 
and Ed Smith. With the program 
hanging in the balance, Williams 
helped secure blue-chip quarter- 
back Jeff Smoker from Lancaster, 

Penn., and then landed receiver Charlie 
Rogers from Saginaw, Mich. 

“When Nick left, it was like, “Why 
can’t we keep this thing going?’ ” said 
former Michigan State offensive line coach 
Golden Pat Ruel, now with the Detroit 
Lions. “Instead of splitting guys up, we 
stayed together. The next three or four 
years are going to be a fun time at Michi- 
gan State.” 

The assistants kept recruiting even 
though they had no leader. Smoker held 
back a commitment until seeing who the 
coach would be. 

“I told them I wasn't going to make 
any quick decisions,” Smoker said. “I had 


met pretty much the whole staff. When 
the staff all stayed, it meant that they got 
along. They work together well. It told me 
maybe something about Coach Saban. 
There’s a reason they all stayed.” 

Smoker eventually saw what the 
administration saw. A tough, no-nonsense 
guy who had a soft spot in his heart for 
the players. 

At St. Louis Sumner High School, 
Williams had been an all-state running 
back. At Purdue, he’d been the good sol- 
dier under Jim Young. As a freshman, 
Williams was the Boilermakers’ second- 
leading rusher in 1977. Then he was 
switched to defensive back and became 
a three-year starter. 

“| like to be known as a coach that 
will instill a lot of toughness,” Williams 
said. “Play the entire game, play to win. 
A coach that is fair to all his players. That’s 
how they view me.” 

A year ago if you had swept through 
the Michigan State offices and asked to 
pick out the next Big Ten coach, Williams 
probably wouldn't have been it. He does- 
n't gush personality. He’s not self-pro- 
moting. He’s not most of the things that 
make big-time coaches what they are 
these days — mini-corporations with 
entourages. You don’t interview them 
anymore, you are granted an audience. 

With little fanfare, Saban handed 
Williams the associate head coach title 
prior to 1999 as a reward for being 
a good soldier. 

As the running backs coach, Williams 
had coached seven 1,000-yard rushers. 


None was a consensus All-American, they 
just gained yards ... very much the 
approach that the new head coach takes. 

Within a few weeks on the job the 
raves were coming for Williams. He 
gained points just by not being Saban. The 
former coach had been known for running 
both his players and coaches ragged. 
Practices were long. Days off were few. 

“It was a lot different,” said former 
cornerback Amp Campbell, one of 12 
starters Williams will lose. “There was no 
cussing going on (in practice). No yelling. 
Everything went according to plan.” 

Ruel added: “He said, ‘| want all 
walkons treated as if they're on scholar- 
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ship. We've got to treat them as if they're 
an integral part of the program.’ He 
knows all the walkons’ names. | haven't 
been around many guys like that.” 

And tough? Williams’ first test was 
getting the Saban-less Spartans ready 
for Florida in the Citrus Bowl. As the 
teams prepared to take the field, the 
Gators thought they'd test these inter- 
lopers from the North with some smack 
talk. 
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The Spartans gave it right back. The 
bad blood eventually erupted into an on- 
field altercation. Somewhere Duffy Daugh- 
erty was smiling. 

“| still have a lot of the old school in 
me,” Williams said. “I believe in running 
the football and having a hard-nosed 
approach.” 

Oh yes, and Michigan State won, 
37-34. 

It probably will never be this good 


ANDY LYONS/ALLSPORT 


again for Bobby Williams. He is unde- 
feated. 

“We've had times in the past where 
we had a tendency to wear the kids out 
a little bit,” Williams said. “We had a ten- 
dency to run out of gas at the end of the 
season. That’s the thing | wanted to instill 
in them, to come out here, work hard and 
get your work done. When that time 
comes, we're off the field. 

“The kids were fresh. We had a lot left 
in the fourth quarter.” 

Stability should count for something. 
While we're busy ripping Saban, we 
should point out that Williams was a guy 
who spent only three months as a Kansas 
assistant in 1990 before George Perles 
called. But what would you do — try to 
revive/survive at struggling Kansas or 
become an assistant in the Big Ten? 

And now it’s all about winning consis- 
tently in the Big Ten ... which means beat- 
ing Michigan consistently. Saban came 
close, going 2-3 against the Wolverines. 
Then he left. 

Granted, Michigan has been a national 
power for seven decades. Yes, Michigan 
State has to go to Ann Arbor this season. 

But why can't a guy dream? 

Problem is, last year’s Spartans were a 
veteran group, which means Williams’ 
first season as head coach might not be 
one of those 10-win campaigns, so some 
slippage from the Top 10 should not be 
seen as a downturn. 

“We've been able to attract top- 
quality talent,” Williams said. “We some- 
how managed to merge the two together 
— academics and athletics. That’s always 
huge when you have success against 
Michigan. | respect what they've done 
over the years.” 

Finally, this is a triumphant story of 
equality. 

Williams tried to downplay the fact 
that he is only the sixth minority head 
coach in Division I-A. But the issue cannot 
be avoided. With college football's back- 
ward hiring practices, Williams struck a 
blow for African-Americans everywhere. 

Finally, a top-drawer coaching job, 
rather than the rebuilding projects that 
minority coaches always seem to get. 

“It's a great honor for me to be in this 
position,” he said. “When you look at the 
ratio of colleges to minority coaches, 
there’s a very, very big gap there. I’m 
very honored and very proud.” 

But that’s about it. Williams isn’t 
going to milk the issue. He’s just glad 
Michigan State did the right thing. Now 
he’s out to prove it. i 
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Kittner 
Throws 
IMlint 
to Next 
Level 


Junior QB 
Becomes the 
Linchpin 


to Turner’s 
Quick 
Rebuilding 
Project 


BY HERB GOULD 


Considering all Illinois had to cele- 
brate last season — what, with victories 
over Ohio State and Michigan, and the 
Illini’s first bowl appearance since 1994 
— not even coach Ron Turner could 
blame quarterback Kurt Kittner for cap- 
ping the season with a chuck for joy. 

Kittner threw for two touchdowns, 
ran for another and even caught a touch- 
down pass in the Micronpc.com Bowl. 
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After his TD catch, Kittner celebrated 
by throwing the ball into the stands as 
teammates swarmed around him. Amid 
the jostling, the ball merely fluttered into 
the seats at Miami's Pro Player Stadium, 
shortchanging his plan to see how far he 
could throw the ball. 

“Twas going to try to throw it out of 
the stadium, but when | saw how big the 
stadium was, | just wanted to get it up to 
the (luxury) boxes,” Kittner said. “There 
was no way | was going to throw it 
over.” 

He had even told Turner — who had 
Illinois working on the gimmick play in 
practice — that if he scored, he would 
hurl the ball into the stands. 

It cost the team 15 yards, but that 
was cab fare in the midst of a 63-point 
offensive outburst. 

This is a program, remember, that 
just two seasons earlier had been 0-11. 
It had lost 18 consecutive games, and 
when the 1999 season began, it was just 
5-28 the previous three years. 

Then, almost overnight, there’s the 
sophomore quarterback chucking the ball 
into the stands during a 63-21 bowl vic- 
tory over Virginia. 

Take the 15 yards and keep the 
memory. 

Turner is just glad to have Kittner as 
his quarterback, calling him a key to the 
quick-turnaround rebuilding project. 
Three years earlier, to most coaches, 
Kittner was just another promising high 
school junior quarterback: Go through 
your senior year, kid, and we'll see how 
you develop. 

But Turner saw Kittner as the type 
of player who could make a difference. 

A big difference. 

“The physical skills were pretty obvi- 
ous,” Turner said. “He had a strong arm, 
a quick release and he could move well 
enough. But what made me think he was 
the top quarterback in the Midwest was 
the intangibles. 

“The vision he had in getting the ball 
downfield, the feel he had in the pocket, 
was unbelievable. And then, sitting down 
with him and talking to him, it was obvi- 
ous he had a good football mind. He’s an 
extremely tough, mentally tough, young 
man.” 

Convinced that Kittner, who's now 
a muscular 6-3, 205-pounder, had what 
he needed to run his ball-control passing 
offense the way he envisioned it, Turner 
offered Kittner a scholarship right then 
and there. 

Even though Illinois was the worst 


program in the league at the time, Kittner 
returned the favor. He bought into 
Turner's dream of making Illinois compet- 
itive again. Fearing an injury that would 
cool interest, Kittner gave Turner a verbal 
commitment when he was still a junior at 
Schaumburg High School in northwest 
suburban Chicago. 

The faith and dedication of the coach 
and quarterback paid off last fall. As a 
sophomore, Kittner ran Turner's offense 
with precision, throwing for 24 touch- 
downs and only five interceptions as the 
Illini rolled to an 8-4 record, its best finish 
since 1990, 

Perhaps most impressive was the 
way Illinois consistently got better as the 
season progressed. After a 3-3 start, it 
put things together, winning five of its 
last six games, including victories at 
Michigan and Ohio State in the same sea- 
son for the first time in school history. 

“Last year was a great thing, but 
we've already set our goals so much 
higher for this year,” Kittner said. “Last 
season is over with. Gone. We know peo- 
ple expect more of us this year, but that 
isn’t really pressure because we expect to 
do more ourselves. We're not going to 
be satisfied with 8-4 this year. We expect 
to go farther.” 

Considering that Illinois returns only 
four starters on defense and 10 starters 
on its dynamic offense that broke the 
school scoring record with 388 points 
(32.3 per game), the key to reaching 
those goals will be another productive 
year of offense. And that offense starts 
with the way Kittner carries out Turner’s 
system, which relies on short passing to 
set up deep balls and the running game. 

Variety is the spice of the Illinois 
offense, in which 13 different players 
caught touchdown passes. That stat is all 
the more remarkable considering that the 
Illini had a total of only three touchdown 
passes the previous season. 

Turner doesn't expect Kittner to 
match last fall’s dazzling touchdowns-to- 
interceptions ratio. 

“| think Kurt will take his game to 
another level this year, but I'm not going 
to look at his touchdowns-to-interceptions 
ratio as a parameter for that,” the coach 
said. “That 24-to-5 was phenomenal.” 

Turner scoffed at the notion that Kit- 
tner, who can’t match mobile quarter- 
backs such as Indiana's Antwaan Randle 
EI or Virginia Tech’s Michael Vick, isn’t 
athletic. 

“He's a lot better athlete than people 
give him credit for, but that’s OK,” Turner 
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said. “Let our opponents think he’s not a 
good athlete. During our offseason condi- 
tioning, his foot quickness and his speed 


in short drills was very impressive.” 


Even last fall, it was difficult to pre- 
dict that Kittner, who started five mid- 


season games as a freshman, would 


come so far so quickly. He went into 
training camp locked in a duel for the 
starting job with Kirk Johnson, a gritty 


senior who had played well enough 


down the stretch in 1998 and kept the 


job during spring practice. 


Conventional wisdom held 
that Johnson would open 
the 1999 season at quarter- 
back, with Kittner ready to 
come in when the inevitable 
problems arose for the 
rebuilding Illini. 

But Turner quashed 
growing media speculation 
by naming Kittner his quar- 
terback midway through 
training camp. Some won- 
dered if it was a move 
made with an eye toward 
the future, but the coach 
insisted he wasn’t looking 
ahead. 

Kittner, the coach said, 
gave Illinois its best chance 
to win immediately. Kittner 
delivered on his coach’s 
faith early, leading the team 
to a 3-0 start, most signifi- 
cantly the way he led a 41- 
36 victory under difficult 
conditions at Louisville. The 
Illini spotted the Cardinals 
an early 10-0 lead, but Kit- 
tner shrugged off a raucous, 
hostile crowd to outduel 
Chris Redman. 
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In that game, Kittner 
showed not only the arm, 
but the leadership that had 
made a believer out of Turner. 

Trailing 17-7 in the second quarter, 
Illinois faced a fourth-and-one at the 
Louisville 42. The Illini had just been 
stuffed on a running play, and an Illinois 
assistant suggested a pass during a time- 
out. 

“No way,” said Kittner, who was 
given the green light to call another run. 

“Turner doesn’t believe in you. He 
wanted to pass,” Kittner told his young 
offensive line. Feeling that their manhood 
had been questioned, they responded by 
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clearing a hole for a four-yard gain. 

“I'm glad Kurt got them motivated,” 
Turner said later. “But | wish he hadn't 
done it at my expense.” 

Yet, that’s also the kind of brashness 
that the coach likes in his quarterback. At 
times, Kittner has told Turner in practice 
that a particular play wouldn't work. Gen- 
erally, the quarterback has been proven 
right, and Turner has pulled the play. 

“He has intangibles that are very, very 
difficult to teach,” said Turner, who mar- 
vels at Kittner’s ability to assess things. 
“I've been around a lot of guys for a lot 
of years who couldn't get some of those 
things done.” 

After the Louisville game, Illinois 
dropped its first three Big Ten games and 
looked like it would be hard-pressed to 
add many victories to its 3-0 non-confer- 
ence start. In the next game, though, the 
Illini went to Michigan and stunned the 
Wolverines with an impressive comeback. 
Down 27-7, Kittner rallied the Illini to 
a 35-29 victory. 

Three games later, Illinois stunned 
Ohio State 46-20 in Columbus. 

And with that, a season was made. 
That victory assured Illinois a bowl trip 
and ignited hopes for this fall in down- 
state Illinois. 

One key to the Illinois passing game 
is Kittner’s confidence in his receivers’ 
ability to go up one-on-one with defend- 
ers and win the battle for the ball. Two of 
the best at that are 6-2 sophomore Bran- 
don Lloyd, who can high-jump seven feet, 
and 6-5 Walter Young, who also is Kit- 
tner’s backup. 

“Brandon and Walter are the kind of 
guys that go up and get the ball no matter 
where it is,” said Kittner, who doesn’t 
worry about throwing into double cover- 
age. “I can pretty much put the ball up 
anywhere near them and know they’re 
going to either get it or knock it down.” 

Although Illinois still isn’t getting as 
many blue-chip prospects as the Big Ten’s 
traditional powers, Turner's system allows 
players like Kittner, Lloyd and Young to 
maximize the talents they have. As a rela- 
tively young coach, Turner, 46, relates 
well to his players. And his NFL back- 
ground — he was the Chicago Bears 
offensive coordinator before going to Illi- 
nois — commands the respect of players 
who dream of playing pro football. 

“He’s a player's coach,” Kittner said. 
“He’s behind us 100 percent in every- 
thing we're doing. He'll do anything for 
us. That makes us play that much harder 
for him.” 
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aving spent the better part of 
20 years working beside him, 
new Penn State chief defen- 
sive coach Tom Bradley certainly will miss 
Jerry Sandusky, the coaching legend he is 
replacing. 
Still, the longtime defensive coordi- 
nator’s departure isn’t the only thing 
Bradley has had to deal with in crafting 


his first post-Sandusky defense in Happy 
Valley. 

Far from it. 

“We've been together a long time,” 
Bradley told Sandusky in a serious tone. 
“You're going. And I’m going to miss 
you. 

“But, | won't miss you as much as I'll 
miss Courtney, LaVar and Brandon,” he 
added, dramatically. “Can those three 
guys stay?” 

Bradley was referring to defensive 
lineman Courtney Brown, outside line- 
backer LaVar Arrington and inside backer 
Brandon Short. After anchoring the Nit- 
tany Lions’ defense the past couple of 
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years, all will be cashing fat checks this 
fall as high picks in the NFL Draft, with 
Arrington leaving a year early. 

As tough as Sandusky is to replace, 
he wasn’t the guy clogging the middle ... 
harassing the quarterback ... stuffing the 
run. 

Drawing up the schemes and dia- 
gramming plays might be the easy part 
for Bradley, who has been on coach Joe 
Paterno’s staff since 1979. Now, about 


™ 


PENN STATE SPORTS INFORMATION 


those athletes and expectations? 

Bradley knows he should enjoy the 
moment now, while followers of the Nit- 
tany Lions are still savoring the 24-0 
shutout over Texas A&M that Sandusky’s 
unit pitched in his grand finale in the 
Alamo Bowl. The new defensive coordi- 
nator knows how long honeymoon peri- 
ods last when you are coaching at one of 
college football's most storied programs. 

“We haven't given up a touchdown 
yet, so people still talk to you,” Bradley 
said. “If we get beat, my friends will be 
leading the chant, ’We want Jerry, we 
want Jerry.’ | understand that end of it. 
The e-mails started coming in immedi- 


ately (after he was promoted in February). 
I've received defenses upon defenses. 
I've received calls to the house. 

“It’s pretty bad when your own father 
starts making suggestions.” 

Even Sandusky is letting Bradley 
know what kind of task awaits him. 

A few days after his retirement 
became official, the 56-year-old Sandusky 
walked into a staff meeting with his hair 
dyed brown, covering his gray. He told 
his bemused colleagues, “See what hap- 
pens when you don’t work for Joe 
(Paterno) anymore.” 

Still, the job would be so much easier 
if Brown, Arrington and Short were hang- 
ing around for another year, not to men- 
tion the six other defensive starters who 
completed their college careers in the 
Alamo Bowl. 

That leaves Bradley with the dual 
challenge of replacing almost the entire 
defense and succeeding the second-most 


But It’s Not Sandusky He’s Mos 


popular figure in Happy Valley. 

Few people outside the Nittany Lion 
nation know who Bradley is. A native of 
Johnstown, Pa., he played at Penn State 
from 1975 to '78, earning a reputation as 
a fearless defensive back and special- 
teams player nicknamed “Scrap.” 

He graduated with a business degree 
in 1979 and joined the Lions’ coaching 
staff as a graduate assistant while he 
decided what he wanted to do with the 
rest of his life. He never imagined that he 
would still be at Penn State 21 years later 
or that he would be a coach. 

“| really enjoy the atmosphere,” 
Bradley said. “] enjoy working for a cause. 


I enjoy the concept of a team, the cama- 
raderie of the players. Some things are a 
pain, but most of it is fun. | never thought 
it'd be here for 20 years. | thought I'd get 
my fill of it and move on.” 

Bradley, 43, became a full-time assis- 
tant in 1980 and has coached special 
teams, outside linebackers, wide 
receivers, defensive ends and, for the last 
four seasons, the secondary. Six of his for- 
mer players were on NFL rosters last sea- 
son, including Miami receiver O.]. 
McDuffie and Baltimore safety Kim Her- 
ring. 

“Tom has really not gotten as much 
credit as he should have with some of the 
things we've done defensively,” Paterno 
said. 

Paterno waited for more than a month 
after the bow! game to announce the 
appointment 
of Bradley as 
the primary 


point where it takes away from the unity 
of the staff.” 

Paterno also said that he plans to 
work with the offense and the defense. 
While Sandusky was on the staff, Paterno 
spent most of his time with the offense 
and Fran Ganter, the “former” offensive 
coordinator who was promoted to assis- 
tant head coach. 

“Joe’s moving a cot into my house,” 
Bradley cracked. “He’s going to live in my 
spare room. Seriously, | want all the input 
he'll give me. I'll enjoy every minute. 
We're going to welcome it. We're on the 
same page. I’m all for his suggestions.” 

Aside from the new personnel, 
Bradley will have a largely fresh staff 
under him as well, with the departure of 
Sandusky and the shifting of defensive 
line coach Joe Sarra to an administrative 
role as Paterno’s assistant for special 
projects. 

* The only holdover is Larry Johnson, 
who has coached the defensive ends 
and who will coach the entire defen- 
sive line. 

* Bob White, a starter on Penn 
State’s last national championship 
team in 1986, left his position as an 
assistant athletic director to coach 
special teams and assist Johnson 
with the defensive line. 

- Al Golden, a former Penn State 
tight end, left Boston College, where 
he was known as a terrific recruiter, to 
coach the Nittany Lions linebackers and 
eventually become recruiting coordinator. 

“As an assistant coach, | was just wor- 
ried about the defensive backs,” Bradley 
said. “As the coordinator, | have to be 
conscious about everybody. When your 
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orried About Replacing 


defensive coach, saying, “I just wasn’t in 
a hurry to announce it until | decided how 
| was going to organize the whole staff. 

I didn’t want to do it piecemeal.” 

Oddly, Paterno refused to give 
Bradley the title of defensive coordinator 
when he announced his promotion and 
other staff changes, preferring to say 
Bradley will direct the defense, as he 
appeared to be tiptoeing around the har- 
mony on his staff. 

“lL always hated that term (coordina- 
tor),” Paterno said. “People assume when 
someone's the coordinator, it’s his offense 
or his defense. Almost every decision is 
made on a staff basis. It has gotten to the 
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head coach wants an answer, you have to 
have it. It can’t just pertain to the defen- 
sive backs. 

“We had a set system with Jerry. We 
knew each other. We knew each other's 
personalities. We had a lot of give and 
take in meetings and feelings were not 
hurt. People knew each other’s responsi- 
bilities. Although Bobby and Al played at 
Penn State, they’re new and we have to 
get them on the same page.” 

Bradley also will have to get his play- 
ers on the same page. Only mammoth 
tackle Jimmy Kennedy and fiery end Justin 
Kurpeikis return as starters, but five others 
have started at least one game: end Bob 


Jones, linebackers Ron Graham and Aaron 
Gatten, safety James Boyd and cornerback 
Bhawoh Jue. 

Even though Penn State lost all four 
defensive backs, the secondary overall has 
better athletes this year with the hard-hit- 
ting Boyd, the swift Jue and converted 
receivers Bruce Branch and Titcus Petti- 
grew. 

“In the secondary, there’s no margin 
for error,” Bradley said. “If you blow a 
coverage, if you think it’s a two-deep 
zone instead of a three-deep, it’s a touch- 
down. Big plays happen back there. It’s 
been a tremendous experience coaching 
the secondary.” 

And so has coaching with Sandusky, 
who, like Bradley, is a joker and fierce 
competitor. In 1986, Bradley’s first season 
as a defensive coach, he worked with out- 
side linebackers Shane Conlan and Don 
Graham when Penn State won the 
national title. 

“Jerry has taught me that everything 
teeters on a razor’s edge,” Bradley said. 
“It’s a constant process. You can’t forget 
about certain things. It’s a fine line how 
you do everything. 

“A lot of people have asked what I’m 
going to do differently than Jerry. We all 
have our ideas, but we're going to play 
defense the way Coach Paterno wants us 
to play defense. This is not Tom Bradley’s 
defense. We're going to do whatever it 
takes.” 

Single and an avid golfer, Bradley 
has always been regarded as a kidder, 

a coach who uses a biting wit to get his 
point across, and as a storyteller. His 
sense of humor, glibness and boundless 
energy have made him an outstanding 
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recruiter in western Pennsylvania, help- 
ing Penn State land players like Arrington 
and Short. 

He plans to continue recruiting and to 
tame his personality a little. 

“I don’t want to change a whole 
bunch,” Bradley said. “I have a different 
perspective now. | have a greater respon- 
sibility to a lot more people. | also have to 
be who | am. | have to have a style that 
I've always had. I’m up-tempo and I get 
after people. 

“There may be times when it won't be 
the best way to address situations. | have 
to wear many different hats.” 

And fill Sandusky’s very big loafers. i 
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hat noise coming from Downstate 
Illinois is more than just a breeze 
whistling through the cornstalks. 
For the first time in years, there’s a gen- 
uine buzz surrounding Illinois football. 
The Illini return 10 starters from the 
most prolific offense in school history, and 
have a lot of promise on defense. With 
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FIGHTING ILLINI 


it’s going to take even more work to get to 
the next level. That's where all of our atten- 
tion has to go,” said Turner, who is down- 
to-earth by nature, and even-keeled by way 
of his background as an NFL assistant. “If 
we start thinking we can do this, we can do 
that, we're going to be in trouble. It comes 
down to work, attitude, chemistry, leader- 


game, with undersized, but elusive Rocky 
Harvey running behind an offensive line 
that has a chance to be dominant. 

Left tackle Marques Sullivan was 
named to Playboy’s pre-season All-Ameri- 
can team, and Turner says right guard Ray 
Redziniak and right tackle Tony Pashos 
“are as strong as anybody in the Big Ten.” 


Illini on Fast Track to the Next Level 


a chance to improve on last year's 8-4 
record, they’re expecting to have their 
biggest home crowds since 1994. 

“The attitude has changed in the 
Champaign-Urbana area and really, 
throughout the whole state, and that’s as 
exciting as anything,’’ senior tight end 
Josh Whitman said. "But expectations can 
be a good thing and a bad thing. The suc- 
cess we had last year and the confidence 
we built is going to help us. But we need 
to avoid the things that people and the 
media are going to say and concentrate 
on ourselves,” 

What people are saying is that Kurt 
Kittner, who threw 24 touchdown passes 
and only five interceptions, ought to be 
a better quarterback this year. They're say- 
ing that sophomore wide receiver Bran- 
don Lloyd, who also is a high-jumper and 
hurdler on the Illinois track team, is poised 
for a breakout year. They're saying that 
the offensive line, which returns intact, is 
ready to compete with the best in the Big 
Ten. And they’re saying that the defense, 
which was effective but not dominant last 
fall, has a chance to be as effective as last 
year, if not better, because it will have 
better athletes. 

As a result, fourth-year coach Ron 
Turner, who has taken Illinois from 0-11 to 
3-8 to 8-4 in three seasons, finds himself 
reminding everyone that the Illini will be 
0-0 when Middle Tennessee comes to 
Champaign on Sept. 2. 

“We got over the hump last year, but 


ILLINOIS’ SUCCESS LAST YEAR AND 
HOPES THIS YEAR START WITH 
QUARTERBACK KURT KITTNER. 
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ship in the weight room and on the practice 
field. | know people are tired of hearing me 
saying that. But if I'm here 20 years, I'll be 
saying the same thing.” 

Illinois’ success last year and hopes 
this year start with quarterback Kittner, 
who agrees with Turner's philosophy 
completely. 

“Of course, we're still hungry,” Kit- 
tner said. “We still have a lot of things to 
work for. We want to win the Big Ten and 
go to a bigger bowl game. But it starts in 
the off-season. How hard you work in the 
off-season determines how far you're 
going to go.” 

Kittner-to-Lloyd figures to be heard 
often if Illinois is going to improve on last 
year, when it posted its highest victory 
total since 1990 and averaged a school- 
record 32.3 points a game. But the Illini 
also are in position to have a solid running 
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3 years; ‘Overal: ‘182 27, awiesre 

‘RETURNING STARTERS: | 5; 10 
Offense, 4 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: ( OB Kurt Kittner, 
RB Rocky Harvey, WR Brandon Lloyd, OL 
Marques Sullivan, DE Fred Wakefield, LB 

Michael el Young. ; 

PRIMARY. NGTHS: Scoring : should 
not bea problem. Virtually t the entire 
offense is back after setting a school 
record with 32.3 points a game. Defense 


Illinois also has offensive line depth for the 
first time in years with redshirt freshmen 
Sean Bubin and Aaron Hodges showing 
great promise. Hodges moved up to the 
first team when Redziniak suffered a bro- 
ken left leg during spring practice, but 
Redziniak is expected to be fully recov- 
ered in time for the start of fall camp. 

The key to the revival is the upgrading 
of the talent base as well as the knack 
Turner, who doubles as offensive coordina- 
tor, and defensive coordinator Tim Kish 
have for putting their players in the right 
places to use their strengths. At receiver, 
for example, Turner counts on Lloyd, Wal- 
ter Young, the 6-5 backup quarterback, 
and the others to use their ability to go up 
for the ball. Kittner doesn't think twice 
about throwing into one-on-one coverage, 
confident that if his receiver can’t come 
down with the ball, he'll make sure the 


is much more experienced than four 

returnees would indicate. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: New <efend- 
ers must deliver on their promise, and Illi- 
nois must rekindle chemistry it found last 
season. Illini also must learn to produce 
under the pressure of being a favorite. 


OVERVIEW: Strong coaching and a solid 


bunch of overachievers helped Illinois 
become a surprise success, All the pieces 
are in place to equal, or improve on last 
year. This is a year that will demonstrate 
how solid Turner's foundation is. 
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Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CouEGE 


ADEYEMO, Ade WR 6-2, 185 Chicago St. Rita 

PrepStar All-American @ SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ All-State @ As a senior, had 43 receptions for 715 
yards @ Scored four touchdowns and had 300 return yards @ Had 84 career receptions for 1,465 yards and 
10 touchdowns. 


AGYEMAN, Nana WR 6-3, 190 htasca Lake Park 
All-Area @ All-Conference # Hod 223 yards rushing and four touchdowns as a senior # Passed for one touch- 
down @ As a junior, had 672 yards rushing and seven touchdowns on 110 carries. 


ANDERSON, Kevin S 6-2, 190 Belleville East St. Louis 
St. Louis Gateway Football Foundation Student-Athlete of the Year @ All-Conference @ All-Metro @ Four-year 
letterman State champion in 110-meter high hurdles. 


BABCOCK, Patrick OL 6-4, 298 Stillman Valley Stillmon Valley 
Prep Football Report All-American @ All-State # Three-ime All-Big Northem Conference @ Team captain # 
Team Most Valuable Player in football, wrestling and track # State heavyweight champion wrestler. 


BEVIS, Joe LB 5-11, 203 Edwardsville Edwardsville 

PrepStar All-Midwest Region @ Three-time All-Conference @ Two-time All-State @ As a senior, had 112 tackles 
ond two interceptions @ Had 850 yards rushing and nine touchdowns on 80 carries Had 3,000 career rush- 
ing yards @ All-Conference in wrestling. 


Seems We aise oy Womegahica oak by by Petey cae rr 
PrepStor All-American Rated No. 50 No. 7 receiver national SuperPrep @ All-State @ All- 
Conference @ As a senior, had 41 receptions for 1,163 yards and 17 touchdowns @ Returned punts 51 yards 
and 66 yards for touchdowns Had 51 receptions for 1,051 yards and 15 touchdowns as a junior. 


COUUNS, Clark OL 6-5, 260 Evanston Evanston Township 
PrepStor and SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ All-State All-Conference Had 83 tackles and nine quarter- 
back sacks as a senior @ Three-year letterman in football and baseball. 


GAWELEK, Mike LB 61,205 Chillicothe, OH Chillicothe | 
Three-time All-State @ Three-ime All-Ohio Capital Conference @ District Defensive Player of the Year @ As a | 
senior, led team with 189 tackles @ Had 451 career tackles, including 153 as a junior and 109 as a sophomore. | 


GILSTRAP, Charles DT 6-3, 270 Columbus, OH St. Francis De Sales 
All-State @ All-Ohio Super 25 @ Helped team fo consecutive state filles @ Had 52 tackles, eight quarterback 
sacks and one fumble recovered as a senior # All-District heavyweight wrestler, 


HAYWOOD, Brad FB 6-1, 220 Mt. Carmel Mt. Carmel 

SuperPrep and PrepStar All-Midwest Region All-State # Five-time All-Conference Two-time Conference | 
Most Valuable Player @ As a senior, had 1,361 yards rushing and 16 touchdowns @ Holds school records with | 
3,700 career yards rushing and 27 touchdowns in one season. | 


| HENDERSON, Matt CB 63, 187 Edmond, OK Sonta Fe 
All-Conference @ All-District @ Played wide receiver Lettered in football, basketball and track 


HILDERBRAND, Deve OL 6-4, 266 Naperville ile Central | 
Rated No. 1 offensive lineman in Dupage Valley Conference by Chicago Tribune @ All-State Helped team to | 
state championship @ Had 74 knockdown blocks, 10 tackles, five tackles for loss, and two quarterback sacks as | 
a senior @ Allowed no quarterback sacks Four-year letterman in football and baseball | 


J 


Nane / Posmon Size HOMETOWN Hic Scoot / CouEGE 


HOLDEN, Lamont DE 6-4, 210 Buffalo Grove Stevenson 
All-Conference @ All-Area @ As a senior, led conference with 10 quarterback sacks @ Had 76 tockles # Had 
19 receptions for 310 yards and two touchdowns. 


KING, Patrick K 6-0, 185 Fredericksburg, VA DeMatha Catholic 
All‘State @ Washington Post second-team All-Metro # Averaged 45.6 yards per punt as a senior @ Had field 
goal of 48 yards Had six punts over 60 yards  Five-time varsity letterman in football and soccer. 


KOCH, Bryan OL 6-3, 270 Wentzville, MO Francis Howell 
Three-time All-Conference @ All-Metro @ Helped team to three consecutive district championships  Eighttime 
varsity leHerman in football and track @ Holds school record in shot put and discus. | 


KORNFELD, Mark QB 61,190 St. Louis University High 
PrepStar All-Region @ Two-lime Conference Player of the Year # All-State # As a senior, completed passes for 
2,417 yards and 19 touchdowns and had five interceptions @ Holds area career passing record with 5,839 


St, Louis, MO 


yards @ Had 755 career rushing yards @ Had 7,286 total career yards offense and 84 touchdowns in three 
seasons @ Lettered in football, land basketball, 
| MALONEY, Mike DE 6:5, 255 Joliet Joliet Catholic 


| PrepStor All-American # SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ All-State Metro Defensive Player of the Year @ 
he team fo state championship @ Three-year starter # Had 89 tackles, including 37 for loss, 12 quarterback 
, two interceptions, 11 passes broken up and two blocked punts as a senior # Had 146 career tackles, 

40.5 quarterback sacks, 58 quarterback hurries and nine blocked kicks. 


McCLELLAN, Anthony TE 6-5, 210 OFallon O'Fallon Township | 
All-State @ Three-time All-Conference @ As a senior, peers 22 yards per reception Lettered in football, | 
| 


| 


basketball and track @ Two-time All-Conference in basketball. 


PERRY, Jemari DE 6-4, 210 Maywood Proviso East 
| PrepStar All-Midwest Region @ Chicago Sun Times Top 30  Second-team All-State # All-Region 
| ence @ Had 96 tackles, seven quar sacks, four field goals blocked and three punts blocked 
Member of basketball team. 


@ All-Confer- 
as a senior # 


echt Duke OL 6-5, 275 Ser oe, CA AS Mt. Carmel Pye 
PrepStar All-West Region # Cal-Hi Top 100 Two-time All-Leogue # All-Counly # Team Most Valuable 

@ Four-time letterman in football and baseball. 

ROGERS, Kenny RB 6-0, 174 Jocksonwille Jodsonile 


SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 28 running back nationally # PrepStar All-American @ As a senior, had 


1,050 yards rushing and 255 yards receiving @ Hod 1,601 total yards as a junior and 1,300 total yards as a 
sophomore @ Had 356 yards and five touchdowns in one game @ Lettered in football and baseball 
SICINSKI, Lee LB 6-3, 210 Joliet Joliet Catholic 


SuperPrep All-Midwest Region All-Conference # Second-team All-Arec @ Helped team to state championship | 

and had 18 tackles, one interception and one quarterback sack in championship game # Had 112 tackles, | 

eaerkcify solo, two interceptions and eight quarterback sacks as a senior @ Lettered in football, baseball and 
sketball. 


STRONG, Derrick DE 6-4, 215 Chicago 
PrepStar All-American @ SuperPrep All-Midwest Region # Chic 
ence @ Helped team to consecutive state championships @ Letter 


Mt. Carmel 
Sun Times Top 30 Two-time All-Confer- 
in football, basketball and volleyball. 


ALOOCKATTHEFGHTINGIMUNI 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


| (8-4, 4-4) "PASSING: | Sept. 2 Middle Tennessee 
Att Comp Yaros Pct TD Int 
Al Arkansas State 3 Kittner 396-216 «2702: «545 24 «5 Sept. 9 at San Diego State 
Johnson 11 IS) 37 45.5 0 1 
Di Tae 
38 San ie? State 10 RUSHING Sept. 16 California 
Al Louisville 36 — 
10. Michiaan State 7 Havard 179 ke Ve Sab Sept. 23 Michigan 
g Harvey 143 ft LY CE : 
Pay Indiana (OT) 34 Harris 37 7 i) Se Sept. 30 at Minnesota 
Cook 19 121 CAD a) 
7 Minnesota SH RECEIVING Oct. 14. lowa 
35 ~~ Michigan 29 NAME No _Yaros __ Ave 
nee a Tene % i Oct. 21 at Penn State 
| 7 Penn State 27 | ‘| Hickman 34 243: Ei, eos ae 2 ae 
0 | Lloyd 30 511 17.0 49 2| Oct. 28 at Michigan State 
4 jowd 24 Cook 26 288 11.1 61 5) 
46 ~— Ohio State 20 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 4 — Indiana 
29 Northwestern 7 Tackues: Clark 119; Guenther 83; Abdullah 79; Pleas 74. Noy. 11 Ohio State 
MiIcRoONPc.com BOWL Interceptions: Abdullah 5; Francis 4; Waller 2. 
oh Sole QB Sacks: McGee 7; Moore 5; Connor 5; Wakefield 4, | 
63 Virginia 2] | Tacktes For Loss: Clark 11; Connor 10; Wakefield 10. | Nov. 18 oF Northwestern 
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THE ILLINI ARE IN POSITION TO HAVE A SOLID RUNNING GAME, WITH 
UNDERSIZED, BUT ELUSIVE ROCKY HARVEY RUNNING BEHIND AN 
OFFENSIVE LINE THAT HAS A CHANCE TO BE DOMINANT. 

PHOTO BY TOMASSO DEROSA /TDSI 


defender doesn’t. 

Defensively, it appears that Illinois only has four starters back. 
But when you add junior strong safety Bobby Jackson, who started 
as a freshman and sophomore but missed last season with a knee 
injury, and senior middle linebacker Robert Franklin — who started 
in 1998 when Eric Guenther was injured — six returnees are expe- 
rienced starters. And when you consider that junior linebacker 
Mon Long and new cornerbacks Trayvon Waller and Eugene Wil- 
son also saw significant playing time last fall, the defense isn’t 
nearly as untested as the four-returnees figure indicates. 

“| know we have a lot of question marks as far as starters, but 
most of the people coming in as starters have played extensively 


2000 


at some point,” junior free safety Muhammad Abdullah said. “We 
actually feel we can be a whole lot better. Last year, we had some- 
what of a slower defense. This year, most of the people coming in 
are faster than (the players who started) last year. We feel we'll 
have a quicker and faster defense than we did last year.” 

What cannot be underestimated is the determination that 
departed linebackers Guenther and Danny Clark and defensive 
back Asim Pleas brought to the table in terms of leadership, and 
that’s a source of concern for Turner. 

“We've lost some excellent leaders, and that’s important,” the 
coach said. “Hopefully, we'll re-establish great team chemistry, 
but every year’s different. Offensively, we have guys who have 
provided leadership. But defensively, we have to find some guys.” 

Leadership is important to Illinois not only because it must 
adjust this season to playing with the pressure to be successful, 
but also because that was a key to last year’s revival. 

Before Illinois surprised the college football world by winning 
five of its last six games, it was at a 3-3 crossroads and its situa- 
tion did not look hopeful. The Illini had followed a 3-0 non-con- 
ference start with three straight Big Ten losses. The last defeat, a 
humiliating 37-7 home loss to Minnesota that was Illinois’ worst 
effort of the season, left the Illini looking like they would be hard- 
pressed to win more than one or two more games, if that. 

On the Sunday after the Minnesota wipeout, though, Turner 
made a move that started the turnaround. Instead of their usual 
light Sunday workout, the players arrived to see the message, 
“Full pads,” on the blackboard. On the field, Turner pitted his first 
teams against each other and told them to start hitting. Hard. It 
was a way to work out frustrations, but it was also a tactic that 
got the Illini back to the basics of football. 

“Just go play. Don’t worry about the score or anything else. 
Just play football,” the coach ordered. 

What followed was an excellent week of practice. By the fol- 
lowing Saturday, when it took the field before 100,000 fans at 
Michigan, Illinois was ready. It trailed 27-7 midway through the 
third quarter, but then the effort and determination kicked in. The 
Illini scored 28 unanswered points, and the defense blanked the 
Wolverines the rest of the way for a 35-29 victory. The 20-point 
comeback against Michigan, which was ranked No. 9 at the time, 
was the largest in Illinois history. 

“| think the turnaround started the day after the Minnesota 
game,” Sullivan said. “We had to re-evaluate things. Each player took 
it upon himself to do what he needed to do, and it carried over.” 

Illinois struck again in its 10th game, when it traveled to Ohio 
State. Dominating from the start, the Illini routed the Buckeyes 
46-20, a victory that proved the Michigan win was no fluke. It 
was the first time Illinois had ever won at Michigan and Ohio 
State in the same year, and it catapulted the Illini, who had been 
ticketed for the Motor City Bowl in Detroit, into a trip to Miami 
for the Micronpc.com Bowl. 

There, in their first bowl appearance in five years, they routed 
Virginia 63-21, putting up the second-highest point total ever in 
a college bowl game. For that effort, Illinois sneaked into the final 
AP writers’ poll at 24th, its first Top 25 ranking since the 1995 
preseason poll. 

That assured that Illinois, which should be a lock to be in this 
year’s preseason Top 25, would be identified as a team to watch 
this fall. 

By fans, who started buying tickets earlier than usual. By 
media, who see Illinois as a team moving in the right direction for 
the first time since the early ‘90s. And by opponents, who won't 
let Illinois sneak up on them this autumn. 
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FIGHTING ILLINI SPRING ROSTER 


No, NAME Pos, Class . HOMETOWN No. NAME Pos. Ciass Hr. . HOMETOWN 


7 Muhammad Abdulch S$ Jr 61-200 Bormegot, NJ 90 Robby Long DE Jt 63 255 Chompoign 
85 ChisAlon WR ke 61 180 Greemville 80) Mike Malceyk Sk SAN 205) LoheZuvich 
65. Jim Bloodworth OL Fr 65 255. Washinglon, NJ 46 TimMcGill DE So 63 263 Chicago 

89 KenyBoye TE. sr ~=«65. 248. Chatham 3 Ec McGoey WR Fr 63.191 Wheaton 

88 _Jomes Brown OL So 64 275 Plesonttoke, IN 12 Courtney Miler DB) s#Fr~=G:2.—«(195. St.Louis, MO 
73 Sean Bubin QL fr 67 310 Rantoul 96 Brandon Moore OT Jt 63 270 Gary, IN 

7) WheBulus == OLGA 285. Stoger 8 Aaron Moorehecd WR So 63 195 Deerfield 

72 Don Buter OL. che. 187 305. sTonpas Fl 36 Clatyon Mallen So. 61218. ‘Mattoon 

14 PelerChischickos  K So. 59 161 Springfield 3) George Mumphord WR So 60 180. EostSi. ovis, MO 
34 JomeelCock «HBS 60.220 Mio, FL 7 Ty Myers 1B Fr 6-4 200. Springfield, OH 
72. Don Cuter Rk 67310 Tompa, FL 44 Aaron Nobles 1B Fr «2 226. Rocklin, CA 
24 CoeyDos HBF. «G0. 233‘ Flriuoni, MO 93 Mike OBrien DE So 66 215 Ocklovn 
4&4 Dovid Deh OL So 65 290 Ocklawn 84 BJ. Ogotn TE & 63 205. Avcodio, W 
pond Ol Ns nes aside 79 Tony Poshos OL So 64 310° Lodport 
97 Ssontberhat == OTS St «3.263. Sk Louis, MO 13. Brent Peterson K So. 61180. Columbus, OH 
53 Jim Ferguson OL Fr 64 283 Morton 82 Nick Piozzo WR Jr = 61-185. Frankfort 

10 Steve Fitts P Jr «= 60-190 S. Congoree, SC 69 Ray Redziniok Ol St 63 290 Clrk,NI 
30 Robert Fronin [BS 62 218 St Louis, MO 56 ShoheedRichordson OT fr 63 248 Fontana, CA 
78 Joe Gal DT Jt «=-63) 280 Lemont 62. Patrick Rouse S Je = 60-226 Champaign 
20 Eric Garret (BS 62235. Bolingbrock 78 Chris Rucks OL fe 6S 264 Linconshire 
31 Anloineo Harris HB So 6&1 220—Bolingbrook 58 Jeff Ruffin DT Fr 64 280 Aurora 

3 Rocky Harvey HB 59 180 Chicago Aivilayy Schumacher 1B'we Son MEEAT TalO Chica 

51 Nathan Hodel IS. “Se 62) 237 Fairview Heights 14 BobieSinglon = «Sk G1 200) Chicago 

& Aaron Hodges OL Fr 6&5 273 Country Club Hills 88 Dwayne Smith WR Fr 6:2 185. Rantoul 

80 Brion Hodges TE & 64 255 Coury ChbHills «59 MarquesSulivon OL. «St~=—«GS. 310 Ok Pak 

57 Marcus Hood 1B & 62 233 Konkokee 92 Korlten Thomas OT «Sr «G5. 276. Kankokee 
43 AnhonyHd = CB. k~—«S10. 180. New Orleans, LA 18 J. Tubbs K So. 59 160. Rockllond 
"2. Bcbby Jackson SJ G1 210 Convalis, OR 99 Fred Wakefield DE. 1S" UOT Day Mieco 

1 Mare Jackson S S$ 6&1 195 Corvallis, OR 8 Trayvon Waller CB Sr «= 63-166 Los Angeles, CA 
“& Arihony ion == B_CSe:~S«S182_ Oak Brock 11 Dustin Word GBi i ned unI7SI Chaspoan 
55. Bret Kovter DT So 63 260 Harisburg, PA 25. Quincy Woshingion. §. So 60. 205 Chompoign 
15 Kurt Kitiner QB dr = 63-205 Schaumburg 85 Terrell Washington DE J 64 230 St lovis, MO 
(7 key egal) OL) e065) 200 Sena H 87 Jesh Whimon TES 64 245. WeslLofoyet IN 
9 Colilotime. S.-S) 61 205. Poors 2B EugeneWikon CB. So 60.176 Merrill, IN 
iiGrglevs. WR’ So. 60091750 Maloson 52. Mike Young 1B S62 27 StlousMO 
6 Brandon Uoyd WR So 62 176 Bhe Springs, MA 18. Woler Young QB So. 65. 217 Pork Fores 
47 Mon long IBS 62218 Sorosola, FL Roster and depth chart subject to chonge 


_ 2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Kurt Kittner, Jr*/Walter Young, So DE Terrell Washington, Jr/Mike O'Brien, So 
RB Rocky Harvey, Jr*/Antoineo Harris, So OT Brandon Moore, Jr*/Brett Kautter, So 

FB Jameel Cook, Jr*/Carey Davis, Fr OT Jason Eberhart, Sr/Karleton Thomas, Sr 
WR Brandon Lloyd, So*/Greg Lewis, So DE Fred Wakefield, Sr*/Robby Long, Jr 
WR Aaron Moorehead, So/Walter Young, So OLB — Mon Long, Sr/Ty Myers, Fr 

TE ~ Josh Whitman, Sr*/Brian Hodges, Jr MLB Robert Franklin, Sr/Aaron Nobles, Fr 

UT Marques Sullivan, Sr*/Sean Bubin, Fr OLB Mike Young, Sr*/Eric Garrett, Sr 

lG Jay Kulaga, Jr*/David Diehl, So CB —_— Eugene Wilson, So/Anthony Hurd, Jr 

Cc Luke Butkus, Jr*/James Brown, So SS Bobby Jackson, Jr/Carlos Lattimore, So 
RG Ray Redziniak, Sr*/Aaron Hodges, Fr FS Muhammad Abdullah, Jr*/Marc Jackson, So 

RT. Tony Pashos, So*/Dan Cutter, Jr cB Trayvon Waller, Sr/Courtney Miller, Fr 
PK Steve Fitts, Jr/Patrick King, Fr P Steve Fitts, Jr* 
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SPRING UPDATE 


unior Steve Fitts, who heads 

into his third year as Illinois’ 

punter, also goes into fall camp 
as the man to beat for the placekicking 
job. Fitts was Illinois’ top placekicker in 
the spring, going two for two from 46 
and 24 yards on field goals in the 
spring game. Sophomore walkon J.J. 
Tubbs and incoming freshman Patrick 
King are Fitts’ chief rivals, but he’s 
determined to keep both kicking jobs. 

Coach Ron Turner has expressed 
concerns that placekicking will detract 
from Fitts’ punting, but Fitts dismissed 
that worry, saying, “The more you're 
on the field, the more confident you're 
going to be. It takes pressure off of you 
when you know you're going to get 
back on the field and have more 
chances.” 

¢ The top injury concern for Illinois 
heading into fall camp is the broken left 
leg suffered by starting right guard Ray 
Redziniak in spring practice. The prog- 
nosis was for Redziniak to be ready to 
resume full conditioning by early sum- 
mer, with a good chance that he would 
be full-go for the start of fall camp. 
“We're not going to rush him. You 
have to be careful,” Turner said. “But 
as long as he has no further setbacks, 
we're expecting him to be ready early 
in training camp, if not at the start of 
training camp.” 

On the plus side, Redziniak, a 
senior who has started since midway 
through his freshman year, knows his 
assignments. The injury also didn’t keep 
him from doing most of his upper-body 
conditioning. If Redziniak isn’t available, 
redshirt freshman Aaron Hodges, who 
has major potential, will step in. 

¢ Despite returning only four 
starters, defensive coordinator Tim Kish 
expects his unit to be strong. Not only 
are middle linebacker Robert Franklin 
and strong safety Bobby Jackson for- 
mer starters, the defense will be much 
quicker, particularly with Trayvon 
Waller and Eugene Wilson moving in at 
cornerback. “No question, this is the 
fastest group we've had on defense 
since we've been here,” said Kish, who 
moved to Illinois from Northwestern 
when Turner was hired. 

— Herb Gould 
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BRANDON LLOYD, WHO’S INTERESTED IN 
A BROADCASTING CAREER, COMES ACROSS 
AS A DOWN-TO-EARTH COLLEGE KID — 
EXCEPT WHEN A FOOTBALL IS IN THE AIR. 


PHOTO BY ILUNOIS SPORTS INFORMATION 


The Illini have another non-conference 
schedule made for success. They will be 
favored in home games against Middle 
Tennessee and California, and at San Diego 
State. 

If Illinois handles its early games, its 
Big Ten opener at home against Michigan 
on Sept. 23 shapes up as the biggest 
game the school has played since the Illini 
gave Penn State a run for its money in 
1994 before losing to the Nittany Lions, 
who went on to an undefeated season. 

Bolstered by the surprising success of 
last fall and a determined work ethic in 
the spring, Illinois plans to be ready. 

“Doing what we did last year is defi- 
nitely a confidence booster,” Sullivan said. 
“We couldn’t even fathom beating Ohio 
State and Michigan in the same year. Now 
we feel we can beat anyone on the sched- 
ule if we play well.” 

If Illinois is committed to working 
hard, it also is dreaming big. Turner and 
Kittner mention a BCS bowl, the Rose 
Bowl and the Big Ten title as things on Illi- 
nois’ to-do list. That may sound strange 
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Lloyd Following in Neon Deion’s Shoes 


ack home in the Kansas City sub- 

urb of Blue Springs, Brandon 

Lloyd’s bedroom is a shrine to 
Deion Sanders. “I’m a big Deion 
Sanders fan,” Illinois’ sophomore wide 
receiver said. “I kind of mirrored my 
high school career around him.” 

On the football field at Illinois, 
Lloyd also has a chance to follow in 
Deion’s footsteps. Illinois’ top returning 
wide receiver, after a splashy debut as 
a true freshman, may be used in some 
nickel situations defensively as the Illini 
try to take advantage of his exceptional 
athletic ability. 

Lloyd also did double duty during 
the offseason, combining football train- 
ing with a track suit. He finished third 
in two events at the Big Ten indoor 
meeting, where he high-jumped 6-10- 
1/4 and ran the 60-meter hurdles in 
8.03 seconds. 

Coach Ron Turner excused Lloyd 
from a couple of spring practices to par- 
ticipate in track meets, but football is still 
No. 1 to the 6-2, 176-pound athlete. 

Unlike Sanders, Lloyd doesn’t go in 
for flashy jewelry and gaudy clothes. 
Articulate, intelligent and humble, 


for a team that hasn't finished over .500 in 
its league since 1993. 
But as Abdullah said, “If we go into 


T WILL BE MORE 
| DIFFICULT TO BE 
——! SUCCESSFUL THIS 
SEASON UNDER THE BURDEN 
OF EXPECTATIONS. BUT ILLI- 


NOIS IS SAYING ALL THE 
RIGHT THINGS ABOUT KEEP- 


ING THOSE EXPECTATIONS IN 
PERSPECTIVE. 


the season thinking we can’t win the Big 
Ten championship, we shouldn't even go 
out there. That’s our goal. We were 3-8 
two years ago and 8-4 last year. That’s the 
next step up. There’s no reason to say we 


Lloyd, who’s interested in a broadcast- 
ing career, comes across as a down-to- 
earth college kid — except when a 
football is in the air. 

Lloyd led the Illini at an impressive 
17 yards per catch. With the departure 
of Michael Dean, Lloyd, who caught 30 
passes for 511 yards, is Illinois’ top 
returning receiver. 

He also appears to be poised for 
a breakout year. 

“Brandon has a lot of gifts that a lot 
of people, including myself, would love 
to have,” tight end Josh Whitman said. 
“He runs well; he has great leaping 
ability; he has great hands; and he’s 
a great competitor. | think he’s going to 
have a great career here, and a long 
professional career after that.” 

Turner plans to use Lloyd occasion- 
ally as a defensive back, but only if it 
doesn’t interfere with his progress at 
wideout. That's fine with Lloyd, who 
was recruited as a cornerback and did- 
n‘t move to wide receiver until midway 
through his first college training camp. 

“Cornerback is where my heart 
is, but it’s all about adjustment,” 
Lloyd said. Q 


should have another 8-4 season.” 

Whitman, who has been through the 
Turner rebuilding effort from Day One, 
agrees, but knows commitment and 
preparation are far more important than 
dwelling on goals. 

“More than anything, beating Michi- 
gan and Ohio State was proof of what 
we've been believing the whole time,” 
said Whitman, a first-team Academic All- 
American. “The first two years, our confi- 
dence was unfounded. Now we've 
proved to ourselves what we're capable 
of doing. Winning the Big Ten has to be 
the next step. But we also have to keep 
reminding ourselves that what we did last 
year doesn’t mean anything when the ball 
is kicked off this fall.” 

It will be more difficult to be success- 
ful this season under the burden of expec- 
tations. But Illinois is saying all the right 
things about keeping those expectations 
in perspective. And doing all the right 
things to realize its goal of being a legiti- 
mate Big Ten contender. 

— Herb Gould 
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sk Antwaan Randle El about Indi- 
ana’s 4-7 season in 1999 and his 
trademark smile disappears. 
Instead, he drops his head back as if try- 
ing to avoid a left jab and frowns. 
“Surprised. Frustrated. Disappointed. 
All those words describe it,” the multi-tal- 


INDIANA 


HOOSIERS 


man season with perhaps an even better 
sophomore year. It’s no wonder that he’s 
regarded as a serious Heisman Trophy 
contender as a junior. 

“Antwaan does a lot of the big things 
well,” Cameron said. “The little things you 
have to do at that position lead to big 


times they just want to make me throw 
the ball. That’s OK, because | went out 
and threw the ball and changed their 
whole strategy.” 

Now that Randle El has proven he’s 
a multi-dimensional quarterback, the 
Heisman talk is heating up. 


Hoosiers Look to Overcome Frustrations of “99 


ented quarterback finally says. 

After going 2-9 and 4-7 in Cam 
Cameron’s first two seasons as head 
coach at Indiana, 1999 was supposed to 
be the year the Hoosiers climbed over the 
.500 mark and made it to a bowl game. 

It didn’t happen. Instead, they ended 
up with another surprising, frustrating and 
disappointing 4-7 season. 

“But you just have to keep at it,” 
says the always-upbeat Randle El. “We 
were 4-7, but there were so many games 
we could have won. We just didn’t get it 
done. We've got to improve. | don’t 
have a 10-year contract, so we have to 
start winning some games and having 
some fun. | don’t think it effects our con- 
fidence because we know we were in 
those games.” 

It doesn’t take a Vince Lombardi to 
figure out the good and the bad of Indi- 
ana’s season last year. 

The good? A high-powered offense 
that averaged 406 yards and 26.5 points 
a game. 

The bad? A leaky defense that 
allowed 430 yards and 35 points a game. 

Indiana's offense in 2000 figures once 
again to be a nightmare for opposing 
defenses. The players that accounted for 
99 percent of the Hoosiers’ yards and 
points a year ago return. 

Led, of course, by the elusive one, 
Randle El. 

He followed up an outstanding fresh- 


DESPITE DOUBTERS WHO CLAIM HE CAN’T 
PASS, ANTWAAN RANDLE EL COMPLETED 
54 PERCENT OF HIS PASSES FOR 2,277 YARDS 
AND 17 TOUCHDOWNS. 

PHOTO BY SCOTT BOEHM 
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things. I've tried to get him to understand 
that. He listens and he’s getting better 
every day.” 

Last season, Randle El scrambled and 
optioned his way to 788 yards rushing. 
And, despite doubters who claim he can't 
pass, Randle El completed 54 percent of 
his passes for 2,277 yards and 17 touch- 
downs, with only seven interceptions. 
And that with a receiving corps that was 
less than spectacular. 

“Say what?” Cameron asked incredu- 
lously when told of the knock against Ran- 
dle El’s passing. “Antwaan can throw 
the football.” 

Randle El noticed last season that 
defenses weren't respecting his arm. 

“Defenses have changed since my 
freshman year,” Randle El said. “My first 
year they just came at me. Now they sit 
back and see if | can make a play. Some- 


at a glance 


19993: 4-7 Overall; 3-5 Big Ten (T/8th) 
COACH: Cam Cameron —At Indiana, 
10-23, 3 years; Overall, 10-23, 3 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: |7; 8 Offense, 
| 8 Defense, Kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Antwaan 
Randle El, TB Levron Williams, FB Jeremi 
Johnson, WR Jerry Dorsey, WR Henry Fra- 
| zier, DT Paul Mandina, LB Herman Fowler, 
| SS Greg Yeldell, CB Maurice Tucker 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The skill posi- 
tions on offense, led by OB Antwaan Ran- 
dle El and TB Levron Williams. Indiana also 


But he’s not listening. 

“That Heisman thing is nothing unless 
we win some games,” Randle EI said. 
“That's why it’s always a team effort. If we 
don’t win the games, the Heisman can 
stay over there where that white bucket 
is. It won’t make a difference.” 

To win games, Randle El’s 
supporting cast needs to get better. It 
improved a year ago and may be even 
better this season. 

Levron Williams returns at tailback 
after an impressive season in 1999, He 
rushed for 817 yards (6.9-yard average) 
and caught 33 passes for 360 yards. 

“He hasn't played to this guy's level 
yet, but Levron reminds me of another 
guy who used to play in this league,” 
Cameron said. “He has the versatility of 
a Ronnie Harmon when he was at lowa. 
Hayden Fry always did an excellent job of 


has a solid one-two punch at fullback with 
Jeremi Johnson and DeWayne Hogan. 
Veteran K Andy Payne is solid. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Inexperience 
on offensive line. Need more consistency 
from wide receivers. Defense was among 
the worst in the nation last season. 

OVERVIEW: The offense once again fig- 
ures to be very potent. The key is for the 
defense to make drastic improvement. If 
that happens, IU could be looking at its 
first winning season under Cameron. 


—_ 
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Name / Posmion 


Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Coulee 


BAKER, Brandonn LB 6-1, 228 Houston, TX Westbury 

PrepStar ranked No. 10 linebacker in Midlands Region @ SuperPrep rated No. 8 linebacker in Texas @ | 
District Defensive Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 111 tackles, five quarterback sacks, one intercep- 
fion, three fumbles forced and four fumbles recovered @ Member of track, soccer and rugby teams. 


CLEMONS, Jodie DL 6-3, 230 Lansing, Ml 
Did not start playing football until senior year @ Member of basketball team. 


Sexton 


FRAZIER, Henry WR 6-0, 185 Vallejo, CA Cabot JC 
PrepStar junior college All-American @ Second-team All-Conference @ Enrolled for spring semester. 


FRYAR, Jason OT 6-8, 300 New Whiteland Whiteland 
Helped team to first sectional championship # Member of track and wrestling teams. 


GENASCI, Matt OL 6-4, 285 Modesto, CA Modesto JC 
Helped team to Graffiti Bowl @ All-State @ All-Conference # Team Most Outstanding Offensive Lineman 
@ Enrolled for spring semester @ Prep All-District @ All-League @ Team Offensive Most Voluable Player 


GRANT, Antoine OL 6-3, 340 Meridian, MS Jones (MS) JC 
SuperPrep ranked No. 1 junior college offensive lineman nationally and No. 7 junior college player # | 
PrepStar junior college All-American. 


| HALTERMAN, Aaron TE/DL 6-4, 240 Greenwood Center Grove 

| Two-time All-State @ All-Conference  All-County @ As a senior, had 25 receptions and two touchdowns 
@ Had 35 receptions for 449 yards and four touchdowns as a junior @ Had 40 solo tackles, including 
eight for loss, and four quarterback sacks as a junior. 


HAMRE, Ryan P/ATH 6-3, 225 Orlando, FL Boone 
All-State @ Played in Ceniral Florida All-Star game @ Played punter, defensive end and tight end. 


HANEY, Travis ATH 6-5, 200 Orange Park, FL Orenge Park 
All-State # As a senior, had 45 receptions for 798 yards and seven touchdowns Had four interceptions | 
@ Averaged 15 points and eight rebounds per game in basketball Runs 40-yard dash in 4.5 seconds. 


JAHNKE, Chris OL 6-5, 300 Louisville, KY Bollard | 
Rated No. 3 offensive lineman and No. 11 player in Kentucky by SuperPrep Dominating run blocker. | 


JONES, Herana-Daze RB/DB 5-11, 195 Louisville, KY Iroquois 

SuperPrep rated No. | running back in Kentucky @ Holds Kentucky record for yards per game rushing 
with 2,200 yards in 10 games as a senior @ Had three 300-yard games @ Scored 26 touchdowns # 
Had three interceptions and four fumbles recovered. 


LEWIS, David WR 6-1, 175 Terre Haute South | 
All-State @ As a senior, had 40 receptions for 966 yards and 15 touchdowns @ Had 29 receptions as a 
junior ond 43 as a sophomore @ Holds nine school receiving records @ Won state championship in 110- 
meler high hurdles as a junior @ Member of basketball team. 


Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Couece 


| LLOYD, Unrico “Rico” DB 6-0, 175 Dumfries, VA Potomac 

PrepStar All-American, rated No. 6 athlete in Atlantic Region @ SuperPrep All-American # Had 800 
yards rushing as a senior, despite missing five games with ankle sprain @ As a junior, won state 200- 
meter dash title. 


LUMPKIN, John DL 6-3, 255 Warren, OH Harding 

SuperPrep All-American # Ranked No. 7 defensive lineman in Midwest Region by PrepStar @ Detroit 
Free Press Best of the Midwest @ Played in Ohio North-South game @ Had 85 career tackles, including | 
25 for loss, and 18 quarterback sacks. 


MYLES, Rashon RB 6-0, 220 Dallas, TX Christian 

All-Texas Private School @ As a senior, had 2,151 yards rushing and 32 touchdowns @ Returned kickoff 
86 yards for touchdown # Had 1,825 yards rushing and 28 touchdowns as a junior, while helping team 
to state championship. 


PACK, Prince ATH 5-10, 185 Detroit, MI St. Martin DePorres 
Had 1,393 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns as a senior @ As a junior, had 1,362 yards rushing and 
16 touchdowns ¢ All-League in football and baseball. 


PHILLIPS, Dan LB 6-4, 245 Mishawaka Penn 

All-State @ Ranked No. 5 in balloting for Indiana’s Mr. Football, earning more votes than any other 
defensive player @ Helped team to state championship @ As a senior, had 135 tackles, including 31 for 
loss, and 11 quarterback sacks. 


ROBINSON, Michoel WR 6-6, 195 Orrville, OH Orrville 
Helped team to division championship as a junior and state semifinals as a senior. 


SMITH, Kevin LB 6-4, 210 Canton, OH McKinley 

All-County @ Hod 75 tackles, including 16 for loss, and eight quarterback sacks as a senior @ Helped 
| team fo 12-1 record and state championship as a junior # Had 1.45 career tackles, including 30 for loss, 
| and 19 quarterback sacks. 


STUART, Clay OL 6-6, 300 Lodi, OH Cloverleaf 

Special mention All-State @ All-District @ Akron Beacon All-Star # Played in Ohio North-South All-Star 
game @ Three-year starter @ As a senior, graded 92 percent on blocking assignments @ Had 60 pan- 

| coke blocks # Had 55 tackles # Member of rack team. | 


| THOMPSON, Patrick QB 6-3, 220 Paterson, NJ Fork Union Military Acad. 
During 1999 season, scored 20 touchdowns, including five in one game @ PrepStar prep All-Region 
All-League ¢ All-County @ All-Area @ Three-year member of varsity basketball team. 


WILUAMS, Stephen 1B «6-3, 275 Bolingbrook, IL Bolingbrook 

SuperPrep All-American @ Ranked No. 4 defensive lineman in Midwest Region by PrepStar @ Rated No. 
10 player in Midwest Region by Detroit Free Press @ All-State @ As a senior, had 85 tackles, four quar- 
| terback sacks, and two fumbles recovered @ Averaged five yards per carry as a fullback @ Had 101 
| tackles, including 18 for loss, as a junior. 


AWOOKCATHHEHOOSIERS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


(4-7, 3-5) PASSING = Sept. 9 N.C. State | 
NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD Int 
21 Ball State 9 RondleEl 279 +150 2277:'538 17 7 Sept. 16 at Kentucky 
Jones 9 4 77 444 0 ] 
| 30 ~~ North Carolina 42 RUSHING Sept. 23. Cincinnati 
35 Kentuck 44 | Yarps 
sf || Willioms 118 817 69 56 4 Sept. 30 lowa 
24 Penn State 45 Randle El 224 788. 635-8 590 19 
Johnson 69 a Ye Oct. 7 — atNorthwestern 
34 Illinois (OT) 31 Hogan 30 Mg wats D 12 J re. 
| : | Oct. 14. at Michigan 
34 Northwestern 17 5 earn 
a. Wissen 59 | Gaddis 35 7c on | 3) | So ingesors 
| Williams 33 360 10.9 49 3 
38 bw 31 Dorsey 31 602 19.4 70 "3 Oct. 28 Penn State 
| Graham 19 405 213 47 1 
31 Michigan 34 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 4 atillinois 
20 Minnesota AA | Tacriss: Smith 89; McGrath 77; Schaffer 63; Yeldell 61. Nov. 11 Wisconsin 
INTERCEPTIONS: McGrath 3; Wallace 2. | 
24 Purdue 30 | QB Sacks: Ogunleye 7.5; Rasmussen 6.5; Mandina 3. Nov. 1 8 at Purdue 
Tacktes For Loss: Rasmussen 12; Ogunleye 11; Czap 7. 
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TOP RECEIVER DERIN GRAHAM RETURNS 
FOR THE 2000 SEASON. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


utilizing Ronnie, and that’s the challenge for us.” 

The Hoosiers have an impressive one-two punch at fullback 
with 240-pound senior De’Wayne Hogan and 265-pound sopho- 
more Jeremi Johnson. 

“They're both going to play,” Cameron said. “And you need 
two good fullbacks in our offense. We may be the only team in 
our league that really uses a fullback. We had a game last year 
where our fullbacks combined had 30-some carries. So we think 
we have something unique.” 

The receiving corps remains a bit of a concern, even with the 
return of the top three receivers — Versie Gaddis (35 catches for 
633 yards), Williams and Jerry Dorsey (31-602). Derin Graham 
(19-405) also returns and junior college transfer Henry Frazier 
showed promise in the spring. 

“We've had guys make some great catches the past couple 
of years,” Cameron said. “But we really haven’t had any receivers 
that have consistently caught the football. At some point in time, 
you need guys that can consistently catch the ball, catch it in traf- 
fic and in clutch situations.” 

Because of the development of backup QB Tommy Jones — 
a dropback quarterback with a super strong, accurate arm (he 
threw for more than 300 yards in the spring game) — Cameron 


2000 


may try to take advantage of Randle El’s open field running by 
letting him see some time as a slotback. 

“We don’t want to overdo it and get Antwaan hurt, but 
we're going to do whatever we have to do to give ourselves the 
best chance to win games,” Cameron said. “The bottom line is 
we've got a talented guy in Tommy, and if he continues to 
develop, we're going to play him. We owe it to him, we owe it 
to our program. 

“We'll get both on the field at the same time if they're two of 
our top 11 athletes on offense. The only reason we'll do that is 
not to keep anybody happy, but because it gives us a better 
chance to win. Tommy has to come into training camp and pick 
up where he left off in the spring. If he does that, he will play.” 

The question mark on offense is the line, where three starters 
have departed. The returnees up front are guards Enoch DeMar 
and Jamarkus Gorman, who is coming back from knee surgery. 

Cameron is counting on junior college All-American Antoine 
Grant to come in and start, and for Matt Genasci, another JC 
transfer, to provide backup help. 

Because of outstanding depth at tight end, last year’s starter 
Craig Osika has been moved to center. That leaves Bobby Brandt 
and Ken Gipson at tight end. 

“If they can stay healthy, this line, over time, will be very 
good this season,” Cameron said. 

Obviously, if the Hoosiers are to avoid another disappointing 
season, the defense will have to make drastic improvement. 

And towards that end, Cameron has hired James Bell as his 
new defensive coordinator. Bell comes to Indiana from Wake For- 
est where he was the Demon Deacons’ defensive coordinator 
from 1997-99, 

The year before Bell arrived at Wake Forest, the Demon 
Deacons had allowed 254 yards rushing a game. In Bell’s first 
year at Wake Forest, the defense finished 10th nationally against 
the run, allowing only 96 yards a game. In 1998, the Demon 
Deacons intercepted 16 passes. In last season’s Aloha Bowl, 
Wake Forest held Arizona State to only 11 first downs and 164 
total yards. 

Under Bell, the Hoosiers will use a completely different sys- 
tem, with a multiple defensive front. 

“He's a guy who's done what we want him to do,” Cameron 
said. “He took a defense where we want him to take our 
defense. He knows how to do it. He knows how to get the play- 
ers to play.” 

Four players with starting experience return in the line — 
ends Kemp Rasmussen, Sean Nelson and Derek Barnett, and nose 
guard Paul Mandina. The Hoosiers could get help in the fall from 
two of the nation’s top defensive line recruits in tackle Steve 
Williams and end John Lumpkin. 

“As | look at it from an overall standpoint, we might not have 
any great individuals in the defensive line, but we have the 
chance to have a good group and a good unit,” Cameron said. 

“| like the potential.” 

He's not so sure about the linebackers, even though Justin 
Smith (89 tackles) and Devin Schaffer (63) are two of the Hoosiers’ 
top three returning tacklers. Joslin Goodman has starting experi- 
ence and Herman Fowler was very impressive in the spring. 

“My biggest concern on defense is at linebacker,” Cameron 
said. “We haven't had any linebackers that have just really taken 
over from a leadership standpoint. And we haven't had any just 
step up and make plays. We've got some talent, but no one yet 
who has a great feel for what they are doing and just makes some 
plays. But I think we'll get there by the time we play. Herman 
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HOOSIERS SPRING ROSTER 


. Pos. Class 
60 Trevor Abs C So 66 295  Kendaliville 
13 Johnny Anderson SS Se «= 5-10 188A Pierce, FL 
85 Stephen Anthony 1B So 63 267 Bowling Green, KY 
99 Derek Barnett DE So 64 247 Evansville 
68 Jeremy Belcher DE fr 2-250. Morfinsville 
15 Ron Bethel FS So «= 63210 Lowisville, KY 
46 Rob Bouchard fOr 60 237 — Blooonfield Hills, MI 
81 Bobby Brondi TE So 67 275 loncoster, PA 
23. Adam Broucher K Fr 57 176 Punta Gordo, FL 
49 Robert Brown BF 61 233 Wayne 
94 Tony Brown ) 61 255 Dayton, OH 
19 Donnie Buck B fr 60 223 Bedtord 
41 Dovid Byed WR fr 61184 Wooskegon, IL 
63 Joy Contwel G ok 64 25 Gleewiew, 
82 Tim Copen WR So 59 171 — Greenleld 
23 AC. Corer RB So |= 58 188 Gncinnoti 
0 Colin Christopher OT Fr = 61-271 Grand Ropids, MI 
4 04. Conner WR S 62 175 Gay 
70 Enoch DeMar T So 6-4 = 310 _—_Indicnapolis 
83 Kris Dielman DE So 64 22 Troy,OH 
Jerry Dorsey WR Se 61177 Hopkinsile, KY 
24 Morcus Floyd 59 192 Bartow, FL 
59 Herman Fowler B Jr 61 255 Kokomo 
6 Henry Frazier WR ode 60 171 Vallejo, CA 
67 Jomil Frink OT So 63 256 Bloomington 
53 Colin Frost S Jr 60 235 — Indicnopolis 
2 Versle Goddis WR Se = 510 190 Allon, GA 
43. Brett Gaudin K Fr 60 190  Evonsville 
65 Molt Genasci G Jr 6-5 285 Modesto, CA 
40 Scott Genord B Fr 61 225 — Redford, Ml 
84 Ken Gipson 1 a 67 262 Detroit, MI 
25 Joe Gonzolez FS 60 200 Avon Loke, OH 
51 Joslin Goodman 8 Se 64 220 Osxedle 
55 omorkus Gormon G hk 64 205 FWoyre 
14 Greg Goss CB fr = 57-170 Indicnaplis 
19 Derin Grohom WR ode 59 182 — Indicnoplis 
17 Gibron Homdan @ So 65 25 N.Potomac, MD 
7 Michoel Honley CB So 511-178) Owensboro, KY 
25 DeWayne Hogon Se S11 220. _Indionopols 
4) Greg Jensen FS So 59 185 — Huntington 


GB Antwaan Randle El, Jr*/Tommy Jones, So 
RB Levron Williams, Jr*/Brian Lewis, Fr 
RB De’Wayne Hogan, Sr*/Jeremi Johnson, So 
WR Jerry Dorsey, Sr*/Henry Frazier, Jr 
WR Versie Gaddis, Sr*/Derin Graham, Jr 
TE Bobby Brandt, So/Ken Gipson, Fr 
iT A.C. Myler, So/Trevor Abbs, So 
LG Enoch DeMar, So*/Matt Genasci, Jr 
fe Craig Osika, Jr*/Sione Ohuafi, Fr 
RG Jamarkus Gorman, Jr*/Anthony Oakley, Fr 
RT Brett Taylor, So/Antoine Grant, Jr 
PK Andy Payne, Sr*/Brett Gaudin, Fr 


No. NAME Pos, Cass Hr. 

10 Glenn Johnson WR So 511 195 Cewiston, FL 
33 Ghnn Johnson RB Sr = 59-200 Gninnati 

1 Jeremi Johnson FB So S11 275 Lowisvile 

14. Tommy Jones So 63240 Fiton, OH 
85 Danie! Knox WR fr 61 213 __indonopolis 
3 Brion Lewis RRO 57 23 St. louis 

73 Pod Mondina oS 6&3 300 Rochester, NY 
4 Malt Mason OB OFF 58 170 St. Chores, IL 
57 Jason McWilliams B So 6&1 = 210 Detrot 

3% Shane Moat DT So 60 220 Bloomington 
62 AC Myler T So 64 «317 Detroit 

95 Sean Nelson DE So 63 272 Kettering, OH 
61 Anthony Ookley G Fr 62 = 282 Houston 

75 Shere Ohucll C fr = 62-295 Channelview, TX 
59 Goron Ose T So 66 312 West Bloomfield 
89 Craig Osika Tm \k 64 280 Hobort 

12 U. Porker WR fr 60 210 — Grand Ropids, Mi 
30 Andy Poyne KS S10. 190 Fishers 

37 Tyson Picken Pfr 2248 Ann Arbor, Mi 
18 dade Pruitt WR Fr 510 177 Dayton, OH 
1] Antwoon Rondle El CB ok «= 510-185 Riverdale 

92 Kemp Rasmussen Oe ok 63 265 Hodley, MI 
45 Chris Reynolds B fr 60 240 Detroit 

34 Brandon Rodgers S k 62 24 GCncnnat 
28 Kevin Sclla S Fr 5-11 191 Plymouth, Ml 
8 Devin Schaffer Bk 60 241 Indionopols 
52 Beau Scrwegmon Gf 62 280 Lawrenceburg 
25 Cosey Sellers TE So 62 262 Evonnile 

98 Dominique Seth OT =k ©3290 Colmbio, $C 
27 hsin Seth Bk 60 213. Indonapols 
9 OJ. Spencer GB S S11 195  Jacksoewille, FL 
42 Dvane Stone GG 58 177 — Evonston, It 
69 Brett Toylor T So 68 320 Troy,M 

16 Patrick Thompson QB ofr «= 63212 Patterson, NJ 
21 Maurice Tucker @ k 5-11 190 — Bartow, FL 
2 Sharred Wallace @ k 59 183 Horrisburg, PA 
5 Levron Willioms 6B k 63 215 Evonsvile 

2 Grog Yeldel SS k = 510190 East Spencer, NC 
29 Clorence Young fr 60 192 Deki 


Roster ond depth chart subject to charge 
2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Cae oS a 


DE 
OT 


Kemp Rasmussen, Jr*/Stephen Anthony, So 
Paul Mandina, Sr*/Kris Dielman, So 
Derek Barnett, So/Tony Brown, Sr 

Sean Nelson, So/Dominique Smith, Jr 
Justin Smith, Jr*/Brandon Rodgers, Jr 
Joslin Goodman, Sr*/Herman Fowler, So 
Devin Schaffer, Jr*/Robert Brown, Fr 

O.J. Spencer, Sr/Michael Hanley, So 
Sharrod Wallace, Jr*/Maurice Tucker, Jr* 
Joe Gonzalez, So/Johnny Anderson, Sr 
Greg Yeldell, Jr*/Ron Bethel, So 

Ryan Hamre, Fr/Andy Payne, Sr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


n addition to hiring James Bell, for- 

mer defensive coordinator at Wake 

Forest, to take over the Hoosiers’ 
defense, Indiana coach Cam Cameron 
added two more assistants to his staff dur- 
ing the offseason, Hal Hunter and Dick 
Flynn. 

Hunter, who was the assistant head 
coach and offensive line coach at 
Louisiana State from 1995-99, is the 
Hoosiers’ new offensive coordinator. 
Hunter, who also will coach the offensive 
line at Indiana, tutored one of the best 
lines in the Southeastern Conference at 
Louisiana State. The Tigers led the SEC 
in rushing in 1997 and 1998. Hunter 
coached at Vanderbilt before going to 
Louisiana State. Indiana assistant head 
coach Pete Schmidt will retain his play- 
calling duties. 

Flynn, who comes to Indiana from 
Central Michigan, will coach the 
Hoosiers’ outside linebackers. Flynn was 
CMU’s head coach the past six seasons, 
after serving as the Chippewas’ defensive 
coordinator for 16 years. As Central 
Michigan’s head coach, Flynn led the 
Chippewas to the 1994 Mid-American 
Conference championship, with a 9-3 
overall record, and he was voted the 
league’s Coach of the Year. 

Hunter replaces Mark Deal, who is 
now a football administrative assistant at 
Indiana, while Flynn takes over for Jeff 
Hammerschmidt, now the defensive coor- 
dinator at St. Mary’s (Calif.) College. 

¢ Indiana quarterback Antwaan Ran- 
dle El, one of the nation’s most exciting 
players, last year became the first sopho- 
more in Big Ten history to reach 5,000 
total yards. He also reached 3,000 pass- 
ing yards and 1,500 rushing yards sooner 
than any player in college football history 
(19 games). In just two seasons, Randle El 
has passed for 3,972 yards and rushed 
for 1,661 yards, for a total of 5,633 
yards. His 17 touchdown passes and 
3,065 total yards in 1999 were both 
Indiana single-season records. 

* In addition to Randle El passing for 
2,277 yards last year, Indiana welcomes 
back its four leading rushers (Levron 
Williams, Jeremi Johnson and De’Wayne 
Hogan) and top four receivers (Versie 
Gaddis, Jerry Dorsey, Williams and Derin 
Graham) from 1999. In all, they 
accounted for 2,006 of 2,105 rushing 
yards and 2,000 of 2,360 receiving yards 
the Hoosiers gained last season. 

— Tom Kubat 
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LEVRON WILLIAMS ARRIVED IN 
BLOOMINGTON IN 1997 AS AN 
ACADEMIC NON-QUALIFIER AND HAD 
TO SIT OUT HIS FRESHMAN YEAR. 

PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS 


Fowler is the most gifted guy physically of 
the bunch.” 

There's a lot of competition in the sec- 
ondary, which could bode well. Corner- 
backs O.J. Spencer and Sharrod Wallace 
and safeties Joe Gonzalez and Greg Yeldell 
all have starting experience, but Maurice 
Tucker and Michael Hanley could crack 
the lineup. 

Randle El said he noticed a big 
improvement in the defense during spring 
practice. Rarely were they out of position, 

“| don’t know if it’s the scheme or 
what, but the pep in their step is more 
enthusiastic,” Randle El said. “If they keep 
it up, then they'll make some noise this 
year. | think the defense will be all right.” 

Mandina concurs. 

He credits Bell and a renewed deter- 
mination by the players to erase the 
memories of last season. 

“Coach Bell brings a lot to the table,” 
Mandina said. “He’s a great motivator. 

If you do well, you'll get praised. If not, 
he’s in your face telling you what you 
need to do. It’s a lot more aggressive 
style defense. We are definitely an 
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Versatile Williams Struts His Stuff for the Hoosiers 


t's taken awhile for Levron Williams 
| to get settled at Indiana. A high 

school All-American running bok in 
Evansville, Ind., Williams arrived in 
Bloomington in 1997 as an academic 
non-qualifier and had to sit out his 
freshman year. 

Even though he was considered by 
many as the top running back prospect 
in the Midwest and one of the top Ke 
in the nation, he began his career in 
1998 primarily as a wide receiver. This 
was because Indiana coach Cam 
Cameron didn’t think his lanky 6-3, 
190-pound frame could stand the 
pounding it would take as a tailback. 

So bing the offseason Williams 
put on 20 pounds and — voila! — he 
found a home in 1999, strutting his 
stuff at tailback, rushing for 817 yards 
on 118 carries (6.9-yard average). 
That's pretty impressive considering 
that quarterback Antwaan Randle El, 
a great scrambler and option magi- 
cian, kept the ball 224 times and 
rushed tor 788 yards. 

“I'm willing to play both positions, 


attacking defense. 

"As hurtful as it was last year to be 
one of the lower-ranked defenses in the 
country, it was the best motivating factor 
you could have. You can see a lot more 
passion in these guys. We all made 


VEN THOUGH THE 
HOOSIERS ARE 
STILL A JUNIOR- 


SOPHOMORE DOMINATED 
TEAM, CAMERON CRINGES 
AT THE SUGGESTION HIS 
TEAM IS STILL A YEAR AWAY. 


a commitment during the offseason. 
We're like a bunch of gym rats, with guys 
studying film, getting in extra lifts in the 
weight room, going beyond what’s 
required. We're doing whatever we can to 
not let last season happen again. We 
believe we're going to get it done.” 


a combination of lining up at tailback 
and sometimes in the slot,” said 
Williams, who also was the Hoosiers’ 
second-leading receiver last season 
with 33 catches for 360 yards. “I was 
pleased with my season. They got me 
the ball enough and we still managed 
fo spread it around.” 

Williams credits Randle El in part 
for helping him through his difficult first 
year in college. They were roommates 
and they shared a common bond — 
they both were ineligible to play in 
games. Randle El’s upbeat personality 
and positive attitude kept Williams in 
good spirits. 

Williams’ versatility has proven to 
be a valuable asset in Cameron’s 
diversified offense. 

“He continues to get bigger, 
stronger and faster,” Cameron said. 
“He’s running extremely well. We just 
have to make sure we continue to uti- 
lize him every way we can. He’s got 
a hands and he's a big target. We 

ave to expand our offense and create 
different ways to use him.” Q 


Cameron is putting special emphasis 
this year on the Hoosiers’ getting off to 
a good start. 

Last year, Indiana was 1-2 in non-con- 
ference action against Ball State, North 
Carolina and Kentucky. He doesn't want 
a repeat this year against North Carolina 
State, Kentucky and Cincinnati. 

“We had an opportunity to come out 
of our non-conference schedule with a 3-0 
record last year and we didn’t do it,” 
Cameron said. “Our non-conference 
schedule became the difference between 
us going to a bowl game or not.” 

Even though the Hoosiers are still 
a junior-sophomore dominated team, 
Cameron cringes at the suggestion his 
team is still a year away. 

“No way,” he said. “We weren't 
a year away last year, we just didn't get 
the job done. We could have won seven, 
eight or nine games. But we didn’t, and 
that's the bottom line. 

“We're the strongest we've been. 
We're the fastest we've been. Are we bet- 
ter? Well, we'll find out.” 

— Tom Kubat 
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For the lowa football team, it could 

very well be. 

lowa will be an improved football 
team in 2000. That's hardly going out on 
a limb. The Hawkeyes won only one 
game a year ago when they finished in 


i; two for 2000 too much to ask for? 


IOWA 


HAWKEYES 


wins in mind and all but admitted the 
Hawks won't contend for the Big Ten title. 
“We were a 1-10 football team,” Fer- 
entz said. “The first goal is a winning sea- 
son. Everybody in the Big Ten wants to 
win the championship. But first things first 
for us right now. We're just going to try to 


Kahlil Hill, who was suspended last sea- 
son for an unspecified reason. Hill, the son 
of former NFL star J.D. Hill, set an lowa 
freshman record with 35 receptions in 
1998 when he also returned two punts 
and a kickoff for touchdowns. 

Hill gives lowa a deep threat to go 


Hawkeyes’ Job is Scratching and Clawing 


last place in the Big Ten Conference with 
an 0-8 mark. 

But matching that one win, let alone 
doubling it, may be a difficult task. lowa’s 
12-game schedule includes seven teams 
that went to bowl games last season, an 
Ohio State team that didn’t and a Western 
Michigan outfit that was beaten in the 
waning seconds of the Mid-American 
Conference championship by Marshall. 

Four of lowa’s opponents were ranked 
in last season's final Top 10 and seven 
were in the Top 25. 

That's hardly the antidote for an ail- 
ing program that has lost 15 of its past 
16 games. 

“Anybody that’s looked at our sched- 
ule knows that we've got a great task in 
front of us,” lowa coach Kirk Ferentz said. 
“It should bring the best out of us.” 

Ferentz, a six-year NFL assistant coach 
who was lured back to lowa to replace the 
legendary Hayden Fry before last season, 
said he knows another 1-10 campaign 
won't sit well with lowa fans, who 
nonetheless showed up 55,000 strong for 
last season's finale against Minnesota. 

“| think it really speaks about the 
uniqueness of the fans we have,” said Fer- 
entz, who served as a Hawkeye assistant 
from 1981-89. “Believe me, I’m apprecia- 
tive of that and we don’t want to test the 
waters there again.” 

But Ferentz cautioned fans against 
expecting miracles. He is not heading into 
the 2000 season with a specific number of 


WIDE RECEIVER KEVIN KASPER IS A SENIOR 
WHO CAUGHT A TEAM-HIGH 60 PASSES FOR 
664 YARDS LAST SEASON. 

PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 
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keep it simple and keep improving. 

“As far as worrying about numbers, 
we're not going to do that. We're going 
to worry about that first (win). We want to 
get that first one as fast as we can.” 

lowa got it’s only win in its third 
game last season, a 24-0 shutout of 
Northern Illinois. Ferentz, who was 12- 
21 in three seasons as coach at Maine in 
the early 1990s, is still waiting for his 
second victory as a Division I-A head 
coach. 

“It would be nice if it came in August 
(against Kansas State and former lowa 
offensive coordinator Bill Snyder), but 
we'll play that one, give it our best shot 
and move on to the next one,” he said. 
“If you start looking ahead too far, you 
take away from what you're trying to do.” 

lowa has some talent, especially with 
the return of wide receiver/kick returner 


at a glance 


1 992s 1-10 Overall; 0-8 Big 10 (11th) 

COACM: Kirk Ferentz — At lowa: 1-10, 
| year; Overall: 13-31, 4 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 7 Offense 
8 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS PO WOATEM: WR/KR Kahlil Hill, 
RB Ladell Betts, QB Scott Mullen, WR Kevin 
Kasper, G Bruce Nelson, DT Jerry Mont- 
gomery, DE Aaron Kampman 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Kaniil Hill on 
offense and special teams, and Fred Barr 
on defense. Hill gives lowa a deep threat 
at wide receiver and was a dangerous kick 
returner two years ago, when last he 


along with possession wide receiver Kevin 
Kasper, a senior who caught a team-high 
60 passes for 664 yards last season. 

Senior Ryan Barton and junior Chris 
Oliver are experienced wide receivers 
that add depth. All four could be on the 
field at the same time when lowa runs 
out of the four-wide set it used occasion- 
ally last fall. 

The passing game will be in good 
hands if senior quarterback Scott Mullen 
recovers from a shoulder injury that kept 
him from throwing any passes during 
spring practice. Mullen took over at quar- 
terback in the season's seventh game and 
passed for 1,415 yards and five touch- 
downs. In his first start, he threw 60 
Passes, completing 36, for 426 yards in 
a 38-31 loss to Indiana. 

“I'll feel a lot better when | see him 
zipping the ball,” Ferentz said of 


played. Barr, a linebacker, was lowa’s best 
defensive player by the end of last season, 
and he was only a freshman. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The sec- 
ondary is untested; the offensive line is 
young; and depth at most positions is 
inadequate. 

OVEN WIE. With a schedule that features 
seven bowl teams from a year ago, the 
Hawks may be hard-pressed to duplicate 
their one win of last season. Progress will 
be measured by coaches watching game 
films, not on the scoreboard. 
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AWKEVES RECRUITING 


Name / PosiTion Size HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Coutece Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / CowEeGe 
ALLEN, Michael OL 6-3, 320 Dundee, MS Northwest Mississippi JC MICKENS, Aaron FB/DE 5-10, 235 Copperas Cove, TX Copperas Cove | 
Junior college All-American @ All-District # Prep All-State @ All-Region # Three-year Wwo-way starter Three-time third-team All-State @ Three-time second-team All-Conference @ Helped team to 19-5 record in final 
two seasons @ Averaged 100 yards rushing per game and 6.5 yards per carry in five games as a fullback # 
BABINEAUX, Jonathon FB 6-2, 235 Port Arthur, TX lincoln Two-time team captain @ Ran on sprint relay team in track @ Competed for power lifting team. | 
All-Conference @ Played linebacker and defensive end # Averaged 40 yards per punt # Team captain, } 
PICKENS, Derrick DL 6-2, 280 Houston, TX Kilgore (TX) JC 
| BELL, Kelvin DT 6-2, 310 Olive Branch, MS Olive Branch Junior college All-American @ All-Conference Team Most Valuable Player Had nine quarterback sacks as. a 
All-District @ All-County @ Three-year Wwo-way starter sophomore @ Had 75 tackles, including 25 for loss, in nine games @ Prep All-State @ All-Conference # As a 
prep senior, had 100 tackles, including 25 for loss, and nine quarterback socks. 
BODIFORD, Charlie LB 6-2, 225 Miami, FL South Dade 
Second-team All-County # As a senior, had 139 tackles, including 62 solo, 10 quarterback sacks, five fumbles ROBINSON, Derrick DE 6-5, 260 Minneopolis, MN De La Salle 
caused, Iwo fumbles recovered, two extra point attempts blocked, one field goal blocked and one punt blocked All-State @ Second-team Best in the Midwest # Two-time All-Conference @ Hod 104 tackles, 13 quarterback 
@ Had 67 tackles, eight quarterback sacks, four fumbles recovered and three fumbles caused as a junior. sacks, 16 passes broken up and three fumbles caused as a senior @ Helped basketball team to state champi- 
onship as a junior Member of golf and track teams 
HARALSON, Aramis DB 6-3, 185 Fort Lauderdale, FL St. Thomas Aquinas 
| All-State @ All-County @ Helped team to state championship @ Had 80 tackles as a senior @ Team captain # RUSSELL, Fred RB 5-9, 170 Romulus, Ml Milford Academy (CT) 
| Runs 4.5 in 40-yard dash # Lettered in basketball, volleyball and track Enrolled for spring semester @ Averaged 175 yards rushing per game at Milford @ Two-time prep All-State # 
Two-time Team Most Valuable Player # Set Michigan records for touchdowns in a season and career @ As a 
HOLLOWAY, Warren WR 5-10, 175 Homewood, IL Homewood-Floosmoor senior, had 2,473 yards rushing and 44 touchdowns @ Hod 5,087 career yards rushing and 85 touchdowns # 
All-State @ All-Conference  All:Area # Honorable mention All-State as a junior # As a senior, had 46 recep: Twortime team caplain @ Runs 4.28 in 40-yord dash @ Lettered in football and track. 
tions for 727 yards and four touchdowns @ Returned three kickoffs for touchdowns in junior and senior seasons 
@ Team captain @ Runs 4.3 in 40-yard dash Competed in sprint events for track team. | SANDERS, Demond DB 5-8, 200 Erie, PA Cathedral Prep 
All-State as a senior @ Third-team All-State as a junior @ Two-time All-Conference # Helped team to state cham- 
JACKSON, Tony TE 6-3, 248 Ypsilanti, Ml Willow Run | pionship game @ Hed 1,100 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns as a senior @ Team captain. 
All-Metro Two-time All-Conference @ Had 30 receptions for 390 yards as a senior @ Team captain All | 
State in track @ Holds school records in shot put and discus @ Lettered in basketball, | SAPP, Benny DB 5-10, 175 Fort Lauderdale, FL Boyd Anderson 
Honorable mention All-State  All-County # As a senior, had five interceptions @ Blocked two fiekl goals in 
JONES, Jhante WR 6-2, 170 Fort Lauderdale, FL Piper overtime win @ Had three interceptions and two touchdown returns as a junior # Team captain @ Lettered in 
All-County as wide receiver and return specialist @ As a senior, had 26 receptions for 592 yards and Iwo touch | football, wrestling, volleyball and track. 
downs @ Team captain # Lettered in football, basketball and track. 
THORN, Andy TE 6-5, 255 Waterford, Ml Mott 
KAEDING, Note K/P 60, 165 Coralville lowa City West Detroit Free Press second-team All:Metro @ All-County @ All-Conference @ Helped teom to first-ever state play- 
All-State as a senior @ Third-team All-State as a junior # Two-time All-Conference @ Helped team to consecutive off berth @ Played tight end and defensive end @ Had 25 receptions for 450 yards and six touchdowns as a 
state championships @ Hit 152 of 156 career extra point attempts and 20 of 32 field goal attempts for 212 | senior @ Had 68 tackles and three quarterback sacks @ As a junior, had 19 receptions for 270 yards and three | 
career points Longest field goal was 50 yards @ Had career punting average of 40.9 yards, touchdowns @ Lettered in football, basketball, baseball and track. | 
LEWIS, George LB 6-2, 230 Fort Lauderdale, FL Dillard WEBB, Scott DL 6-2, 280 Sigourney lowa Central JC 
Second-team All-State # Two-time All-County # As a senior, had 100 tackles, 10 quarterback sacks and three Junior college All-Region # Two-time prep All-State @ Three-time prep All-District @ Four-year letterman in foot- 
fumbles recovered @ Had 115 tackles, eight quarterback sacks and six fumbles recovered as a junior Lettered ball @ Three-year letterman in wrestling and track @ Won two league championships in shot put @ Won two 
in football, track and wrestling. conference wresiling championships Won state wrestling championship as a senior. 
| LEWIS, Jermelle RB 5-11, 175 Bloomfield, CT Bloomfield WORTHY, Kevin LB 6-2, 240 Attalla, AL Etowah 
The Sporting News All-American # Ranked No. 6 running back nationally by Rivals 100.com # Gatorade Con- Tworttime All-Stote @ Three-time All-Region # Area Defensive Player of the Year @ Finalist for Alabama's Mr, 
necticut Player of the Year @ Two-time All-State Three-time All-Conference @ Helped team to three straight Football @ Helped team to state championship # Team captain @ Four-year letterman in football @ Three-year 
| state championships # Had 4,000 yards rushing and 54 touchdowns in two-year career, letterman in basketball. 


"LOOK AT-THE HAWKEYES 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


( 1-10 0-8) PASSING Aug. 26 — at Kansas State* 
f NAME Att Comp Yaros Pct TD Int SNe 
Zi Nebraska 42 Mullen 226 126 1415 558 5 7 Sept. 9 Western Michigan | 
Reiners 93 5] 580 54.8 1 1 
Sept. 16 —_ lowa State 
10 lowa State 17 __ RUSHING P Tae 
te ME Yaros AV Sept. 23. at Nebraska 
24 Northern Illinois 0) Yaros Ave lo 1D P 
; Sept. 30 at Indiana 
3 Michigan State 49 Mullen 48 114 2.4 14 4 — 
Thein ie ES Oct. 7 Michigan State 
7 Penn State 31 ‘A ae 
; RECEIVING > ae —2 Oct. 14 at Illinois 
21 Northwestern 23 Vine AUG Oc. 21 Ohio State 
. Kasper 60 664 W.1 33 } 
3] Indiana 38 Yamini 26 eC Ee ne? 1 | Oct. 28 Wisconsin 
; Oliver 26 S09. 11i9ien ns a2 (0: | 
n Ohio State 4) Thein 24 207) 186 40) a Nov. 4  atPenn State 
24 Illinois 40 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 1]. Northwestern 
ni r Tackies: Bowen 109; Kampman 103; Barr 74; Pospisil 70 ; 
3 Wisconsin Al Interceptions: Holman 3; Bowen 1; Hall 1; Stockdale | Nov. 18 at Minnesota 
F QB Sacks: Pospisil 6; Herron 4; Cole 3; Brown 2. > A . oms + 
21 Minnesota 25 Tacrts For Loss: Pospsl 9; Bowen 7; Brown 7; Cole 7, | Eddie Robinson Classic; Kansas City 
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Mullen, who was suffering from impingement syndrome in his 
rotator cuff. 

“I'm not really that concerned,” Mullen said last spring. 

“My arm is getting better. | know the offense. I’m in the meet- 
ings. | know what's going on.” 

Waiting is nothing new for 
Mullen, who passed for only 333 
yards in his first two seasons. He 
did not complete a pass in lowa’s 
first six games last season and 
played sparingly while Randy Rein- 
ers and Kyle McCann battled for 
the job. 

Backing up Mullen will be 
McCann, a junior who led lowa in 
passing two seasons ago as a fresh- 
man. He started the first two games 
last season, then disappeared on 
the bench when Mullen emerged. 
Behind McCann are sophomore 
Nick Whisler and redshirt freshman 
Jon Beutjer. 

“| think we're happy with the 
way both (McCann and Beutjer) 
progressed,” Ferentz said. 

lowa has a bevy of running 
backs, led by junior Ladell Betts 
who gained 857 yards last season 
and has 1,536 for his career. Back- 
ing him up are junior Robbie 
Crockett, sophomore Siaka Mas- 
saquoi, redshirt freshman Aaron 
Greving, freshman prep school 
transfer Fred Russell and freshman 
Jermelle Lewis. 

It won't matter who's running 
the ball if the line does not improve. 
lowa averaged only 93.5 rushing 
yards last season, ranking near the 
bottom nationally. 

That stat didn’t sit well with Fer- 
entz, a former offensive line coach. 

“I don’t think you're going to 
win championships throwing 60 
times a game,” he said. “It may 
happen, but it’s a hard way to 
travel. We want to have a good 
running game. | don’t think you can 
win consistently without being able to control the ball.” 

The offensive line was the main concern, but Ferentz said he 
feels comfortable with the unit this season. Four starters return 
with sophomore Bruce Nelson leading the way at left guard. Nel- 
son, who started all 11 games last season, was a third team 
Freshman All-American pick by The Sporting News. 

“We probably have six or eight guys that can play for us right 
now, whereas last year, we weren't really sure where we were,” 
Ferentz said. 

Other returning starters are junior tackle Alonzo Cunningham, 
sophomore guard B.J. Van Briesen and sophomore Eric Steinbach, 
who was shifted from guard to center. A.J. Blazek, who started 
five games at center, also returns for his senior season. 

The biggest boost the offensive line could receive is if junior 
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IOWA HAS A BEVY OF RUNNING BACKS, LED BY JUNIOR 
LADELL BETTS WHO GAINED 857 YARDS LAST SEASON AND 
HAS 1,536 FOR HIS CAREER. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


Ben Sobieski returns at tackle after missing last season following 
shoulder surgery. He started 11 games at tackle in 1998 and 
played extensively as a freshman in 1997. 

“Ben’s progress will determine a lot of things,” Ferentz said of 
possible position changes within the offensive line. “He’s cer- 
tainly a capable performer. He 
would have been our most experi- 
enced guy going into last season.” 
Tight end is one of the most inexpe- 
rienced positions on the team, but 
one that shows great promise. Red- 
shirt freshman Robert Gallery has 
filled his 6-7 frame out to 280 
pounds and “he runs pretty well,” 
Ferentz said. 

Ferentz emphasized speed 
on defense, switching linebackers 
Aaron Kampman and Howard 
Hodges to defensive end from 
inebacker, and shifting speedy 
Tim Dodge from wide receiver 
to cornerback. 

The secondary is the biggest con- 
cern on defense. Ferentz said it is 
“kind of like where we were with 
the offensive line last year.” 

The Hawks graduated starting 
cornerbacks Tarig Holman and Joe 
Slattery, and strong safety Matt 
Bowen. Junior free safety Shane 
Hall is the only returning starter, 
although junior safeties Matt 
Stockdale and D.J. Johnson have 
starting experience. 

Junior Mikkel Brown, senior Cam 
Smith and Dodge are expected to 
battle for the jobs at cornerback. 
Linebacker appears to be a strength 
with sophomore Fred Barr and junior 
Mike Dolezal. Barr played as a true 
freshman last year and finished with 
74 tackles. That earned him third 
team All-American honors from The 
Sporting News. Dolezal had 34 tack- 
les in a reserve role. Senior Derrick 
Davison and junior R.J. Meyer are 
capable backups. 

Despite an abundance of juniors 
and seniors, the defensive line is relatively inexperienced. Thus 
the moves of Kampman and Hodges. 

Kampman, who started all 11 games at linebacker and had 
103 tackles, tops among lowa’s returnees, has made a smooth 
transition to defensive end. 

“The thing that made him a good football player last year and 
is continuing to make him a good football player is he gives great 
effort,” Ferentz said of Kampman. “His attitude is tremendous. 
He's all about winning. He’s all about giving your best. To me, he 
personifies what you're looking for in a football player.” 

Ferentz said shifting Kampman to linebacker allows the 
Hawks to better utilize his athleticism. At 265 pounds, Kampman 
also could be shifted inside from time to time, Ferentz said. 

“His athleticism at that position has been knocked up a cou- 
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HAWKEYES SPRING ROSTER SPRING UPDATE 


Pos. Ctass Hr. . HOMETOWN No, NAME Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN | owa coach Kirk Ferentz still had not 
76 Som Aiello Oo of 65 310 Carol Streom, IN 73 Shawn Koronda Oo s 62 255 Sun Proirie, WI signed a contract by the completion 
47 Jeremy Allen oe 1240 dionopis, IN 55 Willlock O. So 63 255 Noro Springs of spring drills. 
7 Joson Baker Bi Se S95 arta z Andy Lightfoot APS = 284 Des Plaines, IL Bia heuer hac iried abontie 
38 Fred Bor 1B So 62-230 -Plantaon, FL 13 lsooe light DB So OS 20S Fin Mi ears : Ar a 
88 Ryan Barton WR Se & 1184 Newon 32. Sicko Massoquoi RB «So. S11 200 Evenston, | It'll get done, Ferentz said. “We have 
46 lodel Bets Rk «S11 210. Be Springs, MO 4 Kyle McCann 8k «65. 210 Credon an agreement. 
16 Jon Beujer QB fr | 65 190 Wheaton, 16 Greg Meloughin —«PK~S«Se~=—«S:10. 190 Woleroo The agreement states Ferentz will be 
52 AJ. Blazek OL St 62 284 Wichita, KS 57 Beion Meidinger O Fr 66 300 Councl Babs paid around $550,000 annually and he has 
| 28 AL Bogon DB So 59185, M 30 Roger Meyer Bk 63255 Rock Ropids been drawing that amount since taking 
4 Scot Boleyn DB So. S11 195 Dubuque 59 Jahn Mickelson DK fr 65 235 WestDes Moines over the program in December, 1998. 
. a ~ ~ = Ss ios “ ae ~ : - = are The holdup concerns a buyout clause 
81 Maurice Brown, WR Fr 62 210 Ft louderdole, FL 90 John Morscheiser, TE So 6&4 245 — LoSolle, Il ne the event Ferentz a fired ols leaves for 
Mikkel Brown DB ke S10 190 GlenRock NI 18 Scot Mulen  & 66 220 loning hk aa job. er 
26 Jeff Buch DB Sr «60-205. Keystone 72. Bruce Nelson Q % 64 25 tm $a concern for any coach, he said. 
2. Rony Burrer BS 64 0 kwaGly 84 Ramon Ochoa WR fr 510 20 ae CA “The only time I’ve been worried in my 
| 40. Edger Cervantes t Fr. = 3.245. Maywood, CA 28 Cody OHore Oh ok 64 25 Wovely career was when I went to Cleveland. I had 
66 Eric Chinander OQ SS 60 280 Allison 6 Chris Oliver WR or 62 205 — Flossmoor, IL a one-year contract and a 30-year mort- 
44° Dallas Clork 8 So 64 235 livermore 23 Jon Omotole Bb So 6-4 230 — Flossmoor, IL gage in Cleveland and 27-year mortgage in 
90 Jored Clauss DL Fr «= 5) 280 West Des Moines 3 Derek Poge! 0 So 61 20 Aoinkeld Maine. 
94 Colin Cole Oo &2 300 Ploniotion, FL 45 Henry Pollio FB & 62 245 Mondale, NJ “ ‘ 
15 Rbbie Crockett RB k 60 207 Botte Creck, Mi 73 Dovid Porter XM sk 67 35 beleville, 2 I learned to just coach football and 
TRE rT CS TN RY ATT Taare Gm cea i things will work out fine. I'm just worried 
37 Derrick Davison B 62 230 Cincinnati, OH 36 Scolt Rothke B 60 235 lowa City about us doing well. 
55 Adom Densmore OL fr 64 290 Bouder, CO 2 RebberoRicors 0B. «+59 (190 Mlowd Ferentz hired lowa City West High 
1 Tim Dodge 0B ok S10 180 Beit 71 Eric Rowell OL fr 63295 Meforlnd, NI School coach Reese Morgan as the 
39 Mike Doleeo Bk 63240 Mchiomed, MN Fred Russell RB Fr S817 _bnhse, Hawkeyes recruiting coordinator. Morgan, 
56 Derek Duehr B Fr &1 220 Dubuque 1 Cameron Sith 0B S& 511 180 Chinobills, CA 49, took a program that had lost 35 
ae a ea pS EDS 5, A straight games and turned it into a three- 
Et eee ee he ss SES NN time state champion. Morgan is expected 
22 John Gockman PK Fr 510 165 Cool City, 89 Matt St, Germain ol Ir 62 250 Cedar Rapids 7 ‘ iv 
2d). Acton Griig belie SIN caON Aes AuGha sea ae ae to help the Hawks reclaim their recruiting 
10 Shane Holl DB ok «© S11 (190 Bunsvle, MN 56 Eric Steinbach OL 67 255 New Lenox base in Iowa. 
14 Ryon Honsen DB OS 61 (195 lowaCiy 21 Matt Sockdole D8 ok 510 190 lowofals Lester Erb is also new on the Hawkeye 
49 Tory Helns DL fr «= & 2255. Chicago, Ik 60. Christoph Trappe OL k 63-295. Dusseldorl, Germany staff, coaching receivers and special teams. 
20 Hugo Herrera RS 59192 Tone, Mexico 84 Pete Traynor OL Fr G1 235. Mbon, WI Offensive coordinator Ken O’Keefe added 
99 Anthony Herron OL Sr 6&5 280 Bolingbrook, It 76 John Traynor Oo Fr 61 235 Milton, WI quarterback coach to his duties. 
2 Kohd Ha WR ok 63185 lowo Ciy 83 Kyle Trippeer TE Se &4 255 Los Cruces, NM lowa had coaching clinics for high 
59 Brion Hobbs OE Fr 61 235 Woukee 77 BJ. Von Brieven OQ 63 WO George school coaches in three cities — Des 
95. Howard Hodges DL fr 62 225 Copperas Cove, TX 12 Nick Whisler @ S 63 25 lowoGy p ‘ : 
61 Joson Hoveland OL So 65 22 Rowky 2 Don Wilioms WR So 62 185. Midothion, VA Moines, Sioux City and Davenport — 
35 Erik Jensen TE fr 63-242 Appleton, M 41 Vincent Wilson DB So 510 185 Piscataway, NJ during May. 
19. DJ. Johnson DB «510 185. Noperve, I 97 \eNor Woods BS 63 25. brweod * Iowa's offensive line was dinged 
54 AoronKompmon DL k= A260 Kesey during the spring game when starting 
87 Kevin Kasper WR S& 61 190 Burridge, Rosser cod deph chat subjects change guard B.J. Van Briesen suffered a left knee 


injury. He is expected to recover in time 


1 for fall drills. 
2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART sean cornerback Tim Dodge, 
OPAL SB ee ee 


a former wide receiver, was burned by Kahlil 
Hill for a touchdown during the spring 


QB Scott Mullen, ye McCann, Jr Aaron Kampman, Jr ay O'Hare, Jr game. Cam Smith, battling Dodge fora 
RB _—_Ladell Betts, Jr*/Robbie Crockett, Jr DT Jerry Montgomery, Jr*/Jared Clauss, Fr : ; 
FB Jeremy Allen, Jr/Henry Pollio, Sr DT — Colin Cole, So/Kory Borchers, Fr comerback spot, intercepted a Jon Beutjer 
| WR Kahlil Hill, Jr/Ryan Barton, Sr | DE Anthony Herron, Sr*/Howard Hodges, Fr pass and returned it for a touchdown. 
WR Kevin Kasper, Sr*/Chris Oliver, Jr OLB LeVar Woods, Sr*/Jon Omotola, So 2 Kyle McCann and Beutjer took all the 
TE Robert Gallery, Fr/Kyle Trippeer, Sr | MLB Mike Dolezal, Jr/R.J. Meyer, Jr } snaps during the spring game. McCann, 
iT Alonzo Cunningham, Jr*/Ben Sobieski, Jr WLB Fred Barr, So*/Derrick Davison, Sr a former starter, completed 17 of 21 
LG Bruce Nelson, So*/Pete Traynor, So | cB Mikkel Brown, Jr/Robbertto Rickards, Sr passes for 177 yards and a touchdown. 
C Eric Steinbach, So*/A.J. Blazek, Sr CB Tim Dodge, Jr/Cam Smith, Sr | Beutjer completed 16 of 22 passes for 207 
RG _B.J. Van Briesen, So*/Andy Lightfoot, So | | SS Ryan Hansen, Sr/D.J. Johnson, Jr* yards and a touchdown. Beutjer also scored 
RT David Porter, Jr/Sam Aiello, Fr FS Shane Hall, Jr*/Matt Stockdale, Jr” | a touchdown on a four-yard run. 
PK Nate Kaeding, Fr/Greg McLaughlin, Sr | | P Jason Baker, Sr*/Ryan Molinaro, Fr | — Mike Koolbeck 
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KAHLIL HILL, RAN BACK TWO PUNTS AND 
A KICKOFF FOR TOUCHDOWNS TWO 
SEASONS AGO, EYES A BIG RETURN 

FROM HIS SEASON-LONG SUSPENSION, 


ple of notches from where he was in the 
linebacking crew,” Ferentz said. “I think 

he's going to make some offensive line- 
men work, That’s what it’s all about as 

a defensive player.” 

Kampman will battle for playing time 
with junior Cody O'Hare at one end spot 
while senior Anthony Herron, just one of 
two three-year lettermen on lowa’s team, 
is at the other end. Herron started all 11 
games last season, but was a physical 
wreck by the end of the season. 

“We never saw in the fall the Anthony 
Herron we saw in the spring,” Ferentz 
said. “So, if we can develop some depth, 
one of our goals will be to make sure 
we're getting good snaps out of Anthony 
and not get him to where he’s beaten into 
the ground.” 

That's a goal for the entire defensive 
line, which also has a potential standout in 
junior tackle Jerry Montgomery, who had 
49 tackles, including four for loss, Colin 
Cole, who played as a true freshman last 
season, is the likely starter at the other 
tackle spot. Backing them up are redshirt 
freshmen Kory Borchers and Jared Clauss. 

“A real key to being successful defen- 


2000 


IOWA 


Hill Returns to the Field A New Man 


he reason Kahlil Hill was sus- 

pended for the 1999 season has 

never been disclosed. It’s not 
important, both Hill and lowa coach 
Kirk Ferentz said. 

“IF | chase yesterday, Ill miss 
tomorrow,” said Hill, who set an 
lowa freshman record with 35 recep- 
tions in 1998. “I’m treating the past 
like a defensive back. I’m trying to 
leave it behind.” 

“What's important is how you react 
to a situation,” Ferentz said. “He’s paid 
his penalty and all of us are focused on 
the year 2000.” 

How did Hill react to the suspen- 
sion? 

“| think | was suspended a boy, but 
I'm coming back a man,” said Hill, who 
redshirted in 1997 and thus lost a year 
of eligibility last fall. He practiced with 
the scout team, but was not in uniform 
for any games. “I lost a year, but | still 
have two good ones left. I’m bigger, 
stronger and faster than | ever was.” 

Hill, the son of former NFL star J.D. 
Hill, admitted he initially felt a few 


sively is being able to rotate people and 
keep them where they’re fresh and can 
keep playing aggressively. It’s tough to 
play 70 snaps, and sometimes our 
defense was out there, especially early in 
the season ... wow. That's where depth 


| ERENTZ CAU- 
| TIONED FANS 
| AGAINST EXPECT- 
ING MIRACLES. HE 
IS NOT HEADING INTO THE 
2000 SEASON WITH A SPE- 
CIFIC NUMBER OF WINS IN 
MIND AND ALL BUT ADMIT- 
TED THE HAWKS WON'T 
CONTEND FOR THE BIG TEN 
TITLE. 


pays off for you.” 

lowa returns punter Jason Baker, 
a three-year starter who averaged 42.3 
yards per kick last season. He has two of 


pangs while watching from the stands 
as his teammates played. 

“At first it was a hile frustrating, 
but then it became a time to reflect on 
who | am,” Hill said. “People get 
caught up in things, like (thinking) a 
football player is who you are. Actu- 
ally, football is just something | do for 
an hour or two on Saturday. | got to 
really get to know myself and put some 
things in perspective. Now | can bal- 
ance them both. 

“My goals never changed. My goal 
is to get to the next level. But it did 
make me put some things into perspec- 
tive that were very important. Educa- 
tion and just living are definitely more 
important.” 

Hill, who ran back two punts and a 
kickoff for touchdowns two seasons 
ago, said he knows what would be his 
ideal return to the game. 

“Taking three to the house against 
K-State, that would be the perfect 
return,” he said, then paused for a 
moment. “Me being on the field? That's 
the perfect return.” Q 


the longest punts in lowa history, 79 and 
76 yards, 

The Hawks must find a kicker to 
replace Tim Douglas, who was only 12 of 
22 in his career, but tied an NCAA record 
when he booted three field goals of 50 
yards or more in a 1998 game at Illinois. 
Senior Greg McLaughlin, who has only 
one field goal and one extra point to his 
credit, will receive stiff competition from 
incoming freshman Nate Kaeding, who 
prepped at lowa City West High School. 

Ferentz said he is anxious to put 
last year behind him and that he feels 
more comfortable heading into his sec- 
ond season. 

“Last year, everything was new,” he 
said. “We had our coaching staff; we were 
new to each other; and we were new to 
our football team. 

“Any job I’ve ever taken, it’s always 
been a lot easier, a lot more comfortable, 
going through it the second time around. 
You have a better handle, not only on 
your job, but all the things around you. 

“Are we out of the woods yet? 
| doubt it.” 

— Mike Koolbeck 
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he team wore blue-and-gold, not 

maize-and-blue. And it had horns, 

not wings, painted on its helmets. But 
any time Michigan junior quarterback Drew 
Henson caught the Super Bowl champion 


St. Louis Rams’ in action last season, he saw 
an offense that reminded him a whole lot of 


MICHIGAN 


WOLVERINES 


all-everything performer at nearby 
Brighton (Mich.) High School, to be the 
quarterback of the immediate future when 
he arrived in Ann Arbor in 1998 with the 
nation’s No. | recruiting class. 

Henson competed for two seasons 
with veteran Tom Brady for the starting 


He split first-half time with Brady in 
the Wolverines’ first seven games last sea- 
son, and wound up playing in 10 games 
overall. He played well enough to earn 
starts in the second halves against Syra- 
cuse and Michigan State. He hooked up 
with senior Marcus Knight for the third- 


Henson Sees Michigan Offense as ‘Super’ 


the one he'll direct this fall. 

The Rams boasted tons of talent at 
wide receiver, an experienced offensive 
line and a running game that kept 
defenses honest. Ditto for the Wolverines 
in 2000. 

“Like the Rams, we have some 
weapons,” Henson said. “I'd like to see us 
get to the point that if we need to score 
or we need to control the ball, we can do 
it in a lot of different ways. St. Louis is 
a perfect example of that.” 

The notable difference, obviously 
beyond the levels of play, is at quarter- 
back. The Rams won it all with Kurt 
Warner, a former Arena League and NFL 
Europe player of whom little was 
expected. The Wolverines will try to do 
the same thing with Henson, a two-sport 
star of whom just the opposite is true. 

Many UM fans expected Henson, an 


at a glance 


1999: 10-2 Overall; 6-2 Big Ten (T/2nd) 

COACH: Lloyd Carr — At Michigan and 
Overall: 49-14, 5 seasons 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 2; 6 Offense, 
5 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Anthony 
Thomas, OLs Jeff Backus and Steve 
Hutchinson, WRs David Terrell and Mar- 
quise Walker, QB Drew Henson, LB Victor 
Hobson, FS Cato June, PK Hayden Epstein 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offense 
can throw anywhere on the field or 
pound it on the ground. Kicker Hayden 


position, but never was able to unseat 
him. Henson did earn more quality play- 
ing time than any backup in recent mem- 
ory. Finally, the No. 1 job is his. 

“It's pretty much up to me now, and 
that’s been a long time in coming,” he 
said. “If anything, my own expectations 
for myself are even higher than when 
I first got here. | have two years left, and 
there is a world of things | want to get 
done. Basically, | spent my first two years 
learning what it takes. Now it’s: Let’s go 
and get it done.” 

Henson has played in 18 of UM's 25 
games the past two seasons. He com- 
pleted 68 of 137 pass attempts (49.6 per- 
cent) for 800 yards, six touchdowns and 
three interceptions. He said he believes he 
is a lot better prepared than most quarter- 
backs taking over as a starter, because he 
has logged so much quality playing time. 


Epstein is outstanding. The secondary, hit 
hard last season by injuries, is one of the 
deepest areas on the team. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Much poten- 
tial, but little experience on the defensive 
line. Return teams have been a sore spot. 

OVERVIEW: The offense is talented and 
potentially explosive, but it must remain 
healthy. But, to win the Big Ten champi- 
onship and have a shot at the national 
title game, U-M must quickly rebuild and 
improve its defense. 
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longest passing play in school history — 
an 81-yard touchdown strike at MSU. 

“No doubt my experiences have been 
good for me,” he said. “There were times it 
wasn't easy. The adversity I’ve had to over- 
come to get to this point will prepare me 
for other tough times and make me appre- 
ciate this job opportunity. If] had walked in 
and had this job handed to me, | probably 
wouldn't appreciate it the way | do now.” 

There's another big reason Henson 
appreciates his job: Like the Rams’ 
Warner, he is complemented by quality 
players, from senior tailback Anthony 
Thomas to junior wide receivers David 
Terrell and Marquise Walker to a talented 
group of tight ends to a experienced 
offensive line. 

“We have more skilled talent coming 
back than, not just any Michigan team I’ve 
seen, but any college team | can remem- 
ber,” he said. “You can match up our skill 
guys with anyone in the country, and no 
one will have more speed, athleticism and 
height than we do.” 

Because of that and because the UM 
defense must replace so many key play- 
ers, Henson believes that the UM offense 
must be prepared to score early and 
often. He said the Wolverines learned last 
season that when they played games with 
a sense of urgency, they could score in 
a hurry. He said the offense must have 
that mindset from its opening possession, 
not just in situations when the team is 


DREW HENSON BELIEVES HE IS A LOT BETTER 
PREPARED THAN MOST QUARTERBACKS 
TAKING OVER AS A STARTER, BECAUSE HE HAS 
LOGGED SO MUCH QUALITY PLAYING TIME. 
PHOTO BY TOM HAUCK / ALLSPORT 
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OLVERINES*REGRUITING : 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Couece 
BAAS, David OL 6-6, 305 Sarasota, FL Riverview 

As a senior, graded 92 percent on blocking assignments. 

BELL, Calvin WR/DB 6-2, 190 Simi Valley, CA Simi Valley 
Returned a punt 65 yards for a touchdown as a senior. 

BENTON, Reggie RB 6-2, 190 Grand Blanc Grand Blanc 


Four-year starter @ Had 1,995 yards and 3] touchdowns, averaging 8.9 yards per | 
carry, as a senior. 


BRACKINS, Timmy RB/DB 5-10, 185 Plaquemine, LA St. John 
Helped team to two consecutive state playoffs Had 3,000 career rushing yards # 
As a senior, had 1,260 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns, 


CASSEUS, Emmanvel LB 6-3, 230 Montreal, Quebec Vieux Montreal 
Rated No. 5 player in Canada @ Outstanding speed. 
CHRISTOPFEL, Andy OL 6-4, 285 Cincinnati, OH Elder 


Three-year starter # Rated among top blockers in the Midwest Region. 


COMBS, Zia WR/DB 6-1, 175 Lexington, KY Clay 
Played wide receiver, cornerback and punt returner. 
CURRY, Markus DB 6-0, 185 Bishop Gallagher 


Harper Woods 
As a senior, had 52 receptions for 800 vio ohd nine touchdowns Had 56 tackles 
| and five interceptions # Finished third in 400-meter dash at state track meet, 


| DUDLEY, Kevin FB 6-1, 220 Brookville, IN Brookville 
Three-year starter at linebacker Holds all school defensive tackle records # Had 
1,173 yards rushing and 20 touchdowns as a senior @ Had 149 tackles # Had 
1,200 yards rushing as a junior and 1,100 yards rushing as a sophomore. 


Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN 


Hic ScHoot / Cowece 
FISHER, Jim TE 6-6, 225 Huron, OH Huron | 
All-State defensive end @ Played quarterback as a senior # Had 1,342 yards passing | 
and 14 touchdowns with 50 percent completion average # Had 100 tackles aa 
seven quarterback sacks @ Played tight end for one series and scored a touchdown # 
Played tight end as a junior. 


| GASTON, Jeff OL 6-5, 280 Oradell, NJ Bergen Catholic | 
Two-year starter @ Helped team to 2,100 yards rushing and second consecutive state | 

| championship. | 

GONZALEZ, Jermaine QB 6-3, 195 Orchard Lake St. Mary's 

As a senior, completed 132 of 198 passes for 2,489 yards and 29 touchdowns @ Did 

not throw an interception @ Led team to state championship. 


|KASHAMA, AloinDE 6-4, 235 Montreal, Quebec VieuxMontreal 
eed aes prospect by analyst Bobby Burton # Ranked among top players in | 
| Canada. 


KAUFMAN, Zach LB 6-2, 225 Claremont, CA Claremont 
Had 120 tackles, three quarterback sacks and two interceptions as a senior. 


MANNING, Roy LB 6-4, 220 Saginaw Saginaw 
| Started at outside linebacker and tight end @ Expected to play defense at Michigan. 


PERRY, Chris RB 6-2, 218 Fork Union, VA Fork Union (VA) Mil. | 
| Had 2,752 yards rushing and 43 touchdowns on 269 carries last season Averaged 
10.2 yards per carry. 


| 


STEVENS, Larry LB 6-4, 230 Tacoma, WA Woodrow Wilson 
Had 48 tackles, four interceptions, including two returned for touchdowns, and 10 
passes broken up as a senior # Had 500 yards rushing and six touchdowns Had 


| 40 receptions for 705 yards and eight touchdowns @ Expected fo play outside line- 
ECKER, Tyler TE 6-7, 230 El Dorado Hills, CA El Dorado Hills backer tor Michigan. 


As a senior, had 3] receptions for 645 yards and nine touchdowns Had 70 tackles | 
TAYLOR, James WR 6-3, 180 Garfield Heights, OH Garfield Heights 


and five quarterback sacks, 
As a senior, had 65 receptions and scored 15 touchdowns. 


| 
} 


FINLEY, Adam PK 6-3, 220 Greenwood, IN Center Grove 
Averaged 41 yards per punt as a senior # Made four of five field goal attempts, | 
including one br 47 yards Made 29 of 30 extra point attempts # USA Today hon- 


orable mention All-American in baseball @ Played first base and pitcher. 


WELLS, Kolby LB 6-4, 235 Summerfield, FL Belleview 
Had 149 tackles and 12 quarterback sacks as a senior # Expected to play middle 
linebacker at Michigan # Member of volleyball team. 


AWOOGKATHHEWOLVERINES 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


Z S fn os PASSING A Sept. 2 Bowling Green | 
, p g 
NAME Art Comp Yarps Pcr TD Inr | 
26 Notre Dame 22 Brady 295 180 2217 61.0 16 6| | Sept. 9 Rice 
Henson 89 46 546 51.7 3s 2) 
37 Ri 3 
= RUSHING Sept. 16 at UCLA 
18 Syracuse 13 NAME No Yaros Ave lc 1D iat 
Siam aMiecontin 16 Thomas 2831257, 4A 606 | Sept. 23 at llinois 
Terrell 5 89 «17.8 45 1| : : 
38 Purdue 12 Askew 23 ZOO aS a | Sept. 30 Wisconsin 
rir Cross 30 67 2.2 8 0 
31 Michigan State 34 Decades Oct. 7  atPurdue 
29 Illinois 35 ~Yaros Ave Lc 1D ; 
Oct. 14 Indiana 
34 fadiang 31 Terrell 61 888 14.6 46 4 
| Knight 36 766 21.3 ~«=8i1 é Pe 
37 Northwestern 3 Walker 31 331 10.7 37 2 Oct. 21 Michigan State 
| Shea 31 239 ae 3 
31 Penn State D7. DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 4 — atNorthwestern 
24 Ohio State 17 Tackies: Gold 83; Hendricks 72; Jones 72; Whitley 58. Nov. 1] Penn State 
ORANGE BowL INTERCEPTIONS: Patmon 3; Whitley 2. 
| | QB Sacks: Hall 7; Gold 4; Jones 3; Williams 3; Foote 3. * 
35 Alabama (OT) 34 | Tackes For Loss: Jones 11; Hall 11; Williams 11; Gold 10. | Nov. | 8 at Ohio State 
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down late in a game. 

- UM rallied in the fourth quarter for late-season wins against 
Indiana, Penn State and Ohio State, and it very nearly pulled out 
the two back-to-back games it lost in October: at Michigan State 
and to Illinois. 

But the Wolverines were at their most devastating and most 
explosive in the Orange Bowl, where they twice overcame 14- 
point deficits to pull out a 35-34 win over Alabama in overtime. 
In that game, Brady threw for 344 yards and hooked up with Ter- 
rell on touchdown passes of 27, 57 and 20 yards. By the time the 
Wolverines were in position to score their fourth touchdown, Tide 
defenders were so pre-occupied with the pass that Thomas was 
able to score standing up. 

Ultimately, the Wolverines were able to defeat Alabama 
because they drastically altered their offensive philosophy. They 
went into the game determined to establish the run against a 
Crimson Tide defense stacked to stop it. Once the Wolverines fell 
behind by two touchdowns, they scrapped the running game in 
favor of an all-out passing attack. Once they did that, Alabama 
could not stop them. 

“When Plan A doesn’t work, you have to try Plan B,” U-M 
quarterbacks coach Stan Parrish said following the bowl game. 
“Fortunately, we had the ability to go to Plan B.” 

UM's talent ensures that will not change in 2000, but Parrish 
will have a greater say in how it might happen. With the depar- 
ture of Mike DeBord, who became head coach at Central Michi- 
gan, Parrish also assumes the role of offensive coordinator. 

The wide receivers are outstanding. The 6-3 Terrell demon- 
strated with his three-touchdown, MVP performance in the bowl 
game that he is a game-breaking wide receiver in the mold of for- 
mer Heisman Trophy winner Desmond Howard. When Alabama 
went to double coverage on Terrell in the second half, the 
Wolverines turned to his classmate, Marquise Walker, who 
wound up with six catches. 

UM's tight ends were a question last season because of their 
youth and inexperience, but by the end of the ‘99 season they 
were an integral part of the passing attack. Fourth-year junior 
Shawn Thompson hauled in what proved to be the game-winning 
touchdown pass against Alabama. 

The Wolverines are determined to make Plan A work better 
than last season. UM's offensive philosophy is predicated on 
establishing the run, but the Wolverines averaged just 121.8 
yards a game on the ground — their worst total since 1962. 

UM appears to have all the ingredients necessary to improve 
the run. The offensive line, led by fifth-year seniors Jeff Backus, 
Steve Hutchinson and David Brandt, returns virtually intact. 

Senior tailback Anthony Thomas toyed briefly with the idea of 
jumping to the NFL, but came back to finish his degree. Depth 
was an issue last season, but Thomas will get help from sopho- 
more Justin Fargas (who sat out last season while recovering from 
a broken leg) and redshirt freshman Ryan Beard. 

As Henson suggests, the offense might have to deliver points 
by the bunches to pick up the slack for a young defense. The 
Wolverines must replace six starters: All-American nose tackle 
Rob Renes; defensive tackle Josh Williams; rush linebacker James 
Hall; inside linebackers lan Gold and Dhani Jones; and strong 
safety Tommy Hendricks. All are expected to have NFL careers. 

UM's linebacking corps is deep. Third-year sophomore Victor 
Hobson returns at outside linebacker. Junior inside linebackers 
Larry Foote and Eric Brackins both had considerable playing time 
the past two seasons. 

There is some uncertainty along the defensive front. Fifth-year 
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SENIOR TAILBACK ANTHONY THOMAS TOYED BRIEFLY WITH THE IDEA 
OF JUMPING TO THE NFL, BUT CAME BACK TO FINISH HIS DEGREE. 


PHOTO BY JOE ROBBINS 


senior tackle Eric Wilson is the lone returning starter. Redshirt 
freshman Grant Bowman is expected to start at nose tackle, and 
third-year sophomore Dan Rumishek has stood out at end. The 
tush linebacker spot is such concern that UM coaches moved red- 
shirt freshman Shantee Orr down from linebacker and junior Evan 
Coleman across from fullback. 

UM's secondary was so hard-hit last season by injuries and 
opposing quarterbacks that UM coach Lloyd Carr called his defen- 
sive backs “The Suspects.” He’ll need to find a new nickname this 
season, because the secondary as a group is possibly the deepest 
area on the team. 

Starting cornerbacks James Whitley, a senior, and Todd 
Howard, a junior, are backed up by second-year players, Brandon 
Williams and Jeremy LeSueur. LeSueur missed nearly all of last 
season with a knee injury. Safeties DeWayne Patmon and Cato 
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71 Kurt Anderson OL kk 4 273 Glenbrook, i 
44 DeveAmsrong «FBS. G37 _Daylestown, PA 
35 BJ. Askew RB So. 63.206 Cincinnati, OH 
79 Je Backus O Sr 6:6 = 298-— Norcross, GA 
G4 SephenBaker BS «So. G1 234 Veley Seam, NY 
29. Ryon Beord RB Fr «5:9 207 Houston, TX 
9 Ronald Bellamy WR So 60 170 NewOrleans, LA 
90 Norman Boebert DL fr 65S 249 Peoria, AZ 

60 Gront Bowman D fr 61267 -_—Blodklick, OH 
34 Phil Brobbs PK SoG «180 Midland 

5] Eric Brockins wi sb 62 233 Pigeon Forge, IN 
45 Phillip Brackins OB Fr 6-4 199 Pigeon Forge, TN 
67 Dovid Brandt OL Ss 64 297 erison 

65. Andy Brown OL fr 62 293 Grond ledge 
9 Tyrece Bier WR So 63196 _Indionopalis, IN 
39. Even Coleman FB ok ~=— 60252 --Houston, TX 

8 Wolter Cross Rk «S11 201 Washington, MD 
33. Brent Cummings RB Fr «= 511177 Belding 

26 Julvs Curry $ So 60 186 Debit 

63 P.Cwoyna MBs S-11 215 Grond Ropids 
45 Jef Del Verne KS «S11 200 Syhanio, OH 
15 Trevis DeMeester G8 So 63 200 _ Ludington 

73. Joe Denay OQ S 67 2 BoyCiy 

13 ColDiggs (Bf G1 253. Worren, OH 
24 Charles Droke RB So. 61_—(183_Los Angeles, CA 
89 Deitan Dobu TE So 63 255. Fobrevile, Quebec 
25 Hayden Epstein PKIP k= 2200 Corel, CA 
34 Justin Forgos RB So) S187 Ekin, CA 

17. lorry Foote Bok GT 226 eto 

36 Bob Froumann iB br 63 220 Deerfield, IL 
$5 Kyle Froelich Ol So 63 297 Okemos 

99 Joke Froysinger DE Sr «664 278 Growelle 

82 Joe Ghonnom Pfr «60176 Farmington 

78 Jonathon Goodwin Oo os 64 290 Columbio, SC 
7 Drew Henson OB ot 64 218 Brighton 

6 Vidor Hobson OB So 6&1 235 Mi Lourel, NI 
3° Todd Howard CB odr = 510-180 Bolingbrook, Ik 
80 Tommy Hu PFN 205-—Belewwe, WA 
76 Steve Hukchinson OL Se 5-298 Coral Springs, FL 
4 Tommy Jones WR Sr 58 = 167 Lonsing 

83 Bennie Joppry TE So 64 247 Woyzok, MN 
28 Anhony Jordon 1B ok = 60215 Sersey City, NI 
2 Coto hme CB So. G1. 213 Washington, DC 
12 Mike Koseltz GB Fr «A198 Grosse Pointe City 
62. Brodie Kilion OB k 63 230  Dearbom 

97 Shawn lazorus DE So 63 267 ConalFulton, OH 


Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 

21 Jeremy LeSueur DB Fr «= 6-0 ~—s«185—Hally Springs, MS 
37 Michoel Manning G sk 62 203 Worcester, MA 
72 Ben Mast Oo ds 64 291 Massillon, OH 
14 Andy Mignery QB Fr = 63-230 Hamillon, OH 
70 Jeremy Miller OUIS Jr 60 +238 ~— Swanton, OH 
62 Courtney Morgan OL Fr 62 = Hd Los Angeles, CA 
56 Dwight Mosley 1B = 1235. Fort Wayne, IN 
69 Todd Mossa OQ bk 63 296 Donen, CT 
49 Kirk Moundros FR So) 62227 Farmington Hills 
38 Bloke Nos DBS 60 180 Lansing 
16 John Novorre Bf «66 228 Cudahy, 
53 Shantee Orr B fr &1 226 Detroit 
28 Scott Ponique FB So) 5-10 258 = Santa Ang, CA 
77 Tony Pope OL fr = 6 )=—-293— Clarendon Hills, It 
15 DeWoynePoimon FS Sr._-~«&0 «190 Son Diego, CA 
57 Dave Pearson OL fr 62 249 — Brighton 
95 Dave Petruzielo DE So 64 280 Mentor, OH 
29 Aaron Richards WR Jt 58 170 Reading 
61 Gory Rose Oo os 64 275 Quinnesec 
4 Eric Rosel Té Jt «©6663 232 Liberal, KS 
92 Dan Rumishek DL So 63-261 Addison, Ik 
23. Cory Sorgent P«& ~—-&3. 29 Souhlyon 
46 Andy Sechler OB S 61 233 UnionCiy 
81 Bil Seymour TE Jr «63 = 285 Gronger 
50 Joe Sgroi 1B So S11 204 Phymouth 
22 Jon Shaw RB Fr «= S1) 186 Coral Springs, Fl 
13 Brion Smalls DB So |= 56 159 Williamsburg, VA 
16 Rudy Smith WR os 63 212 Knonville, TN 
74 Demeterius Solomon OO ok 66 280 Flint 
42 John Spytek i) Fr 63 218 — Pewoukoo, WI 

1 David Terrell WR ok 63 208 — Richmond, VA 
32 Anthony Thomos RBS $2 225  Winnkeld, LA 
84 Shawn Thompson TY. de 64 255 Saginaw 
30 Tod Von Pel RB So 510 178 Ovose 

4 Marquise Wolker WR oJ 63 202 Syracuse, NY 
63 Eric Womer a & 65 293 Brighton 

6 Jonathon West Oo os 511 192 Centerline 

5 Jomes Whitley CB Se = S11 188—Norfolk, VA 
12 Beandon Willicns DB So |= 511-167 Omaha, NE 
14 Dan Wilicoms @ SS 60 190 Temperance 
54 Maurice Willicms Ol & 65 297 Detroit 
94 Enc Wilson > 64 285 Monroe 
68 John Wood DL So 64 260 Cincinnati, OH 
61 Cyle Young NT Jr = 60-274 Springlield, OH 


Roster ond depth chart subject to change 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Drew Henson, Jr/John Navarre, Fr 
FB BJ, Askew, So/Dave Armstrong, Jr 
RB Anthony Thomas, Sr*/Justin Fargas, So 
David Terrell, Jr*/Tyrece Butler, Fr 
Marquise Walker, Jr/Ronald Bellamy, So 
TE Shawn Thompson, Jr*/Bennie Joppru, Jr 
\T Jeff Backus, Sr*/Tony Pape, Fr 
LG Steve Hutchinson, Sr*/Ben Mast, Jr 
e David Brandt, Sr*/Eric Warner, Sr 
RG Jonathon Goodwin, Jr/Joe Denay, So 


RT Maurice Williams, Sr/Demeterius Solomon, Fr 


PK Hayden Epstein, Jr* Jeff Del Verne, Sr 


ae ee | 
DE —_ Dan Rumishek, So/Shawn Lazarus, So 
DT Eric Wilson, Sr*/Dave Petruziello, So 

NT — Grant Bowman, Fr/Gary Rose, Jr 
RLB Shantee Orr, Fr/Evan Coleman, Jr 

ILB Larry Foote, Jr/Anthony Jordan, Jr 
Eric Brackins, Jr/Carl Diggs, Fr 
Victor Hobson, So*/John Spytek, Fr 
CB = James Whitley, Sr*/Jeremy LeSueur, Fr 
cB Todd Howard, Jr*/Brandon Williams, So 
ss Julius Curry, So/Charles Drake, So 

FS Cato June, So*/DeWayne Patmon, Sr 

P —_— Hayden Epstein, Jr/Cory Sargent, Sr 


SPRING UPDATE 


ichigan’s secondary was so 

prone to giving up big plays 

last season that coach Lloyd 
Carr started calling his defensive backs 
“The Suspects.” The nickname should be 
history because the secondary is stocked. 

Starting cornerbacks James Whitley 
and Todd Howard return, as does free 
safety Cato June. With veterans DeWayne 
Patmon and Julius Curry and second-year 
players Jeremy LeSueur, Brandon 
Williams, Charles Drake and Jon Shaw 
providing competition, Carr expects the 
secondary to be the strength of the 
defense. 

This season's suspects could be the 
defensive linemen. 

“As a fifth-year senior, I take it person- 
ally,” said Eric Wilson, the only returning 
defensive line starter. “Many people don't 
have faith in this line, but I'm not worried.” 

Wilson, redshirt freshman rush line- 
backer Shantee Orr, redshirt freshman 
nose tackle Grant Bowman, and third-year 
sophomore defensive end Dan Rumishek 
are the projected starters. 

¢ The key opening on offense is at 
fullback. Sophomore B.J. Askew moved 
from tailback at the start of spring, while 
third-year sophomore Dave Armstrong 
made the move from the defensive line late 
last season. 

“The versatility of Aaron Shea is diffi- 
cult to replace,” Carr said. Shea was a 
fourth-round draft pick of the Cleveland 
Browns. 

¢ Third-year sophomore Justin Fargas 
and redshirt freshman Ryan Beard are 
expected to solidify the tailback position 
behind senior Anthony Thomas. 

Fargas, who did not play last season 
after breaking his leg in the 1998 Wiscon- 
sin game, was held out of all contact drills 
this spring. 

“In terms of what Justin's been able to 
do, he’s looked good,” Carr said. “There's 
no rush. Gradually, he’s coming back. I’m 
confident he'll be ready to go.” 

e Junior wide receiver David Terrell 
said he would do whatever he could to 
work out during the summer with quarter- 
back Drew Henson, who spent most of it 
playing Double-A baseball with the Nor- 
wich (Conn.) Navigators, a New York 
Yankees’ farm team. 

“We'll meet up. We'll work out. He’s 
got enough money to fly me in,” Terrell 
said of Henson, who received a $2 million 
signing bonus with the Yankees three 
years ago. 

— dim Cnockaert 
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DAVID TERRELL DEMONSTRATED 
IN THE BOWL GAME THAT HE IS 
A GAME-BREAKING WIDE RECEIVER IN 
THE MOLD OF FORMER HEISMAN TROPHY 
WINNER DESMOND HOWARD. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


June alternated starts, and Julius Curry also 
has experience. Plus, second-year tail- 
backs Charles Drake and Jon Shaw both 
switched to safety. 

“When guys like Renes and Hall and 
Jones and Gold stepped in three years 
ago, people were wondering whether 
they could do the job,” Carr said. “They 
proved they could, and this group is 
going to get the same chance. That's part 
of the fun of being a coach: You get to see 
the young develop. There is a lot of 
potential with this group.” 

Junior Hayden Epstein gives the 
Wolverines a tremendous weapon on 
kicks and punts. He tied a school record 
with a 56-yard field goal last season at 
Michigan State, and 63 of his kickoffs 
have been touchbacks the past two sea- 
sons. He’s averaged 40.1 yards a punt in 
two seasons. 

Terrell, Curry and sophomore wide 
receiver Ronald Bellamy will audition to 
handle punt returns. Both Thomas and 
junior Walter Cross have kickoff return 
experience. 

But the Wolverines’ success this sea- 
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Terrell on a Roll After Breakout Bowl 


iming isn’t everything, but it 
| heb Michigan junior wide 
receiver David Terrell in this sea- 
son’s Heisman Trophy race. 

Terrell saved his finest 1999 perfor- 
mance for last. In the Orange Bowl, he 
had the national stage to himself. 

He was a one-man comeback in 
UM’s 35-34 win over Alabama. He set 
personal bests with 10 receptions for 
150 yards and three touchdowns, 
earning game MVP honors. 

He caught touchdown passes of 27 
and 57 yards to help erase a 14-0 
deficit. Later, with U-M down 28-14, he 
caught five passes for 57 yards, includ- 
ing a 20-yarder for a touchdown. 

“| knew | had it in me,” Terrell said. 
“David is a tremendous athlete,” 
UM defensive backs coach Teryl Austin 
said. “He’s fast, he runs extremely well 
and he reacts well. He’s everything you 

look for in a defensive back.” 

Terrell saw spot duty at defensive 
back last season, except against Purdue, 
when he played more cornerback than 
wide receiver and helped shut down the 


Boilermakers’ explosive passing game. 


son will likely hinge on the success of the 
offense, which puts a lot of pressure on 
Henson's shoulders. 

He follows Brady and Brian Griese, 
two heady quarterbacks. 


LTHOUGH HE WON'T 

HAVE A QUARTERBACK 

WITH EXPERIENCE AND 
SENIORITY TO PUSH HIM, HENSON SAID 
HE IS MOTIVATED BY THE KNOWLEDGE 
HE'S COMPETING IN THE BIG TEN 
AGAINST SOME OF THE NATION'S BEST 


QUARTERBACKS. 


Although he won't have a quarterback 
with experience and seniority to push him, 
Henson said he is motivated by the knowl- 
edge he’s competing in the Big Ten against 
some of the nation’s best quarterbacks. 

He said he also is motivated by the 
team’s two losses last season: at Michigan 


Terrell probably will get less action 
on defense this season because the 
Wolverines are deeper in the sec- 
ondary. That will give him the opportu- 
nity to concentrate on receiving and on 
special teams, where he is likely to 
return punts. 

Ah ig eg coaches i oi ey 
everything they can to get him the ball. 
“You ears give hin the ball as 

much as you can,” UM junior quarter- 
back Drew Henson said. “But we have so 
much talent that | don’t have to force it. 

“He'll be the first to say he’s a Heis- 
man candidate, but that’s his personal- 
ity,” Henson said. “He might say 
something stupid and fale you mad, 
but you can’t help but like him. 

“What | respect most is that he had 
a hard life growing up, but got through 
that. What he’s done on the field is a 
testament to his drive and motivation.” 

Which bodes well for the UM 
offense. 

“| just want to get a national cham- 
pionship,” Terrell said. “If you work 
hard, ening can happen.” 


That includes winning the Heisman. Q 


State and against Illinois. The loss to MSU 
was especially difficult to swallow, Hen- 
son said. He said the Wolverines keep a 
sign in their locker room to remind them 
every day that the Spartans won the battle 
for state supremacy last season. Henson 
said he has amends of his own to make; 
his third-quarter interception was one of 
the game's turning points. 

“It’s more than that,” he said. “After 
the game, knowing we lost up there, the 
way they celebrated, how much it meant 
to them ... that’s the biggest thought that 
| take from that game. | won't forget that, 
and | know our team hasn't. It’s those lit- 
tle things that keep your motivation up. 

“(But) motivation doesn’t just have 
to come from within the team. | am 
pushing myself against the other quarter- 
backs in the Big Ten. From here, it's 
‘what can | do each day to beat Michigan 
State? What can I do to help this team 
get back to the Rose Bowl?’ It’s that kind 
of motivation that | can concentrate on 
now. It’s what am | going to do now and 
let’s go from here.” 

— Jim Cnockaert 
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ichigan State finally overcame 
its knack for being ordinary, but 
can the Spartans keep from 


reverting back? 

State was in a big rut, winning five or 
six games in six of the previous seven 
years before breaking through for a 10-2 


MICHIGAN STATE 


SPARTA 


Thompson), along with their starting quar- 
terback (Bill Burke). They lost 28 seniors, 
including two first-round picks (Burress 
and Peterson) and seven players in all that 
were selected in the NFL draft. 

Some programs are used to reloading 
after these things happen following a big 


that. We don’t want to be seen as a team 
that’s lost it all. We want to build from last 
year. We're doing whatever it takes to be 
that Big Ten championship team.” 

The offense will rely heavily on Duck- 
ett (606 yards rushing, 10 touchdowns 
as a freshman), who planned to drop 


Spartans Try to Prove They Aren’t One-Year Wonders 


season. The Spartans beat several big- 
time programs along the way — Michi- 
gan, Ohio State, Penn State, Notre Dame 
and Florida (Citrus Bowl). It was their first 
10-win season since 1965. 


Now, they have to try to back that up, 


show they weren't just a one-year won- 
der, But it won't be as easy because the 
schedule reverses — road games against 
Michigan, Ohio State and Penn State, all 
in the final five weeks of the season. 
Bobby Williams showed he can rally 
the troops for a game. His players 
responded impressively after former 
coach Nick Saban’s sudden departure 
before the Citrus Bowl. But Williams, 41, 
has never been a head coach or even a 
coordinator before. He spent 10 years as 


Michigan State’s running backs coach, and 


will have to prove himself. 

He has already won over the fans. 
They quickly became enamored with 
Williams, perhaps partly showing their 
resentment toward Saban at the same 
time. The fans even chanted Williams’ 
name — “Bob-by. Bob-by. Bob-by” — 
at basketball games. 

So far, it’s been “a honeymoon,” 
Williams said. 

That honeymoon might end soon. 
The Spartans lost their top two receivers 
(Plaxico Burress and Gari Scott) and their 
top three pass rushers (Julian Peterson, 
Robaire Smith and Hubert “Boo Boo” 


THE TOP PLAYMAKER ON THE DEFENSE IS 
LINEBACKER T.J. TURNER, WHO SCORED 
THREE TOUCHDOWNS LAST SEASON 
(TWO ON FUMBLE RETURNS, ONE ON 
AN INTERCEPTION RETURN). 

PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
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season. Michigan State isn't. 

“It’s sort of a rebuilding process for 
us,” Williams said. 

By no means have the Spartans lost 
everything. Not even close. 

Sophomore T.]. Duckett (6-2, 255 
pounds) could be the next Ron Dayne, 
a similarly punishing tailback in the physi- 
cal Big Ten. Quarterback Ryan Van Dyke, 
a junior, won't enter the opener against 
Marshall on Sept. 9 without a clue 
because he received some game experi- 
ence during each of his first two years. 
The defense returns three players who will 
be starting for the third straight year — 
cornerback Renaldo Hill and linebackers 
Josh Thornhill and T.J. Turner. 

“It's going to be a challenge because 
we lost a lot of great players,” Hill said. 
“But other people on the team realize 


at a glance 


1999: | 0-2 Overall; 6-2 Big Ten (T/2nd) 

COACH: Bobby Williams — At Michigan 
State and Overall: 1-0, 1 year 

| RETURNING STARTERS: | 2: 5 Offense, 

6 Defense, Punter 

| PLAYERS TO WATCH: 78 TJ). Duckett, 
TE Chris Baker, TE lvory McCoy, WR 
Charles Rogers, OB Ryan Van Dyke, LB TJ. 
Turner, LB Josh Thomhill, CB Renaldo Hill, 
P Craig Jarrett wir 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Spartans 
will run Duckett behind an offensive line 
that includes three returning starters. T_J. 
Turner and Josh Thornhill are one of the 


a little weight during the summer to 
improve his quickness. 

The effectiveness of the running game 
will be especially important with a new 
quarterback and unproven receivers. 

Van Dyke played in 11 games his first 
two years, completing 54 of 99 passes for 
746 yards and six touchdowns with four 
interceptions. 

“It's been a long time coming,” said 
Van Dyke, a highly touted high schoo! 
quarterback who got a lot of publicity as a 
freshman. “The last couple years have been 
very humbling. I've grown up. I’m ready.” 

His backup will be either highly-rated 
freshman Jeff Smoker or redshirt freshman 
Dan Larlham, who ran an option attack in 
high school. 

Van Dyke better stay healthy, at least 
until Smoker learns the system and gets 


SPARTANS 


Big Ten’s best linebacker duos. Craig Jar- 
rett can punt effectively. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Ryan Van 
Dyke will have to throw well enough that 
defenses can’t load up to stop Duckett. 
The kicking game is a mess. The defense 
could miss the leadership of strong safety 
Aric Morris. 

OVERALL: The Spartans could go 5-0 and 
Still struggle for a winning season. But, a 
strong start might carry them to another 
New Year's Day bowl. There are a lot of 
unknown factors as Williams enters his first 
season. 
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ARTANS* RECRUITING 


SIZE HOMETOWN 


HiGH ScHool / CoueGE 


Nane / Position 


| BROWN, Dominick 1B 6-4, 230 Lansing Sexton 
All-Midwest Region # Ranked No. 7 in Michigan by Detroit Free Press @ Area Defensive 
Player of the Year @ Three-year starter # As a senior, hod 159 tackles and three quarterback sacks. 


BURNS, Brian RB 6-4, 225 I nce, OH Independence 
PrepStar All-American # SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ Two-time All-State # Division Offensive Player of the 
Year Had 1,733 yards rushing and 31 touchdowns as a senior # Had 4,615 career rushing yards. 


COOPER, James TE 6-3, 210 St. Louis, MO Hazelwood East 
i All: Midlands Region @ Rated No. 76 player nationally by ESPN.com @ As a senior, had 41 receptions 
for 780 yards and 10 touchdowns. 


DORTCH, Tyrell RB 5-11, 195 Hoboken, NJ Hoboken | 
ranked No. 2 running back in the Eastem Region and No. 8 running back nationally @ Rated No. 7 

running back nationally by SuperPrep # Two-time All-State # Three-year starter @ Had 2,605 yards rushing 

and 32 touchdowns as a senior @ As a junior, had 1,730 yards rushing and 25 touchdowns. 


DOWDELL, Damon QB 6-2, 190 Detroit Henry Ford | 
PrepSiar All-American and rated No. 5 quarterback in Midwest Region @ Ranked No. 9 player in Michigan by | 
Detroit News @ As a senior, completed 112 of 199 passes for 2,001 yards and 23 touchdowns 
DUKES, Clifford 1B 63,235 Lexinglon Pork, MD Greot Mills 
Ranked No. 13 player in Mid-Atlantic Region by Si # Hod 105 tockles, including 56 solo and eight for 
loss, two interceptions, four fumbles caused and three fumbles recovered as a senior, 


FAIRROW, Jeremy DB 6-1, 197 Evansville, IN Evansville Central | 
| PrepStar All-American @ SuperPrep All-Midwest Region # Rated No. 16 player in Midwest Region by Detroit 
| Free Press @ Ranked No. 2 player in Indiana by The Midwest Football Recruiting News @ Two-time All-State. 


peated Seats Mise ser tli iielages Goines abel 

and SuperPrep Al-Midwest Region @ Ranked No. 11 player in Michigan by Prep F Report @ 
AllSkae @ All-Mro # Thre-fime Teom Mos! Vohible Player # Thvee-yeor sorter @ Hod 1,585 yards rushing 
and 15 touchdowns as a senior # Had 126 tackles. 


HARMON, Jason DB 6-0, 185 Ironton, OH Ironton 

| All-State District Offensive Player of the year District Defensive Player of the Year as a junior @ As a senior, 
had 1,500 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns @ Had 24 receptions for 640 yards and seven touchdowns # 
Had 112 tackles and six interceptions @ Played four positions and returned kicks. 


JACKSON, Quentin OL 6-7, 320 College Park, GA Fork Union Mil. 
PrepStar All-SEC Region @ The National Recruiting Advisor rated among the top offensive linemen in the South | 
est Region @ Graded 80 percent in blocking assignments as a senior. 


62,215 


UTTLEIOHN, Bradshaw LB 6-2, 246 Gaffney, SC Gattney 

PrepStar All-American and All-Mid-Atlantic Region, rated No. 4 athlete in the region Prep Football Report All- 
Americon @ SuperPrep All:Mid-Atlantic Region, ranked No, 9 player in South Carolina @ Rated No. 14 tight 
end nationally by Rivals 100.com @ All-State @ As a senior, completed passes for 702 yards. 

MARES RodeickDB 60,170 Darot CTech edt 
SuperPrep and PrepSior All-Mi Region @ The Detroit News ranked No. 11 player in Michigan @ All-State | 
4 All-Metro @ Four-year starter @ Had 46 tackles and 11 interceptions, returning three for ra ee | 


NaAwe / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CoLtEGe 
McLAURIN, Jeremiah DB 6-0, 180 Saginaw Saginaw | 
PrepStar All-American, rated No. 24 player in Midwest Region # Ranked No. 53 player in Midwest Region by 
SuperPrep @ Detroit Free Press rated No. 13 player in Michigan @ All-State @ Three-year storter. 


| MULUNDER, Luc TE 6:4, 235 Mississauga, Ontario Heights 

| Ranked No. 3 player in Canada by scout Ron Dias Two-time All-Star # Leo Receiver of the Year # 
Enrolled for spring semester Two-year starter @ Had 24 receptions for 605 yards and six touchdowns os a 
senior @ Scored three touchdowns rushing. 

| POOLE, Sean OL 67, 285 Flint Flint Central 


pat All-American, rated No. 32 offensive lineman nationally @ All-American, ranked No. 6 
offensive lineman in Midwest Region @ Rated No. 13 offensive lineman nationally by Rivals!00.com # Ranked 
No. 29 player in Midwest Region by Football Recruiting News @ All-State Three-year starter. 


ROGERS, Charles WR 6-4, 195 Saginaw Saginaw 
SuperPrep rated No. 8 and No. 3 receiver nationally, and No. 1 player in Midwest Region @ Ranked 
No. 2 receiver nationally and No. 1 player in Midwest Region by PrepStar # Detroit Free Press rated No. 1 


player in Michigan @ Three-time All-State @ Three-year starter @ Hod 40 receptions for 760 yards. 


SIAS, Jesse DL 6-3, 305 Dallas, TX Kimball 

SuperPrep All-Southwest Region, ranked No. 89 player in Texas @ PrepStar All-Midland Region @ Second-teom 
All-State # All-District @ All-Area District Defensive Player of the Year # As a senior, had 60 tackles and 12 | 
quarterback sacks, 

SIMMONS, Lonnie DL 65, 265 Columbus, OH Northland 

PrepStar All-American, rated No. 6 defensive lineman in Midwest Region @ Ranked No. 66 player in Midwest 
Region by SuperPrep @ All-State @ All-District @ Two-way starter @ Had 80 tackles as a senior. 

SMOKER, Jeff QB 6-4, 190 Manheim, PA Manheim Central 


PrepStor rated No. 3 quarterback nationally and No. 4 player in Eastem Region @ SuperPrep All-Northeastern 
Region, ranked No. 3 quarterback nationally @ All-State @ As a senior, completed 150 of 235 passes (63.8 
percent completions) for 2,458 yards and 26 touchdowns with only seven interceptions. 


| 

| TAPUIN, Greg DL 6-4, 255 Hollywood, FL Hallandale 

PrepStar All-Southeast Region Ranked No. 19. defensive lineman in Florida by BlueChips illustrated # All-State 
| @ All-County @ Had 65 tackles, 11 quarterback socks, 18 pressures, eight passes broken up, two 
| fumbles caused and wo fumbles recovered as a senior # Had 69 pancake blocks os starting offensive lineman. 


WHITFIELD, Dwight DL 6-3, 275 St. Louis, MO Vashon 

SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 12 defensive lineman in Midlands Region  PrepStar All-American @ Two- 
year starter @ Had 42 quarterback sacks in wo seasons, including 19 as a senior @ As a junior, led state in 
quarterback sacks with 23. 


pel William a 6-5, 320 ee ise ot Pisces ee 
PrepStar and SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ Ranked No. 1 player in Indiana ond No. 43 player in Midwest 
Region by Midwest Football Recruiting News @ Three-year starter at offensive tackle. 


YEASTER, Greg DL 6-1, 265 Montrose Montrose 

SuperPrep All-Midwest Region, rated No. 77 player in the region @ PrepStar All-Midwest Region # Ranked No. 
88 player in Midwest Region by Midwest Football Recruiting News # Deiroit Free Press rated No. 22 player in 
Michigan @ All-State $lhisaecr starter @ Hod 18 quarterback sacks as a senior. 


ArLOOK-AT-THE- SPARTANS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


(10-2, 6-2) PASSING Sept. 9 Marshall 
NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD_ Int 
27 Oregon 20 Burke 312 173 «2214 55.4 20 18 Sept. 16 — at Missouri 
ite Van Dyke 36 21 393 58.3 4 0 
5] Eastern Michigan 7 
| 9 RUSHING Sept. 23. Notre Dame 
23 Notre Dame 13 NAME No Yarvs AvG 
7 Illinois 10 TEE Tipe Ri 99 50 42 o| | Sept. 30 Northwestern 
Duckett 118 606 5.1 55 10 
49 lowa 3 Foster 39 197, 5A a) Oct. 7  atlowa 
a? Flowers 25 135 5.4 30 0 
34 Michigan 31 RECEIVING Oct. 14 Wisconsin 
28 Purdue 52 Yarps AVG 
Oct. 21 at Michigan 
10. Wisomin | ee 
23 Ohio. Sigie 7 | Scott 30 483. 16.1 80 6 | Oct. 28 Illinois 
Clemons 16 75 47 17 0} 
34 Northwestern DEFENSIVE LEADERS | Nov. 4 at Ohio State 
35 Penn State 28 | Tacns: Morris 132; Newsome 92; Peterson 82. Novethiy © Pardes 
Citrus BowL INTERCEPTIONS: Turner 5; Morris 2; Smith 2; Campbell 2. 
. QB Sacks: Peterson 15; Smith 8; Thompson 7; Wright, T. 5. 
37 Florida 34 Tackues For Loss: Peterson 30; Smith 14; Morris 12. | Nov. | 8 at Penn State 
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some experience. 

Larlham was nicknamed “Doug Flutie, 
Jr.” by his teammates because he likes to 
scramble. But he doesn’t appear ready to 
play in the Big Ten. 

If Van Dyke struggles at all, the State 
fans could quickly jump on Smoker's 
bandwagon. Van Dyke has been on the 
other end of that before, and he’s ready 
for whatever happens. 

“If Bill (Burke) could put up with it for 
two years, so can I,” Van Dyke said of 
having the fans favor a hot-shot recruit 
over the starter. 

Senior Lavaile Richardson (five recep- 
tions for 91 yards, no touchdowns) and 
junior Herb Haygood (11 receptions for 
145 yards, one touchdown) were the third 
and fourth receivers last season, and nei- 
ther emerged as a potential go-to guy 
during spring practice. The Spartans 
moved speedster Shawn Foster from tail- 
back to receiver. 

There's a large void to fill because 
Burress and Scott combined for 96 recep- 
tions for 1,625 yards and 18 touchdowns. 
Scott was also the team’s No. 1 punt 
returner, a role now being handled by 
Foster. 

Williams is counting on freshman 
receiver Charles Rogers (6-4, 190) to 
play a big role immediately. Some ana- 
lysts rated Rogers the nation’s top high 
school player. 

“We lost two pretty good wide 
receivers, but we think he (Rogers) is 
going to have an impact,” Williams said. 

Van Dyke might hook up more with 
his top two tight ends than he does his 
receivers. The Spartans will use a two- 
tight end formation much of the time to 
take advantage of junior Chris Baker (6-3, 
255) and senior Ivory McCoy (6-3, 235). 
For players their size, Baker has great 
hands, McCoy great speed. 

“We're always kind of lingering in the 
background,” McCoy said of himself and 
Baker. “If nothing's open, (Van Dyke) can 
look for us. We'll catch the ball for him.” 

They also create a mismatch the Spar- 
tans plan to exploit frequently. Most 
safeties aren't big enough to handle ath- 
letic tight ends like Baker and McCoy, and 
most linebackers don’t have enough 
speed to cover them. 

Baker had 38 catches and four touch- 
downs last season. McCoy (13 receptions, 
two touchdowns) could be ready for a 
breakthrough season. He had a tendency 
to drop passes the last two years, but it 
appeared during spring drills that he had 
corrected the problem. 


2000 


“Blocking comes natural for me,” 
McCoy said. “I knew catching was an area 
I needed to work on.” 

Said Williams: “He’s definitely 


RYAN VAN DYKE PLAYED IN 11 GAMES HIS 
FIRST TWO YEARS, COMPLETING 54 OF 99 
PASSES FOR 746 YARDS AND SIX TOUCH- 

DOWNS WITH FOUR INTERCEPTIONS. 
PHOTO BY JOHN F, GRIESHOP / SCHWARTSMAN SPORTS. 


improved it. He is a weapon. He has out- 
standing speed.” 

The top playmaker on the defense is 
linebacker T.J. Turner, who scored three 
touchdowns last season (two on fumble 
returns, one on an interception return). 

The Spartans want to give Turner a 
role similar to what Peterson did for them 
last year as a pass rusher. Peterson con- 
stantly disrupted the offense and made 
big plays. Turner was moved from middle 
linebacker to Peterson's strongside line- 


backer spot during the spring. Turner also 
could move to defensive end in passing 
situations like Peterson often did. 

Thornhill moved to middle linebacker, 
creating an opening at weakside line- 
backer for Drew Young, who was a safety 
and didn’t get much playing time last sea- 
son (two tackles in eight games). 

Young, a junior college transfer, will 
be in his second and final year at MSU. 
Many juco players need a transition year 
before they make a significant contribu- 
tion. He is 6-3, 222 pounds, a little under- 
sized for the position — but Young covers 
a lot of ground in a hurry. 

“He’s been a pleasant surprise,” 
Williams said. “We'd like him to be a little 
bigger, but he’s got very good speed. 
This is a good position for him. He can get 
to the football.” 

MSU's front seven was a rock last sea- 
son when the Spartans ranked fifth in the 
nation in rushing defense. Tackles Josh 
Shaw and Jace Sayler, who combined for 
106 tackles, will be responsible for contin- 
uing that type of dominance by stopping 
the run up the middle. 

One of the Spartans’ biggest holes 
to fill will be replacing kicker Paul 
Edinger, who hit 21 of 26 field goal 
attempts. Williams called him “Mr. Reli- 
able” after Edinger kicked a game-win- 
ning 39-yard field goal as time expired 
to beat Florida 37-34. 

With the way things looked during 
the spring, the Spartans might be 
happy to settle for a reliable extra-point 
kicker and not even worry about field 
goals. They could lead the nation in 
going for it on fourth down if things 
don’t turn around. 

Dan Orner, who is on scholarship and 
was redshirted last season, attempted two 
extra points in the spring game — one 
got blocked, the other was wide left. 

David Schaefer, a junior walkon, is the 
other returning kicker competing for the 
job. In two years, Schaefer has one field 
goal, a 38-yarder, in two attempts and 
made six of six extra points. 

“We still haven't decided on our 
kicking situation,” Williams said. “We 
have a freshman coming in. We're 
excited about him.” 

Williams said he couldn't comment 
on the freshman kicker — a late addition 
to the recruiting class — because the 
player hadn't signed a letter-of-intent. 
Whoever the mystery man is, he better be 
good because the Spartans could have a 
serious problem on their hands otherwise. 

There’s no such problem at punter, 
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SPARTANS SPRING ROSTER SPRING UPDATE 


Pos, Class ; . HOMETOWN . Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN oach Bobby Williams ended 
10 Arron Agler GBS «66:3 -245 Grand Rapids, OH 71 Shaun Mason OG & &5 295 Toledo, OH spring practice saying he will 
Se conser sng ight end ho 
= - McCoy on defense in some passing situa- 
99 Dimity Bemord DES 62 270 _TheBronx, NY 40 Luke MeGregor OOS). (229— Akeley, MN Highs as a DPR) (destanated pase rushed to 
72 Mat Bonito OT S& 66 302 limo,OH 48 Bill McPherson FR So 2208 Lowell } raha 
1 Markee S lake ell ci ee ei ieiatea GaN Pe CLT take advantage of McCoy's size and speed. 
58 Mot Branson OG Jr 62 282 Lonsing 39 Leon Miller TB Fr «S11 (195 NewOrleons, UA McCoy, a senior, hasn't played defense 
65. Ush Booker OT So 67 278 WesHaven,CI & DelloroMonce «OG-=«sfr «6A 97 EvonwileIN since he was in high school. 
Joe Brooks OT Fe 63271 Miwoukeo, WI 49° Dawon Moss So SII 257 Detooi “If he can help us win on defense, we'll 
24 Richord Brown SS 51) 193 W. Hempsteod, NY 8B Luc Mulinder TE Fr 4250. Misissougo, Ont look at him on defense,” Williams said. 
28 Terronce Brown CB So S11_(197 Cleveland, OH 75 Nick Myers DE J 62260 Springheld, OH “With the scholarship numbers and injuries, 
| 10 ToiBrown ce s& 5:10 177 Los Angeles, CA 21 Broderick Nelson ce sr 60 170 Donio, FL you have to make use of all the players on 
27 Duren Bryon Sk 60 196 Lexingon Pork, MD 32 Richord Newsome SS 511189 Fosterio, OH your team. If guys have a special ability to 
22 Richard Bryce $ So 63 «194 East Lansing 16 Don Orner PK 57 169 Warwick, NY do things on both sides, you've got to look 
6 Seat K Fr 58179 Nowi 73. Brion Otiney C fr 666 (0 Troy at it.” 
25 Jimel Cofer CB So G19 Micmi, FL 61 Joe Patrick OG Fr 65 300 Athey ‘ 
4] Matt Dawes Bk &1 221 Botte Creek 74. Sipe Peko OT Ss 64 300 Whiter,CA * Shawn Foster was thrilled when for- 
98 Brion Dieckmon TE So 63 219 —Mocomb 97 Kyle Rasmussen DE Fr 63 258 Hodey ne Coach Nick Saban left to take the 
8 TJ. Ducket TS 62 255 Kalamazoo 2B Jeremy Reinsk P So. S10. ‘158 Goylrd Louisiana State job. ; 
3 Ryan Von Dyke OB ok 665 220 Nonhal 57 Deckick Roper (Bf «62 226 ilps, CA Foster fumbled several times early last 
89 Eric Eoster TE So 63 218 Bloomfield His 21 Zach Sonom So S817 Besley season, and Saban lost confidence in him. 
23. Litle John Flowers Tt = 60-220 Kolomazoo 81 Joe Sovoge WR fr 63.192 West Coldwell, NJ “I was in the doghouse,” Foster said. 
22. Shown Foster WR Jr S11 205 Lansing 80. Jace Sayler DT Se 5.300 McHenry, Ib “I'm glad he left.” 
34 Ruben Gay CB Fr «= 510-183 Clinton Township 14 David Schoefer K kk = 510-185 Birmingham Williams wants Foster's speed on the 
93 Somali Gordon DE So 65 256 Alonto, GA 95. Josh Shaw OT ok 63 280i Lovderdole, FL field somehow so he moved him from tail- 
56 Tony Gront % s 62 265 Boy Cty 87 —Demont Smith WR Se 5:10 166 Grend Ropids back to receiver during the spring. Foster 
5 bit § 6&1 190 Wayne 55 James Smith 1B Fr 63 233 Homiton, OH is also being used as a return man. 
20. Dontoe Hairston CB ok «60 189 Flat 77 Josh Smith C ok 64 281 OfFalkn,it SIMiichy whee triste RHOUE the conching 
57 Poul Harker OG ik 6&3 298 Dayton, OH 53. Adom Spina DE Jr 65 234 — Eost Lansing nt ave bas 
25. Kevin Hotch TB Fr 50189 Bolingbrook, 62. Steve Stewart OT fr 5-290 Sarchsly, OH staff sticking together to support Williams 
2. Herb Haygood WR ok 60 185 Sarasa, fl 63 Derek Séaltva OG. BS 85> dosed when Saban left, but two assistants left dur- 
6 Jobori Hendhicks DE St 64 275 Det 70 Dave Suwa OG S  &4 297 Sterling Heights ing the offseason, both taking NFL jobs. 
37 Cedric Henry CB ok © S10 178 Sorosolo, FL 19 DeMario Suggs CB OSr = S11_(192 ‘Toledo, OH Bob Casullo (special teams) went to the 
15 Renaldo Hil ® Ss Sil 174 Dero 68 be Tole OT Fr 65 275 Souhteld Oakland Raiders, and Golden Pat Ruel 
26 Tim Jomes Tf 5816) Min 50. Josh Thornil Bk 63243 Lansing (offensive line) joined the Detroit Lions. 
12 Croig Jorret Pt 62205 Martinsville, IN 35. TJ. Tumer 1B Sr = &2 252 Hilkboro, OH They were replaced by Pat Perles (son of 
15 Jomie yes QB So 62 190 Bufolo, NY 14 Mot Welmore WR fr 60.171 Perrinton former Spartan Coach George Perles), who 
82. Zichl Kavonoght WR Fr 5:11 176 — Brossard, Quebec 11 Pierre Wilson iB So 63 250 — Rivers Beach, FL will coach the tight ends and special teams, 
5 Note Keusch WR Se = =60 190 Portland 38 Drew Young $ Sr 63 222 East Riverside, CA and Jeff Stoutland, who will coach the 
69 Ray Kouba C So 61.275 Orlond Pork, I 64 Doug Vonderjogt OT sk 62 310 Grand Ropids Tay 
30 Matt Krogt Bode «= 3-240 Traverse City 43 Thomas Wright $ So & 1193 Lake Woles, FL offensive line. 
42 Mike Lobinjo FB Fr 61 256 Toronto, Ontario. 45 Monquiz Wedlow $ Fr 5:11 189 Soginaw R Ho ait slain Uap Ss 1 
18 Don Lorhom G8 Fr 60 216 Keni OH Trois Wilson B Fr 63 225 Howl eggie Mitchell switched jobs. lreadwell, 
20 Josh Lenaburg WR fr 60 176 Medaa,OH Rosier end deph dot sbjed to change who was hired as running backs coach after 


——— — Williams was promoted to head coach, is 
handling receivers. Mitchell moved from 
2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART receivers to running backs. 
¢ The players selected three captains 
— senior cornerback Renaldo Hill, senior 


QB Ryan Van Dyke, NOOR Agler, So | Nick Myers, Jr*/Kyle Rasmussen, Fr aiiensive guar ei Shair Mason art junior 
FB = Dawan Moss, So/Mike Labinjo, Fr DT —_ Jace Sayler, Sr/Joe Tate, Fr > : 

TB T.J. Duckett, So/Little John Flowers, Jr DT Josh Shaw, Jr*/Joe Brooks, Fr linebacker Josh Thornhill. “ “ 
SE Lavaile Richardson, Sr/Ziehl Kavanaght, Fr DE Jabari Hendricks, Sr/Dimitry Bernard, Sr ; : Mason, the top returning offensive 

FL Herb Haygood, Jr/Shawn Foster, Fr SAM Matt Kropf, Jr/Pierre Wilson, So | lineman, missed the final week of spring 
TE Chris Baker, Jr*/lvory McCoy, Sr* MIKE — TJ. Turner, Sr*/Matt Dawes, Jr practice following arthroscopic knee 

LT Siitupe Peko, Sr*/Brian Ottney, Fr WILL Josh Thornhill, Jr*/Drew Young, Sr surgery. He is expected to be full strength 
LG Dave Sucura, Sr*/Joe Patrick, Fr cB Cedric Henry, Jr/DeMario Suggs, Sr for the season. 

C Josh Smith, Jr/Brian Ottney, Fr | | CB Renaldo Hill, Sr*/Broderick Nelson, Jr ¢ Save this for Oct. 21: The Spartans 
RG Shaun Mason, Sr*/Paul Harker, So $$ Duron Bryan, Jr/Thomas Wright, So haven't defeated Michigan in back-to-back 
RT Matt Bonito, Sr/Steve Stewart, Fr FS Richad Newsome, Sr*/Lorenzo Guess, Jr years since 1966-67. 

PK David Schaefer, Jr/Dan Orner, Fr P Craig Jarrett, Jr*/David Schaefer, Jr — Dave Dye 
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Duckett Says So Long to Defense 


inevitable. 

T.J. Duckett is 6-2, 255 pounds, 
and he is a bruising tailback who 
combines rare size, strength and 
grees) just like Dayne (5-10, 252) did 
or Wisconsin. 

The difference is that Duckett is 
just learning how to be a running 
back. He Bloved quarterback (that’s 
right, quarterback) and linebacker in 
high school. 

Duckett has developed from strictly 
a short-yardage brute at the beginning 
of last season to the Spartans’ main 
man entering his sophomore year. 

“I’m on my way to becoming a 
complete running ‘Sees ” said Duckett, 
whose brother, Tico, ranks second in 
MSU history with 4,212 career rushing 
yards (1989-92). 

T.J. began last season as a backup 
linebacker and part-time running back. 
But it appears he can now throw away 
his defensive playbook. 

The Spartans are building a good 
part of their offense around his still 
somewhat-raw ability. Duckett finished 
last season with 606 yards rushing on 


T: comparisons to Ron Dayne are 


where Craig Jarrett, voted first-team All- 
Big Ten by the coaches last season, returns 
for his junior year. Jarrett, who averaged 
43.8 and 43.5 yards per punt during his 
first two seasons, must continue to work 
on his consistency. But he has one of the 
strongest legs in the nation. 

The Spartans will depend on him to 
help control field position, which could 
be very important while an inexperi- 
enced offense works out the kinks early 
in the season. 

State’s magical run last season was 
partly from the good fortune of sustaining 
very few injuries. The Spartans still don’t 
have enough depth to compete with the 
top-echelon teams if the injury bug hits 
again like it did two years ago, especially 
on the offensive and defensive lines. 

“We're going to need some of the 
freshmen to help us,” Williams said. 
“They're going to supplement the team 
well.” 

Williams is bringing in the best 
recruiting class at Michigan State in 


118 carries (a 5.1-yard average). He 
scored 10 touchdowns. 

Duckett wasn’t a starter, but his role 
increased considerably late in the season. 
He rushed for 159 yards and four touch- 
downs on 22 carries against Penn State. 

Nevertheless, Dockat almost 
always went to the sideline on passing 
downs. He had two receptions. 

“He’s an every-down back now,” 
coach Bobby Willams said. 

It’s been quite a transformation for 
Duckett, who admits he misses playing 
linebacker, but knows he can make 
a bigger impact on offense. 

“To try to play two ways all the time 
is not realistic,” Duckett said. 

He often got confused trying to 
learn both the offense and defense. 

“All | wanted to do early in the sea- 
son was run straight ahead,” Duckett 
said. “Now, I’m learning to read the 
holes a lot better.” 

Former Michigan State quarterback 
Bill Burke predicts that if the Spartans con- 
tinue to be one of the nation’s top-ranked 
teams, Duckett will become a Heisman 
Trophy candidate before he leaves. 

“He has a chance,” Burke said. Q 


decades. It was ranked in the Top 10 
nationally by most recruiting analysts. 
Besides Rogers and Smoker, the other big 


HE SPARTANS STILL 

DON'T HAVE ENOUGH 

DEPTH TO COMPETE 
WITH THE TOP-ECHELON TEAMS 


IF THE INJURY BUG HITS AGAIN LIKE 


IT DID TWO YEARS AGO, ESPE- 
CIALLY ON THE OFFENSIVE AND 
DEFENSIVE LINES. 


catch was tailback Tyrell Dortch. 

The status of two recruits wasn’t clear 
entering the summer. Tight end Eric Knott 
and quarterback Damon Dowdell, both 
from Detroit Henry Ford High School, 
were charged in a sexual misconduct case 


T.J. DUCKETT IS 6-2, 255 POUNDS, AND IS 
A BRUISING TAILBACK WHO COMBINES 
RARE SIZE, STRENGTH AND SPEED. 
PHOTO BY JACK SIZER 


involving a 13-year-old girl. 

Williams is trying to overcome great 
odds to compete with arch-rival Michigan 
on a regular basis. Last year was one of 
the rare seasons that both Michigan and 
Michigan State enjoyed strong seasons at 
the same time. Usually if one is up, the 
other is down. For the last couple of 
decades, Michigan has been consistently 
up, and MSU has lagged behind. 

Williams is going to try to break that 
trend and give the state of Michigan two 
football powers at once. The Spartans took 
a big step in that direction last year. 

“| sense more top-notch prospects 
(nationally) really taking a serious look at 
Michigan State,” Williams said. “I think 
the national exposure we got (in the Cit- 
rus Bowl) really helped. The key is how 
we do in 2000.” 

If they put back-to-back New Year's 
Day bowl appearances together, it could 
be the sign that the old ordinary look 
really is going out of style in East Lansing. 

— Dave Dye 
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here was a time when University of 
Minnesota redshirt freshman Asad 
Abdul-Khaliq didn’t think he could 
stand the pressure of playing quarterback 
a moment longer. 
“Sometimes, | just wanted to quit,” he 
said. “My (coach) really screamed at me all 


MINNESOTA 


GOLDEN GOPHERS 


one of the many instructional quarterback 
video tapes that his uncle bought him. 
“I've seen all the great ones,” Abdul- 
Khaliq said. “Joe Montana, Steve Young. 
John Elway. Montana's my favorite.” 
Not surprisingly, Abdul-Khaliq 
became a high school All-American at 


“Yes, sir” or “No, sir” an awful lot. 
“Basically, the military school taught me 
to lose the big head, the attitude,” Abdul- 
Khaliq said. “It taught me to be a man.” 
Abdul-Khaliq recommitted to the 
Gophers in 1999 and spent a season 
learning the offense. Now, with two-year 


Abdul-Khaliq Holds the Key for the Gophers 


the time. When it came to me, he would- 
n't accept anything but perfection — in my 
release, my footwork, everything.” 

Abdul-Khaliq wasn’t talking about 
Gophers coach Glen Mason. Nor was he 
talking about his redshirt season with the 
Gophers last year. 

No, this was 13 years ago when 
Abdul-Khaliq was the star quarterback in 
the Elizabeth (N.J.) Pop Warner league. 
His uncle, Ahmed Ismail, was the coach 
who demanded perfection. 

“Don't get me wrong,” Abdul-Khaliq 
said. “The coaches around here can yell. 
But they don't compare to my uncle. No 
way. He was demanding. And | was only 
seven years old.” 

When Abdul-Khaliq wasn’t practicing 
or throwing a football in the backyard as 
a child, he probably was inside watching 


at a glance 


1999: 8-4 Overall; 5-3 Big Ten (T/4th) 

COACH: Glen Mason — At Minnesota: 
16-19, 3 years; Overall: 75-83-1, 14 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 4; 5 Offense, 
8 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: C Ben Hamilton, 
WR Ron Johnson, QB Asad AbdulKhaliq, 
TB Thomas Tapeh, DE Karon Riley, LB Sean 
Hoffman, $ Delvin Jones, CB Willie Middle- 
brooks 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Gophers 
return four of five starters on the offensive 
line, which helped the Gophers establish 


Elizabeth High. In 1997, he completed 67 
percent of his passes, throwing 20 touch- 
downs and two interceptions. 

He committed to the Gophers after 
that season, but his SAT score was 20 
points below the minimum required for 
admittance to the university. That’s when 
he decided he needed more discipline in 
his life. 

“I chose Fork Union (N.].) Military 
Academy,” Abdul-Khaliq said. “It was 
either go there or stay home and be 
a failure. I'm no failure.” 

Abdul-Khaliq played seven games for 
Fork Union in 1998 and broke Vinny Tes- 
taverde’s school record for touchdown-to- 
interception ratio, throwing 18 touchdowns 
and three interceptions while completing 
62 percent. He also learned how to wax 
a floor, spit shine a pair of shoes and say 


a school single-season record for total 
yards of offense (4,922) last season. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: As redshirt 
freshmen, Abdul-Khalig and Tapeh are still 
unproven. Can senior Clorenzo Griffin 
replace Tyrone Carter at strong safety? 

OVERALL: If Abdul-Khaliq and Tapeh live 
up to expectations and the defense stays 
solid, the Gophers will qualify for their 
second bowl in as many seasons. Road 
games at Purdue, Ohio State and Wiscon- 
sin make the Big Ten schedule even more 
difficult. 


starter Billy Cockerham having graduated, 
Abdul-Khaliq has inherited last year’s 
18th-ranked team. Abdul-Khaliq strength- 
ened his grip on the starting job during 
spring practice when he excelled while 
two-year backup Andy Persby, a senior, 
played baseball for the Gophers. 

“I’m not nervous,” Abdul-Khaliq said. 
“I'm not a freshman anymore. And it’s not 
like | haven't played football before. 
| have. I've waited my entire life for this 
moment.” 

On a team that returns eight starters 
on defense, five on offense and sopho- 
more kicker Dan Nystrom, it's probably 
the new face at quarterback that holds the 
key to whether the Gophers will appear in 
a second straight bowl game for the first 
time since 1985-86. The Gophers were 
8-4 last year, posting their first winning 
season and best Big Ten record (5-3) since 
1990, their first eight-win season since 
1967 and their first bowl bid since 1986. 

Despite the loss of Cockerham, first- 
team All-Big Ten tailback Thomas Ham- 
ner, 95 percent of their rushing attack and 
their best player (All-American strong 
safety Tyrone Carter), Mason sounds confi- 
dent that the Gophers’ program has 
turned the corner and won't be returning 
to its losing ways. Since their last Big Ten 
championship in 1967, the Gophers have 
posted only 11 winning seasons in 32 
tries. 

“There's no doubt in my mind that we're 
a better football team this year than we were 
last year,” Mason said. “We have more 


KARON RILEY IS A POTENTIAL HIGH 
NFL DRAFT PICK NEXT YEAR. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
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Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Cource 


pial Ws oh 195 etree Rochester (MN) See 
J.C. Gridwire All-American @ Rated No. 17 junior college r nationally by SuperPrep @ As a sophomore, 
had 58 receptions for 1,100 yards and 23 touchdowns @ Two years of eligibility remaining. 


COLE, Travis QB pen 63, 210 sled 2 “\ Foothills (CA) sy és 
During wo year junior career, com passes and 58 touchdowns # Pr 25 
touchdowns as a junior college sophomore # Two years of als eters @ Runs 4.65 in the 40-yard 
dash Drafted by the Toronto Blue Jays. 


DOZIER, Ukee DB 61,170 Bradenton, FL Southeast 
Asa senior, had 38 solo tackles, 12 assists, four passes broken-up and three tackles for loss @ Missed final four 
games of the season with a shoulder injury @ Runs 4.5 in the 40-yard dash @ Lettered in basketball and track. 


lake Oswego, OR 
5,286 


FRALEY, Justin DB 61, 198 Cleveland, OH Benedictine 

Twortime All-State @ Had 2,450 career rushing ra and 4] touchdowns # Had 210 coreer tackles, 34 inter- 
ceptions and 28 fumbles caused @ Runs 4.45 in the 40-yard dash, 

GREEN, Jason DE 6-4, 260 Orange, NJ Ora 


Inge 
All-Northeast Region, rated No. 22 player in New Jersey @ All-State @ Had 85 solo tackles, 20 
assists, 18 tackles for loss and 12 quarterback sacks as a senior Lettered in basketball and track. 


HARSTON, Brandon DL 6-3, 290 Fort Worth, TX C 
SuperPrep All-Southwest Region @ Had 120 career tackles, including 98 solo, 15 sacks, 15 fum- 


bles caused and three interceptions @ Had 50 career receptions for 10 touchdowns as a tight end. 


JACKSON, ll, Terry RB 510,193 Soginaw, Ml eee 
All-Siole @ Helped team to state championship @ As a senior, had 1,774 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns 
Had 18 solo tackles @ Three-year letterman in football @ Lettered in basketball and track. 


JOHNSON, Demetrus RB 5-10, 173 Milwaukee, WI Homestead 

Wisconsin Journal Sentinel Wisconsin Player of the Year # Two-time All-State @ Had 2/229 yards rushi 
{averaging seven yards per carry) and 32 touchdowns as a senior # Retumed nine punts, averaging 24 yards 
per punt @ Had 11 receptions for 148 yards and one touchdown @ All-State in track. 


MATTHEWS, Keith WR 6-3, 188 Akron, OH Archbishop Hoban 
Two-time All-State # Had 92 career receptions for 1,605 yards and 19 touchdowns # Had 574 career rushing 
yards and six touchdowns @ Had 205 career tackles, 1 quarterback sacks, seven fumbles recovered and eight 
interceptions @ Three-year letterman in track and boskelbol 


McELROY, Mark OL 6-4, 300 Roseville Cretin-Derham Hall 
S All-Midwest Region # All-State @ Helped team to state championship @ Three-year starter # Lettered 
in track, throwing shot put and discus. 


MELANDER, Rian OL 66, 238 Shoreview Cretin-Derham Hall 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Ranked No, 40 player in Midwest Region by SuperPrep @ All- 
State # Helped team to state championship @ Allowed only two quarterback sacks as a senior # Three-year let- 
terman in football @ Member of basketball team, 


PINSON, Jr, Lorry FB 6-2, 225 Eogon Eogan 
All-Midwest Region # All-State @ As a senior, had 1,327 yards rushing ond 7 touchdowns @ Aver- 


aged 120 yards per game and seven yards per carry # All-Conference in track. 


HOMETOWN HiGH ScHoot / CouEGE 
PLISCH, Josh OL 6-3, 290 Rothschild, WI D.C. Everest 


PrepStar rated No. 7 offensive lineman in Midwest Region @ Ranked No. 8 lineman in Midwest Region by 
SuperPrep @ Two-time All-State Lettered in hockey and track. 


Size 


Name / Position 


PRUDDEN, Peter OL 6-5, 270 Wayzata Breck 
Sipstion at Vaden tegen @ All-State @ Had 195 career tackles, 20 quarterback sacks, 11 fumbles caused 
and four fumbles @ Allowed no quarterback sacks as a senior Long snapper and kickoff specialist, 


REDMANN, Chad TE 6-3, 230 Burnsville Apple Volley 

Played running back, fullback, safety, defensive end and punter during career @ Had 1,445 career rushing 
yards and 31 touchdowns # Had 18 receptions for 230 yards as a senior @ Averaged 39 yards per kick in 
career as punter @ Four-year letterman in wrestling # Two-year letterman in track. 


REID, Darrell 1B 63, 245 Farmingdale, NJ Freehold Boro 
Ranked No. 2 linebacker in Northeast Region by SuperPrep @ PrepStar rated No. 9 player in New Jersey @ All- 
State @ Three-time All-Conference # As ai senior, had 99 tackles, including 36 solo, tive blocked kicks and three 
fumbles caused # Four-year letterman in basketball, 


SANDERS, Marcus RB 6-0, 186 Ravenna, OH Ravenna 

PrepStar rated No. 10 running back in Midwest Region # Four-time All-Conference @ Had 2,374 yards rushing 
ee! 1.5 yards per carry) and 34 touchdowns as a senior @ Had six receptions for 154 yards and two 
foucl s @ Had 108 tackles, eight quarterback sacks and four interceptions. 


SIMS, Dominique DB 6-2,195 Minneapolis De La Salle 
USA Today All-American @ Parade All-American # Minnesota Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 130 tack: 
les, 23 passes broken-up, three quarterback sacks, two fumbles recovered and iwo interceptions, 


Columbus, OH Brookhaven 

All-State @ All-Conference # H team fo state ffs @ Started at offensive tackle and defensive tackle # 
Had 60 tackles, including 10 for loss, three quar k sacks, nine fumbles caused and four fumbles recovered 
as a senior @ Leitered in football, basketball, wrestling and track. 


SMITH, Arthur OL 6-9, 323 


STENZEL, Eric LB 63, 230 Mankato West 
SuperPrep All-Midwest Region @ All-State @ Three-time All-Conference @ Set state career records for assisted 
tackles (246) and total (587) @ As a senior, had 163 tackles and one interception. 


TOUSSAINT, MackenzyDB 6-0, 177 Miami, FL North Miami 
Third-team All-County @ As a senior, had 11 passes broken-up, five fumbles recovered, two interceptions and 
three tackles for loss @ Regional finalist in the 110-meter hurdles. 


WARD, Timothy DL 63, 255 Milwaukee, WI 
Had 85 tackles, three quarterback sacks and three fumbles caused as a senior # 
touchdowns @ Lettered in football, basketball and track. 


WATSON, Steven LB 


on 
1] receptions and three 


63, 215 Defiance, MO Francis Howell 


All-State # As a senior, had 115 tackles, 12 quarterback sacks, six fumbles caused and two fumbles recovered | 


@ Hod 712 yards rushing and eight touchdowns as a fullback # Conference high jump champion. 


WYMER, Ricky OL 6-9, 325 Westerville, OH North 
ie pe ranked No, 14 offensive lineman in Midwest region # Three-time All-Conference Member of basket- 
team. 
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INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


(8-4, 5-3) PASSING Sept. 2 Louisiana-Monroe 
f Comp Yarps Pct TD 
33. Ohio ra Cockerham 147 2091 53.3. 15 Sept. 9 Ohio 
aT 7 105 500 1 
35 Louisiana-Monroe 
RUSHING Sept. 16 at Baylor 
55 Illinois State ~ Yarps AVG 
54. aNisaiivestarn 14 Hamner 308—S 1426 46 6010 Sept. 23 at Purdue 
Cockerham 168 831 Agi soe NO I 
17. Wisconsin (OT) 20 Evans 30 DDT Acs SAM Sept. 30 __llinois 
e Henderson 6 105 17.5 63 0 
37 Illinois 7 RECEIVING Oct. Fe, Penn State 
17 Ohio State 20 Yarps  AvG x : 
Oct. 14 at Ohio State 
28 P d 33 Johnson 43 574 13.3 46 7 
UES leverson 4] TVA JM eS ; 
Sal Pann Sate 23 Hamner 21 BON mma S anh CAG Oct. 21 at Indiana 
Bruce 20 DES mads 00 Mae Ob eee 
A4 Indiana 20, DEFENSIVE LEADERS Oct. 28 Northwestern 
25 — lowa 21 Tacxtes: Carter 145; Jones 107; Hoffman 80; Schlecht 80. Nov: 4) vat Wisconsin 
SuN BowL INTERCEPTIONS: Brewer 2; Jones 2; Wyrick 2. 
QB Sacks: Mezera 12; Hoffman 5; Schlecht 4; Carter 1. 
20 Oregon 24 Tacktes For Loss: Schlecht 20; Mezera 17; Hoffman 13. Nov. 18 lowa 
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RIGHT CORNERBACK WILLIE MIDDLEBROOKS 
RETURNS FOR THE 2000 SEASON. 


good football players. We have more depth and experience.” 

The Gophers’ strength lies close to the line of scrimmage. 
Senior All-American center Ben Hamilton anchors an offensive 
line that returns four starters, while the defense returns five 
starters from last year’s front seven, including seniors Sean Hoff- 
man and Ben Mezera at linebacker, John Schlecht at tackle and 
1999 Big Ten sack king Karon Riley at end. 

Last year’s leading receiver, Ron Johnson, a 6-3, 212-pound 
junior, also returns. He might have had the best overall spring of 
any Gopher, giving smaller defenders fits, especially in goal-line 
passing drills. 

Also returning is junior free safety Delvin Jones, who was sec- 
ond on the team in tackles last year, and 6-2 junior right corner- 
back Willie Middlebrooks. 

Besides quarterback, the biggest question marks can be 
found at tailback, left cornerback and special teams. 

Redshirt freshman Thomas Tapeh, a former Minnesota high 
school Player of the Year from St. Paul Johnson, has the raw talent 
to be as good as, if not better than, Hamner. Tapeh is 6-1, 220 
pounds, runs a 4.5 40-yard dash, and bench presses 400 pounds, 
more than several of the team’s offensive and defensive linemen. 

However, Tapeh, a native of Liberia, has played football for 
only four years and has a history of ankle and foot injuries that 
concerns Mason. Tapeh had foot surgery in April following an 


2000 


injury during spring practice. He is expected to make a full recov- 
ery in time for summer practice. If he doesn't, sophomore Tellis 
Redmon, who had 24 yards and one touchdown on eight carries 
last year, will become the No. 1 back. 

At left cornerback, senior Trevis Graham started seven games 
last year before losing his position. He’s being pushed by 6-1 
sophomore Mike Lehan, one of the brightest young stars on the 
team, and junior college transfer Andre Brown. 

The special teams are being rebuilt after the leading punt and 
kickoff returner (Carter), as well as the punter and holder (Ryan 
Rindels) and long snapper (Derek Rackley) all graduated. Carter 
also was the leading tackler on special teams. 

Redmon will handle punt returns and help shifty little senior 
receiver Antoine Henderson (5-7, 165) on kickoff returns. Sopho- 
more Preston Gruening will do the punting and probably the 
holding as well, while senior Val Zemke will be the long snapper. 

Besides a new quarterback and tailback, the Gophers’ offen- 
sive schemes also will have a new look. The option is being 
shelved for the most part as the Gophers shift to a pocket passing 
attack with deeper routes. The Gophers won't return to the pass- 
happy days of former coach Jim Wacker, but they will rely more 
on the pass than they have since Mason arrived in 1997. 

“Just like we did with Billy’s strength as a running quarter- 
back, we're adjusting the offense to fit the strengths of the quar- 
terbacks we have now,” said Tony Petersen, quarterbacks coach 
and first-year co-offensive coordinator along with Mitch Brown- 
ing. “The quarterbacks we have can’t run like Billy. But they can 
throw the ball over the middle without giving me a heart attack.” 

With Petersen calling the plays for then-offensive coordinator 
Steve Loney — who returned to lowa State in the same capacity 
during the offseason — Cockerham set school single-season records 
for rushing yards by a quarterback (831) and total offense (2,922). 

But as successful as he was, Cockerham still doesn’t have 
near the arm strength of the 6-1, 197-pound Abdul-Khaliq, who 
can throw the ball 70 yards. 

“He’s got a lot of natural qualities,” Mason said. “He's got 
a big-time arm and knows when to really zing it in there or put 
a little touch on it.” 

Persby also has a strong arm. In fact, he throws a 94 mph 
fastball and was a 30th-round draft pick of the Twins coming out 
of Hill Murray High in North St. Paul, Minn. 

Defensively, the Gophers will try to play more zone coverage, 
which hasn't been a strength in recent years. They'll also hold 
onto their belief that the best way to shut down a passing attack 
is to knock down the quarterback. For the second time in three 
years, the Gophers broke the school record for sacks in a season 
when they had 44 last year. 

Riley, Schlecht and Mezera are disruptive forces in the offen- 
sive backfield. Besides leading the conference in sacks, the 6-4, 
248-pound Riley was third in tackles for loss (22), while Schlecht 
was fifth with 20. Mezera had 12 sacks and 17 tackles for loss. 

Sophomore Greg White, a situational pass rusher last season, 
will start at the other end position. His moves are similar to those 
of Riley, a potential high NFL draft pick next year. 

Pressuring the quarterback last year helped the Gophers lead 
the Big Ten in pass defense for the first time since 1969. The run 
defense slipped to sixth mainly because injuries and inexperience 
to other players forced middle linebacker Sean Hoffman to play 
outside. He’s moving back inside and already has been tabbed by 
Mason as the player most likely to replace Carter's leadership and 
tackling. 

While some might excuse the Gophers if they take a step back- 
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GOPHERS SPRING ROSTER SPRING UPDATE 


. HOMETOWN Pos, Class HT. . HOMETOWN unior Elvin Jones, a 6-4, 210- 
8 Asod Abdul:Kholiq ce fr 62 202 Elizabeth, N) 40 Eric lee FS So 511-186 =~ Menomonie, WI pound receiver, is quietly becom- 
5) Akoem Akinwale | ik 63 274 Coon Ropids 39 Mike Lehon @! 6&1 193 Hopkins ing the Gophers’ second-best 
Stn ioe Die ES Ae ela oes BSE ee receiver behind 6-3, 212-pound junior 
idle lon Pi ee eee yore ae BPs ee en Ron Johnson. Jones had a team-high five 
a1 Pilar SB 62 242 QPod 76 Matt Mdatosh Ot fF 68 29) Hatknd i receptions in the spring game, two more 
37 Riley Austin FS So 62 194 Mabel 67 Malt McLoughlin Cc fr 65 271 Excelsior 
than he had all of last season. Even 
88 Scooter Bougus 14 So &7 235 — Fost Worth, TX 97 Ben Mezero OB Sr 64 242 Woupaca, WI ee) ’ f test 
53 DaVonta Bolk WB Fr 61 236 MeDonough, GA 42 Willie Middlebrooks Cc os 62 190 — Florida City, FL though he isnt the team s lastes 
55. Dave Belock WB 61 210 Hinckley, OH 3 Slow Muroy SS So 58 178 ldCrove, LoS AM Jones probably has the best 
at eae ie eo ris as Garis cucaiioh ioe jumping ability. He was a three-time state 
2A Andre Brown @® sh 59 175 Dolls, 1X 4 PeulNxcn SS fr 63 216 Cohmbu,OH high jump champion. 
68 Derek Buns OG sk 65 27 EdenProine 52. Jef Norton OG So 65 278 Pamouh * Man In The Middle: Because of 
2 Damion Comoday «WR «So 60 18d ‘Elida A 8 Don Nystom K So Sil 195 NewHope other players’ injuries and inexperience, 
86 Grant Carer We 60 173 Seen OH 4) Jef kon FG) 23 BelbnPok middle linebacker Sean Hoffman spent 
69 _Jereigh Contr OT % 66 28 S.Pod BB Astin Ox SB k= 62 241 Bolingbrook, most of the 1999 season out of position 
98. Mike Cemoch DE «66 71 Burns 17. Tery Paterson WR fr 63 198 Beledleh at outside linebacker. His statistics and 
7 Travis Cole QB ok 63208 toke Orwogo, OR 1h Andy Porsby QBS 63-290 Noh St Poul the Gophers’ ability to stop the run were 
35 Joven Coop WR So 57 196 Dato, M 9 Cares Poole WB S63 228 Cohmbu,,OH hurt by the move. This year, the Gophers 
90 Drew Dehnicke DE J 63 263 Coon Ropids 79 Joseph Quinn OG Fr 65 289 Downing, WI plan to move the 6-3, 244-pound senior 
64 Ryo Dorin DE So 64 269 Michlomedi 32. Tells Redmon RB So 60199 Grapevine, TX back to the middle. Though he missed 
Ab “Tony Dupree OB Fr 2 0s ry GN 91 _ Korn Riley DES 64248 Der, Mi spring practice recovering from shoulder 
93. Renato Fitepotrick RB So S199 St Levis, MO 66 Ryon Roth OG k 63 310 KanesCyM0 | — surgery, Hoffman is in the best shape 
34 Mike Golloway FS Fe «= 1204) Columbus, OH 93 John Schlecht DT Sr = & 1294) White Beor Lake of his career, Hard-hitting junior Astein 
89 Don Gitlewski as oG 66 266 ck Creek, WI ‘ 85 Don Shea TE Fr 62 242 Bloomington, IL Osei, who spent most of last season in 
i mae = : a . —— ‘ a - he — the middle, will back up Hoffman and 
zo Griftin , , y ° . . 
14 Preston Gruening P/PK So 510 194 ae ——. RB = 4 Sis compete at weakside linebacker with 
— seniors Curtese Poole and Justin Hall, 
74 Adom Hoayer Or S 6 291 Wyoming 71 Ryan Thormon OG kt 65 288 Eagon othiieced aan Healy f 
38 Wustin Hall WB Sr 63 234 Bloomington 82 Ben Utecht WR Fr 66 223 Hastings INO, puiSSe Spun Pc he Te NS ee) 
55. Ben Hamilton CS 6S. 283 ymouth 81 Zoch Veveo TE ok 66261 BkRiver SUS CNES eae ; 
4 Anbine Hendenon = WROSe=«S'7—165. Fort Louder, FL 65 Miko Wohors OT So 69 263. Eden Pro _¢ Replacing Tyrone: Senior Clorenzo 
4. Sw Hoey es Th) Aaa Mes Wenge AS bl 22 Woody Griffin has first crack at replacing strong 
45 Sean Hoffman SBS «© 63 2Ad—‘Fargo, ND 7 BiWord SS Fr 61193 Akron, OH safety Tyrone Carter, last year’s Jim 
63 Kevin bers DE Fr 6S. 207 Wocdsock, 5 Joe Weber P Fr «60189 —_LaVista, NE Thorpe Award winner and all-time 
at ho aa WR 63. QI) Deo M 59 Ben Wen DB fr &1_24) Appleton, Wi NCAA Division | leader in tackles among 
89 Tyler Johnson WR fr 62 200 Delone 50 Greg White DT ok 62 256 Nework, NI defensive backs (528). In the spring 
21 Devin Jones & + 60 19) Mon 63. Maurice Whie DE fr 65 268 Deri, M game, Griffin had only two tackles. The 
80 Evin Jones WR Jr 6210 Southild 41 Rober Wilioms RB So 63. 271_Brooktm Pork 5-10, 182-pounder might have a hard 
19 Benji Komoh GB fr 65 202 Maple, WI 16 Clarence Woods = WR or 177 SAP time hanging onto the starting job if true 
1 Ryan Keller WR Sr 62-195 Chicago, Ik 58 Vol Zeke 1B Sr 510.215 Oshkosh, Wi freshman Dominique Sims lives up to 
75 Jake Kuope OT So 67 326 Minnetonka 25 Blake Zochert DB Sr «=6:3 258 Green Boy, MI expectations. Sims, a 6-2, 200-pounder 
87 _Don Kwopini DE Fr 65 272 Fert Ransom, ND from Minneapolis DeLaSalle High, was 
eS LBA eR LARS ee Roi tad pe cat po ames the Minnesota prep Player of the Year 


last year. 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART * Odds & Ends: Four Gophers are 


near breaking Steve Neils’ all-time school 


nN: 2. Se oe record for career tackles for loss, 33 set 
from 1971-73. Tackle John Schlecht has 


QB Andy Persby, Sr/Asad Abdul-Khaliq, Fr DE Karon Riley, Sr*/Dan Kwapinski, Fr 

RB Tellis — So/Renato Fitzpatrick, So DT John ae Sr* /Maurice oe Fr 31 ’ linebacker Ben Mezera (30), Hoff- 

FB Jerry Macken, So/Matt Wangsness, Sr DT Matt Anderle, Jr/Dave Sykora, So | man (24) and end Karon Riley (2 2). The 
WR Antoine Henderson, Sr/Ryan Keller, Sr DE Greg White, Jr/Mike Cernoch, Sr all-time sack record of 23.5 set by 

WR Ron Johnson, Jr*/Jermaine Mays, Jr : DROP Ben Mezera, Sr*/Tony Dupree, Fr Lamanzer Williams from 1994-97 also 

TE Zach Vevea, Jr/Scooter Baugus,So SAM — Sean Hoffman, Sr*/Jimmy Henry, Jr will be challenged by Mezera (20) and 

tT Adam Haayer, Sr*/Jake Kuppe, So WILL — Astein Osei, Jr*/Phil Archer, Fr Riley (16) ... WR Ron Johnson, a junior, 

LG Derek Burns, Jr*/Joe Quinn, Fr ; CB Willie Middlebrooks, Jr*/Andre Brown, Jr has 81 career receptions. He needs to 
~C— Ben Hamilton, Sr*/Akeem Akinwale, Jr CB Trevis Graham, Sr*/Mike Lehan, So average just over 45 catches the next two 
RG Ryan Roth, Jr*/Ryan Thorman, Jr — SS Clorenzo Griffin, Sr/Eli Ward, Fr ; seasons to break the record of 171 set by 

RT Erik Larson, Sr/Jeremiah Carter, So FS Delvin Jones, Jr*/Eric Lee, So 5 Tutu Atwell (1994-97). 

PK Dan Nystrom, So*/Mike Albert, Jr P Preston Gruening, So/Ben Utecht, Fr — Mark Craig 
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BEN HAMILTON IS 6-5 AND WEIGHS 
283 POUNDS, 12 MORE THAN LAST YEAR 
WHEN HE GAVE UP ONLY ONE SACK AND 

REGISTERED 69 KNOCKDOWN BLOCKS. 


PHOTO BY TOMASSO DEROSA / TDS! 


ward after a rare step forward last season, 
Mason isn’t one of them. 

“The day we won our sixth game last 
year, we went from a losing program to 
a winning program,” Mason said. “That is 
a breakthrough when you are building a 
program. Everyone has a different attitude 
because you are not a loser. You're a winner. 

“What's even harder than going from 
a losing program to a winning program is 
maintaining that consistency once you get 
there. Last year was a big step for us, but 
| feel like there is a lot more left for us to 
accomplish. As far as I'm concerned, the 
pressure is on us this year.” 

The Gophers ranked as high as No. 12 
in the country last year, their highest rank- 
ing since 1962. It was the fastest turn- 
around ever for Mason, a noted rebuilder 
of downtrodden programs at Kent State 
and Kansas. And it earned him the Big 
Ten Coach of the Year award and several 
national Coach of the Year honors. 

With a 16-19 record at Minnesota, 


Beefed-Up Hamilton Striving to Be No. 1 


being the best center in college foot- 

ball five years ago, people would 
have laughed. He barely weighed 220 
pounds and was a Division Il prospect. 

During most of the recruiting period, 
the only Division I-A program that 
showed interest was Tulsa. That was 
a courtesy to Hamilton’s father, Wes, 

a Tulsa alum who played for the Min- 
nesota Vikings. 

Right pics signing day, however, 
the Gophers extended their last schol- 
arship to Hamilton. 

Today, Hamilton is the best player 
returning from last year’s 18th-ranked 
team. He earned All-Big Ten and is an 
Outland Trophy candidate. 

Many experts consider either him 
or Wisconsin senior Casey Rabach the 
best center in college football. 

Hamilton is 6-5 and weighs 283 
pounds, 12 more than last year when 
he gave up only one sack and regis- 
tered 69 knockdown blocks. 

“If there’s a center better than Ben 
Hamilton, I’d like to see him,” Gophers 
coach Glen Mason said. “Last year, he 
had arthroscopic surgery on his knee a 
couple of days before the Illinois State 


[: Ben Hamilton had talked about 


Mason has a shot to become the first 
Gophers coach to have a .500 or better 
record after his first four seasons since Mur- 
ray Warmath was 20-14-2 from 1954-57. 


E STILL HAVE 

A LONG WAY 

TO GO IN THIS 
PROGRAM. THE STORYLINE LAST YEAR 


WAS THE SENIORS ON THE TEAM. 
WHAT'S IMPORTANT FOR THIS YEAR'S 
PLAYERS IS TO REMEMBER WHAT THOSE 
SENIORS DID LAST YEAR TO GET US 
WHERE WE ARE.” 


The Gophers open with three non- 
league games against Louisiana Monroe, 
Ohio University and Baylor. They should 
be 3-0 for the third straight year and 


game. That Saturday morning, we had 
to fight to keep him from playing.” 

Hamilton was back in the starting 
lineup a week later when the Gophers 
opened Big Ten play at Northwestern. 
They won 33-14 en route to their best 
Big Ten finish (5-3) since 1990. 

Hamilton and the offensive line 
enabled the Gophers to break several 
offensive records in 1999, including 
most total yards of offense (4,922), 
rushing yards (2,726), yards per game 
(410.2) and yards per play (5.8). 
Quarterback Billy Cockerham set the 
school record for rushing yards b 
a quarterback (831) and total ofetes 
(2,922), while tailback Thomas Ham- 
ner ran for 1,426 yards and won All- 
Big Ten first-team honors. 

Though Hamilton has given up only 
two sacks in two seasons, tis first love is 
run blocking. Despite his height, he has 
a knack for keeping his hips low and 
driving shorter defenders off the ball. 

His favorite game last year was a 
37-7 rout at Illinois when the Gophers 
ran for 367 yards. 

“Everyone knew what we were 
going to do, but no one could stop us,” 
Hamilton said. “Awesome.” O 


fourth time in five seasons. 

Then comes a Big Ten schedule that’s 
made even tougher with trips to Purdue, 
Ohio State and Wisconsin. Penn State fig- 
ures to be the most difficult home game 
of the year. 

“We still have a long way to go in this 
program,” Mason said. “The storyline last 
year was the seniors on the team. What's 
important for this year’s players is to 
remember what those seniors did last year 
to get us where we are.” 

Abdul-Khaliq, the 20-year-old redshirt 
freshman, is listening. 

“T've learned an awful lot the last year 
and a half,” he said. “I learned everything 
| need to know about the offense and not 
only what I’m supposed to do, but what 
all of my teammates are supposed to do. 

“Now, if I’m the guy, it’s time to go,” 
he added. “Finally, it’s time to play. It’s 
something I’ve been waiting for my 
whole life.” 

— Mark Craig 
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hen you're stuck in the Big 
Ten’s basement and the climb 
to the top seems as steep and 


scary as scaling the Sears Tower, the 
temptation is to accept help from any- 
body with a long ladder. 

But Northwestern, which has lost 15 


NORTHWESTERN 


WILDCATS 


the lone holdover from Gary Barnett’s 
staff. “We would probably be considered 
a very aggressive team compared to what 
they do. 

“The thing we came away with the 
most is they don’t do a whole lot of stuff,” 
Brown added, “When the ball is snapped, 


Kevin Bentley, junior tailback Damien 
Anderson, senior defensive end Dwayne 
Missouri, senior cornerback Harold Black- 
mon and senior free safety Rashad Morton 
— could be on the All-Big Ten fast track. 
As everyone knows, teams don’t earn 
five spots on the All-Big Ten team without 


Looking to Cure the ‘Blahs’ 


of its last 16 Big Ten games and finished 
3-8 in Randy Walker's inaugural year at 
the helm, didn’t settle for help from stuck- 
on-the-middle rungs. 

The Wildcats’ coaching staff craned 
their necks and set their sights on learning 
from the best — which is why the Super 
Bowl champion St. Louis Rams and NFC 
runnerup Tampa Bay Buccaneers found 
themselves hosting NU climbing expedi- 
tions during the offseason. 

Walker and offensive coordinator 
Kevin Wilson took advantage of Walker's 
long-standing friendship with Rams’ assis- 
tant head coach John Matsko to learn more 
about St. Louis’ wide-open style — includ- 
ing its four-receiver sets that fire bombed 
opposing secondaries and opened alleys 
for running back Marshall Faulk. 

“Last year, our offense was extremely 
‘blah.’ We were extremely easy to 
defend,” said Wilson, referring to the 
Wildcats’ ultra-conservative attack that 
resulted in a measly 12.8 points per 
game. “Hopefully this year we will be far 
from ‘blah.’ ” 

While the offensive staff sought a cure 
for the blahs, the defensive coaches flew 
to Tampa Bay for a refresher course on the 
Bucs’ rock-ribbed unit. 

The Wildcats employed the Bucca- 
neers’ basic style last year, but wanted to 
reduce the number of differences in the 
4-3 set. 

“They're not an attacking defense,” 
said defensive coordinator Jerry Brown, 


IF THE RECEIVERS ARE BETTER, JUNIOR TAILBACK 
DAMIEN ANDERSON’S JOB SHOULD BE EASIER. 
PHOTO BY SCOTT BOEHM, 


their players know where they're going, 
how they're going to get there and what 
to do once they get there. 

“A lot of times, you can get too cute 
and get caught up in having too many dif- 
ferent schemes. And football, especially 
defensive football, is a game of reaction. 
The faster you react, the better your 
chances of winning on that down are.” 

But stellar schemes aren't worth the 
playbook pages they're printed on if 
there's not enough talent and experience 
to carry them out. 

Fortunately for Northwestern, the 
Wildcats appear to be long on veterans 
with ability. NU retains eight starters on 
offense, 10 veterans on defense and both 
of its specialists. 

The coaches believe at least five 
returnees — junior outside linebacker 


at a glance 


| 1-7 Big Ten (10th) 
Hl andy Walker — At Northwestern: 
as 8, 1 year; Overall; 62-43-5, 10 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 20; 8 Offense, 
10 Defense, Kicker, Punter 
TB Damien Anderson, CB Harold Black- 
mon, DE Dwayne Missouri, FS Rashad 
Morton, G Jeff Roehl, LB Napoleon Harris 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defense is 
laden with experience, ‘speed and desire 
— particularly in the front seven. Work- 
horse tailback Damien Anderson, a rare 
blend of speed and strength, has a vet- 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: LB Kevin Bentley, 


posting a winning season. 

Can NU do that for the first time since it 
won back-to-back Big Ten titles in 1995-96? 

“You always know more after the first 
couple of weeks,” Walker said, “but I think 
a very realistic expectation would be to 
win six or seven games and qualify for a 
bowl. That would be a good initial goal.” 

If Northwestern achieves this goal and 
follows in the footsteps of Big Ten 
brethren Illinois and Minnesota, it will be 
because the offense permanently loses its 
case of the blahs. 

Last year, the Wildcats suffered from 
every problem an offense could imagine. 

* Their linemen, with a combined total 
of 10 starts, were a mixture of freshmen and 
sophomores not superb at pass protection. 

Their shortcomings forced Wilson to 
keep tight end Jay Tant, the team’s best offen- 


eran line in front of him. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Northwestern 


hasn't proven it can pass the ball at a 50 
percent clip, much less the 55-60 percent 
clip it desires. 


OVERVIEW: Nobody on the roster played 


for the back-to-back Big Ten champs, but 
there are a handful of important fifth-year 
seniors who were wide-eyed scout team 
freshmen on the 1997 Citrus Bowl team. 
They must help instill the winning attitude 
in the younger guys if their bowl game 
dream is to come true. 
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ILDCATS*RECRUITING 


Name / Posiion Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CouEGe 


ADAMS, Jarvis S 5-11, 200 Tallchassee, FL Godby 
Second-team All-State @ All-Region As a senior, had 117 tackles, including 71 solo, two interceptions and 
two fumbles caused @ Team captain. 


CLARK, Colby DL 63, 265 Austin, TX Westlake 

Rivals100.com rated No. 50 defensive tackle nationally # Dallas Moming News Texas Top 100 @ Two-fime | 
All-Area @ Three-time All-District @ Had 68 tackles, including 27 solo and 15 for loss, and five quarterback 
sacks as a senior # Lettered in football, wrestling and track @ Black belt in karate. | 


CORUSS, Mike OL 6-6, 260 Lake Zurich Loke Zurich 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ SuperPrep All-American @ PrepStar All-Midwest Region @ | 
Ranked No. 61 lineman nationally by Rivals100.com  All-Area @ Two-time All-Conference. 


HERRON, Nooh TB 5-11, 220 Mattawan, Ml Mattawan | 
PrepStar rated No. 15 running back in Midwest Region # Rivals 100.com ranked No. 56 running back nation- 
ally @ Detroit Free Press Top 25 @ All-State @ Three-time All-Conference @ As a senior, had 842 yards rush- 
ing (averaging 8.3 yards per carry) and 19 touchdowns # Had 36 tackles and five blocked kicks # Had 
5,544 career yards rushing and 92 touchdowns @ Averaged 20 points per game for basketball team. 


HUFFMAN, Brian PK/P 6-2, 180 Schaumburg Schaumburg 

All-State @ All-Area @ Made 22 field goals in two years, including 10 over 40 yards @ Had one 56-yord field 
goal as a senior @ Made 46-yard field goal in state championship game @ Averaged 38.1 yards per punt 
during coreer. 


JORDAN, Roger WR 63, 200 Leogue City, TX Clear Creek 

PrepStar All-Midlands Region @ All-County @ Two-time All-District @ As a senior, had 54 receptions for 810 
yards (averaging 15 yards per reception) and eight touchdowns @ Had 111 career receptions for 1,590 
yards ond 15 touchdowns @ Had 178 career tackles and eight interceptions @ Four-year letterman in football. 


LEZI, Gilles FB 6-1, 230 Laval, Quebec, Canada Cegep du Vieux 
Ron Dias Recruiting (Canada) top-rated player @ All-Star tailbock and kicker @ Had 2,200 career yards rush- 
ing ond 27 touchdowns on 240 carries, | 


NDUKWE, lke OL 6-6, 300 Powell, OH Dublin Coffman 
PrepStar All Midwest Region # Rated No. 89 lineman nationally by Rivals] 00.com # Second-team All-State 
@ Hod 32 knockdown blocks as a senior # Lettered in football and wrestling. 


NIX, El Do’Sheon WR 63, 190 Sondusky, OH Sondusky 

PrepStar All-Midwest Region @ Second-team All-State # Two-time All-League @ Played in Ohio North-South 
All-Star gome As a junior, had 16 receptions for 278 yards in one game # Hod 98 career receptions for 
1,580 yards and 16 touchdowns Class President as junior and senior. | 


PETERSON, Ryan LB 63, 220 Cardiff, CA la Costa Canyon 
All-league Had 196 tackles, including 79 solo and 31 tackles for loss, six quarterback sacks, two intercep- 
tions, six fumbles caused and three fumbles recovered as a senior # Had 24 receptions as tight end. 


Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN HicH Scoot / Couece 


| POHLMAN, Dan TB 6-1, 225 Baiaghon Borringlon 

| Ranked No. 10 running back in Midwest Region by PrepStar @ Rated No. 48 running back nationally by 

| Rivals100.com @ All-State @ Three-time All-Conference @ Three-year starter @ Had 4,100 career rushing 
yords and 63 touchdowns @ Had 104 tackles and five quarterback sacks in two years as free safety @ Four- 
vecr balm tipeeticll 


REINALDA, Rolf TE 6-4, 235 Fair Haven, NJ Rumson-Fair Haven 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Rated No. 5 player in New Jersey by BlueChips Report  All- 
Conference # As a senior, hod 18 receptions for 265 yards and one touchdown ¢ Lettered in football and 
frock. 


SHIRLEY, Rob FB 6-0, 230 Bloomington, IN Bloomington South 
PrepStor ranked No. 8 running back in Midwest Region Rated No. 88 running back nationally by | 
Rivals100.com @ All-State # All-Conference @ Had 3,703 career yards rushing and 57 touchdowns @ Three- | 
yeor letterman in track. | 


STAUSS, Tony QB 6-2, 200 Racine, WI Horlick 

USA Today honorable mention All-American # SuperPrep All-American @ Rated No. 1 quarterback in Mid- 
| west Region by PrepStar # Rivals100.com ranked No. 28 quarterback nationally # Prep Fooiball Report All- 
American @ All-State @ Completed 303 of 505 pass attempts for 3,181 yards and 29 touchdowns @ Lettered 
in football, baseball, basketball and golf. 


| STUCKEY Torri TB 5-11, 200 Robbins D. D. Eisenhower 

PrepStar ranked No. 9 running back in Midwest Region @ Rated No. 38 running back nationally by 
Rivals100,com @ All-State @ As a senior, had 1,359 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns Had 1,907 yards 
rushing and 31 touchdowns as a junior # Had over 3,000 career yards rushing and scored 57 touchdowns # 
Hod 180 career tackles and seven interceptions @ Lettered in football and track. 


THOMAS, Sygo LB 6-1, 25 Marina Del Rey, CA Loyola 

SuperPrep All-American @ Rated No. 11 linebacker in West Region by PrepStor @ All-County # All-Region # 
Had 154 tackles, including 14 tackles for loss, 11 quarterback sacks, five fumbles caused, three fumbles recov- 
ered and two interceptions as a senior # Team captain. 


ULRICH, Matt OL 6-3, 295 Streamwood Streamwood 
PrepStar All-Midwest Region # Ranked No. 41 lineman nationally by Rivals100.com @ All-State # Two-time 
All-Area @ Two-time Academic All-State. 


WARD, Marvin CB 5-11, 195 Landover, MD Eleanor Roosevelt 
Played only one year of football @ Helped team fo state championship by retuming an interception 32 yards 
for a touchdown # Had five interceptions # Three-year letterman in basketball and track. 


WRIGHT, Jason TB 5-11, 200 Diamond Bar, CA Diamond Bar 

SuperPrep All: West Region # Rivals 100.com California Top 100 # All-State Division Offensive Player of the 
Year @ Had 4,268 career yards rushing ond 36 career receptions for 357 yards @ Scored 58 career touch- 
downs @ Hod 284 yards rushing in league championship gome @ Lettered in football and track. 


AWLOOKATTHEWILDGATS: 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS SCHEDULE 


(3-8, 1-7) PASSING | Aug. 31 Northern Illinois 
A Comp Yarps Pct TD_ INT 
3. Miami, Ohio 28 Kreinbrink 60 774 380 4 Sept. 9 Duke 
70 741 45.8 3 
17 TCU 7 RUSHING Sept. 16 = at TCU 
NAME Yaros  A\ 
15 Duke (OT) 12 Sept. 23. at Wisconsin 
a Purdue xi | Ayeni 4A 160 36") 1a) 0} Sept. 30 at Michigan State 
14 Minnesota 33 | | 5 
| RECEIVING Oct. fi Indiana 
17 Indiana 34 : YASSER ANG ; 
Oct. 14 Purdue 
23 lowa v Albee Johnson 23 354 15.4 49 4 
Thompson 22 162 7.4 15 0 | 5 
| Oct. 28 at Minnesota 
. . Tant 17 203 11.9 28 0 
19 Wisconsin 35 Anderson 16 184 11.5 67 0 > 
(0) Michigan State 34 Tacktes: Bentley 148; Harris 110; Morton 103; Silva 83. | Nov. 11 at lowa 
INTERCEPTIONS: Blackmon 2; Bentley 2. | 
7 Illinois 29 QB Sacks: Missouri 5: Ps 4; Harris 3; Beniley 2; Oya | Nov. 18 Illinois 
| Tacktes For Loss: Missouri 20; Bentley 10; Harris 5; Collins 5. | 
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sive player, in to protect the quarterback. 

* Quarterback Zak Kustok, a Notre 
Dame transfer, couldn’t play the first four 
games while the NCAA and NU wrangled 
over his eligibility. He started the last six 
games without knowing the offense prior 
to August. 

* What few true receivers NU had — 
Teddy Johnson, Sam Simmons and Jon 
Schweighardt — all went down with 
injuries and missed most, if not all, of the 
last month of the season. 

* The lone fullback on the roster, lan 
Miller, suffered a concussion during the 
non-conference portion of the schedule 
and missed half the season. NU filled his 
spot shifting tight ends Tant and John 
Cerasani on short notice. 

What was the net result of these woes? 
Northwestern finished last in the Big Ten in 
points (141), total yardage (3,131) and 
passing efficiency (83.2 rating). 

Nobody will accept numbers anywhere 
close to those this year. Not with eight 
returning starters and a key addition in 
sophomore right guard Jeff Roehl (6-4, 290), 
a transfer from Notre Dame. 

“We're not going to be young any- 
more,” Kustok said. “We should be ready 
from the get-go. Everything will fall into 
place if | perform well. | think I've been 
ready to go since right after (the season- 
ending loss to) Illinois. That left a bad 
taste in my mouth.” 

Kustok, a 6-2 junior who hit 46 per- 
cent of his passes for 741 yards, three TDs 
and six interceptions after becoming eligi- 
ble in Game 5, is an eager learner who 
has improved arm strength and decision- 
making skills to go with decent foot 
speed and instincts. 

His numbers should go up substan- 
tially thanks to the beefed-up receiving 
corps. NU supplemented last year’s weak- 
ness in three fashions. 

The Wildcats shifted young tailbacks 
Louis Ayeni, the team’s shiftiest player, 
and Chris Brown to join holdovers Johnson 
(23 catches, 354 yards, 4 TDs), Simmons 
(12-261-1), Schweighardt (11-134) and 
Derrick Thompson (22-162). 

They also welcomed redshirt fresh- 
men Ronnie Foster and Kunle Patrick. Fos- 
ter is particularly intriguing because he 
clocked a 4.36 in the 40-yard dash in the 
spring — the best time the school has had 
in years. 

Walker and Wilson also expect a pair of 
6-3 incoming freshmen — Roger Jordan and 
E! Da Sheon Nix — to vie for playing time. 

“We've got more bodies, more speed,” 
Wilson said. “We're not doing good jobs if 


we're not a heck of a lot better.” 

If the receivers are better, junior tailback 
Damien Anderson's job should be easier. 

Last year, with things crumbling 
around him, the workhorse carried fre- 
quently against insurmountable odds. 

“The box was loaded with nine guys,” 
Wilson said. “There’s more up there than 
you can block.” 


QUARTERBACK ZAK KUSTOK, A NOTRE DAME 
TRANSFER, COULDN’T PLAY THE FIRST FOUR 
GAMES WHILE THE NCAA AND NU WRANGLED 
OVER HIS ELIGIBILITY. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


That explains Anderson's 3.7-yard 
average, though he racked up 1,128 
yards. 

This year Anderson's average number 
of carries should go down, but his 
yardage ought to go up. 

“He's a talented guy,” Walker said. 
“He can be a special player this year.” 

He'll be aided by an offensive line that 
will be bigger, better, deeper and more 
experienced. 

Walker loves his sophomores on the 
interior — center Austin King and Roehl. 


The latter proved his mettle last fall with 
his yeoman scout team work against the 
first-team defense. 

“Every day, the defensive guys came 
in going, ‘Blah, blah, blah,’ about him,” 
Walker said. “He’s got a great ability to 
bend his knees. He’s what they look like 
(in the NFL). | love watching him do squat 
lifts. You get 600 pounds on the bar and 
watch him go.” 

Roehl and King will be joined on the 
line by returning veterans LG Wayne Lucier, 
LT Leon Brockmeier and RT Mike Souza. 

No experience returns at fullback and 
tight end — prompting the four-wideout 
looks — but redshirt freshman tight end Eric 
Worley (6-4, 251) excited the coaches by 
running a 4.56 40-yard dash during the 
spring. Walker wants the unit to score in 
the mid-20s each week — a hefty goal 
considering NU managed 23 points only 
twice last year. 

If the Wildcats’ offense consistently 
hits the mid-20s, their defense should 
make most of those outputs stand up. 

Even without senior strong safety 
Mycal Jones, who was dismissed for acad- 
emic deficiencies, Northwestern returns 
veterans at 10 spots who own a total of 
123 career starts. 

When was the last time the Wildcats 
had so many veterans to call upon? 

“Probably 1995,” Brown said. 

And what happened in 1995? The 
Wildcats roared to the Rose Bowl and led 
the nation in regular season scoring 
defense (12.8 points per game). 

NU’s only question marks are in the 
secondary. Junior Marvin Brown gets first 
chance to replace Jones at strong safety 
while returning starter Shegun Cummings- 
John needs to improve to hold off Chasda 
Martin and Raheem Covington at corner. 

Fortunately for the newcomers, 
they're surrounded by standouts in fifth- 
year seniors Blackmon and Morton. 

Blackmon, a four-year starter, broke 
the school records for pass breakups in 
a season (17) and career (26) last year. 
He takes every opponent's best shot. 

Morton, meanwhile, improved rapidly 
during the latter half of last season. 

“| think the light really clicked on for 
him about the sixth ballgame,” Brown 
said. “I said, ‘Who is this kid?’ | think he’s 
got a chance to maybe play at the next 
level. He’s smart as hell and will knock 
the mess out of you.” 

Morton racked up 34 tackles in NU’s 
last two games to finish with 103 stops 
for the year. 

The only teammates who bettered 
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Domien Anderson RB ok = S11 208 Wilmington 
Mest Anderson oT Ofr 64 278  Belidere 

Louis Ayeni RB S 60 2 Woodbury, MN : 
Jelt Boer 1») eg 63 281 — Bedlord, PA 

Bob Barz QBS 62 23 lie 

Kevin Bentley Bt = 1 283—Noth Hil, CA 
Horold Blockmen DBS = 60 205 Chicago 

Ray Bogenriet DE So 64 245 Cedorburg, WI 
Leon Brockmeier On 67 33 Tollchossee, FL 
Cheis Brown RB OFr «63220 Nopenille 
Marvin Brown SS tr = S10 197 Pueblo, CO 
Vincert Cortaya 1B 64 235 Miami, FL 

Pete Chopmon oO 63 292 Aurora, co 
lonce Clelland Oo os 65 312 Reisterstown, MD 
Jevior Collins oT 66 310 & Poul, MN 
Raheem Covington DB So 59 176 Pinetiil, NJ 
Shegun CummingsJohn 08 Jr = S11 196 Meso, AZ 

Matt Donielson Gb OFF 60 220 Rochester Hils, Mi 
Pat Durr B 62 229 &. Chorles 

Regis Eller 6 61 230 Minneopelis, MN 
Contad Emmerich DE 65 270 Foley, MN 
Brondon Evens CB ofr «= 517-190 Kennesow, GA 
Dovid Forman TE So 65 252 Austin, TX 

Adom Fay OQ kk 64 Bl Betiendor, a 
Ronnie Foster WR fr 62-199 _Pecria Heights 
Onoje Grimes 1B So = 2 = 233 Shoker Heights, OH 
Jock Homedy O Sr 67 297 Chicago 
Napoleon Harris B & 63 235  Diaxmoor 

Teddy Johnson WR Se Sil 190 Ein 

Chris Jones B So 62 241  Gorlnd, IX 
Mycol Jones SS Se S11 240 Jeannete, PA 
Ben Kennedy TE Fr 66261 Nopervile 
Austin King C So 4 282 Gncinnati, OH 


Pos. Cuass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
93 Pete Konopka OF & 64 255 Marengo 
13. Nick Kreinbrink CS kk «= 2-230 Leipsic, OH 
10 Zak Kusiok Gok 61 212 Orond Pak 
22 Kevin Lawrence #8 So S11 203 Montred, Quebec 
46 Giles Lei RF BT 230 bevel, Guebee | 
39 Timlong PK & «= 1195 Aloona, PA 
76 Woyne Lucier Ol kk = 4 9A Solem, NH 
28 Brion Marshall B 510 209 Southfield, Ml 
33. Chasdo Martin CB So S11 194 Phoenix, AZ 
74 Derek Martinez OL fF 68 285 Sondose,CA 
68 Col Mateja O FF 65 301 Houston, TK 
95. Dwayne Missouri DE & 65265 Son Aner, X 
24 Rashod Morton FS Sr S11-213 Macedonia, OH 
91 Gobe Nyenhuis DE fr «G4 261 Charles 
17. Steve Porker GB So 64 24 Costo Volley, CA 
23 Kunle Potrick WR fr 61-199. Brooklyn, NY 
35 Brett Roberts FS fr «60-190 Monhatton, KS | 
73 Jef Roh So 64 20 OlondPok — 
35. Mork Roush SS Fr S11 185. Richmond, VA 
82 _ Jon Schweighardt WR So 510 180 Wheaten 
83. Mike Sherry fk | &A 232 Grif 
4 bly Sho IBook «= 63285 San Diego, CA 
32. Som Senmons Wok 510 22 Kansas City, MO 
94 Solem Simon DE Jt = && 270 Cleveland, OH 
56 Mike Souza O kk 6 29% Koneche, Hi 
42. JJ. Stondring Pk 60 02 Chicago 
9 Derrick Thompson WR S 59 178 Honey 
30 Roshidi Wheeler $$ 60-213 Ontario, CA 
37 Seon Wieber FS So. & 1197 Sondusky, OH 
55. George Woods DT Fr G1 281- Le Mirodo, CA 
87 Eric Worley TE Fe 64251 Mearshheld, MA | 
Roster ond depth chart subjed to change. 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB 
TB 
FB 

WR 
WR 


Zak Kustok, Jr*/Tony Stauss, Fr 
Damien Anderson, Jr*/Kevin Lawrence, So 
Mike Sherry, Jr/Gilles Lezi, Fr 
Jon Schweighardt, So/Sam Simmons, Jr* 
Teddy Johnson, Sr*/Derrick Thompson, Sr 
David Farman, So/Eric Worley, R-Fr 
Leon Brockmeier, Jr*/Ben Kennedy, R-Fr 
Wayne Lucier, Jr*/Derek Martinez, R-Fr 
Austin King, So*/Carl Matejka, R-Fr 
Jeff Roehl, So/Jack Harnedy, Sr 

"Mike Souza, Jr*/ Lance Clelland, Jr 
Tim Long, Sr*/! Brian Huffman, Fr 


| 


DE Dwayne Missouri, Sr*/Pete Konopka, Jr 
DT Javiar Collins, Sr*/Pete Chapman, So 
DT Jeff Baer, Jr/Salem Simon, Jr* 
DE Conrad Emmerich, Sr*/Gabe Nyenhuis, R-Fr 
OLB Napoleon Harris, Jr*/Onaje Grimes, So 
MLB Billy Silva, Jr*/Vince Cartaya, So 
OLB Kevin Bentley, Jr*/Pat Durr, So 
cB Harold Blackmon, Sr*/Raheem Covington, So 
cB Chasda Martin, So/Shegun Cummings-John, Jr* 
FS Rashad Morton, Sr*/Sean Wieber, So 
Ss Rashidi Wheeler, Jr/Marvin Brown, Jr 
P J.J, Standring, Jr*/Sean Wieber, So 
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SPRING UPDATE 


unior Zak Kustok, who started the 

final six games of the 1999 

season, easily retained his starting 
job during spring practice. 

Kustok's continued reign was made 
easier when fellow junior Nick Kreinbrink, 
who started the first five games, quit the 
team before spring practice to join the 
baseball team. 

Kreinbrink’s decision likely was influ- 
enced by NU’s recruitment of incoming 
freshman quarterback Tony Stauss from 
Racine, Wis. — PrepStar’s top-rated 
quarterback in the Midwest. 

He is expected to give Kustok a run 
for his job when he becomes confident 
with the Wildcats’ new four-wideout, 
no-huddle offense. 

Not coincidentally, NU’s new set is 
similar to what Stauss ran in high school. 
As a senior, Stauss completed 303 of 505 
passes for 3,181 yards, 29 touchdowns 
and just 13 interceptions. 

Stauss made the 60-minute drive from 
Racine to Evanston more than once during 
spring practice to learn from the sidelines. 

Head coach Randy Walker was 
impressed by that. 

¢ NU’s already-elastic defensive line 
became paper-thin during the last week 
of spring practice when junior defensive 
tackle Salem Simon tore the ACL in his 
left knee. 

The 6-4, 270-pound Simon, who had 
five tackles for loss last year, was a key 
part of NU’s plan to make its defense 
quicker. 

Simon is supposed to miss four to six 
months, which means he won't return until 
two weeks prior to the Aug. 31 opener 
with Northern Illinois at the earliest. 

¢ After rushing for 1,128 yards in 
the fall and working out religiously over the 
winter, junior tailback Damien Anderson 
had little to prove during spring practice. 

During NU’s first intrasquad scrim- 
mage, Anderson took his first carry 
42 yards for a score. Randy Walker 
promptly told him to take the rest of the 
afternoon off. 

¢ NU recruited just 19 freshmen in the 
spring, but six of the recruits carried the 
ball for more than 1,000 yards and will 
be given a chance to be in the offensive 
backfield. 

Not every freshman will stay in the 
offensive backfield. Look for at least three 
newcomers to shift to the defense. 

— Lindsey Willhite 
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KEVIN BENTLEY ADDED 12 POUNDS OF 
MUSCLE DURING A GRUELING OFFSEASON, 
WHICH INCLUDED FOUR-HOUR WORKOUTS 

OVER SPRING BREAK WHEN HE WAS 
SUPPOSED TO BE RELAXING. 


PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


him were NU’s set of stud outside line- 
backers — juniors Kevin Bentley and 
Napoleon Harris. 

Bentley, an All-Big Ten second-team 
selection, finished fifth in the nation with 
148 tackles. Harris added 110 in 10 
games. Sophomore middle linebacker 
Billy Silva, a 235-pounder, averaged 8.5 
stops per game after jumping into the 
starting lineup in Week 8. 

“All three of them are pretty doggone 
good,” Brown declared. 

The linebackers are the defense’s 
strength, though the revamped defensive 
line might give them a run. 

Former middle linebacker Conrad 
“Lunatic” Emmerich added 15 pounds of 
muscle during the offseason and will plant 
his 271-pound frame at right end. 

His presence shifts last year’s starting 
right end, a similarly-bulked Salem Simon, 
over to tackle. 

Both should bring added quickness to 
the line, which will mesh nicely with the 


Bentley Wants to Be the Best... Period 


fter leading the Big Ten in tack- 
les during his first year as a 
tarter, then-sophomore outside 
linebacker Kevin Bentley waited for 
awards to come his way. 

He’s still waiting for the league's 
coaches fo recognize his 148-stop season. 
The 6-1, 233-pounder received 

second-team All-Big Ten honors from 
the media, but was relegated to honor- 
able mention by the coaches. 

“| was pretty upset | didn’t get at 
least second team,” Bentley said. 

While Bentley understands he had 
some stiff competition at linebacker last 
year — including Penn State’s LaVar 
Arrington and Brandon Short and 
Ohio State’s Na‘il Diggs — he thinks 
a few players’ reputations took prece- 
dence over his performance. He refuses 
to let that happen in 2000. 

“He wants to be the best,” said NU 
defensive coordinator Jerry Brown. 
“Period.” 

Bentley added 12 pounds of muscle 
during a grueling offseason, which 
included ‘our-hour workouts over 
spring break when he was supposed to 
be fabcig. 


skills brought by senior left end Dwayne 
Missouri, who broke the school’s power 
clean record (390 pounds). Missouri piled 


F THE SPOTLIGHT’S 
TO SHINE ON 
NORTHWESTERN 


THIS YEAR, IT NEEDS TO CLIMB 
SOME STEPS AGAINST ITS 
MODERATE NON-CONFERENCE 
SCHEDULE. 


up five sacks and 15 other tackles for loss 
last year. 

“It'll make us a lot faster and more ath- 
letic,” Brown said. 

The key to the front four might be 


He stayed on campus over the 
summer and almost wore out films of 
opposing Big Ten offenses. Of course, 
he did the same thing last year, which 
enabled him to make big plays almost 
every week. Against Purdue, for exam- 
ple, he sniffed out a “bubble screen,” 
raced into the backfield for an intercep- 
tion and returned Drew Brees’ pass 40 
yards for a touchdown. 

Expect more big plays this season, 
though Brown and head coach Randy 
Walker hope his tackle totals go down. 
That means NU’s defense won't have 
spent as much time on the field. 

As for Bentley, he cares about three 
things: Being part of a bowl team, being 
part of a defense that allows no more than 
14 points per week ... and being part of 
every team that honors linebackers. 

“Hopetully I'll be preseason All-Big 
Ten,” Bentley said, “I'll be on some pre- 
season All-American teams and, by the 
end of the season, I'll solidify what they 
say in the preseason. 

“At the end of the season, granted 
! play well, there should be no ques- 
tions whether I’m an All-American or 
All-Big Ten player — first team.” Q 


defensive tackle Javiar Collins, a 6-6, 315- 
pound package of sculpted potential the 
Wildcats have been waiting on for five years. 

Collins registered four sacks last year 
after replacing the injured Jeff Dyra in the 
lineup at midseason. 

“He didn’t play a lot in high school 
because he thought his future might be in 
basketball,” Brown said. “I think the light 
has clicked on for him, but | need to make 
sure it’s shining nice and bright.” 

If the spotlight’s to shine on North- 
western this year, it needs to climb some 
steps against its moderate non-conference 
schedule. The Wildcats face Northern Illi- 
nois, Duke and TCU before diving into 
a Big Ten slate without games against 
Penn State and Ohio State. 

Walker’s cautiously optimistic. 

“You can go from three wins to seven 
pretty fast,” Walker said. “We weren't far 
from winning zero last year, but we 
weren't far away from winning six, either.” 

— Lindsey Willhite 


2000 


LinDy’s FOOTBALL ANNUALS 161 


programs would be satisfied with, and 

the fact that Ohio State isn’t explains 
why the Buckeyes aren’t most programs. 

The 6-6 record OSU endured last sea- 
son, resulting in the first non-bowl year 
since 1988, could have been written off as 


[- the kind or success ratio plenty of 


OHIO STATE 


& BUCKEYES 


visit three first-division contenders — Pur- 
due, Illinois and Wisconsin. 

Throw in an early-season trip to Ari- 
zona and it’s easy to see why Cooper 
might want to couch his optimism. 

Instead, he’s sounding a battle cry 
a lot like fictional television crusader 


holes and adding recruits like Andy 
Katzenmoyer and David Boston to win the 
conference and the Rose Bowl and finish 
second nationally. 

The difference now is, the players OSU 
will rely on in 2000 are essentially those 
who were hammered routinely in 1999. 


Did the Buckeyes Get a Wake-up Call in ‘99? 


inevitable in light of the personnel losses 
suffered from an 11-1, second-ranked 
team in 1998. 

At a lot of places, going to bowls 11 
of 12 years would be celebrated. 

But at Ohio State, staying home for 
the holidays once every dozen years is 
once too often. 

That's why coach John Cooper opted 
for a major overhaul, rather than simply 
tinkering with the engine, upon entering 
his 13th season in Columbus. 

Two coaches were fired, including 
offensive coordinator Mike Jacobs, and the 
rest of the staff was reshuffled. 

“| promise you this, Ohio State will be 
a force again on the national level and be 
a legitimate player in the Bowl Champi- 
onship Series standings,” said Cooper, 
whose team won 10 or more games in 
each of the four seasons prior to last year, 
winning two Big Ten titles and finishing 
No. 2 in the nation twice. “We have too 
much talent and too many good people 
on this team for that not to happen. 

“We are not used to .500 seasons and 
we refuse to accept mediocrity. Ohio State 
will be back to where we should be.” 

Those are bold words for a coach 
whose team lost six games in 1999 to 
teams that won post-season bowl games, 
five of whom reappear on the schedule 
this year with as much or more talent than 
the Buckeyes. 

Sure, OSU gets traditional Big Ten 
powers Penn State, Michigan State and 
Michigan at home, but the Buckeyes must 


WIDEOUT KEN-YON RAMBO IS EXPECTED TO 
SPARK THE BUCKEYES’ PASSING GAME. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


Howard Beal. 

Cooper is mad as — well, you know 
— and isn’t going to take it any more. 

“We were kicked around last year and 
that's something we're not used to,” he 
said. “To get back to the level we estab- 
lished and sustained in the past is going 
to take sacrifice and hard work.” 

Cooper has always raved about the 
Buckeyes’ work ethic, but in years past, 
the depth chart dripped with talent that 
other programs envied. 

For instance, in 1995, OSU scorched 
teams with an offense featuring Heisman 
Trophy winner Eddie George, record-set- 
ting quarterback Bob Hoying and Bilet- 
nikoff winner Terry Glenn at wide 
receiver. 

All three of those guys left for the NFL 
and Ohio State came back even better in 
1996, plugging replacements into the 


at a glance 


Quarterback Steve Bellisari is the guy 
on whom Ohio State's offense will rely. 
But too often last season, Bellisari bailed 
out of the pocket and tried to create on 
his own, rather than stick with the play 
called on the sidelines. 

Many times, his improvisation was 
a matter of survival since OSU's offensive 
line was regularly dominated and seldom 
provided adequate protection. 

Bellisari’s struggles and the line's poor 
performance ultimately spelled doom for 
Jacobs, the offensive coordinator whose 
attack registered eye-popping numbers 
in 1998. 

Cooper dismissed Jacobs shortly after 
the 1999 season and moved five-year 
wide receivers coach Chuck Stobart into 
the offensive coordinator’s role. 

That job is nothing new for Stobart, 
who in 36 years as a collegiate assistant 


1999: 6-6 Overall; 3-5 Big Ten (T/8th) 

COACH: John Cooper — At Ohio State: 
103-39-4, 12 years; Overall: 185-79-6, 
23 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 6: 6 Offense, 
8 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Steve Bellis- 
ari, TB Jonathan Wells, WR Reggie Ger- 
many, WR Ken-Yon Rambo, DT Ryan 
Pickett, DT Mike Collins, CB Nate Clements, 
SS Michael Doss 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Wide receivers 
Rambo and Germany can make big plays 
if the offensive line protects Bellisari and 


he improves his accuracy. Defensive line 
is deep. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: [f line blocking 
is shoddy and Bellisari tries to do too 
much on his own, the offense will sputter. 
Linebackers must improve tackling. 

OVERVIEW: Cooper talks as if returning 
to the top of the conference is a foregone 
conclusion. Teams finishing ahead of OSU 
last year may disagree. Most have more 
returning talent and now know they can 
beat the Buckeyes. Unless Ohio State 
improves dramatically, it could be another 
second-division finish. 
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UCKEVES*RECRUITING 


Name /' Posmion Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoo / Coltece Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN Hic Scuoot / Couece 
ALLEN, Willie DB 6-2, 175 Huber Heights We MALDONADO, Sam RB 6-2, 215 Harrison, NY Harrison 
SuperPrep rated No. 4 defensive bock and No. 27 player in Midwest Region # Ranked No. 53 defensive back | | Parade All-American @ USA Today second-team All-American @ Ranked No. 1 running back nationally by 
nationally by Rivals 100.com @ All-State. Rivals100.com  SuperPrep Easter Region Most Valuable Player and rated No. 1 player in the region # Hod 
| 7,581 career yards rushing and 99 touchdowns # Had 3,000 yards rushing as a senior. 
BARRE, B. J. DB 6-1, 185 Toledo Whitmer 
Ranked No. 2 comerback and No. 17 player in Midwest Region by SuperPrep @ Special mention All-State # MATTHEWS, Thomas LB 6-1, 205 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Dillord 
As. senior, had 1,245 yards rushing @ Hod 27 tackles and five interceptions as a junior. Ranked No. 77 linebacker nationally by Rivals100.com @ As a senior, had five games with at least 15 tackles 
each @ Had 100 tackles as a junior. 
BRITTON, Bobby DB 5-11, 175 Jacksonville, FL Raines 
Rivals100.com rated No. 14 cornerback nationally @ Florida Times-Union Super 75 @ Had 47 receptions and McFADDEN, Rick QB 67, 205 Struthers Struthers 
eight touchdowns as « senior @ As a junior, had 40 tackles and three interceptions | Rated No. 2 quarterback in Midwest Region by SuperPrep @ Rivals 100.com ranked No, 34 quarterback nation- 
ally @ Had 2,056 yards passing and 20 touchdowns as a senior. 
CALDWELL, Jason TE 6-5, 265 Mentor Mentor 
Ranked No. 25 player in Ohio by The Ohio Football Recruiting News # As a senior, had 20 receptions for 210 MUHAMMAD, Jamal LB 6-1, 230 Stone Mountain, GA Stone Mountain 
yards and five touchdowns # Member of basketball and track teams # State runner-up in discus. Rivals 100.com ranked No. 51 linebacker nationally Rated No. 6 linebacker in Southeast Region by PrepStar 
4 Asa senior, had 150 tackles, six quarterback sacks and one interception @ Had 400 yards rushing. 
CHILDRESS, Brondon “Bam” DB 5-10, 175 Bedford Chonel | 
USA Today Ohio Player of the Year @ Ohio Mr. Football @ Hod 41 receptions for 754 yards and 111 touch: | | OUVEA, Shane OL 65,315 Cedarhurst, NY Lawrence 
downs as a senior @ Returned two kickoffs and two punts for touchdowns @ Had 3,553 career kickoff return USA Today honorable mention All-American # SuperPrep rated No. 8 offensive lineman nationally and No. 1 
yards, 2,707 punt return yards and 2,776 receiving yards. offensive lineman in East Region @ Ranked No. 33 offensive lineman nationally by Rivals 100.com. 
COOPER, Marco LB 6-2, 235 Detroit, MI Cass Tech POGUE, Terry RB 6-2, 220 Dayton Colonel White 
Parade All-American # USA Today All-American @ Rated No. 8 linebacker nationally by PrepStar @ As a USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Rated No, 29 running back nationally by Rivals100.com 
senior, had 118 tackles, including 81 solo and 22 tackles for loss, four fumbles and three fumbles | Ohio Offensive Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 29 touchdowns and four two-point conversions @ Hod 
caused @ Had 114 tackles as a junior. 1,903 yards rushing @ Had 1,317 yards rushing as a junior. 
HOLUNS, John WR 6-2, 185 Huber Heights Wayne REYNOLDS, Robert LB 6-4, 223 Bowling Green, KY Bowling Green 
SuperPrep ranked No. 4 receiver in Midwest Region Had 61 receptions for 1,220 yards and 17 touchdowns. USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Ranked No. 26 linebacker nationally by Rivals100.com # Ken- 
se? Player of the Year @ Two-time All-State @ As a senior, had 99 tackles, including 14 for loss, nine quarter- 
HUSTON, Josh K 6-2, 190 Findlay Findlay back sacks and one interception @ Had 468 career tackles and 29 quarterback sacks. 
Rated No. 10 kicker nationally by Rivals100.com # SuperPrep ranked No. 3 kicker in Midwest Region @ As a 
senior, made nine of 15 field gool attempts with season long kick of 43 yards @ Inside 45 yards, made 17 of 18 SCOTT, Darrion LB 6-3, 244 Charleston, WV ee 
career attempts. USA Today honorable mention All-American # Rivals100.com rated No. 18 linebacker nationally # Ranked 
No. 25 player in East Region by SuperPrep @ Two-time All-State @ Started at fullback. 
JACOBS, Harlan DB 62,175 Atlanta, GA Douglas 
Rivals100.com ranked No. 36 cornerbock nationally Had 40 tackles and four interceptions as a senior. SMITH, Will DE 6-3, 230 Utica, NY Proctor 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Ranked No. | defensive lineman in East Region and No. 7 
JENKINS, Michael WR 6-5, 200 Tampa, FL leto nationally by SuperPrep # Rivals 100.com rated No. 7 defensive lineman nationally # As a senior, had 65 tack- 
Rated No. 22 player in Florida by SuperPrep ¢ Florida Times-Union Super 75 @ As a senior, played receiver | les, including 20 for loss, 13 quarterback sacks and three fumbles caused. 
and linebacker @ Had 600 yards rushing on 60 carries @ Had 20 receptions for 300 yards. } 
| STEPANOVICH, Alex OL 6-5, 270 Berea Berea 
JOE, Brandon RB 6-2, 230 Westerville South | USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Rated No. 17 offensive lineman nationally by Rivals100.com # 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ SuperPrep ranked No. 29 player in Midwest Region @ Rated SuperPrep ranked No. 4 offensive lineman and No. 30 player in Midwest Region # Detroit Free Press rated No. 
No. 23 running back nationally by Rivals 100.com # Detroit Free Press ranked No. 7 player in Midwest Region. 19 player in Midwest Region @ Two-way starter @ As a junior, had 68 tackles and 114 quarterback sacks, 
KINNARD, Larry OL 67,295 Alliance Alliance TOWNSEND, Alphonso DL 6-6, 280 lima Senior 
Rated No. 3 lineman in Midwest Region by SuperPrep # Rivals100.com ranked No. 59 offensive lineman SuperPrep rated No. | defensive lineman in Midwest Region and No. 12 notionally # Ranked No. 5 defensive 
nationally @ Starting center on basketball team. end nationally by Rivals 100.com # Had 80 tackles, inching 15 for loss, and six quarterback sacks as a junior. 
LEE, Andrew WR 6-2, 195 Columbus Brookhaven | TUCKER, Jock LB 6-1, 235 Cypress, CA Cerritos CC 
SuperPrep ranked No. 5 receiver in Midwest Region @ Rated No. 75 receiver nationally by Rivals]00.com # J.C. GridWire second-team All-American @ Rated No. 5 junior on linebacker nationally by SuperPrep 
Had 30 receptions for 667 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior. Hod 120 junior college career tackles @ As a sophomore, had 61 3 


A LOOK AT THE-BUCKEYES — 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


____ PASSING at Sept. 2 Fresno State | 
(6-6, 3-5) | NAME Att Comp Yaros Pct TD 

= Bellisari 224 101 1616 451 12 Sept. 9  atArizona 
12 Miami 23 Moherman 36 «435 «480 2 
42. UCLA 20 RUSHING __ Sept. 16 — at Miami (OH) 

ri AvG Le 

40 Ohio i Wiley 183 952 52 69 10 Sept. 23 Penn State 
34 — Cincinnati 20 | Bellisari 116 S32) pagina GBD | 

incinnati ellisari . yi 3 

Wells 51 7 ee Oct. 7 at Wisconsin 
17 Wisconsin 42 Combs 43 175). 140 39S 
25 Purdue 22 RECEIVING ! : Oct. ] 4 Minnesota 
NAME No Yarps AVG Oct. 21 rl 

10 Penn State 23 | Germany 43 aGer san azn 7 seldh 

° | Rambo 4l 833 203 68 6 
20 Minnesota 17 Wiley 14 153 10.9 7 1 Oct. 28 at Purdue 
4) lowa 11 Keller 130 16.3 ] a 

| Nov. 4 Michigan State 
7 Michigan State 23 

a | Tacktes: Diggs 94; Clements 90; Berry 86; Ott 79; Nickey 73. | | Nov. 11 at Illinois 

20 Illinois 46 INTERCEPTIONS: Plummer 5; Clements 2. | 
: mie QB Sacks: Diggs 6; Cotton 5; Collins 4; Pickett 3; Bullard 3. . ope 

17 Michigan 24 | Tacktes For Loss: Diggs 15; Ott 11; Cotton 11; Collins 11. | | Nov. 18 Michigan 
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QUARTERBACK STEVE BELLISARI IS THE GUY ON 
WHOM OHIO STATE’S OFFENSE WILL RELY. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


has been offensive coordinator at Pitt, Michigan, USC and 
Arizona, while being head coach at Toledo, Memphis and Utah. 

“He brings a lot of experience,” Bellisari said of Stobart, who 
will coach quarterbacks. “He’s been coaching a long time. He’s 
a people person. Everyone feels comfortable with him.” 

“Chuck Stobart is an outstanding football coach,” Cooper 
said. “He’s been great working with our wide receivers and 
| know he’s going to do a great job running our offense. We were 
already drawing on his experience before when we formulated 
our game plans.” 

Some new wrinkles will be evident as Stobart tries to take 
advantage of Bellisari’s talents and return the Buckeyes to an 
offense that can move the ball on the ground. 

Last season, OSU didn’t produce a 1,000-yard rusher for only 
the second time in seven seasons, struggling on short yardage to 
finish an uncharacteristic sixth in the league in rushing offense 
and third-down conversions. 

“We want to establish plays that we can hang our hat on,” 
Stobart said. “We want to be able to run the ball when we have 
to and throw the ball when we want to. If you get into a situation 
where you have to throw the ball because you can't run it, that’s 


when you get in trouble.” 

Stobart has installed some plays to take advantage of the left- 
hander's athleticism, of which Cooper has always been enam- 
ored. Still, the coach wants his quarterback to rely less on the 
long ball and better master routes to get the ball to wideouts 
Ken-Yon Rambo and Reggie Germany. 

“I think Stevie got a little too preoccupied with the deep pass 
last year,” Cooper said. “He needs to be able to find his second 
and third option if the first guy isn’t open.” 

Such development often comes between a quarterback’s first 
and second years as a starter, a process Cooper is hoping holds 
true for Bellisari and many Buckeyes who were pressed into ser- 
vice under fire last year. 

“When you look at those films, you find yourself saying, ‘Holy 
cow, what did we do this for?’ Or, ‘What did we do that for?’ ” Cooper 
said. “We hope we don’t make the same mistakes as last year. 

“There are certain things you can’t do on defense if you don’t 
have the right talent and certain things you can’t do on offense if 
you don’t have the players who can execute it. So, you don’t try to 
do those things. You do what your personnel will allow you to do.” 

Both Cooper and new offensive line coach George Belu 
believe the Buckeyes not only can, but must, be a better power 
running team in 2000. 

Belu came to Columbus from Wake Forest with an already- 
solid Big Ten reputation from his years as Bill Mallory’s offensive 
line coach when the Hoosiers had Anthony Thompson, Vaughn 
Dunbar and Alex Smith putting up big rushing numbers. 

“His style is black and white, there is no gray area with him,” 
offensive tackle Tyson Walter said of Belu. “He'll ask you a ques- 
tion and he expects a direct answer. If you hesitate at all, he gets 
on you. He wants you to be sure. 

“Like, if he asks you, ‘How’s your lifting going?’ If you say, 
‘Pretty good,’ he'll say, ‘It’s either good or not good.’ There is no 
in between.” 

Walter is the Buckeyes’ most experienced lineman up front, 
entering his fourth year as a starter. 

Junior LeCharles Bentley was a utility man last season and 
played so well he was voted OSU's Lineman of the Year. He 
takes over at center for three-year starter Kurt Murphy after start- 
ing at both left guard and right tackle. 

Junior right tackle Henry Fleming is OSU's other returning 
starter up front. Tam Hopkins and Mike Gurr, both of whom saw 
time last year, are the leading candidates to start at guard. 

“Working with Coach Belu is going to be interesting,” the 
free-spirited Walter said. “A lot of times, people let things slide. 
He is certainly going to make us focus and do what's right.” 

That attitude is getting special emphasis at OSU in hopes that 
it will eliminate some of the shoddiness that crept into the pro- 
gram, perhaps as a byproduct of the Buckeyes’ runaway success. 

No one wants to mess with a formula that’s working, but 
when Murphy and two other starters turned up ineligible last 
year, it confirmed that changes had to be made to an academic 
system that saw Katzenmoyer, Murphy and Damon Moore all 
court academic ineligibility in 1998. 

“We're probably working harder on academics around here 
now than at any time I've been in coaching,” said Cooper, whose 
$1.1-million contract contains additional salary bonuses for the 
team’s academic performance. “We're trying to closely monitor 
these kids to make sure they are going to class, to make sure 
they are going to study hall, to make sure ones that need them 
are seeing their tutors. 

“You can count on losing players to the draft, but we can't 
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Arthur Allen OB Fr 5:8 170 Jacksonville, FL 61 Josh McDaniel 8 Fo = 3-204 Ashville 

Tim Anderson oT Fr 63 289 Chyde 15° Scott McMullen O Fr 64 195  Gromville 
Rodney Bailey DE S 64 270 Clevelond V1 Richard McNt CB ofr «S10 160.-Pavk Fees, 
Jobo Bates OT Se 64 279 ChenyHill, 3 Dovid Mitchell CB S 6&1 195 Westerville 
Steve Blaser Bk 63 220——Boco Reon, FL 50. Nick Michell 1B So 61240 Cobmbus 
leChorles Bentley Cc br 63 290 Cleveland 25 Donnie Nickey FS So |S 63-203 Moin City 
Courtland Bullard 1B Jr 63 220 Mom, FL % Pot O'Neill 1B Fr 63 215 Cuychogo Falls 
Joe Brown oT & 66 285 — Tucson, AZ Jason OF 1B de 64 240 Cincinnati 

Ricky Bryont WR Fr = 5:10:165— Farmington Hills, Md 46 Fred Pogoc 1B So 61 218 Dublin 

Chod Cocchio FL Sr = 60-190 Upper Arfington 14 Chores Parnell OB Fr 60 161 — Foirlawn 

Drew Corter WR Fr 64 187 Soon 85 Marvin Payne TE Jr 63 250 Columbus 

Tim Cheatwood \B J 64 235 — Clevelond 72 Marcus Perez OE Sr 63 240 Medina 

Adrien Clarke O fr 64 342 Shaker Heights 97 Kenny Peterson DE 64 265  Conton 

Nete Clemens CB 60190 Shaker Heights 79° Ryon Picket DT kk G3 20 Lephyhis, FL 
Mike Collins oF ok 63 290 Newark 7) Ben Puller Oo sk 66 280 Sidney 

Derek Combs TR St = 62197 Urbancrest 83 Vonness Provitt SE Se = 63200, Warren 

Joe Cooper B Sr 62 225 Columbus 99 Heath Queen OT & 65 275 Medina 

Duane Crooks A So 5:10 185 Dublin 4 Ken-Yon Rombo | 61 190 Cerritos, CA 
Mike Doss SS So 511-197 Conon 7 Derek Ross DB So 1 197 Rock Hill, SC 
von Douglos OT Fr 6 »~—- 302 University Heights 21 BJ, Sander PK Fr 63212 Cincinnati 

Henry Fleming OT Se 67 305 Manning, SC 89 Darnell Sanders TE So 66 265  Worrensville Heights 
Reggie Germony SES 62 195 Hazelwood, MO 26 Andrew Schabo P So 1-220 Worhinglon 

Ge Gront SS So «62 ~—-195 New Philodelphio 6 Roheem Shobazz OB Orr 6&1 193 Chattonoogo, TN 
Andre Grifin TS =e «= 59180 Shaker Heights 74 Eric Smith OG Sr 66 330 Columbus 
Andy Groom PK So 6) 180. Cokmbus 50. Michoe! Stafford OG Sob 280 Upper Afinglon 
Mike Gurr Oo Ss 6&7 290 Homilton 51 Fred Sturrup DE fr 63 291 Plantation, FL 
Ben Hartsock TE Fr 63 250 Chillicothe 33 Note Steod FB So 5:10 255 Manton 

Tom Hopkins OT Se 65 305 Winter Pork, FL 4] Ben Steele 1B fr «SN 207 Marywille 

Mike Jocobs C ok = 61 285 Maumee 37 Andy Szymanowski Bo Fr «= 63215 Freemont 

Brent Johnson DE Se 6-4 265 Kingston, Ontario 95. David Thompson DT So 65 280 Paterson, NJ 

Eric Klabon K 5-10 167 — West Bloomfield, MI 48 Jock Tucker 1B Jr «= G1 235 Cypress, CA 
Jesse Kine TB fr 1216 Upper ington 77 Tyson Woler OT Se 65 295. Banbridge 
Jim Kortovich B S$ 61 215 Fudd 90 Clinton Woyne oT S& 6&3 275 Brompton, Ontario 
Criog Krenzel QB Fr 64 215  Utico, MI 28 Joncthan Wells Rost 61 230 River Ridge, LA 
Scott Kuhnhein OG So 66 285 FortThomas, KY 27 Jerry Westbrooks BS 62 225 Boca Reton, FL 
Chris Leon RB OFF 60 185 Reseda, CA 35 Matt Wilhelm B So 64 240 Lorin 

Kelton Lindsay CB So S11 185 Lebaron 57 Julius Yeast DE So 65 255 Harrodsburg, KY 
Tony locke RS 510185 Ubona 11 Mike Young WR Fr 63 205. Middletown 
Paris Long DT ok = 66 320. Columbus 67 Mot Zohn OL fe 67 407 StHeny 

Jomor Martin fost 61 245 Canton 

Jim Massey OT Jt ~=—65 290 Brecksville Roster and depth chart subject to change. 


2000 PROJECTED 


QB 
RB 
FB 

WR 
WR 


Steve Bellisari, Jr*/Craig Krenzel, So 

Jonathan Wells, Jr/Derek Combs, Sr | 
Jamar Martin, So/Jesse Kline, Fr 

Reggie Germany, Sr*/Vanness Provitt, Sr 
Ken-Yon Rambo, $r*/Chad Cacchio, Jr 
Darnell Sanders, So/Ben Hartsock, Fr 
Tyson Walter, Sr*/Jim Massey, Jr 

Mike Gurr, Sr/Scott Kuhnhein, So 
LeCharles Bentley, Jr*/Mike Jacobs, Jr 
Tam Hopkins, Jr/Scott Kuhnhein, So 
Henry Fleming, Sr*/Adrien Clarke, Fr 
Dan Stultz, Sr*/Josh Huston, Fr 


DEPTH CHART 
EL Saas) 


DE _ Rodney Bailey, Sr*/Kenny Peterson, So 
OT Ryan Pickett, Jr* /Heath Queen, Jr 
OT Mike Collins, Jr*/Joe Brown, Sr 
DE _ Brent Johnson, Sr*/David Thompson, So 
OLB Joe Cooper, Sr/Pat O'Neill, Fr 
MLB Jason Ott, Sr*/Fred Pagac Jr, So 
OLB — Courtland Bullard, Jr/Matt Wilhelm, So 
cB Nate Clements, Jr*/Richard McNutt, Fr 
ss Michael Doss, So*/Cie Grant, So 
| FS Donnie Nickey, So*/Cie Grant, So 
cB David Mitchell, Sr/Kelton Lindsey, So 
P Dan Stultz, Sr*/B.J. Sander, So 


SPRING UPDATE 


t's common for college football play- 

ers to receive counselling about the 

evils of gambling, but it’s unusual for 
one of their school’s greatest players to 
give that warning. 

Such was the case this spring, when 
Art Schlichter visited the Buckeyes and 
spoke candidly of his gambling addiction ... 
and a few weeks later ran into trouble 
when he was charged with money launder- 
ing in connection with a ticket scalping 
scheme. 

“I'm a perfect example of what gam- 
bling can do to your life,” said Schlichter, 
who was the fourth pick in the 1982 NFL 
draft after starting four seasons at OSU, 
but ruined his career by gambling. 

Schlichter spent two prison terms and 
endured two NFL bans. He still struggles 
with his addiction. 

“You can never run from your past, 
though you would like to,” Schlichter said. 
¢ Sophomore Donnie Nickey isn’t 
looking at his position shift like he lost a 
job, but rather that he gained a better one. 

Nickey, who started the first 10 games 
in 1999 at strong safety, will play free 
safety this season. That’s because the guy 
who replaced him for the 1999 season 
finale, Michael Doss, now has the strong 
safety job all to himself. 

“It doesn’t matter that I've changed 
positions,” Nickey said. “This is more my 
fit. I'm a little taller. I'm not quite in that 
strong safety mold.” 

* Ohio State will run as many as 10 
option plays per game, offensive coordina- 
tor Chuck Stobart said, to keep defenses 
honest. 

“It’s something they have to prepare 
for,” Stobart said. “It’s not something we'll 
hang our hat on, but we'll do it to open up 
other things.” 

Quarterback Steve Bellisari was OSU's 
second-leading rusher last season with 332 
yards, so he likes the idea. 

“It's something I can do and that I feel 
comfortable doing,” Bellisari said. 

¢ Ohio State used the soccer-specific 
Columbus Crew Stadium for its spring 
game because of on-going improvements 
to Ohio Stadium. 

The venerable Horseshoe was gutted 
following the last regular season game in 
1999 and the south scoreboard was 
removed. 

Other facets of the $190-million pro- 
ject include the installation of a third deck 
around the perimeter of the stadium and 
permanent seating in the south end zone. 

— Bruce Hooley 
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JONATHAN WELLS AVERAGED A TEAM-BEST 
5.7 YARDS PER CARRY LAST SEASON, BUT 
WAS PLAGUED BY INJURIES AND WOUND 

UP WITH ONLY 51 CARRIES. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


afford to lose three or four players a year 
academically like we did last year.” 

Murphy, middle linebacker Chris Kirk 
and defensive back Derek Ross all came 
up ineligible a year ago and the domino 
effect of their loss was striking. 

Murphy's absence left the offensive 
line without a leader. Kirk's absence forced 
Jason Ott into a starter’s role at middle 
linebacker for which he wasn't ready, as 
did Ross’ departure leave strong safety to 
untested freshman Donnie Nickey. 

Ott thinks he will be better prepared 
to handle the responsibilities of his job 
this year. 

“At this time a year ago, I'd been 
a backup,” Ott said. “When you're the 
starting middle linebacker, you're in 
charge of a lot of things. Now I've done 
that for a year. | know what to expect and 
what's expected of me.” 

Ott believes he can play better than 
a year ago, when teams blocked him suc- 
cessfully too often on a defense that fin- 
ished seventh in the league (159.7 ypg) 
against the run. 

“It's about little things like taking better 


Wells Wants to Leave His Stereotype Behind Him 


hio State running backs coach 
Om Spencer doesn’t hesitate 

when asked what junior tail- 
back Jonathan Wells must do to shou!- 
der the load as OSU's primary 
ballcarrier this season. 

“He can’t get caught from behind,” 
Spencer said. 

Wells’ supposed lack of breakaway 
speed comes up regularly when the sub- 
ject turns to him being the likely work- 
horse in the Buckeyes’ backfield this fall. 

“| know people have doubts about 
that, but I’m confident | can take it to 
the house,” Wells said. “People are 
basing that on one play, so it’s my job 
to show them that’s nothing they need 
to worry about.” 

The one play of which Wells speaks 
was only the biggest play in the biggest 
game of the year for Ohio State. 

Late in the third quarter against 
Michigan, a game OSU had to win to 
become bowl-eligible, Wells broke free 
down the right sideline on a spinning, 
twisting, breakaway run that put him 
on track to score a touchdown that 
would have provided a 24-10 lead. 


pursuit angles and seeing the whole pic- 
ture,” Ott said. “It’s about making the right 
decisions ... and becoming smarter. My 
first year was definitely a learning year.” 
Ott wasn’t the only one who didn’t 


HE 287 POINTS THE 

BUCKEYES PERMITTED 

FELL ONE SHY OF DOU- 
" BLING THE 144 THEY 


ALLOWED IN 1998. OSU WAS MOST 
VULNERABLE IN THE SECOND HALF 
OF ITS FIVE BIG TEN LOSSES, DURING 
WHICH IT WAS OUTSCORED BY A 
COLLECTIVE 86-23 MARGIN. 


perform to the level of the defenses in 
OSU's past. 

The 287 points the Buckeyes permit- 
ted fell one shy of doubling the 144 they 
allowed in 1998. 

OSU was most vulnerable in the sec- 
ond half of its five Big Ten losses, during 


He got caught from behind at the 
Michigan six-yard line. 

The Wolverines denied Ohio State 
any points on that possession, then ral- 
lied for a 24-17 victory that left OSU at 
home for the holidays and Wells fight- 
ing a stereotype. 

Wells averaged a team-best 5.7 
yards per carry last season, but was 
plagued by injuries and wound up with 
only 51 carries. 

He could get that many in OSU's 
first two games this fall. The last Buck- 
eye to get that much action at tailback 
was Heisman Trophy winner Eddie 
George in 1995. 

Since then, Ohio State has relied 
on a tailback tandem each year, some- 
thing Wells would like to see end. 

“I'd definitely love to be the main 
guy in the backfield,” he said. “There's 
a heeling when you know that a posi- 
tion is yours that makes you want to 
work harder. This is my job now and 
| want to do the best | can at it. There 
are big shoes to fill based on some of 
the guys we’ve had in the past, but I’m 
looking forward to doing my part.” Q 


which it was outscored by a collective 86- 
23 margin. 

Much of that blame falls on a defen- 
sive line that returned its top eight players 
from 1998, but never became a dominat- 
ing unit. 

Defensive tackles Ryan Pickett and 
Mike Collins had good years, but defen- 
sive ends Rodney Bailey and Brent John- 
son were disappointments, as was tackle 
Joe Brown, who battled a shoulder injury. 

The line must improve this year if 
OSU is to withstand the graduation losses 
of three-year starters Ahmed Plummer at 
cornerback and Gary Berry at free safety. 

Junior Nate Clements gives the Buck- 
eyes one solid corner, and sophomore 
Michael Doss flashed All-American poten- 
tial when he took over as a starter at 
strong safety late in the year. 

Ross’ return from academic problems 
would be a huge boost, as would the 
rapid development of some linebackers 
from an inexperienced corp that includes 
Joe Cooper, Courtland Bullard, Matt Wil- 
helm and Fred Pagac, Jr. 

— Bruce Hooley 
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Parr PENN 


he Penn State landscape changed 

much after last season. 

The Nittany Lions’ coaching staff has 
had unprecedented changes. Offensive 
coordinator Fran Ganter was promoted to 


assistant head coach and secondary coach 
Tom Bradley to defensive coordinator, 


STATE 


TTANY LIONS 


the fourth quarter. The Lions’ 24-0 wipeout 
of Texas A&M in the Alamo Bowl gave the 


seniors a nice send off, but did little to make 


them or Paterno forget November. 

“Coach Paterno laid down the law,” 
fullback Mike Cerimele said. “He made us 
realize that he’s not going to play around. 


with police does not jeoardize his Penn 
State future. 

Two years ago, Paterno said he would 
break Penn State tradition and play two 
quarterbacks, Casey and Kevin Thompson. 
As the season progressed, though, 
Casey’s playing time diminished, as did 


Late-Season Collapse Motivates Paterno and Lions 


replacing Jerry Sandusky, who retired after 
32 seasons. 

On defense, All-Americans Courtney 
Brown, LaVar Arrington and Brandon Short 
are in the NFL and six other starters com- 
pleted their careers. On offense, quarter- 
back Kevin Thompson, wide receiver Chafie 
Fields and three other starters are gone. 

And, Beaver Stadium is undergoing 
an expansion and facelift, which will be 
completed for the 2001 season. 

The only constant at Penn State, 
it seems, is ageless Joe Paterno, who’s 
about to begin his 35th season as head 
coach. Paterno has renewed enthusiasm 
and energy, especially as he’s trying to 
bounce back from three consecutive 
losses to end the regular season — the 
first time since 1914 that the Nittany Lions 
closed so poorly. 

Penn State was 9-0 and ranked No. 2 
before losing to Minnesota, Michigan and 
Michigan State, which were all decided in 


at a glance 


1999: 10-3 Overall; 5-3 Big Ten (4th) 


83-3, 34 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 8; 6 Offense, 
2 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Rashard 
Casey, TB Eric McCoo, WR Eddie Drum- 
mond, OT Kareem McKenzie, DE Justin 
Kurpeikis, DT Jimmy Kennedy, LB Ron 
Graham, S$ James Boyd 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offense 
has big-play potential with McCoo, Drum- 


COACH: Joe Paterno — At Penn State: 317- 


He wants to find players who are consis- 
tent and who put forth the effort all of the 
time. That shows what he's all about.” 

Paterno is only seven wins from pass- 
ing Paul “Bear” Bryant and becoming the 
winningest major-college coach, but he 
knows that Penn State hasn't won a Big 
Ten championship since 1994. 

This season, the Lions must replace 
14 starters and prepare for a difficult 
schedule that includes a Kickoff Classic 
date with USC and Big Ten trips to Ohio 
State, Minnesota and Michigan. 

“After the disappointment at the end 
of last season and losing all those great 
players, it’s on us to get a different work 
ethic,” Cerimele said. “We have a bunch 
of younger players who want to prove 
what we can do.” 

Most of all, they have quarterback 
Rashard Casey, a senior who could be one 
of the most entertaining players in the 
country. That is if an off-field confrontation 


mond and Casey, if available. On defense, 
the linebackers and the secondary are 
deeper and more balanced. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Replacing the 


pass-rushing of Arrington and Brown will 
be a large task. The Lions also might wind 
up going with two freshman kickers. 


OVERVIEW: Because the Lions have so 


many new faces, the expectations are low. 
That's when Paterno is at his best, so fig- 
ure on another 10-3 season that won't be 
as bitter to swallow as last year. 


his patience. He admitted that he became 
lax on the practice field and disgruntled 
off it. 

“It never got to the point where 
| wanted to transfer,” he said. “I made 
a commitment to come here. What was 
the use of transferring? The same thing 
could happen at other schools. 

“Two years ago, | wanted to be out 
there more than anything else, but | didn’t 
get any time. Last year, things picked up 
and | got an opportunity.” 

Thompson and Casey shared the posi- 
tion from the start and led Penn State to 
nine straight wins. While Thompson 
started each game, the 6-1, 205-pound 
Casey offered a change of pace with his 
passing and running. He also provided 
some memorable moments. 

Against Indiana, he completed 13 of 
15 passes for 196 yards and two touch- 
downs and ran eight times for 75 yards 
and a spectacular 31-yard TD, when he 
reversed field twice, outran the Hoosiers’ 
secondary and dove into the corner of the 
end zone. 

A month later at Illinois, Casey ener- 
gized the lifeless Penn State offense in the 
second half, passing for one TD and run- 
ning 34 yards for another, making two 
360-degree spins to elude four pass rush- 
ers and then sprinting into the end zone. 

“At times, Casey played really well,” 
Paterno said. “Other times, he didn't. 


THE INTENSE JUSTIN KURPEIKIS MADE 
NINE SACKS IN THE REGULAR SEASON 
AND PERFORMED BRILLIANTLY IN THE 
ALAMO BOWL, MAKING 10 TACKLES, 
FOUR FOR LOSS AND TWO FOR SACKS. 
PHOTO BY TOMASSO DEROSA / TDSI 
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HicH ao / Couece 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN 


ACRI, Dan DE 6-4, 235 Harrisburg Bishop 
All-State despite missing five games # Had 11 quarterback on Switched from Trebocher fo Hapa end | 
as a freshman @ Expects to play defensive end at Penn State. 


BENSON, J.D. LB 
Asa senior, hod 105 ads and qurbock sce ed 300 career tackles and nai dantiatea 
@ Missed all of his junior year and most of his senior year with knee injuries. 


BRONSON, John TE/DE 6-4, 240 Kent, WA Kent-Meridian 

Had team-high 15 receptions in one game @ Played defensive end and tight end. 

COSBY, T.C. 1B Owings Mills, MD McDonough 

Abas 8 Acc sr, had 126 les # Pad and slot receiver. 

DAVIS, Jeremiah DE 6-5, 250 Annandale, VA Annandale | 
All-State defensive tackle @ All-District on offense and defense # All-Region on offense and defense. | 


DAVIS, Scott FB/LB 6-3, 275 Parkersburg, Parkersburg 
Three-year starter al fullback and middle linebacker @ Hod 1 ‘000 ae rushing as a senior # Hod 100 tackles. | 


EVANGEUSTA, B.). FB/LB 6-3, 250 Murrysville Franklin Regional 
Pittsburgh PostGazelte Fabulous 22 @ Second-team All-State # Expected to play linebacker at Penn State. 


GASPARATO, Mike RB 6-0, 200 Columbia, SC Duich Fork 

All'Stote running back and kick retumer ¢ Played three years at tailback Hed 3,212 career rushing yards @ 
Hod 1,867 career receiving yards @ Hod 7,302 career all-purpose yards, 

GILMORE, Pete RB West Lawn Wilson 

Third-team All-State @ Had 1 886 toy as and 34 touchdowns as a senior. 

JEFFERSON, Poul ATH Wilkes-Barre 

As a senior, had 501 yards ning ry ‘tod team-high 117 tackles @ Played inside tector palit fibeck 
JOHNSON, Tim LB 6-4, 235 Morristown, NJ Delbarton 

Twortime County Defensive Player of the Year # Had 100 tackles as a senior, 

JOHNSON, ony WR 61,205 Siote Coll 


rade All-American # As a senior, had PLESSE ae alta Beaded eee 
is yards and four touchdowns @ Expected fo play wideout for Penn State. 


KIMBALL, David PK 6-0, 185 State College State College High 
Parade All-American @ SuperPrep rated No. | placekicker nationally # Made 43 of 44 extra point attempts as 
a senior @ Made 10 of 15 field goal attempts, including one for 54 yards, 


MARMO, Nick OL 6-6, 323 New Castle New Castle 
Tworlime Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22 ¢ AllStale @ Four: ~year starter @ Starling center during freshman 
and sophomore seasons @ Played guard during junior and senior seasons. 


McHUGH, Sean TE 6-6, 245 in Falls, OH Chagrin Falls 
Ohio Division IV Offensive Player of the Year @ Played fullback, defensive end and linebacker in high school 
pase to Play fight end at Penn State @ Had 5,800 career rushing yards and 75 touchdowns. 


Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CouecE 


McKELVY, Chris OL 6-4, 2S lonsdale North Penn 
Parade All-American # USA Today second-team All-American # All-State @ Pennsylvania Lineman of the Year 
@ Switched from offensive tackle to offensive guard during senior season. 


MILLS, Zack QB 6:3, 205 |jomsville, MD Urabana 
Set Maryland record with 5,638 career passing yards and 58 touchdowns @ Had consecutive 2,000-yard sea- 
sons @ Led team fo 25 straight wins and consecutive state championships. | 


Nae / Posmon 


MITCHELL, Jimmy ATH 6-2, 205 Exeter 
Played cornerback and running back @ As a senior, had 700 yards rushing Proizred 1,000 yards rushing | | 
per year during prep career @ Had six interceptions returned for touchdowns during his career. 


MOORE, Ellery TE/DE 6-3, 255 Massillon Washington 
Ohio Defensive Player of the Year Had 92 tackles and eight ented sacks as a senior, 
NEUMYER, Jesse LB 6-2, 220 Mechanicsburg Cumberland Valley 


Played linebacker, running back and kicker @ Tore anterior cruciate ligament in his junior season @ All-League | 
| running back, linebacker, punter and placekicker as a sophomore. 
| 


NOLL, Erik OL/DL 6-5, 295 Gaithersburg, MD Watkins Mill 

Gatorade Maryland Player of the Year # Rivals100.com Top 100 nationally @ All-State at offensive tackle and 
defensive tackle Four-year starter. 

ROBINSON, Jason DE 6-4, 260 Swedesboro, NJ Kingsway Regional 
Three-year starter at defensive tackle, defensive end and offensive tackle. 

RUHE, Sam DE 655, 2 Cuyohoga Falls, OH Cuyahoga Falls 

7 Top 100 nationally # Ohio Division Il Deka Player of the Year. 

SANDEN, Scott DB 5-11, 185 Fairfax, VA James W. Robinson 

As.a senior, had two interceptions. 


SCOTT, Ryan DB sf 6:3, 190 Seattle, WA Soir ae 
Seattle Times Elite 1] # Had 13 receptions, ean 28 yards per reception, as a senior @ intercep- 
| tions @ Played wide receiver and defensive back 


SMITH, Gerald RB/OB 5-11, 175 Ellicott City, MD Howard 
All-Conference at running back and defensive back @ As a senior, had 961 yards rushing @ Four-year starter # 
Had 50 career rushing touchdowns 


TAUAFERRO, Adam RB/DB 5-11, 175 Voorhees, NJ | 
Asa senior, had 260 yards rushing cand five touchdowns in one game @ Had 1 8 nil rushing @ Hod six 
interceptions @ Expected to play comerback for Penn State 


WAKE, Derek DE 6-3, 237 Hyattsville, MD DeMatha Catholic 
Washington Post All:Metro Defensive Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 17 quarterback sacks, indluding hwo 
games with four sacks each Member of the basketball team, 

WASSERMAN, Zoc QB 6-3, 200 Westlake Village, CA Westlake 


Parade All-American # Led team to 13-1 record and California Interscholastic Federation championship # As a 
senior, had 2,900 yards passing and 37 touchdowns. 


ALOOKOATHHEANITTANVANONS 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(10-3 5-3) =< PASSING | Aug. 27 vs. Southern California® 
- Z NAME Comp YA Pct TD Int | 
41 Arizona 7 Thompson 242 133 1916 550 13 9 Sept. 2 Toledo 
70 = Akron DA) ||| | coer = or Saez Ene Sept. 9 — Louisiana Tech | 
A USHING 
20 Pittsburgh 7 me Tere Sept. 16 at Pittsburgh 
27 Miami : 
oll ee | bate i. CA a) a Sept. 23. at Ohio State 
45 Indiana 24 Sasey Ze 20) she 2 5 | 
Harris 206 4. i bl 3 Sept 30 Purdue 
31 lowa 7 Johnson 171 1 
23 Ohio State ] 0 "REN : | Oct. 7 at Minnesota 
Qi) =sPordue 25 YARDS 10 Oct. 21 _ Illinois 
Fields 17.7 5 
27 Illinois 7 | | Drummond 3 a 18.6 71 5 | Oct. 28 = at Indiana 
z Gilmore - = 11.8 = 1 
23 Minnesota 24 McCoo 11.3 1 | Nov. 4  lowa 
= oe ; * ie arse TeAbesE | Nov. 1 1 atMichigan | 
ichigan tate | Tacktes: Short 103; Arrington 72; Boyd 69; Morrison 66, ane 
ALAMO Bow. INTERCEPTIONS: Adams 3; Fox 3; Boyd 3; Jue 2; Arrington 1. | Nov. 18 Michigan State 
QB Sacks: Brown 13.5; Arrington 9; Kurpeikis 9; Short 4, “Ke: Cl 
24 Texas A&M 0 | TacKLes For Loss: Brown 29; ArSNGION 20; Kurpeikis 13 Kickoff Classic; East Rutherford, NJ 
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IN THE PASSING GAME, JUNIOR EDDIE DRUMMOND COULD EMERGE 
AS ONE OF THE PREMIER RECEIVERS IN THE BIG TEN. 
PHOTO BY BRUCE L. SCHWARTSMAN 


He knows he’s awfully important to this football team. No one 
else is going to get it done.” 

Casey’s playing time decreased late in the season, when the 
Lions dropped those three straight games. But when Thompson 
aggravated a shoulder injury and missed the Alamo Bowl, Casey 
started, passed for one TD and ran for another and was named 
the offensive MVP. 

Since then, he has become a more demonstrative leader. 

“I've worked hard because I know all eyes are on me,” Casey 
said. “I have to be the guy to take the team wherever we want to 
go. | can’t be slacking off.” 

He also can’t be productive if he’s running for his life, like last 
season. The Penn State offensive line permitted 40 sacks, most in 
the Big Ten. The Lions also failed to run the ball effectively, which 
nearly cost close wins over Pittsburgh, Miami and Purdue. 

The running game, though, hit bottom when Michigan held 
the Lions to seven rushing yards in a 31-27 comeback win. It was 
the worst rushing performance by Penn State in Paterno’s 34 sea- 


sons as head coach, which helps explain why he pushed so hard 
in the spring. 

“This spring was one of the toughest we've had,” Cerimele 
said. “Spring practice was brutal. We know we have to get better 
at every position. We know how much we have to improve.” 

The offensive line had no continuity last season, with the 
Lions using eight different combinations in 13 games because of 
injuries and poor play. All-Big Ten pick Kareem McKenzie returns 
at one tackle and Jordan Caruso returns at one guard, but the 
other three positions are uncertain. Sophomores Tyler Lenda and 
Matt Schmitt are to be the favorites at the other tackle and guard, 
and sophomore Joe lorio probably will be the center. 

Penn State has lots of experience and depth among backs 
and receivers. Tailback Eric McCoo led the Lions in rushing the 
last two seasons, but he has been in Paterno’s doghouse due to 
academics. If McCoo slips, Larry Johnson, Kenny Watson or Omar 
Easy appear ready to take over. 

Watson, a senior whose progress has been slowed by 
injuries, has had better moments as a kickoff returner, ranking 
second in the Big Ten last year with a 23.6-yard average. John- 
son, a sophomore, has a blend of speed, power and confidence. 
Easy, a 6-1, 249-pound junior is a raw talent who wasn’t intro- 
duced to football until his junior year in high school. 

“No one has the job made,” Paterno said. “Everything is 
wide open.” 

Cerimele is expected to start at fullback for the third straight 
year, but will be pushed by converted tight end R.J. Luke. Cer- 
imele is an outstanding blocker who ran for 11 touchdowns the 
last two seasons and caught 13 passes for two TDs last season. 

In the passing game, junior Eddie Drummond could emerge 
as one of the premier receivers in the Big Ten. He finished the sea- 
son strongly, catching 12 passes for 213 yards and three TDs 
against Michigan and Michigan State. He also caught a 45-yard TD 
pass from Casey in the Alamo Bowl. Sam Crenshaw probably will 
start at split end, ahead of promising sophomore Bryant Johnson. 

Few teams have two tight ends as talented as Tony Stewart 
and John Gilmore. Although Stewart, the starter, has been 
regarded as a better receiver, Gilmore caught 22 passes for 259 
yards last year. Still, Stewart averaged 19 yards on his 14 catches. 

“We weren't consistent enough in the clutch on either side of 
the ball,” Paterno said. “We had a couple of leads late in the game. 
We couldn't make defensive plays. We couldn't make a first down 
when we had to. We had the opportunity to do some things.” 

Despite having three All-Americans, the Penn State defense 
allowed tying, go-ahead or game-winning scores in the fourth 
quarters of five games. Against Michigan, the Lions held a 27-17 
lead in the fourth quarter before the Wolverines drove 81 yards 
and then 35 yards to score TDs in the final 3 1/2 minutes to pull 
out a 31-27 win. 

The defense mugged Texas A&M in the Alamo Bowl, limiting 
the Aggies to 202 total yards and forcing four interceptions. But 
Brown, Arrington, Short and six other starters are gone, leaving end 
Justin Kurpeikis and tackle Jimmy Kennedy as the only returners. 

Plus, veteran assistant coaches Sandusky and Joe Sarra are 
gone, replaced by Golden and White. 

“We must get the right people in the right place,” Paterno 
said. “We have young kids who are waiting for their opportunity. 
They were overshadowed by some truly great players. But we 
have some people who can play football.” 

Playing on the side opposite Brown, the intense Kurpeikis 
made nine sacks in the regular season and performed brilliantly in 
the Alamo Bowl, making 10 tackles, four for loss and two for sacks. 
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: Pos. Ciass Hr. 
98 Anhony Adoms DT So 60 27% Det, M 73 imeny Kennedy DT So 6&5 329 Yonkers, NY 
“57 bmoni Bell T Se 6&4 312 Philodelphia 88 Matt Kranchick WR fr 66 218 Corts 
35. Dove Bent Bk «SAL 213 Green Pond, NJ 37 stn Kurpeks DES 64 255. Allison Pork 
68 Jason Bisson T ke 67 303 Pittsburgh 48 Ben logo B Fr S11 198 Julicn 
42 Mid Bloser % & 60 20 Honibuy 50 Tyler Lendo C % 63 264 Combi 
6 Jomes Boyd SAF Se 60 206 Chesopecke, VA 33 Mike Luka oF 6&2 230 Cony 
1 Bruce Branch G hk 5-11 190 — Richmond, VA 91 RU. luke fe ok 63 243 Auroro, IL 
98 Brion Brozeski T S& 66 26 Boirwile 4 Russ Monney DB & 510 195 Websboro 
47 Gino Copone 1B ofr «= 61240 Ashlond 23 Shawn Moyer HERO So 60 195 Hisborough, NJ 
74 Jordon Corvso G S 6&4 30 Medford, NI 8 EricM«Coo T% Je 510 208 Red Bank, NI 
12. Roshard Casey QBS 61 205 Hoboken, NJ 67 Koreem McKenzie T & 67 321 Willingboro, NJ 
36 Mike Cerimele BS 510 237 Alentown 17 Jeremy Miler BS 510 173 Orwigshorg 
95 Dovid Costow DE ofr 62 260  londsdale 28 James Millon GB % 510 19 Wayne,N 
13. Som Crenshow WR Sr 62199 Youngstown, OH 75 Josh Michel Gk 64 289 Doyesown 
53 Joson Crosby Bf 60 233 Vere 6) Jonathan Nobo O fr 510 250 Sore College 
9 Hunter Cross BF 1.210 Hagerstown, MD 16 Nick Noppi DB fr 510 175 Porlond, ME 
30 Eric Dore 0B Fr 59 191 State College 18 Rod Perry WR Fk 5-10 188  SanDiego, CA 
84 Sieve Delich WR So. 61193 Loveland, CO 26 Mork Pefigout B So 511 222 Georgetown, DE 
77 Tock Dilow c So 62 266 Smithheld 9 Titcus Pettigrew HERO Sr 60 213 Winston-Salem, NC 
2 Horace Dodd \B Fr 6-1 210 Hamden, CT 29 Ryan Pinckney RB So 510 205 Frederick, MD 
20. Eddie Drummond WR ode 59 182 Pittsburgh 29 Ryon Primont K S 511 206  Thomdole 
34 Omar Eosy a] Jr 6&1 249 Everett, MA 56 Jim Pursley B Jr 6-4 220 West Chester 
99 Tim Falls OT So 63 272 Domoseus, MD 55 Greg Ransom G & 62 28 Srodiholm, NJ 
72. GusFelder T J 65 317 Philadelphia 59 Bric Rickenbach T $0 65 28 Blockwood, NJ 
21 Shomor Finney iB os 6&2 236 Shelby, NC 14 Dovid Royer r So 63 210 Centre Hall 
19 Antwan Floyd WR So &1_—«18B_—_Youngstown, OH 54 Andy Ryland 1B OFr «= & 1220 State College 
25 Rich Gordner DB Fr «S11 185 Chicago, Il 14 Seon Schellenger @ Fr 60 210 Maken 
40 Aoron Gotten OB Sr 61 222 Washington 64 Matt Schmit T So 64 293 AllisonPok 
92 TJ. Gholston DE So 63 285 Cincinnati, OH 32 Bryon Scott C CG 6&2 212 Warrington 
85 John Gilmore te k 64 265 Westlawn 4 Matt Senneco CG & 6&3 226 Allentown 
94 Terrence Glover tr fr 511 247 Trenton, NJ 80 Scott Shirley WR Fr 510 189 Enok 
38 Note Glunt OS 62 212 Grampian 62. Froncis Spono c S 6&1 286 Bellmore, NY 
3 Ron Graham OB ds 62 257 — Fittsburgh 97 Brandon Steele 1 ; Se 511 246 Newport, VA 
71 Joe Harings Gk 64 20 S Henry, OH 89 Tony Stewort TS 65 272° Allentown 
81 Michoel Haynes DE So 63 254 Columbus, NJ 79 Chod Stofler So 65 312  Solem,OH 
45 Tom Humphrey kk 58 185 SonDiego,CA 90 Geoff Sxyker DT ok 61297 Virginio Beach, CA 
39 Justin Ingrom B So 60 219  Cleorhield 58 Eric Surdifen Ob & 62 22 Richmond, VA 
63 Joe lorio Cc So 63 292  Syhanio, OH 2 Deryck Toles iB Fr 60 208 Worren,OH 
49 Dave Jens DE So 6&1 242 Midersville 44 Ricky Upton FR Fr «= 6-0 232_—_SefHerson City, TIN 
7 Bryant Johnson WR So 6&2 196  Bobimore, MD 60 Tyler Valoczki oF S &4 292 West Chester 
5 Larry Johnson TB So 62 220 Stole Colege 72 Kenny Watson WR St 60 208 Horisburg 
24 Mike Johnson GB %& 60 183 Cazenovio, NY 93 Cosy Willioms tr Fr 5-11 232 Allentown | 
96 Bob Jones DE kk 65 261 — Wodsworth, OH 41 Tom Willioms 6B k 61 28 Allentown 
76 Damone Jones Qa & 64 309 Philodelphio 15 Yootov Yisroel 08 Fr 5-1) 191 Podatine, Ik | 
10. Bhawoh Jue G&G SS 61 196 — Chontily, VA 
82 Brod Kerson TE or 6-2 223  Oclland, NJ Roster ond depth chart subject to change. 
2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 
QB Rashard Casey, Sr/Matt Senneca, So LE ——_Justin Kurpeikis, Sr*/Dave Costlow, Fr 
| TB Eric McCoo, Jr*/Larry Johnson, So \T — Anthony Adams, So/T.J. Gholston, So 
FB Mike Cerimele, Sr°/R.J. Luke, Jr RT Jimmy Kennedy, So*/Tim Falls, So 
FL Eddie Drummond, Jr*/Rod Perry, Jr RE Bob Jones, Jr/Michael Haynes, So 
SE Sam Crenshaw, Sr/Bryant Johnson, So OLB = Shamar Finney, So/Aaron Gatten, Sr 
TE Tony Stewart, Sr*/John Gilmore, Jr MLB Ron Graham, Jr/Gino Capone, Fr 
oT Matt Schmitt, So/Imani Bell, Sr OLB Eric Sturdifen, Sr/Horace Dodd, Fr 
OG Tyler Lenda, So/Josh Mitchell, Jr LCB Bruce Branch, Jr/Mike Johnson, So 
Cc Joe lorio, So/Francis Spano, Sr | RCB Bhawoh Jue, Sr/Yaacov Yisrael, Fr 
OG Jordan Caruso, Sr*/Joe Hartings, Jr FS James Boyd, Sr/Shawn Mayer, So 
OT Kareem McKenzie, Sr*/Gus Felder, Jr Ss Titcus Pettigrew, Sr/Bryan Scott, So | 
| PK Ryan Primanti, Sr/David Kimball, Fr P _ David Royer, So/Matt Senneca, So 


SPRING UPDATE 


oe Paterno usually has as much 

use for statistics as he does for col- 

ored socks, open collars and 
Democrats. 

At the end of spring practice, though, 
the Penn State coach pulled out a sheet of 
paper and read off the Nittany Lions’ 
national finish in total defense for each sea- 
son since 1993, the year they joined the 
Big Ten. 

Penn State has finished no better than 
41st in the nation five out of those seven 
years. 

“If there’s anything we need to do bet- 
ter, it's play defense,” Paterno said. “We 
haven't played good defense since we 
joined the Big Ten.” 

That doesn’t bode well for the upcom- 
ing season when Penn State replaces nine 
starters on defense, including Courtney 
Brown and LaVar Arrington, the first two 
players taken in the NFL Draft. 

“We're still in the development stage,” 
said Ron Graham, expected to succeed 
Brandon Short at middle linebacker. “We 
still have a long way to go.” 

Two players, middle linebacker Ron 
Graham and offensive tackle Imani Bell, 
caught Paterno’s wrath when they began 
spring practice overweight. 

The 6-2 Graham checked in at 265 
pounds, 15 more than Paterno wanted. 
When spring ended, he was down to 255. 
The 6-4 Bell, who has previously battled 
weight and injury problems, started the 
spring at 315, or 20 pounds too heavy for 
Paterno. He was down to 305 when spring 
ended. 

¢ Penn State makes its fourth appear- 
ance in the Kickoff Classic when it plays 
USC Aug. 27, its second straight presea- 
son game. 

“If | had my way, we wouldn't be play- 
ing,” coach Joe Paterno said. “We have to 
take care of this football team first before 
we start thinking about anyone else.” 

He said that before QB Rashard 
Casey's immediate future was clouded 
by an assault on a police officer charge 
in May. 

¢ As many as six players on the two- 
deep depth chart missed practice time in 
the spring because of injuries. 

Tight end Tony Stewart (ankle), tackle 
Gus Felder (ankle), wide receivers Sam 
Crenshaw (ankle) and Bryant Johnson 
(ankle), hero Bryan Scott (hamstring) and 
defensive end Michael Haynes (back) did 
not play in the Blue-White Game. 

— Rich Scarcella 
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“RASHARD WILL MAKE THE BIG PLAYS, BUT 
HE HAS TO MAKE THE THIRD-DOWN PLAYS, 
TOO,” PATERNO SAID. 

PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


“He's going to be outstanding,” 
Paterno said. “He’s a strong leader. If he 
stays healthy, he'll be one of the better 
players in the country.” 

The 6-5, 329-pound Kennedy, 

a sophomore, clogged holes and was an 
effective run-stopper. He has the potential 
to become Penn State's finest defensive 
tackle in over a decade. Anthony Adams, 
a 6-0, 276-pound sophomore, is the 
probable starter at the other tackle. Bob 
Jones, who started at tackle two years ago 
as a freshman, likely will play left end, 
opposite Kurpeikis. 

The Lions may have lost Arrington, 
Short and Mac Morrison at linebacker, but 
they have experienced players there. Ron 
Graham, who played superbly against Ohio 
State and Michigan State, will take over in 
the middle for Short, and will be flanked by 
Eric Sturdifen on one side. The other line- 
backer will be Shamar Finney or Aaron Gat- 
ten, who began the 1998 season as a 
starter before being displaced by Arrington. 

Even though Penn State lost all four 
starters in the secondary, its defensive 
backs might have more ability. Bruce 
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Spring Fight Clouds Casey’s Future 


shard Casey had enough 
Reesti getting into the Penn 
State lineup last season, mostly 
backing up senior Kevin Thompson. 

When Thompson was injured and 
unable to play in the bowl game, Case 
took advantage of the opportunity Baie 
staged a memorable performance. 

But entering the summer, he was 
hoping an off-field confrontation with 
an off-duty Hoboken, N.J., police offi- 
cer didn’t undo the work he put in to 
become Penn State’s quarterback. 

Casey was arrested May 14, 
charged with aggravated assault on 
a Eales officer. He pleaded innocent, 
but his situation was clouded into sum- 
mer ... Penn State officials said coach 
Joe Paterno would allow the legal sys- 
tem to run its course before deciding 
Casey’s future. 

The timing was terrible — Casey 
had just taken his spot as the team’s 
No. 1 quarterback and leader. 

Casey threw for one touchdown, 
ran for another and wore out the 
Aggies’ defense in Penn State’s 24-0 
victory in the Alamo Bowl. With Thomp- 


Branch and Bhawoh Jue will start at the 
corners, and James Boyd and Titcus Petti- 
grew, who took a redshirt last season, will 
start at the safeties. 


VEN THOUGH PENN 
STATE LOST ALL 


FOUR STARTERS IN THE 


SECONDARY, ITS DEFENSIVE 


BACKS MIGHT HAVE MORE 


ABILITY. 


The expectations, though, are not 
high for the defense. 

“L like it better this way,” Kurpeikis 
said. “People are doubting us. | like being 
the underdog and trying to prove every- 
one wrong. Guys are hungry. It’s nice to 
try to knock people off instead of people 
shooting at us.” 


son sidelined by a shoulder injury, 
Casey was named offensive MVP in his 
first career start. 

“| have to get comfortable with the 
game before | can do anything,” Casey 
said, “When | feel comfortable, | know 
what the other team is trying to do and 
what we're trying to do.” 

Two years ago, Casey didn’t know 
what Penn State coach Joe Paterno was 

loing with him. In ‘98, Paterno said he 
would break tradition and alternate 
Thompson and Casey at quarterback. 
But Casey’s playing time diminished 
and he privately became disgruntled. 

In ‘99, Paterno alternated Thomp- 
son and Casey successfully. Casey led 
the Big Ten in passing efficiency, com- 
pleting 62.8 percent of his passes for 
six touchdowns with three interceptions. 
He was the Lions’ second-leading 
rusher with 290 yards and five TDs. 

Now it’s his turn. 

“Rashard will make the big plays, 
but he has to make the third down 
plays, too,” Paterno said. “He has to be 
more disciplined. Thank goodness he 

as some game experience.” O) 


The Lions also will have two new kick- 
ers, perhaps both freshmen. Ryan Pri- 
manti, a senior, waited behind Travis 
Forney three years, but he will be pushed 
by freshman David Kimball for the place- 
kicking job. David Royer, meanwhile, was 
the only punter on Penn State’s spring 
roster, so he figures to have a head start 
on any incoming freshman walkons to 
succeed Pat Pidgeon. 

“We lost two solid kickers,” Paterno 
said. “Kicking is a major concern.” 

Finally, there's Paterno’s pursuit of his 
324th win, which would move him past 
Bryant into college football history. He 
enters the season with 317 wins and 
could break the record sometime in 
October. 

“It’s not going to be a distraction,” 
Paterno said. “If it happens, it happens. 
I'm more worried about making it hap- 
pen. We have to be a better football team 
in every area. | don’t think we can feel 
good about any position. We're going to 
make sure that it (last year’s collapse) 
doesn’t happen again.” 

— Rich Scarcella 
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urdue’s football program has come 
a long way in three short years 
under coach Joe Tiller. 
Just how far? Let us count the ways. 
The 12 years preceding Tiller’s arrival 
in West Lafayette, from 1985 to 1996, 
were losing ones. The Boilermakers have 


PURDUE 


BOILERMAKERS 


But in the long-awaited game at 
Michigan, the Purdue receivers dropped 
13 passes in a 38-12 defeat. And in the 
other big games, it was oh-so-close, but 
no cigar. 

They lost at No. 21 Ohio State, 25-22, 
when a potential 29-yard field goal by 


and won a bowl game, | would have said 
we took a big step. We weren't that far 
away from taking a huge step, and that’s 
encouraging.” 

Which brings us to this year. With virtu- 
ally the same schedule in 2000, except that 
Michigan and Ohio State have to come to 


Brees to Light Up Scoreboard Again 


enjoyed three winning seasons, and three 
bowl trips, in three years under Tiller. 

In the first seven years of the 90s, 
Purdue managed only 23 victories. In 
Tiller’s three seasons, the Boilermakers 
won 25 times. 

During the past three years, Purdue 
has defeated Notre Dame twice, breaking 
an 1 1-game losing streak to the Golden 
Domers. The Boilermakers have beaten 
two Top 5 teams, defeating fourth-ranked 
Kansas State in the 1998 Alamo Bowl 
and routing fifth-ranked Michigan State 
last season. 

“| think we’re making progress in 
terms of showing constant improvement 
as a team,” Tiller said. “But we're still 
probably a class or two away from having 
the type of depth that is really desirable in 
the Big Ten.” 

That was never more evident than last 
season. After back-to-back nine-win seasons, 
the Boilermakers slipped to 7-5 in 1999, 

The Boilermakers received a huge 
break in Tiller’s first two seasons at Purdue 
— not having to play Michigan or Ohio 
State. But with the return of the Wolver- 
ines and Buckeyes to the schedule, the 
1999 season was supposed to be truly 
a breakout year for Tiller’s program. 

It didn’t quite happen. 

The Boilermakers defeated Notre 
Dame again. And they annihilated Michi- 
gan State, 52-28. 


WITH DREW BREES AND SEVEN OTHER 
OFFENSIVE STARTERS RETURNING, 
PURDUE’S POTENT SPREAD ATTACK 

SHOULD ONCE AGAIN BE A HANDFUL 

FOR OPPOSING DEFENSES. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 
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Travis Dorsch with 53 seconds remaining 
was blocked. They lost at home to No. 2 
Penn State, 31-25, when they couldn't 
score in four tries from the Nittany Lions’ 
12-yard line in the final minute. And for 
the second consecutive year, they domi- 
nated Wisconsin statistically but lost, 28- 
21, to the 10th-ranked Badgers. 

Finally, Purdue had No. 21 Georgia 
beaten in the Outback Bowl, leading 25-0 
in the second quarter, but the Boilermak- 
ers’ season came crashing down when the 
Bulldogs staged an incredible rally to win 
28-25 in overtime. 

But even though it wasn’t the break- 
out year the Boilermakers had hoped for, 
Tiller saw progress in '99. 

“| think we took a step,” he said. “For 
us to take a big step we would have had 
to win another game or two. If we would 
have been an 8-3 regular season team 


at a Glance 


1999: 7-5 Overall; 4-4 Big Ten (T/éth) 

COACH: Joe Tiller — At Purdue: 25-12, 
3 years; Overall: 64-42-1, 9 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 8 Offense, 
5 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Drew Brees, 
WR Vinny Sutherland, TE Tim Stratton, RB 
Montrell Lowe, C Chukky Okobi, DE Akin 
Ayodele, SS Ralph Turner, CB Ashante 
Woodyard 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: OB Drew 
Brees prepares for his final season; RB 
Montrell Lowe could rush for 1,000 yards; 


West Lafayette, the Boilermakers have 
another chance for that breakout season. 
That's what Purdue quarterback Drew 
Brees had in mind last November when he 
announced he would return for his senior 
season instead of leaving early for the NFL. 
Winning a Big Ten title has been his 
primary motivation during the offseason. 
“That is my goal for this season, to win 
the Big Ten,” Brees said. “It can be done.” 
With Brees and seven other offensive 
starters returning, Purdue’s potent spread 
attack should once again be a handful for 
opposing defenses. The question for the 
Boilermakers in 2000 — Can they shore up 
a defense that has only five starters back? 
But, as usual with a Tiller team, every- 
thing starts with offense. And, just like 
the previous two years, the offense starts 
with Brees. 
“I think Brees adds excitement and 


and both lines are very solid, with OL the 
best in Tiller's nine years as coach. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defense, 
with an inexperienced linebacking corps 
and secondary. The receiving corps is still 
searching for a go-to guy. 

OVERVIEW: Once again, Purdue's spread 
offense should be very potent, but the 
Boilermakers have holes to fill on defense. 
If the defense develops, Purdue could 
challenge in the Big Ten. If not, it could be 
a repeat of last year’s 7-5 season. 
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Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Couece Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich Schoot / CouEGE 

BURROUGHS, Luke DE 6-3, 225 Perth Amboy, NJ Wardlaw-Hartridge KOUTOUVIDES, Nick LB 6-3, 220 Plainfield, CT Milford Academy 

Three-time All-State @ Helped team to state championship as a sophomore and a junior. Asa senior, led team in quarterback sacks and ranked second in tackles @ Runs 4.6 in the 40-yard dash. 

BUTE, Kal 68, 250 Grond Ropids, Ml Union LAWRENCE, Mike DT 6-4, 260 Philadelphia, PA George Washington 

Report rated No. 24 offensive lineman and No. 209 player nationally. Had two quarterbacks sacks, two interceptions and one fumble recovered as a senior @ Helped team to 10-1 

record @ Runs 4.8 in the 40-yard dash. 

CORCORAN, Conor ATH 6-3, 220 Noblesville Noblesville 

Ranked No. 202 player nationally by Prep Football Reort @ As a senior, had 675 yards rushing and five LEVIN, Aoron P 5-11, 180 Casper, WY Natrona County 

touchdowns on 90 carries @ Had 22 receptions for 340 yards @ In final prep game, had 368 all-purpose USA Today honorable mention All -American @ All-State @ Helped team fo state championship # As a senior, 

yards and three touchdowns. averaged 40 yards per punt # Made 47 of 52 extra point attempts and seven of seven field goal attempts 
Member of baseball and track teams, 

EISELE, Jason OL 6-4, 260 Avon Lake, OH Avon Lake 

All-State @ County Player of the Year @ Two-year two-way starter @ Helped team to consecutive conference McQUAID, Chuck CB 5-11, 190 West Milford, NJ West Milford 

championships @ Member of wrestling team. Twotime All-Conference @ Two-time AllCounty @ Hod 82 career solo tackles, 26 assists, 10 interceptions 
and 12 passes broken up Also played receiver and running back @ Runs 4.4 in the 40-yord dash. 

FERRELL, Deounte RB/CB 5-11, 185 Sagamore Hills, OH Nordonia 

Honorable mention All-State # All-Conference as a junior @ Had 1,897 yards rushing and 30 touchdowns as | MOORE, Tyler OL 6-8, 245 Fremont, Ml Fremont 

a senior @ As a junior, had 1,228 yards and 11] touchdowns @ Runs 4.4 in the 40-yard dash, Honorable mention All-State # All:County # All-Area # All-Conference # Two-way player # As a senior, hed 
71 tackles, including six for loss, and four quarterback sacks, 

GARDNER, Gibbet ATH 62, 195 Angleton, TX 

Asa sei, bad 35 expo for 45 yack rd ree downs Ako ployed ive back @ Runs 4.5 OWEN, David DE 6-6, 240 Dallas, TX St. Mark's 

in the 40-yard dosh Two-time All-Conference @ Had 86 tackles, including 14 for loss, and 11 quarterback sacks as a senior # 

GILCRESE, Richie ATH 6-2, 195 Pittsburgh, PA Shady Side Academy 

All-Conference as defensive back and kickoff retumer @ As a senior, had 42 tackles and six interceptions @ REEVES, Jacques CB 6-0, 180 Lancaster, TX Lancaster 

Had 875 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns on 110 carries. Dallas Moming-News Top 100 As a senior, had four interceptions, including two retuned for touchdowns, 
and five fumbles recovered @ Runs 4.46 in the 40-yard dash. 

GOLDSBERRY, Jon RB 6-1, 210 Dale Heritage Hills 

Had 1,009 yards rushing and 22 touchdowns as a senior @ Averaged 42.9 yards per punt  Hurdler for ROGERS, Antwaun CB 6-1, 152 Middletown, OH Middletown 

track team, Prep Football Report rated No. 16 defensive back and No. 150 player nationally @ Hod 30 tackles, one inter- 
ceplion and six blocked kicks as o senior # Hod 230 yards rushing on 51 carries @ Hod 14 receptions for 

HANCE, Brandon QB 6-1, 190 Woodland Hills, CA Taft | 145 yords @ Scored four louchdowns @ Runs 43 inthe 40 yord dash, 

Rated No. 9 quarterback and No. 84 player nationally by Prep Football Report # As a senior, had 2,400 

yards passing and 19 touchdowns @ Had 500 yards rushing and 19 touchdowns @ Had 2,200 yards passing SCHWEIGERT, Stuart WR/CB 6-3, 195 Saginaw, MI Heritage 

and 22 touchdowns as a junior Had 60 percent career completion percentage. Rated No. 9 defensive back and No. 78 player nationally by Prep Football Report # SuperPrep ranked No. 
18 skill athlete nationally @ As a senior, had 1,502 yards rushing and 22 touchdowns # Passed for 500 

HARRIS, Joey RB 5-11, 200 Tomball, TX Klein Oak yards and four touchdowns Had 50 tackles, three interceptions and seven passes broken up. 

SuperPrep ranked No. 19 running back nationally # Rated No. 134 player nationally by Prep Football Report 

Dallas Moming-News Top 100 @ Had 1,150 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns as a senior. STANDEFORD, John WR 6-4, 187 Monrovia 
Prep Football Report ranked No. 20 wide receiver and No. 1Bl glove edenalhy ood NG 75 player in 

HEAGGANS, Gary WR 6-2, 185 Kansas City, KS Schlogle Midwest Region by SuperPrep @ Had 39 receptions for 879 yards and eight touchdowns as senior # Had 

Prep Football Report ranked No. 18 wide receiver and No, 126 player nationally @ Gatorade Kansas Player ASS. ceesy cmc seg pet © Aearcanel 204 pe orl 7, boat ems eae 

of the Year @ As a senior, had 25 receptions for 635 yards and eight touchdowns @ Had 40 receptions for | teom @ Runs 4.55 in the 40-yard dash. 

763 yards and nine touchdowns as a junior @ Runs 4.5 in the 40-yard dash. 
STUBBLEFIELD, Taylor WR 6-1, 165 Yokima, WA Davis 

HENDERSON, Andre WR 63, 185 Dublin, OH Coffman Hod 2,900 career all-purpose yords and scored 231 points # Had 123 coreer receptions for 1,900 yards 

Rated No, 25 wide receiver and No. 204 player tonal by Prep Fob Report @ Hod 44 recon fo and 21 touchdowns # As a sophomore, had 51 receptions for 900 yards @ Runs 4.5 in the 40-yard dash @ 

i a a Sale ald a touchdown as a senior. Competed in long jump and triple jump for track team. 
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RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(7-5, 4-4) T PASSING | . 2 Central Michigan 
Comp Yarps Pct 1D | 
47 Central Florida 13 Brees 494 301 3531 609 21 11| | Sept. 9 Kent 


Edgerton 5 2 2 40.0 17 0| 
28 Notre Dame 23 


RUSHING | Sept. 16 at Notre Dame 

58 Central Michigan 16 E Yaros AVG 
31 Nisdhwesters 23 Sept. 23. Minnesota 
12. Michigan 38 4 Sept. 30 at Penn State 

- Brown 43 1273.0 13 1 
22 Ohio State 25 RECEIVING Oct. 7 Michigan 
62 Michi Stat 2 ~ Yarps AVG 

ba a 8 F a as e Oct. 14 — at Northwestern 
25 Penn Stat 3] Daniels 109 1133 «10.4—Sts«OS1 5 
enone Stratton 48 585 122 34 «4 : : 
33 KAinnasele 28 Teva a7 630. 134° «2442~«°S Oct. 21  — at Wisconsin 
Sutherland 35 640 183 9 6 
30 Indiana 24 TAckuEs: Fells 85; Loerzel 71; Beasley 70; Ayodele 59; Rose 55. | Nov. 11 at Michigan State 
Ourtsack BOWL INTERCEPTIONS: Beasley 5; Fells 3; Loerzel 2; Rose 2. 

25 Georgia (OT) 28 QB Sacks: Ayodele 10; Dinkins 6; Rose 3; Mitrione 3. Nov. 18 Indiana 


Tacxtes For Loss: Ayodele 18; Nugent 14; Mitrione 14. 


176 Lindy’s FoorTBatt ANNUALS 2000 


SPEEDY RECEIVER VINNY SUTHERLAND RETURNS 
AFTER A SUCCESSFUL 1999 CAMPAIGN. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILUAMSON 


anticipation to the season because this is his final year,” Tiller 
said. 

Two years ago, an unknown Brees emerged as a sophomore 
starter to have the most productive season in Big Ten history, set- 
ting records for passing attempts (569), completions (361), yards 
(3,983) and touchdowns (39), and being voted second-team all- 
conference and the league's Offensive Player of the Year. 

Last season his numbers fell off, but not much. He completed 
337 of 554 passes for 3,909 yards and 25 TDs. And he reduced 
his interceptions from 20 in 1998 to 12 last year. 

Brees’ season last year was good enough to earn him first-team 
All-Big Ten and third-team All-American honors. He was invited to 
New York as a Heisman finalist, finishing fourth in the voting. 

Brees began last season as a Heisman candidate. He begins 
this one as a Heisman favorite. 

“It's hard not having that as a personal goal,” he said. “All 
competitive people want to be the best, and being the best goes 
hand in hand with the Heisman Trophy. Having been there defi- 
nitely adds fuel to the fire. 

“You hope for it, but you don’t shape the way you play 
around it. | have a better feel for the Heisman, but it doesn’t 
effect the way | play.” 


Brees doesn’t seem too concemed about losing his top two 
receivers in Chris Daniels, a third-team All-American who caught 121 
passes for 1,236 yards last year, and Randall Lane (52-690). 

Tight end Tim Stratton (49-593) is the leading returning 
receiver, along with speedy Vinny Sutherland (39-698). 

But Brees is confident that someone will come out of 
nowhere, like Isaac Jones (now with the Indianapolis Colts) in 
1998 and Daniels last year, to be a top receiver. 

“We've always had guys step up,” Brees said. “There’s no 
doubt in my mind that guys like A.T. Simpson, Donald Winston 
and Seth Morales, these guys that haven't gotten a whole lot of 
playing time, will step up and play.” 

Simpson is a former Parade high school All-American who 
has yet to live up to his advance billing. Winston finally appears 
ready after breaking the same foot three times. Morales is an 
impressive transfer from Butler. Brees didn’t mention Chris James, 
who came on as a freshman last season to catch 15 passes for 
167 yards, including a TD reception in the Outback Bowl, or Keith 
Dawson, who played sparingly last season after arriving late from 
junior college. 

Tiller also expects three or four promising freshmen — John 
Standeford, Gary Heaggans, Andre Henderson and Taylor Stub- 
blefield — to hit the field this fall. 

“| don’t think it is a concern,” Tiller said. “I really don't, 
because this will be year 14 for me now in this offense, and it’s 
certainly been more than once — and last year was a classic 
example — where we've had someone come out of nowhere to 
be a top receiver, where they catch 80 or 90 passes. We have 
that type of confidence in the system that we know we're going 
to be productive at the receiving position.” 

Brees should have plenty of time to throw the ball, with four 
veteran starters up front. 

Returning to the offensive line are tackles Matt Light and 
Brandon Gorin, guard Gene Mruczkowski and Chukky Okobi, who 
has been switched from guard to center. 

Light, second-team All-Big Ten last season, and Gorin are 
both three-year starters, while Mruczkowski was a second-team 
Freshman All-American in 1999. 

Okobi, a four-year starter, was a second-team All-Big Ten 
guard two years ago, but he missed the first six games last sea- 
son with a torn biceps. Tiller is convinced Okobi will be an even 
better center. 

“We think he’s an All-Big Ten player, as good as there is in 
the league at center,” Tiller said. “I’m not sure we'd trade those 
four for anybody else’s four in the league.” 

Running behind that line will be small but elusive Montrell 
Lowe, who was impressive last season while rushing for 841 
yards as a redshirt freshman. Challenging Lowe, a Texan, are two 
other sophomores from the Lone Star state, Steve Ennis and 
Sedrick Brown. 

Because Purdue struggled last year in short-yardage situa- 
tions and in the red zone, Tiller and his staff tweaked the offense 
during the spring, experimenting with an H-back and two-back 
set. The H-back set allows the Boilermakers to use two, and 
sometimes three, tight ends at one time, placing one in the slot, 
to be used as a receiver or a blocker. 

Tiller’s biggest concern is at linebacker, where the Boilermak- 
ers lost two starters in Willie Fells, who led the team in tackles for 
three consecutive years, and Mike Rose. The only returning starter 
is Jason Loerzel, who was held out of contact work in the spring 
because of knee surgery. 

Sophomore Joe Odom appears solid in the middle, after playing in 
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BOILERMAKERS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos, Class . HOMETOWN 
55. lon Allen (0) a 65 289 — Foirbum, GA 
13 Akin Ayodele DE kk = 62250 Irving, TK 
42 Brent Botts oT os 6-3 267 Cincinnati, OH 
15. Drew Bees  & 6) 20 Ain 
16 Ryon Bresko QB Fr -4 205 Fountain Valley, CA 
36 Sedkick Brown RB So GT 223 Vicoria, TX 
26 Cor Buerglr DB So 60 0B Hobart 
23 Chris Clopton Cc Sr 57 170 Lynwood, IL 
33 Jored Curtis ag & 58 153 Humble, TX 
18 Keih Dawson WR S 63 194 Vidor Valley, CA 
50 Brion Dinkins DE Se 62 263 Indicnapolis 
38 Brody Doe Oo ost 60 189 Tucson, AZ 
30° Travis Dorsch K Jr 64 219 Bozeman, MT 
62 Vedran Dzolovic DE fr «63-227 Pork Ridge, IL 
10 Dovid Edgerton GBS G1 218 Liberty, MO 
66 Jason Eisele orf 64 260 Avon Loke, OH 
44 Steve Ennis RB So = 60-213 Flower Mound, TX 
87 Rocco Feggio DTS G4 288 Forminglon, Ml 
18 Jon Getz DB So |= 60) 192 Grob 
43 Doniel Giles 1B fr 61 253 Ponchatoula, LA 
95 Jody Goatley OTS 63 259 Hickory, KY 
77 Brandon Gorin OT S 66 26 Munce 
99 Doemeon Grier oT ofr 61 332 Bhooenfield, CT 
4 Brandon Hance QB Fr &1 190. Woodland Hills, CA 
35 Mareus Hill co Fr 58 150  Dollos, IX 
6 Brion Hurt OB ost 58 175 South Bend 
37 Bayon Jooquay a en 
28 Chris Jomes WR So 5-10 165 Tompo, A 
47 London Johnson Fr & 2-200 Lubbock, TX 
72 Josh Kirkpatrick C kk = 60-276 Veedersburg 
&% KeyKihl = 66 285 Wallon 
34 Niko Koutowvides iB fr 63 220 — Phinville, CT 
2. Scot Kurz KP 60189 Bloemingon, 
78 Mot light OT & 65 25 Greemill OH 
88 Jason Loerzel Bode «= 63-221 Park Ridge, IL 
93. Pete Lougheed TE So 65 279 Fon Wayne 
29 Monirl Love So 5B (18 LaPore, TK 
91 Nick Mangosing TE Fr = 64267 Glendale, AZ 
22 Shawn McGann RB Ir = 5-1] 185 Granger 
39 Cornell Middlebrook BS 62 229 Detroit, MI 


No, NAME . Cass HT. . HOMETOWN 
52 Max Miller OG So 63 264 Fairmount 
98 Moi Mitrione DT ok «= 63-289 Springheld, 
85. Bobby Monigomery WR So 5:8 170 Comp Dennison, OH 
58 Warren Moore OE se 6-3 253 Memphis, IN 

8 Seh Mordes WR So 5:10 160 Indionopolis 
49 Sean Morris GB fr 58 147  Chicogo, 
79 Gene Mruczkowski OL S 62 299 Cleveland, OH 
67. Kevin Nesfield DE Fr 63 206 — Houston, TX 
51 Joe Odom B 62 231 Bethalto, I 
56 Chukky Okobi OG Se 61 324 Hamden, CT 

2 Tim Olmstead OF Fr 6&2 243 Orondiiills, IL 
$3 Shaun Phillips DE fr 63 222 Wilingboro, NJ 
71 Nick Paipouskis Oo fF 6-2 255 Lancaster, NY 
81 Chris Randolph TE Je 64 = 255 Memphis, TN 
83 Eric Reynolds BS 63 25 Grobill 
32 Brandon Robinson RB Fr «= 510-186 Fort Wayne 
27 Jacob Rowe RB So | 58219 Oakland City 
70 Seon Rufolo Cc s 62 274 — Mokena, IL 

12 Mike Segard GB So «= 5 218 Rockford, MI 
69 John Shelbourne tS So 65-254 Indicnopolis 
80 AT. Simpson WR ok 64 219 Indionopolis 
8 Asa Slaughter RB So) 60 233 Pork Forest 

17 Ben Smith SS Jr 63 208 — Chodron, NE 
19. RKes Starling Bb dr 57 171 — Arlington, TX 
89 Tim Stratton TE ot = 4 252 Oak Brook, IL 
14 Vinny Suherind WR S& 59 191 — WestPolm Beoch, FL 
92 Craig Terrill DE fr 63 255 Lebanon 
11 Josh Tobey DBS = 60 Ss Fairmont 
4) Alex Tone B ok 510. 210 Fod Wayne 

8 Rolph Turner DB So | 62) 208s, TX 
54 Rob Tumer OQ S$ 64 298  Kirklond, OH 
48 Tim Upshur B i &1 210 Trenton, NJ 
48 Tom Vaughan OB OS 60 195 Lalayette 
2 Daveon Wolker WR fr 510-175 Ponchatoula, LA 
76 Joe Webster OL So 66 338 Noblewile 
90 Derrick Willioms DE S 64 26 Houston, X 
25 Donald Winston WR OS 5-6 162 Indionapolis 
33. Drew Witchger K So 510180 Indianapolis 
31 Ashonte Woodyord @ S& 62 20  loGronge,GA 


Roster and depth chart subject to change. 


2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


SPRING UPDATE 


ead coach Joe Tiller has said 

that a major reason for Pur- 

due’s quick success during his 
tenure with the Boilermakers was his abil- 
ity to bring basically his entire staff from 
Wyoming in 1997. But this year, Tiller has 
two additions to his Boilermaker staff, sec- 
ondary coach Ken Greene and defensive 
tackle coach Mark Hagan. 

Greene, 43, comes to Purdue from 
Fresno State, where he coached the line- 
backers and defensive backs the past five 
years. As an assistant coach, Tiller 
recruited Greene to Washington State, 
where he was a cornerback and safety for 
the Cougars from 1974-77, earning All- 
American honors as a senior and going on 
to a seven-year NFL career with the St. 
Louis Cardinals and San Diego Chargers. 

Hagan was the defensive tackle coach 
at Northern Illinois from 1996-99. He was 
a standout linebacker at Indiana, twice 
earning second-team All-Big Ten honors. 
He returned an interception for a touch- 
down at Purdue in 1990, in a game won 
28-14 by Indiana. 

Greene replaces Randy Melvin, now 
with the NFL New England Patriots, and 
Hagan takes the place of Tim Burke, now 
at Kansas State. 

¢ With the loss of two starters and with 
the third, Jason Loerzel, recovering from 
knee surgery, it’s understandable that Tiller 
calls the linebacker position his biggest 
concern. So it’s no surprise that area saw 
the most turnover during spring practice. 
A pair of defensive ends, Akin Ayodele — 
a starter last season and the Boilermakers’ 
leader with 11 sacks — and redshirt fresh- 
man Kevin Nesfield were moved to line- 
backer. Meanwhile, two redshirt freshmen 
who arrived as promising linebacker 
prospects, Tim Olmstead and Daniel Giles, 
were switched to defensive end. 

¢ Drew Brees’ backup won't be 
decided until well into fall camp. The 


QB Drew Brees, Sr*/David Edgerton, Sr DE Brian Dinkins, Sr*/Ike Moore, Sr A i Z 
: : — —— coaching staff experimented with senior 
RB Montrell Lowe, So*/Steve Ennis, So DT Matt Mitrione, Jr*/Craig Terrill, Fr 5 
WR Keith Dawson, Sr/Seth Morales, So DT Brent Botts, Sr/Daemeon Grier, Fr David Edgerton, the No. : quarterback the 
WR Vinny Sutherland, Sr*/A.T. Simpson, Jr DE = Akin Ayodele, Jr*/Shaun Phillips, Fr past two seasons, at wide receiver Aa the 
WR Donald Winston, Sr/Chris James, So WLB Landon Johnson, Fr/Alex Tone, Jr spring. That allowed sophomore Mike 
TE Tim Stratton, Jr*/Pete Lougheed, So MLB Joe Odom, So/Kevin Nesfield, Fr Segard, and to a lesser extent highly- 
lT Matt Light, Sr*/lan Allen, Sr SLB Jason Loerzel, Jr*/Cornell Middlebrook, So recruited true freshman Brandon Hance, 
LG Gene Mruczkowski, So*/Sean Rufalo, Jr CB Ashante Woodyard, Sr/Jared Curtis, Fr to receive a lot of snaps. They'll continue 
C  Chukky Okobi, Sr*/Max Miller, So CB Chris Clopton, Sr/R’Kes Starling, Jr their battle this fall, but if neither steps up 
RG Rob Turner, So/Josh Kirkpatrick, Sr ss Ralph Turner, So*/Tim Upshur, Jr to claim the backup job, Edgerton will 
RT Brandon Gorin, Sr*/Kelly Kitchell, So FS Ben Smith, Jr/Brady Doe, Jr move back to quarterback. 
PK Travis Dorsch, Jr*/Scott Kurz, Sr P Travis Dorsch, Jr/Scott Kurz, Sr — Tom Kubat 
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Lowe Can’t Avoid the Spotlight 


tured the passing game and a Heis- 

man Trophy candidate at 
quarterback, running back Montrell 
Lowe was more than happy to do his 
thing outside the spotlight. 

All Lowe did as a redshirt freshman 
last year was rush for 841 yards (4.9- 
yard average). He played in all 12 
games and started six of the final 
seven. Purdue coach Joe Tiller is con- 
vinced that Lowe, had he not shared 
the running back spot with senior J. 
Crabtree in the first half of the season, 
would have been a 1,000-yard rusher. 

“| think it went great,” Lowe said of 
his first season as a Boilermaker. “It was 
very unexpected. It was a solid season 
for me. Now, it’s about improving.” 

Lowe, at 5-8, 190 pounds is some- 
what undersized for a Big Ten running 
back, even in a spread offense. But he 
makes up for his lack of size with quick 
feet Bidsicvs legs. 

In his first start, he rushed for 153 
yards on 25 carries at Ohio State, 


i; a Purdue spread offense that fea- 


all 12 games last year, including three starts. 
Sophomore Cornell Middlebrook, recruited 
as a running back, saw action last year as 
a reserve, 

The key at linebacker will be the 
development of three highly-regarded 
redshirt freshmen that were counted on 
for depth last season, but none of them 
saw the field. 

Landon Johnson was sidelined by a 
back injury suffered in a high school all-star 
game; Daniel Giles reported overweight; 
and Tim Olmstead was a bit slow afoot. 

“The linebackers, to me, are the major 
concern on the team,” Tiller said. “We've 
got to have some guys step to the plate, 
answer the bell. Odom is solid and play- 
ing the best he’s played since he’s been 
here. He looks like he’s ready to step in 
and be a full-time starter. Johnson and 
Odom are our two best athletes. If John- 
son can hold up physically, | think he has 
a better than 50-50 chance of being a 
starter in the fall.” 

While three starters must be replaced 
in the secondary, three part-time starters 
return in cornerback Chris Clopton, strong 
safety Ben Smith and free safety Ralph 
Turner. Clopton started seven games 


breaking many tackles along the way. 

“He really keeps his legs moving,” 
said Scott Downing, Purdue’s running 
backs coach. “He’s an exceptionally 
strong squatter. Before last season, he 
squatted 550 pounds. That's a heck of a 
lot of weight when you only weigh 190 
pounds. And he’s even stronger now. 

“He can take shots that most little 
guys can’t, but if you watch him, no 
one ever really gets a clean hit on him. 
That's something you can’t coach. He’s 
a natural running back. He’s quick with 
his feet and he’s got a quick burst. He 
can make lateral cuts, make eople 
miss, and then go north on them.” 

Since the Boilermakers struggled in 
short-yardage situations and near the 
goal fine last season, they experi- 
mented with a two-back set during 
spring practice. 

That's just fine with Lowe. 

“| think it would be great,” he said. 
“To have a big back in front of me to 
take on a defender, and for me to 
spring if.” Q 


a year ago, while Ben Smith started the 
opener and played in four games before 
suffering a season-ending knee injury, and 
Turner came on strong as a redshirt fresh- 
man, playing in all 12 games and starting 
the final seven. 


THE STRONG POINT 
OF THE DEFENSE 
APPEARS TO BE THE 
FRONT LINE WITH 
THREE RETURNING STARTERS 


— ENDS AKIN AYODELE AND 
BRIAN DITKINS, AND MATT 
MITRIONE, WHO BEGINS HIS 
THIRD SEASON AS A STARTER. 


The most promising newcomer is 
junior college transfer Ashante Woodyard, 
who played as a reserve in the first two 
games, but was then redshirted. Tiller also 
likes the potential of redshirt freshmen 
Jared Curtis and Daveon Walker. 

With 16 candidates in the secondary, 


MONTRELL LOWE, AT 5-8, 190 POUNDS 
1S SOMEWHAT UNDERSIZED FOR A BIG TEN 
RUNNING BACK, EVEN IN A SPREAD OFFENSE. 
PHOTO BY HARRY HOW / ALLSPORT 


not including incoming freshmen, Tiller 
expects to go well into the fall before 
deciding anything definite. 

“If we were to start tomorrow, we'd 
have Clopton and Woodyard at the cor- 
ners, and the safeties would be Turner and 
Smith,” Tiller said. “I really think it will be 
the most talented secondary since we’ve 
been here. The least experienced, but the 
most talented.” 

The strong point of the defense 
appears to be the front line, with three 
returning starters — ends Akin Ayodele 
and Brian Dinkins, and Matt Mitrione, who 
begins his third season as a starter at 
tackle. Ayodele had an outstanding season 
last year as a junior college transfer, lead- 
ing the Boilermakers with 11 sacks and 
earning second-team All-Big Ten honors. 

“I guess my biggest concern is for our 
fans to look at our talent and just say, 
‘Wow, this is going to be the greatest 
team in Purdue football history,’ and not 
recognize that, man, we've got some big 
question marks on defense,” Tiller said. 
“We're making progress, but we're still 
climbing the ladder. We're a ways away 
from the top rung.” 

— Tom Kubat 
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000, A.D. 

After Dayne. 

“| got the opportunity to play 
behind obviously the greatest running 
back I’ve ever seen in the world,” said 
junior tailback Michael Bennett, the Big 
Ten’s indoor sprint champion. “We're not 


WISCONSIN 


BADGERS 


White, the running backs coach since 
1995. “We'll be a different team, although 
the philosophy of what we do isn't going 
to change dramatically. We just have to 
move on and turn the page.” 

In the playbook. 

2000, A.D. 


man Trophy winner and the NCAA's all- 
time leading rusher (7,125 yards, includ- 
ing bowls). 

The 250-pound Dayne, who gained 
nearly 50 percent of his yardage after con- 
tact, personally outrushed the opposing 
TEAM 29 times in 43 career starts during 


Badgers Look for Life After Dayne 


the same kind of running back. He was 
a bulldozer and I’m more of a speed racer, 
a race car type.” 

2000, A.D. 

After Dayne. 

“I don’t think you can say enough 
about what he did for the team and the 
program,” said sophomore quarterback 
Brooks Bollinger, the Big Ten’s Freshman 
of the Year in 1999. “It’s every quarter- 
back’s dream to have a guy like that 
behind him, And, now, those are some 
big shoes to fill. If that means the offense 
evolving a little bit, or whatever; or pla- 
tooning guys at tailback, we will.” 

2000, A.D. 

“Whenever you lose a player like that 
— well, you just don’t replace someone 
like that,” said offensive coordinator Brian 


at a glance 
BADGERS 


1999: 10-2 Overall; 7-1 Big Ten (1st) 
COACH: Barry Alvarez — At Wisconsin: 
and Overall: 70-44-4, 10 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 8 Offense, 
8 Defense, Kicker, Punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Brooks 
Bollinger, WR Chris Chambers, LG Bill Fer- 
rario, C Casey Rabach, RG Dave Costa, 
TB Michael Bennett, DE John Favret, 
DT Wendell Bryant, DE Ross Kolodziej, 
LB Roger Knight, CB Jamar Fletcher, 
CB Mike Echols, FS Jason Doering, P Kevin 
Stemke, PK Vitaly Pisetsky 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Interior three 
offensive linemen, a skilled receiving corps 


After Dayne. 

“We're going to have to rely on Brooks 
(Bollinger) a little bit more with the things 
he can do best, his strengths,” said coach 
Barry Alvarez, who finally has two good 
legs to stand on after undergoing knee 
replacement surgery last November. 
“We're not going to get too far away from 
what we do in the running game. 

“But we may not rely on it quite as 
much. Probably our proportion of run-to- 
pass will be different. We'll be more bal- 
anced. But our philosophy is not going to 
change on how to win.” 

2000, A.D. 

After Dayne. 

The most celebrated era in Wisconsin 
football has come to a close with the 
departure of Ron Dayne, the 1999 Heis- 


and Bollinger. Veteran defense; depth 
upfront. Ball-hawking, aggressive sec- 
ondary. Top kicking game in the Big Ten. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The loss of the 
Great Dayne, new starters at offensive 
tackle, inexperience at inside linebacker. 

OVERVIEW: The Badgers have a 21-3 
record over the last two years; fifth best in 
the nation. And the winning should con- 
tinue behind a tenacious defense, produc- | 
tive special teams and a more-balanced 
offense. Road games at Michigan (Sept. 
30) and Michigan State (Oct. 14) will be 
the measuring stick. 
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which the Badgers posted a 32-11 mark. 

In becoming the first school in Big Ten 
history to win back-to-back Rose Bowls, 
the Badgers produced a 37-13 overall 
record during Dayne’s illustrious four-year 
stay in Madison. 

Dayne rushed for 4.04 miles. 

But he didn’t pick up an inch in the 
second half of the 1999 Big Ten opener, 

a 21-16 loss to Michigan at Camp Randall 
Stadium. At that point, the Badgers were 
no closer to winning their first outright 
conference title in 37 years than Dayne 
was to catching Ricky Williams. 

Or so it seemed. The Badgers were 
2-2 and still reeling from an embarrassing 
non-conference loss to Cincinnati. They 
even fell out of the national rankings. 
Worse yet, they were facing a road trip to 
Ohio State, where they had won twice in 
the 77-year history of Ohio Stadium. Their 
last victory in Columbus? 1985. 

Ancient history. 

1999, B.B. 

Before Bollinger. 

In the Michigan loss, Bollinger, a red- 
shirt freshman, came off the bench and 
replaced senior starter Scott Kavanagh in 
the fourth quarter. Mixing the run and 
pass, he promptly guided the Badgers 80 
yards for a consolation touchdown. 

The following week at Ohio State, the 
19-year-old Bollinger got his first collegiate 
start and rallied Wisconsin from a 17-0 
first-half deficit to a 42-17 upset victory, 
the Buckeyes’ worst home loss in 32 years. 


JAMAR FLETCHER HAS RETURNED FIVE PICKS 
FOR TOUCHDOWNS, A BIG TEN RECORD. 
PHOTO BY KIRBY LEE / THE SPORTING IMAGE 
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Nane / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHool / COLLEGE 
AIELLO, Ryan DB 61,195 Oceanside, CA El Camino 

SuperPrep and Prep Football Report All-West Region @ As a senior, had 92 tackles and four interceptions. | 
BARRETT, Kalvin OL/DL 6-2, 300 Monte Vista | 
USA Today honorable mention All-American  SuperPrep Spin Ar es an al 1 debe ne | 
man in West Region by PrepStar @ Three-year starter @ Had 72 tackles and eight quarterback sacks | 


BELL, Mark TE 6-4, 235 Scottsdale, AZ Chapa 
SuperPrep All-American # Helped team to state championship @ As a senior, had 16 saad for 328 yards 
and two touchdowns. 


BOYE-DOE, Howard RB 6-2, 210 Keller, TX Keller 
Dallas Morning News Top 100 @ All-District # Hod 1 "ODF pede iting ond 12 touchdowns as a senior. 


BROUSSARD, Michael RB 5-10, 190 Carrollton, TX The Colony 
Prep Football Report All: American @ All-State Two-time District Offensive Player of the Year : Three-time All- 
conference @ Had 3,242 career rushing yards and 34 touchdowns @ Had 44 career receptions for 608 yards. | 


BUENNING, Dan OL 6-4, 275 vical Bay Port 
USA Today honorable mention All-American # SuperPrep PrepStar All-Midwest Region. 


ae oe 6 MM 98 Thousand Oaks, CA vie Player 
Prep Football Report and SuperPrep All-American @ All-League @ Four-time Team Most Valuable Asa 
senior, had 80 tackles, five interceptions, five passes broken up and three fumbles caused, 


CUNKSCALE, Jonathan OL 6-3, 270 Altadena, CA Muir 

Prep Football Report All-West Region # Honorable mention All-State ¢ Three- sorter Had 24 pancake 
blocks as a senior @ As a junior, had 13 pancake blocks # Had 192 career , including 28 for loss. 
COWANS, Chuckie DB 5-8, 170 Chicago Richards 


All-Conference @ As a senior, had 31 receptions for 615 ya ia and 10 touchdowns @ Had 54 tackles, seven 
interceptions, five passes broken-up, one blocked kick and one fumble caused 


DAVIS, RB 5-8, 185 Plainfield, NJ Plainfield 
SuperPrep and Prep Football Report All-East Region # Two-time All-State @ Hod 1,577 yards rushing and 21 
touchdowns asa senior Stole 200-meter champion as a sophomore. 


ENGLEBERT, Ryon FB 6-0, 230 eon Boy Southern Door 
Prep Football Report and SuperPrep All-American # ony No. 1 fullback in Midwest Region by PrepStar # 
Rivals 100.com ea No. 2 fullback nationally @ All-State @ Three-time All-Conference. 


ESPINOZA, Adam K 5-10, 165 Arcadia, CA Arcadia 
PrepStar All-West Region, rated No. 2 kicker regionally @ Prep Football Report All-West Region. 


GRIFFIN, 7; 6-0, 235 St. Louis, MO 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Si All-American @ Prep bell Report All-Midlands 
Region @ Ranked No. 7 running back in Midlands Region ty PrepStor. 


ee at * Wn 1,175 Pare IL a edt Viet 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Prep Football and SuperPrep All-Mi Region 
[eee 2 EN et ee AY ree-year starter. 


ALOOK- AT-THE BADGERS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


(10-2, 7-1) PASSING a Sept. 2 Western Michigan 
Att Comp Yaros Pct 1D INt = 
49 Murray State 10 Bollinger 126 = 751028 59.5 Sept. 9 Oregon 
79 «40~—S«S6B «506 
50 Ball State 10 RUSHING Sept. 16 — Cincinnati 
12 Cincinnati V7 No __Yaros__ Avs Sept. 23. Northwestern 
rrr Dayne a EY ta ies Ye a 
US ichigan ai Bollinger 7 M5 wb, 2S Sept. 30 — at Michigan 
42 Ohio Stat 17 Be 56 ae e 3 
io State | Bennett ; 4 = - 

eat i Faulkner 60 208-48 = 20-2) =| Oct. 7 Ohio State 

eee SS GNINGS | Oct. 14 — at Michigan State 
59 Indiana 0 No Yarps AvG i 5 g - 

if Chambers 36 502 13.9 4 Ock 21 Purdue 
40 Michigan State 10 eri + eK wie : = 
35 Northwestern 19 ieee ee ee Oct. 28 atlowa 

Kuhns n 129 unl 2 en 29D 
28 Purdue 21 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 4 Minnesota 
41 lowa 3 | Tacxues: Ghidorzi 108; Doering 102; Thompson 79. Riau le car lndiana 
Rose BOWL — INTERCEPTIONS: Fletcher 7; Myers 4. a = 
QB SACKS: Bryant 6; Favret 3. Nov. 25 at Hawaii 

7 Stanford 9 Tacktss For Loss: Ghidorzi 9; Knight 7; Bryant 7; Favret 6. | oY 


HOMETOWN Hick Scvoot / Coulee 


Pembroke Pines, FL McArthur 
@ As a senior, had 53 tackles, including 23 for 
recovered @ Member of basketball team. 


Name / Posmion Size 


JAMES, Erasmus DL 6-4, 235 
Third-team All-State @ All-District @ Second-team All-Coun 
| loss, 14 quarterback sacks, two fumbles caused and one fur 


| JEFFERSON, Jason DL 6-3, 300 Chicago, IL 
All-Area ¢ All-Conference Hod 310 career tockles and 43 Saati naraline ene 
blocks per game during career @ Lettered in football, besketboll ond rod 


JONES, Darius /B 6-4, 250 Beloit Memorial 
| Parade All-American @ USA Today honorable mention All-Americon # SuperPrep AllAmerican # Ranked No. 
| 5 linebacker nationally and No. 4 player in Midwest Region by PrepStar # All-State. 

6-4, 200 


seh bear Oconomowoc Oconomowoc 
USA T coble mention All-American @ SuperPrep and Prep Football Report All-Midwest Region # 
ret ees 9 outside linebacker in Midwest Region by PrepStar @ All-State Three-year starter, 


LEWIS, Traison DL 6-2, 228 Rancho Cucamonga, CA Rancho Cucamonga 
PrepStar All-American, rated No. 6 defensive lineman in West Region @ SuperPrep All-American, 


SS pela: sci ‘Midwest Region @ 


PACIOTT, Tony TE 6-4, 240 Jessup, PA ve Kant vet ea 
Prep Football Report All-East Region @ SuperPrep Top 25 in Pennsylvania No. 4 tight end in East 
| Region by PrepStar @ Second-team All-Slate @ Had 160 career tackles and four fumbles recovered, 


LORENZ, Mike OL 65, 280 Manitowoc 
USA Today honorable mention All-American # Prep Football Report 
Ranked No. 9 beanea ir tshtea ates by Ptaie @ ARSboch ciate 


re ae 59, Uy Roosevelt, NY be ser revere 
PrepStar All-East Region @ SuperPrep All-Northeast Region # As a senior, 19 s rushing a 
fouchdowns @ Had 5,841 career rushing yards and 61 touchdowns. 

SCHABERT, Matt QB 62,195 Elgin, tl Lorkin 


SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 23 player in Region # Prep Football Report All-American # Al 


State @ Conference Offensive Player of the Year @ Had 6,550 career passing yards and 69 touchdowns. | 


SMITH, Jerron LB 6-1, 220 Lindenwold, NJ Overbrook 
Prep Football Report, PrepStar end SuperPrep All-East Region # Helped team fo state championship as a junior 
| Asc setor had 134 tackles, four interceptions and five qua sacks. 


| TBERs, Kareem DB 6-3, 200 Chicago, IL M. Carmel 

SuperPrep All-American @ PrepStar All-American, rated No. 14 player in Midwest Region @ Honorable men- 
tion All-State @ Four-year storter @ Had 119 career tackles, including 20 for loss, six interceptions and four fum- 
bles recovered @ Hod 69 tackles and four interceptions as a senior. 


WELSH, Jonathan Dt Houston, TX B. T. Washington 
Ft Wee SrTebegra Ts 00 ¢AlCorowns hone Did @ Aso nah al, nine 
ps es al Hod 65 tackles and 12 quarterback sacks, 


WILKERSON, Ryon OL 67,305 Sugar Lond, TK Clements 
PrepStor All-American # Dave Campbell’ s Texas Top 30 © Third-team All-State # All-District # Started on 
offensive and defensive line. 
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NICK DAVIS, WHO HAS RETURNED FIVE KICKS FOR SCORES, STARTS 
AT A RECEIVER SPOT OPPOSITE CHRIS CHAMBERS. 
PHOTO BY VINCENT MUZIK 


He was not done yet. Far from it. The following week at Min- 
nesota, the 6-2, 192-pound Bollinger rallied the Badgers from 7-0, 
14-7 and 17-14 deficits during an equally stunning overtime win 
over the Gophers. 

Up until Bollinger’s dramatic emergence, the Badgers had 
been basically a one-dimensional offense: Dayne right, Dayne left, 
Dayne up the middle. With Bollinger posing a new-found threat 
on the corner — to either run or throw — opposing defenses had 
to play Dayne more honestly, thereby opening up a variety of 
options, including the option. 

“With the people in this league, you can take somebody 
away,” said Alvarez, alluding to what the Michigan defense did in 
the second half, shutting down Dayne. “So, you'd better have 
something else to go to — and Brooks creates a lot of problems 
for a defense.” 

2000, A.D. 

After Dayne. 

Bollinger will now be given more responsibility and flexibility 
to run the show and expand the offense. 

“Ron carried us so much last year that all | had to do was be 
solid and sound and pick up a couple of first downs here and there,” 
said Bollinger, who finished 8-0 as a starter. “This year, the focal 
point is going to be a little bit more on the quarterback position. 


“Third downs are going to be a lot more important, along 
with second-and-longs. There will be more put on my shoulders 
in those situations. So it changes a lot as far as the X’s and O's.” 

Bennett is part of the X-factor at tailback. An academic non- 
qualifier as a freshman, Bennett served as Dayne’s understudy last 
season and excited the coaching staff with his raw speed and 
explosiveness. Against Indiana, he had six carries for 114 yards, 
including a 73-yard touchdown burst. 

During the offseason, Bennett was the only double winner at 
the Big Ten indoor track and field meet, capturing the 60 (6.75) and 
200 meters (21.40). The operative word for Bennett is patience. 

“I've watched a lot of film of Ron Dayne, and you can see his 
patience,” said Bennett, a native of Alligator, Miss. and the 
nephew of former Green Bay Packer defensive end Tony Bennett. 
“All of Dayne’s big runs came from him being patient through the 
handoff and waiting for the hole to open up like the Red Sea.” 

The tailback mix could feature Bennett, Broderick Williams, 

a freshman redshirt; Matt Unertl, a walkon and fan favorite; Carlos 
Daniels, a converted fullback; and Isaac Booker, a Prop 16 casu- 
alty as a freshman. Starting fullback Chad Kuhns might even get 
a few more carries. 

“We could go back to the Brent Moss and Terrell Fletcher 
days of mixing things up a little,” White said, referencing Wiscon- 
sin’s third and fourth all-time leading rushers. “We could have 
two 25- and 17-carry guys instead of one guy carrying the ball 
30 to 35 times. 

“The one thing we're in charge of as coaches is to put the ball 
in the hands of your difference-makers as many times as you can. 
And we'll do that with Brooks and Chris (Chambers), who's as 
dynamic of a player as there is in the Big Ten. We'd like him to be 
a 50 to 60 catch guy.” 

Although he missed a couple of games with a broken 
finger, split end Chris Chambers still led the Badgers in receiv- 
ing with 41 catches. He has soft hands, a 43-inch vertical leap 
and home run ability. The rotation will be rounded out by Nick 
Davis, who has returned five kicks for scores; and Lee Evans, 
who was Chambers’ prep teammate. Conroy Whyte and Lance 
Young will also get a chance to contribute. 

The tight ends will offer a divisionary weapon in the passing 
game. Because of their bulk, Dague Retzlaff (6-8, 273), John Sig- 
mund (6-6, 273) and Mark Anelli (6-5, 254) are blockers first; 
tackles, by design. 

Good thing, too, since the Badgers must replace their starting 
offensive tackles, Chris McIntosh, an Outland finalist who started 
50 consecutive games, and Mark Tauscher, a former walkon, who 
stepped in capably for Aaron Gibson last season. 

Sophomore Ben Johnson (6-7, 319) and junior Brian “Big Coun- 
try” Lamont (6-8, 333) should have a painless transition to the 
lineup because of a wealth of experience inside. Left guard Bill Fer- 
rario, center Casey Rabach and right guard Dave Costa are going 
into their fourth year as starters (108 career starts combined). 

There’s even more experience on the defensive front with 
seniors John Favret (35 starts), Ross Kolodziej (32), and Eric 
Mahlik (22). Wendell Bryant, a big-play junior, led the team in 
sacks and earned first-team All-Big Ten recognition. 

The Badgers held Stanford to minus-five yards rushing, the 
lowest figure in Rose Bowl history. They also surrendered just one 
touchdown (or less) in six games, while leading the Big Ten in 
scoring defense (13.2 points) for the second straight year. 

Replacing inside linebackers Donnel Thompson, a two-time 
captain, and Chris Ghidorzi, a two-year starter, will be an area of 
concern. Thompson's younger brother, Bryson, will be in line to 
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2000 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART e Barry Alvarez and his wife, Cindy, 


have presented the UW athletic depart- 
ment with a $250,000 gift to annually 


QB _ Brooks Bollinger, So*/Jim Sorgi, Fr or Scott Wille, Fr Ross Kolodziej, Sr*/George Pratt, Jr endow a football scholarship. “I felt it 
RB Michael Bennett, Jr/Broderick Williams, Fr OT Eric Mahlik, Sr*/Jake Sprague, Jr was a way I could give back to the 
RB Chad Kuhns, Jr*/Carlos Daniels, Jr DT Wendell Bryant, Jr*/Chuck Smith, Jr program be eaid 
WR Chris Chambers, Sr*/Conroy Whyte, Jr DE John Favret, Sr*/Ben Herbert, Jr ™ af ; 
WR Nick Davis, Jr*/Lee Evans, So OLB Roger Knight, Sr*/Dan Lisowski, Jr * Freshman linebacker Darius Jones, 
. ’ 1g ight, , fs 
TE Dague Retzlaff, Sr*/John Sigmund, Sr ILB Nick Greisen, Jr/Jeff Mack, Fr who enrolled at UW in January after 
LT Ben Johnson, So/Morgan Davis, Fr ILB Bryson Thompson, Jr/Darius Jones, Fr completing his final semester in high 
LG Bill Ferrario, Sr*/Jason Jowers, So cB Jamar Fletcher, Jr*/B.J. Tucker, So school, has been told to get his weight 
C Casey Rabach, Sr*/Al Johnson, So CB Mike Echols, Jr*/Byron Brown, Fr down to 250 pounds before the start 
RG Dave Costa, Sr*/Jeremy Dox, Jr SS Joey Boese, Jr/Devery Hughes, So of fall training camp. Jones reported 
RT Brian Lamont, Jr/Josh Jakubowski, Sr FS Jason Doering, Sr*/Carlease Clark, Jr to spring drills at 268. 
PK Vitaly Pisetsky, Sr*/Mark Neuser, Fr | P Kevin Stemke, Sr*/Vitaly Pisetsky, Sr — Mike Lucas 
J = =- =4 
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TAKING OVER AS THE STARTER IN THE 
FIFTH GAME OF THE 1999 SEASON, 
BROOKS BOLLINGER PASSED FOR 1,133 
YARDS AND RUSHED FOR 454. 


PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


start at Eagle with Nick Greisen starting at 
Mike. Roger Knight remains a fixture at 
drop linebacker. 

In the secondary, the Badgers are 
anchored by their junior cornerbacks, 
Mike Echols, who had 12 PBUs, one shy 
of Troy Vincent's school record; and Jamar 
Fletcher, who had seven interceptions for 
the second year in a row. Fletcher has 
returned five picks for touchdowns, a Big 
Ten record. 

Echols and Fletcher have combined 
for 18 interceptions and 40 PBUs in just 
two seasons. Smash-mouth Jason Doering 
is the perfect centerfielder at free safety. 
Doering had 111 tackles last year. 

The fourth starter will likely be Joey 
Boese, who was the team’s nickel back. 
B,J. Tucker and Byron Brown will compete 
for playing time. 

Kevin Stemke, meanwhile, continues 
to be the 12th man on defense for the Bad- 
gers. Stemke has significantly influenced 
field position with his punting in each of 
the last three seasons. He has a sparkling 
43.1-yard career punting average. 


Bollinger is Football’s Answer to a Gym Rat 


rooks Bollinger’s grandfather, 
Bis was a high school coach. 

Bollinger’s father, Rob, was a col- 
lege assistant and offensive coordina- 
tor. What you see is what you get. And 
what you see is a coach’s kid, who has 

rown up with the game and nurtured 
his own football instincts. 

“Nothing was ever forced on 
Brooks in any way,” said Rob 
Bollinger, who raised the family in 
Grand Forks, N.D., where he was an 
assistant at the University of North 
Dakota, a successful Division I-AA pro- 

ram. “We lived in an older iahiar 
ood where there were not a ton of 
kids his age. But | remember having 
a little ball, a Nerf ball, and we'd just 
play catch. 

“It seemed like we were always 
playing catch. And he was always in 
the stadium. Our offices were there and 
he was up and down the stairs and in 
the locker room and on the field. He 
was probably like a lot of coach’s kids.” 

In the eighth grade, he played on 
the ninth-grade team. In the ninth 
grade, he played on the varsity at 
Grand Forks Central High School. 


At that, the Badgers feel like they 
have the two most productive specialists 
in college football. Besides Stemke, they 
can also call on Vitaly Pisetsky, a finalist 
for the Groza award, who connected on 


bb 


E’VE GOT A LOT 
OF KIDS WHO 
HAVE PLAYED 
A LOT OF FOOTBALL, BUT WE'RE 
STARTING ALL OVER AGAIN WITH 
CHEMISTRY AND DEVELOPING 
LEADERSHIP AND ALL THOSE TYPES 
OF THINGS.” 


a school-record 14 consecutive field 
goals, including a game-winning 31- 
yarder in overtime at Minnesota. 

Alvarez was not on the sidelines for that 


He was a four-year starter. He also 
started at point guard in basketball and 
shortstop in baseball. He helped all 
three teams to the state finals. 

During his junior and senior sea- 
sons, Bollinger’s quarterback coach was 
none other than his dad, who left the 
North Dakota staff for a job in the 
school’s alumni office (which he still 
holds today). That allowed Rob Bollinger 
to be a Al ook assistant at Central. 

That's where Brooks learned the 
game, and the importance of high- 
percentage passes and ball control. 
That’s where he placed a high value 
on being sound technically and funda- 
mentally. And that helps account for his 
efficiency as a redshirted freshman 
at Wisconsin. 

Taking over as the starter in the 
fifth game of the 1999 season, he 
passed for 1,133 yards and rushed for 
454. He threw for eight touchdowns 
and ran for six. Moreover, he was 
intercepted just twice in 140 throws. 

“He’s a natural leader,” said UW 
coach Barry Alvarez. “You can‘t mandate 
leadership. That's the type of kid he is.” 

A coach’s kid. 


victory. Instead, he was at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minn., where he watched the 
game on television from his small hospital 
room. Alvarez’s scheduled knee replace- 
ment surgery had to be postponed until 
mid-November because of an infection and 
he wound up coaching the rest of the regu- 
lar season from the press box. Alvarez 
returned to the sidelines in Pasadena, 
where the Badgers became the only team 
in the ‘90s to win three Rose Bowls. 

But, now, it’s 2000, A.D. 

After Dayne. 

“We've got a lot of kids who have 
played a lot of football, but we're starting 
all over again with chemistry and devel- 
oping leadership and all those types of 
things,” Alvarez said. 

“We don’t want to get into a three- 
peat thing. That's old. But with seven 
teams in our league in the Top 25, we're 
going to have to get better just to be able 
to compete with these people. That’s our 
challenge. And I think we should be 
better.” 

— Mike Lucas 
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‘ 
C 
he frustrations of 1999 still linger for 
the Cincinnati Bearcats, and there’s 
only one way to make them go 
away. A 31-24 loss to Division I-AA Troy 
State was followed by a stunning 17-12 


win over Wisconsin the next week, but 
the rest of the season was marked by 


» CINCINNATI 


BEARCATS 


last year, then we'll have déja vu this 
year. Everybody has to improve and we 
have to correct the problems, or we'll just 
be a fun little team to watch. Statistics are 
for losers. Winning’s the bottom line.” 
With the return of senior quarterback 
Deontey Kenner, receivers Antonio Chat- 


the kicking game. Sophomore Jonathan 
Ruffin missed seven of 12 field goal 
attempts last season, so the Bearcats 
signed a juco kicker, Victor DeMorrow, 
in the offseason. 

“I still believe that Jonathan Ruffin can 
be an outstanding placekicker,” Minter 


It’s Time for Minter, ‘Cats to Do Some Winning 


missed opportunities, with five Confer- 
ence USA losses by a total of 32 points, 
including two three-point losses. By the 
end, a 3-8 record, an 0-6 C-USA record 
and a rash of injuries left the Bearcats 
looking forward to redemption in 2000. 

“It was absolutely frustrating,” says 
head coach Rick Minter. “It was one of 
those years that ‘could have been’ if we 
had done a few more things right.” 

The Bearcats can’t help but believe 
that things will be better this fall. The 
Bearcats return 19 starters, including 10 
from an offense that set a school record 
for total offense for the second straight 
season, rolling up 4,668 yards, while scor- 
ing 36 touchdowns. 

“| think that’s something that will help 
us improve and be more successful this 
season,” says Minter, who enters his sev- 
enth season at Cincinnati. “It’s not only 
exciting to have a number of quality play- 
ers returning, but we're expecting a lot of 
growth and maturing from those players 
after last season. 

“We were a very young football team 
last year, so we're looking for a lot of 
improvement. We're a more mature team 
now, mentally and physically.” 

That improvement needs to come on 
both sides of the ball, but the area of peak 
concern is in the offensive red zone. 
Despite all those yards last season, Minter 
says the Bearcats were forced to attempt 
too many field goals (20). 

“All that together really kept us from 
being a good offensive team,” Minter 
says. “I don’t care how many yards we 
gained; it was still a 3-8 offense and if we 
don't correct the problems that we had 


186 Linpy’s Footsalt ANNUALS 


man, LaDaris Vann and Jason Collins-Baker 
and a multitude of size and experience in 
the offensive line, plus the addition of vet- 
eran assistant Joe Daniels as offensive 
coordinator, the Bearcats have the ingre- 
dients to be successful. 

However, big questions remain at 
running back and kicker. The Bearcats 
have run the ball effectively in recent sea- 
sons and Minter is committed to more of 
the same this fall, but there are no obvi- 
ous answers at this point. The Bearcats 
will take a close look at Ray Jackson, 

a transfer from Michigan; Charles Spencer, 
a transfer from Division II Missouri West- 
ern State College; and Nathan Wize, a lit- 
tle-used junior. 

“We feel like the running back situa- 
tion will shake itself out,” Minter says. 

Minter can’t be as optimistic about 


at a glance 


says. “I think the key will be competition.” 

Competition will also be a key on 
defense, where eight starters and a 
plethora of experienced reserves will bat- 
tle for playing time. The competition will 
be especially intense among the front 
seven, where all seven starters return to 
fight for their jobs. The only player with 
job security appears to be linebacker 
Eddie Johnson, who led the Bearcats in 
tackles last season. 

The competition will be different in 
the secondary, with three job openings 
available for players such as Blue Adams, 
Gerry Ruff and Ivan Fields. All saw signifi- 
cant playing time as reserves in '99. On 
the plus side, senior DeJuan Gossett, the 
team’s second-leading tackler last fall, 
returns at free safety. 

— Richard Scott 


1999: 3-8 Overall: 0-6 CUSA (last} 

COACH: Rick Minter — At Cincinnati: 27- 
39-1, 6 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 10 
Offense, 8 Defense, | Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Deontey 
Kenner, WT Antonio Chatman, C Doug 
Rosfeld, DT Mario Monds, LB Eddie John- 
son, FS DeJuan Gossett 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Last year's 
injuries forced the Bearcats to play a lot of 
young players. This year, an abundance of 
returning starters and reserves gives the 
Bearcats quality depth, especially on the 


offensive line. Kenner is an effective passer 
who has improved with time and experi- 
ence. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Question 
marks at running back and kicker could 
lead to more of the red zone problems 
that plagued the offense in ‘99, while the 
secondary needs to plug some holes. 

OVERVIEW: Since going 8-4 and earning 
a bowl bid in ‘97, the Bearcats have won 
just five games. Minter needs to win this 
season, and the Bearcats have a realistic 
shot to earn a winning season and possi- 
bly contend for C-USA’s third bowl. 
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hange is the Pitt Panthers’ middle 

name in 2000. And not just 

because they are going through 
the normal year-to-year transition — 
who's going to start at cornerback, just 
how good will they be on offense at the 


skill positions, and what about senior 


| PITTSBURGH 


PANTHERS 


but also to the fact that the Panthers now 
have pressure to win soon so fans will 
come to the new off-campus stadium 
and validate the decision to tear down 
74-year-old Pitt Stadium. 

Winning this year could hinge on the 
offense. The two quarterbacks who shared 


starters at tight end and both offensive 
tackle spots. Senior center Jeff McCurley 
will anchor the line. 

“We have Antonio Bryant, Kevan Bar- 
low, Nick Goings and a lot of other peo- 
ple, and we have a three-quarterback 
situation,” said Grim, who expects Pitt to 


A Season of Change for Pitt 


leadership? Those questions are valid, but 
routine compared to looking at the huge 
hole where Pitt Stadium stood just 
months ago. Or going through a practice 
with five new assistants. 

Here is a list of the biggest changes 
(take a deep breath): 

*Pitt Stadium was torn down to make 
room for other campus facilities, so the 
Panthers will play in Three Rivers Stadium 
this season before moving into a new 
football-only stadium along with the NFL's 
Steelers in 2001. 

* The Panthers have a new headquar- 
ters, the state-of-the-art UPMC Sports Per- 
formance Complex, a few miles from 
campus. There are grass outdoor fields, an 
indoor field and a large building housing 
Pitt’s locker room, weight room, training 
area, coaches offices, meeting rooms, 
recruiting offices and a Hall of Fame. 

* With five assistant coaches gone, 
the Panthers had to replace half their staff. 
Among the new faces is defensive coordi- 
nator Paul Rhoads. Meanwhile, defensive 
tackles coach Bob Junko was made assis- 
tant head coach and receivers coach J.D. 
Brookhart is now also the offensive coor- 
dinator. Coach Walt Harris had unofficially 
served as the offensive coordinator the 
past two seasons. 

“There have been some changes, 
yes,” Harris said. “I think some of them 
are very exciting, like the facilities. We 
know it’s going to help us. 

“And some of them we still have to 
prove ourselves.” 

By that last statement, Harris was 
referring not only to his team making a 
smooth transition under its new coaches, 


the No. 1 role last year — junior David 
Priestley and senior John Turman — are 
back. Redshirt freshman Rod Rutherford, 
a high-profile local recruit, could force his 
way into the equation. 

Whoever leads the offense will have 
a lot of support at the skill positions. Two- 
time All-Big East receiver Latef Grim returns 
for his senior season. With 135 receptions 
for 2,012 yards over his first two years at 
Pitt, Grim is poised to set the school and 
Big East records in both categories. 

Teams won't double-team him though, 
because of Antonio Bryant, who had 51 
catches for 844 yards as a freshman. 

Pitt's top three tailbacks return — 
seniors Kevan Barlow and Nick Goings 
and sophomore Torrie Cox — and there is 
depth at fullback, including Dustin Pic- 
ciotti, the plum of the Panthers’ 2000 
recruiting class. 

The Panthers will have to find new 


at a glance 


aT 999: 5-6 Overall 2-5 Big East (r/6th] 
COACH: Walt Harris — At Pitt: 13-21, 3 
years; Overall 24-45, 6 years 
eeruniene STAR TERY 15; 9 Offense, 
5 DEB Ses ( 
AYERS TO ITCH: WR Latef Grim, 
Brera Bryant, TB Kevan Barlow, 
FS ean Walker, LB Ryan Gonsales 
: THS: Strong return- 
‘ing: skill position players that should allow 
Walt Harris to run his West Coast offense 
effectively after two somewhat disappoint- 
ing seasons. Ability and depth good at 


contend for the Big East title. 

“| think it’s going to be interesting to 
see how the offense pans out. Like we 
say, offense is going to win the game; 
defense is going to win the champi- 
onships.” 

The defense is anchored by hard-hit- 
ting free safety Ramon Walker, who led 
the team with 131 tackles and was named 
All-Big East as a freshman. 

Strong safety Mark Ponko returns, but 
both starting cornerbacks are gone, and 
Pitt's strength on defense will be at line- 
backer. Junior Ryan Gonsales, the man in 
the middle, heads a list of six returning 
"backers who started at least once last 
year. 

Up front, Pitt lost an end and a tackle. 
Junior end Bryan Knight, a returning 
starter, seems to be the only lineman 
assured of a starting role. 

— Shelly Anderson 


linebacker, safeties. 7 

‘POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: inexperience 

__at cornerback, offensive line and punter. 

OVERVIEW: A tough schedule and per- 
haps lackluster home crowds for a one- 
season stay at Three Rivers Stadium could 
make it difficult for the Panthers to make it 
to. a bowl game for the second time in 
four years under Harris, despite what 
should be a potent offense. For the first 
time in three seasons, the defense won't , 
have to carry the team. 
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ow that Chad Pennington is gone to 
the NFL, maybe this is the year that 
someone other than Marshall wins 
the Mid-American Conference. 

Of course, that’s what teams thought 
when Randy Moss left after the 97 season. 

Marshall is to the MAC what Florida 
State is to the Atlantic Coast Conference. 


Since moving from NCAA Division I-AA in 


1997, the Herd has won three straight 
MAC titles, two of three bowls, finished 
10th in the nation last season and gone 
35-4 overall. 

“We said all along we'll still have a 
good team in 2000,” said Marshall coach 
Bobby Pruett, who is 50-4 in four seasons. 
“We never were just Moss or Pennington.” 

Pruett must be confident, riding a 
national-best 17-game winning streak. He 
turned clown a lucrative offer to coach Hous- 
ton and declined LSU's flirtations, staying at 
his alma mater, which has expanded its sta- 
dium from 30,000 to 40,000 seats. 

He says his defense — league best a 
year ago — is even better. With All-Amer- 
ican candidates Danny Derricott and Mau- 
tice Hines at the corners, he may be right. 

Marshall's offense is young, but tal- 
ented. Adding junior college All-Ameri- 
can running back Ernest Pitts should help. 

Most of Marshall's new starters have 
seen significant playing time. For example, 
defensive end Ralph Street led Marshall in 
sacks last year, coming off the bench. 

“That’s why we play so many peo- 
ple,” Pruett said. “We want our backups 
on the field to get them ready.” 

Having said that, Marshall appears 
more vulnerable than in recent years. The 
Herd breaks in a new quarterback and lost 
11 starters. The entire backfield must be 
replaced, including Pennington. 

And, Marshall has its fifth offensive 
coordinator in as many years, plus a new 
defensive coordinator. 

If new quarterback Byron Leftwich pro- 
gresses well, he'll have a loaded stable of 
wide receivers, headed by senior Nate Poole. 

An early game at Michigan State will 
show just how good Marshall is, testing 
that 17-game winning streak. 

Struggling with a 13-team format, the 
MAC changed how it figures season 


MAC EAST 
MARSHALL 
AKRON 

OHIO 

MIAMI 

KENT 

BOWLING GREEN 
BUFFALO 


MAC WEST 
TOLEDO 

W. MICHIGAN 
N. ILLINOIS 
C. MICHIGAN 
E. MICHIGAN 
BALL STATE 


Ramiliarsnetrain: 
GanyAnyoneEatch) Marshall? 


Herd carries 17-game winning streak. 

Spirits are high coming off 7-4 breakthrough. 
Bobcats will still run like a service academy. 
Who'll score the TDs without Travis Prentice? 
Young, aggressive, and in need of some wins. 
Big staff shakeup needs to produce results. 
Bulls rariked No. 115 out of 115. 


Rockets return to division supremacy. 

Will be hard-pressed to duplicate ‘99 title. 
Nineteen starters return from 5-6 team. 

Former Michigan assistant Mike Debord takes over. 
Former Arizona assistant Jeff Woodruff takes over. 
Cardinals are 1-21 over past two seasons. 


Sept. 9 Marshall at Michigan St. 
Sept. 16 Miami at Ohio State 
Sept. 9  W. Michigan at Ball State 
Sept. 16 Central Florida at Akron 
Sept. 23 Toledo at W. Michigan 
Sept. 23 Akron at Ohio 

Oct. 5 W. Michigan at Marshall 
Oct. 14 Marshall at Toledo 

Oct. 21 Ball State at Buffalo 

Oct. 28 Miami at Cincinnati 

Oct. 28 Marshall at Akron 

Nov. 4 Marshall at Bowling Green 
Nov. 18 Marshall at Ohio 

Nov. 18 Toledo at Bowling Green 


standings. Most teams play eight league 
games, but only contests within the divi- 
sion will count in the standings. At sea- 
son’s end, the champions of the East and 
West Divisions will play for the title at ... 
Marshall Stadium. 

In the MAC East, Akron is the most seri- 
ous challenger, returning nearly everyone 
from last year’s 7-4 team, including quarter- 
back Butchie Washington and Freshman of 
the Year, running back Brandon Payne. 

“On paper, it looks like we have a shot 
at playing for a championship,” Akron 
coach Lee Owens said. “But that’s on 
paper. We have to get it done on the field.” 


The nation finds out if the Herd is for real. 

RedHawks think they have a shot at the Buckeyes. 

Cards’ chance to end what will be 18-game losing streak. 
UCF is talking about joining the MAC. This is a good gauge. 
This is for supremacy in the West Division. 

Winner becomes favorite to challenge Marshall in East. 
Rematch of the 1999 MAC title game. 

The two division favorites square off in the Glass Bowl. 
Both teams went 0-11 last year. Someone has to win, 

One of the nation’s oldest rivalries. 

Winner takes control of the East Division. 

Thundering Herd hasn't won at Bowling Green since 1954. 
Great rivalry and it should mean something this year. 


The best rivalry in the MAC. 


Akron has the advantage of playing 
Marshall at home on Oct. 28. Ohio, the 
other East contender, also gets the Herd at 
home on Nov. 18. The Bobcats return most 
of their offense from last season, including 
triple-option quarterback Dontrell Jackson. 

In the MAC West, Western Michigan 
had heavy graduation losses and will be 
hard-pressed to defend its title. Still, the 
Broncos feature two of the league’s most 
explosive players in wide receiver-kick 
returner Steve Neal and tailback Robert 
Sanford. 

Toledo, West champion in 1997 and 
1998, is favored to win the division crown. 
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1. NATE POOLE WR Marshall Sr. The league's best all-around athlete. 
2, CHESTER TAYLOR 1B Toledo Sr. Could get 1,500 yards if healthy. 

3, PAUL TOVIESS! DE Marshall Sr. Great pass rusher will play in NFL. 

4, MAURICEHINES CB Marshall Sr. The fastest player in the league. 
5. STEVE NEAL WR W. Michigan Sr. A smaller version of Nate Poole. 

6, RYAN DIEM TN. Illinois Sr. Incredible strength makes him scary. 
7. DANNY DERRICOTT CB Marshall St. Has 10 interceptions in two seasons. 


8. DAVEZASTUDIL =P 
9. ANDY ARACRI DT 
10. CHAD LONG $ 


Ohio Jr. 
Miami Sr. 
Bowling Green Jr. 


His NFL leg gives Bobcats an edge. 
Not MAC's biggest DT, just the best. 


WS ACT) CeCe =Nate Poole, WR, Marshall 


Offensive Player of the Year: 


Chester Taylor, RB, Toledo 
UTCSNCR Ag mice cies Paul Toviessi, DE, Marshall 


Tm eicm<ciem Ernest Pitts, RB, Marshall 


The Rockets return 10 offensive and eight defensive starters. 
Highly-mobile junior quarterback Tavares Bolden, who out- 
passed Pennington head-to-head last season, is the key, along 
with 1,000-yard rusher Chester Taylor. 

Toledo's defense has two of the MAC's top pass rushers in 
linebacker Kevin Rollins, who led the league last year with 1 1 
sacks, and defensive end DeJuan Goulde, second with 10 sacks. 

Coach Gary Pinkel knows his team’s hopes rest on Bolden. 

“You're not going to win a championship without a great 
player lining up behind center,” Pinkel said. “You see how NFL 
teams are destroyed when their quarterbacks go down. Tavares, 
last year, brought up our level of play on offense.” 

Senior-laden Northern Illinois went 5-6 last season, but has 
nearly all of its starters back, including 1,000-yard rusher William 
Andrews at tailback. “It’s time to start winning some games,” 
coach Joe Novac said. “You can only have potential for so long, 
then you have to win.” 

In the East, Bowling Green, with five straight losing seasons, 
tries to save coach Gary Blackney’s job. Blackney has replaced five 
assistants, showing a turnaround is needed or he may go next. 

The Falcons can take solace knowing they play Marshall at 
home on Nov. 4. Bowling Green is the last team to beat the 
Herd (1998), which hasn’t won at Bowling Green since 1954. 

Kent should be the East's most-improved team. The Golden 
Flashes went 2-9 last season, playing Pittsburgh and Marshall 
tough, before routing Bowling Green. Coach Dean Pees’ team, 
if it has a serviceable quarterback, could be a spoiler. 

Miami (Ohio) adjusts to life without MAC all-time leading 
rusher and scorer Travis Prentice. The RedHawks promise to 
throw more, taking advantage of quarterback Mike Bath’s arm 
and receiver Sly Johnson's legs. With massive losses on defense 
and the offensive line, this should be a rebuilding season. 

Buffalo still seeks its first I-A victory after its MAC debut at 
0-11 last season. The going will be rough again, but at least they 
get Ball State at home. The game pits winless teams from 1999. 

In the West, Eastern Michigan and Central Michigan break in 
new coaches. Central Michigan hired Michigan assistant Mike 
Debord to replace Dick Flynn, while Eastern Michigan tabbed 
Arizona assistant Jeff Woodruff to take over for Rick Rasnick. Nei- 
ther the Chippewas nor the Eagles should challenge for a divi- 


2000 


Sure tackler, big hitter, great defender. 


All-MAC TEAM 


OFFENSE —_— First Team : 


Miami 


QB Mike Bath Sr. 6-2 225 

RB Chester Taylor Sr. 5-11 199 Toledo 

RB William Andrews Sr. 5-11 205 Northern Illinois 
WR Nate Poole Sr. 6-1 186 Marshall 

WR Steve Neal Sr. 6-0 187 Western Michigan 
TE Gregg Kellett Jr. 6-3 250 Marshall 

C Colin Greczek Sr. 6-4 285 Western Michigan 
OL Jimmy Cabellos Sr. 6-4 310 Marshall 

OL Ryan Diem Sr. 6-7 336 Northern Illinois 
OL Eric Curl Sr. 6-2 280 Bowling Green 
OL Craig Cipa Sr. 6-5 283 Eastern Michigan 
K Brad Selent Sr. 5-11 184 Western Michigan 
DEFENSE — First Team 

DL Paul Toviessi Sr. 6-7 255 Marshall 

DL Andy Aracri Sr. 6-2 279 Miami 

DL DeJuan Goulde Sr. 6-1 250 Toledo 

LB Rashan Hall Jr. 5-11 210 Kent 

LB Max Yates Jr. 6-2 225 Marshall 

LB Mario Evans Sr. 6-1 230 Western Michigan 
LB Kevin Rollins Sr. 6-2 225 Toledo 

DB Danny Derricott Sr. 5-8 159 Marshall 

DB Maurice Hines Str. 5-7 186 Marshall 

DB Donnie White Sr. 5-10 190 Ohio 

DB Chad Long Jr. 6-1 195 Bowling Green 
KR Brandon Payne So. 5-10 190 Akron 

P Dave Zastudil Jr. 6-4 230 Ohio 
OFFENSE — Second Team 

QB Tavares Bolden Jr. 6-1 205 Toledo 

RB Brandon Payne So. 5-10 190 Akron 

RB Robert Sanford Sr. 5-11 223 Western Michigan 
WR JammarlO’Neal Fr. 6-1 175 Central Michigan 
WR JustinMcCareins Sr. 6-3 204 Northern Illinois 
TE Randy Pennington So. 6-3 240 Ohio 

C Nick Otterbacher Jr. 6-1 280 Toledo 

OL Alex Sulfsted Sr. 6-5 300 Miami 

OL MichaelSchaefer Sr. 6-6 305 Toledo 

OL Steve Sciullo So. 6-5 315 Marshall 

OL Zach Holt Sr. 6-3 280 Ohio 

K Dave Pavich Jr. 6-1 165 Kent 


DEFENSE — SecondTeam __ ee 
Marshall 


DL Jimmy Parker Sr. 6-3 279 

DL Art Adams Sr. 6-4 250 Ohio 

DL Mike Fox Sr. 6-4 270 Ohio 

LB Jared Pike Sr. 6-0 235 Western Michigan 
LB TomWeilbacher So. 6-0 235 Ohio 

LB CameronSaulsby Sr. 6-1 233 Norther Illinois 
LB Wayne Dudley So. 5-11 170 Central Michigan 
DB Tedaro France So. 5-10 170 Central Michigan 
DB Brian Leigeb Jr. 6-2 185 Central Michigan 
DB Chris London Jr. 5-10 200 Ohio 

KR Steve Neal Sr. 6-0 187 Western Michigan 
P Curtis Head So. 5-10 168 Marshall 


sional crown, but both have solid, veteran quarterbacks. Eastern 
goes with Walt Church and Central has Pete Shepherd. 

Ball State tries to right itself after following 1998's 1-10 
campaign with an 0-11 debacle. The program has fallen dramati- 
cally since 1996 when it last won the conference championship. 

— Tim Stephens 
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F° the first time, Akron is talking about win- 
ning a Mid-American Conference champi- 
onship. A program famed for its yearly 
preseason discussions on being competitive, 
posting a winning record and earning respect 
appears in position to challenge Marshall for 
|supremacy in the MAC East Division, thanks to 
the return of 14 starters and 44 lettermen. 

“On paper at least, there is a legitimate 
chance to win a championship,” Akron coach 
Lee Owens said. “We're still going to have to 
fight, scrape and claw and battle every single 
game to have a chance. We've got the ability 
to win, if we prepare well and play well.” 

Akron will go as far as senior quarterback 
Butchie Washington can take it. The mobile 
fifth-year senior has shown flashes of bril- 
liance the last two seasons and says he's 
eager to move himself and his team to a 
higher level. Washington threw 12 touch- 
down passes and nine interceptions last sea- 
son while completing 54 percent of his 
| throws for 1,896 yards. 

“The role Butchie needs to take is to 
assume the leadership aspect of being the 
quarterback,” Owens said. “It’s not some- 
thing that he necessarily feels comfortable 
with, it’s not something he’s natural at, but 


it’s something that’s imperative if he’s going | 
to take our offense to where it needs to be to 
win a championship.” 

Wide receiver Lavel Bailey is the top tar- 
get. Nine of Bailey's 42 catches went for 
touchdowns. Running back Brandon Payne, 
who gained 845 yards and scored 13 touch- 
downs to earn MAC Freshman of the Year 
honors, leads the ground game. 

The offensive front gets a boost from Temple | 
transfer Konrad Dean at tackle. Paul Ondrusek | 
and Jeremiah Danielson are strong, versatile 
guards. Juniors Scott Smith and Jeff Grzeskowiak 
return at center and tackle, respectively. 

Defensively Akron gave up 187 yards 
per game on the ground last season and has 
just 44 sacks the last three years. 

Akron’s defensive strength is at line- 
backer where Marques Hayes, Ryan Myers 
and Lou Mackey start and Ed March, Brad 
King and juco All-American Eric Culberson | 
provide quality depth. 

Second-team All-MAC cornerback 
Dwight Smith leads a secondary that inter- 
cepted just six passes a year ago. Rich Reli- 
ford moves from cornerback to free safety, | 
creating an opening for Jesse Smith. Hard-hit- 
ting Mike Hughes is back at strong safety. 


‘ew coaches can put together consecutive 
1-10 and 0-11 seasons and keep their 
jobs, but Ball State's Bill Lynch has done it. 

The Cardinals haven't won a game since 
Oct. 3, 1998, and have gone 7-35 since win- 
ning the MAC in 1996. The future doesn’t 
appear any brighter as Ball State still lags 
behind nearly every other MAC school in 
speed, size, depth and talent. 

“It’s been difficult, obviously,” Lynch 
said. “But we're not giving up. Our guys have 
a good attitude. They just need something 
| good to happen to them.” 

The Cardinals may have to wait awhile. 
Ball State opens with Florida and on Sept. 16 
plays at Kansas State. Sandwiched in between 
is ahome game with I-AA power Western Illi- 
nois. I-AA Connecticut also is on the sched- 
ule, as is Buffalo, which went 0-11 last year. 

While problems exist all over, the offense 
is of particular concern. Ball State averaged 
just 14 points per game in 1999 and finished 
12th in the league in passing, ahead of only 
Ohio, which runs the ground-based triple- 
option. The Cardinals also were 12th in the 
MAC in rushing, 13th in rushing defense and 
13th in kickoff returns and total offense. 

Brian Conn returns at quarterback, where 


BALL STATE 


he has shown flashes of sound play, but has 
few weapons at his disposal. Leading rusher 
Nick Dunbar averaged just 3.7 yards per 

carry. Top returning receiver Jermaine Jordan | 
caught just 15 passes. If Conn falters, true 
freshman Kenny Sanders could be called on 

as areplacement,. 

Defensively, the Cardinals never stopped 
the run and had just 12 sacks last season. Ball 
State managed a meager two interceptions. 

“We need somebody to make a play for 
us,” Lynch said. “We were close at times last 
year, but then we'd give up a big play | 
instead of getting one and it would turn the 
whole game.” 

Not much in the way of help is expected 
out of the 2000 recruiting class, at least not 
immediately. Just 17 players were signed and | 
none are from junior colleges. 

Lynch, who is signed through this sea- 
son, is popular with the school’s administra- 
tion. His program has a high graduation rate 
and few legal run-ins. Lynch has kept the pro- | 
gram clean and is regarded as one of the 
classier coaches in the league. Still, unless the | 
Cardinals show a measure of progress this 
year, Lynch’s return in 2001 is greatly in 
doubt. 4 


1999: 7-4 Overall; 5-3 MAC East 
(T/3rd) 

COACH: Lee Owens — At Akron and 
Overall: 19-36, 5 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 
5 Offense, 8 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Butchie 
Washington, RB Brandon Payne, C 
Scott Smith, LB Marques Hayes, S Rich 
Reliford, CB Dwight Smith, K Zac Derr 

| PRIMARY STRENGTHS: More speed at 

_ running back than in any year Lee 

| Owens has coached the Zips. Experi- 
ence at QB and on defense. Confidence 
entering a season for the first time in 
years. The punt return team is outstand- 
ing. Depth is decent on defense. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Developing 
a pass rush. Finding a punter, a backup 
quarterback and a third wide receiver. 

OVERVIEW: Akron achieved its first win- 
ning season in eight years last season 
and could challenge Marshall for the 
East Division title. Akron must show it 
can win big games and can win on the 
road. The Zips get Marshall at home on 
Oct. 28 in the game of the year in the 
East Division. 


= 


Cardinals At A Glance 


1999: 0-11 Overall, 0-8 MAC West 
(6th) 

COACH: Bill Lynch — At Ball State 
21-33, 5 years; Overall, 57-47-3, 
10 years 

RETURNING STARTERS:16; 

7 Offense, 8 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: GB Brian 
Conn, G Jeff Theil, S Pete Smith, 

K Thomas Pucke 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offen- 
sive line is big and returns four 
starters. Conn is back for his third 
year as a starter. The defensive front 
returns intact. Two secondary starters 
return from a team that led the MAC 

| in pass defense. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Everything. 
Ball State has no big-play makers on 
either side of the ball, lacks speed 
and depth and can’t stop the run. 
Confidence is virtually non-existent. 

OVERVIEW: Ball State has gone 1-21 
the last two seasons and there’s little 
to indicate improvement. At least Buf- 
falo, the MAC's other 0-11 team from 
1999, is on the schedule this year, 
but even that game is on the road. 
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Bows Green coach Gary Blackney 
replaced five assistant coaches, including 
his offensive and special-teams coordinators, 
in the offseason in an effort to end a string of 
five consecutive losing seasons. Knowing that 
a sixth sub-.500 record likely won't be toler- 
ated, Blackney is under pressure to win now. 
Non-conference games with Michigan 
| and Pittsburgh don’t enhance the Falcons 
chances, nor do contests at Miami (Ohio) and 
at Toledo. At least Bowling Green gets MAC 
East favorites Marshall and Akron at home. 
The key to the turnaround is improve- 
ment on defense. The Falcons averaged 26.9 
points per game last season, but gave up 
28.4. The unit is anchored by Chad Long and 
fellow junior Karl Rose who form possibly the 
| best safety combination in the MAC. The cor- 
/nerbacks, though, are a huge question mark. 
Bowling Green's veterans at the position 
haven't produced. Prized recruit Justin Jack- 
son, a freshman, could play there right away. 
“It’s no secret that we've had trouble 
covering people,” Blackney said. “For us to 
be good on defense, we had to come out of 
spring ball with two comers that can cover 
people. That's been an Achilles heel for us.” 


Three-fourths of the defensive line is back 
and should be aided by the return of end D.]. 
Durkin, who missed most of last season with 
injuries. Durkin should improve the Falcons’ 
total of 17 sacks. Khary Campbell heads a 
sound linebacking corps that could include 
freshman Marlon Anderson, one of the better 
signees by any MAC team. 

Offensively, sophomore Joe Alls and 
junior Godfrey Lewis are speedy runners who 
combined for 1,092 yards and 10 touch- 
downs in 1999. Sophomore quarterback 
Andy Sahm completed 77 of 152 passes for 
1,088 yards and seven touchdowns with 
three interceptions last season. 

Sahm has one of the MAC’s premier tar- 
gets in junior wide receiver Kurt Gerling, but 
the Falcons unexpectedly lost speedster 
Robert Redd, who transferred to Louisville. 
Fullback and tight end are huge questions. 
Reserve quarterback Ricky Schneider, a for- 
mer starter, has moved to H-back. 

Senior tackle Rob Fehrman, an NFL 
prospect, and guard Eric Curl head an offen- 
sive line that will feature three new starters. 

Punter Pat Fleming returns. Freshman 
Shaun Suisham likely will be the kicker, 


efi 5-6 Overall: 3-5 MAC East 

(5 

COACH: Gary Blackney — At Bow!- 
ing Green and Overall: 58-41-2, 
9 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: | 4; 
6 Offense, 7 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB And 
Sahm, WR Kurt Gerling, RB Godfrey 
Lewis, RB Joe Alls, T Rob Fehrman, 
G Eric Curl, NT Brandon Hicks, 
FS Chad Long 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Experience 
on defense, especially in the sec- 
ondary. Defensive line has experi- 
ence. Running back is deep and 
talented. Team speed is improved. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Adjusting 
to five new assistant coaches. 
Replacing three offensive line 
starters. Four of the first five games 
are on the road. A fullback, tight 

~ end and kicker are needed. 

OVERVIEW: Gary Blackney has 
gone from “hot” to on the “hot seat”. 
Coaching staff makeover followed 
five consecutive losing seasons. 
Winning talent appears to be there. 
Anything less than six ea 


cost Blackney his job. 


BUFFALO 


| 

| Ww Buffalo's Blue team defeated the 

| White squad in the Bulls spring game, 

| the Blue players celebrated as if they had 
won the Rose Bowl. When you're coming off 

an 0-11 season in your first season of NCAA 

Division I-A football, a victory of any kind is 

reason to be happy. 

What's troubling to the Bulls is that 
another winless season is a distinct possibility 
| as Buffalo continues its force-fed adjustment 
from the I-AA ranks to I-A. A program which, 
on the field at least, wasn’t ready for the 
move up figures to struggle again. 

“We know it’s going to be difficult,” Buf- 
falo coach Craig Cirbus said of competing in 
the MAC. “But we're getting better. We have 
more athletes than we've ever had. Some of 
them are raw and erratic, but there’s more 
speed and athleticism than we had last year.” 

The Bulls are solid in some areas, just not 
enough. Quarterback Joe Freedy was, by Buf- 
falo standards, a respectable eighth in the 
league in passing last season and returns, 
| although he missed spring practice after 
undergoing an emergency appendectomy. 
Mike Gaydosz and promising junior Mike 
Taylor could push for the job. 


Whomever the quarterback is, he’ll work 
behind an inexperienced offensive line and 
with a receiving corps that features no one 
who caught more than five passes in 1999, 
Freshman Marc Rivera is a speedy threat at 
receiver, but broke his leg in spring ball. 
Slashing junior tailback Derrick Gordon, who 
ran for 517 yards a year ago, will be the Bulls 
primary weapon. 

“Rebuilding the offensive line is our pri- 
mary concern,” Cirbus said. “It is of para- 
mount importance.” 

Defensively, nine starters are back from 
a unit that gave up a league-high 38.7 points 
per game. The leader is junior linebacker Chris 
Shelly, who is talented enough to play for 


most other MAC teams. He's the closest thing 


the Bulls have to a playmaker on defense. 
Safety Craig Rohfis is a surly, vocal leader 
and sure tackler, but is coming off shoulder 
surgery, as is defensive end Jamie Guerra, 
who helps the Bulls pass rush if he’s healthy. 
Kicker Scott Keller was 13 for 15 on field 
goals last season and is as solid as anyone 


inside 40 yards. A punter must be found and_ | 


whomever he is, he can expect to be on the 
field plenty. O 


Bulls At A Glance 


esc 0-11 Overall; 0-8 MAC East 
(7th) 
COACH: Craig Cirbus — At Buffalo 
and Overall: 17-38, 5 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 
5 Offense, 9 Defense, Kicker, Punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: GB Joe 
Freedy, TB Derrick Gordon, 
WR Marc Rivera, LB Chris Shelly, 
S Craig Rohlfs, K Scott Keller 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Increased 
team speed. Freedy is a veteran 
quarterback. Gordon is a talented 
runner. Run defense likely will be 
better. Kicking game has potential. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Confi- 
dence. Bulls are yet to win a MAC 
game. Buffalo is the MAC’s slowest 
team. Inexperience at offensive line 
and receiver. Depth is minimal. 
OVERVIEW: On Oct. 21, Ball State 
plays at Buffalo — teams that went 
0-11 last season. Somebody has to 
get a win. Buffalo is overmatched in 
virtually every area by every team 
on the schedule. Several young play- 
ers have potential, but how long the 
school’s fans and administration will 
be patient is a question. 
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Fer Michigan assistant Mike DeBord 
is finding out that more than just miles 
separate the Wolverines program from 
Central Michigan's. Still, DeBord, who 
replaced the popular Dick Flynn, is opti- 
mistic that the Chippewas have enough 
players to do some damage in the 

MAC West. 

“Some athletes are further ahead than 
others,” DeBord said. “Our defensive line 
has progressed, but it's not where it has 
to be. Our secondary is solid. On offense, 
Vince Webber put forth good effort at 
tailback and fullback D.J. McClure had 
a great spring.” 

Coming off a knee injury that limited 
him to 28 carries last season, Webber aver- 
aged 6.2 yards per carry in 1998. He'll 
receive plenty of opportunities this fall. 

Pete Shepherd enters his third season 
as starting quarterback. While he com- 
pleted 53 percent of his passes last year, 
he threw just nine touchdown passes and 
12 interceptions. 

Shepherd will throw to Jammarl 
O'Neal a third-team Freshman All-Ameri- 
can last season when he caught 59 passes 


for 1,085 yards. 

A veteran offensive line should pro- 
vide adequate protection. 

“We picked it up offensively at the end 
of spring,” DeBord said. “We have much 
work to do. We need to get better in a lot 
of areas, too. 

"One of those areas is defense, long a 
Central Michigan strength until 1999 when 
teams scored nearly 32 points per game 
on the Chippewas. Just four defensive 
starters return. 

Cornerbacks Tedaro France and Wayne 
Dudley are solid and safety Brian Leigeb is 
one of the league’s better defensive backs. 
Ralph Sewell is a strong linebacker, but 
major defensive holes exist elsewhere. 

Paul Savich hit 13 of 18 field goal 
attempts in 1999, but missed four of 26 
extra points. 

Overall, major changes could be made 
early in the season. Even DeBord doesn't 
know what to expect, yet. 

“We're still evaluating,” DeBord said. 
“We have much work to do and we'll get it 
done. We're eager to see what we have 
and we'll go from there.” 


‘ormer Arizona assistant Jeff Woodruff was 

hired to turn potential into production, 
something his predecessor, Rick Rasnick, 
didn't do well enough. 

Woodruff likes what he sees, but knows 
a long road lies ahead before Eastern Michi- 
gan is a consistent title contender. 

“| like the enthusiasm,” Woodruff said. 
“The players we have who are willing to 
work are going to do some good things.” 

Woodruff signed a large and versatile 
recruiting class. Don't be surprised to see 
several newcomers on the field immediately, 
starting with 6-4, 265-pound tight end Jonas 
Jackson, who was signed as a blocker to help 
upgrade the MAC's worst rushing attack. 

“We'll put our best players on the field,” 
Woodruff said. “If they're upperclassmen or 
newcomers, it doesn't matter. We want guys 
who want to play. We might move some 


people around and see what happens.” 


Senior quarterback Walt Church makes 
the transition easier. Recruited by the likes of 
Notre Dame and several Big Ten schools, 
Church has potential to be the league's top 
passer. Church threw for 2,015 yards last 
season, but uncharacteristically threw 12 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 


interceptions and just eight touchdowns in 
a disappointing year. Church, though, will 
have a new receiving corps. 

Eric Powell and Idris Wells are talented 
runners, but they rarely find holes. Powell led 
the team with a 3.9-yard average per carry. 

Tackle Mike Cipa is a pro prospect on an 
offensive line that needs work. 

“We have to be able to run,” Woodruff 
said, “It's as simple as that. We'll do what it 
takes to improve our running game.” 

Linebackers Kenny Philpott and Scott 
Russell are aggressive and athletic, as is 
safety Ricky Scott, but the rest of the unit is 
questionable. Outside of blitzes, the Eagles 
rarely had a pass rush in 1999, 

Toller Starnes hit on 11 of 17 field goals 
last season, but has just average range. Nick 
Avondet averaged just 37.7 yards per punt, 
nearly five yards off what he averaged in '98. 

Woodruff doesn’t come to the MAC 
expecting to be blindsided. He played and 
coached at Kent and knows the caliber of 
teams the Eagles will face. 

“We don't expect this to be easy,” 
Woodruff said of rebuilding. “We do expect 
to get it done.” 4 
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Eon 4-7 Overall; 3-5 MAC West 
(Sth) 
COACH: Mike DeBord — At Central 
Michigan and Overall: First year 
RETURNING STARTERS: | 4; 
6 Offense, 7 Defense, Kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: GB Pete 
Shepherd, TB Vince Webber, LB 
Ralph Sewell, S Brian Leigeb, CB 
Tekin France, CB Wayne Dudley 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Shepherd, 
a three-year starter, completed 53 
percent of his passes. Webber is a 
top-notch runner. France and Dudley 
are the best MAC West cornerbacks. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Chippewas 
must adjust to new coach installin 
new system. Depth is a concern. Play- 
makers lacking on offense. Special 
teams were bad last season. Fresh- 
men may have to step in right away. 
DeBord is a first-time head coach. 
OVERVIEW: Former coach Dick Flynn 
was popular with his players, many 
of her were disappointed to see 
him go. If DeBord can rally this 
team’s veterans, respectability is pos- 
sible. The Chippewas are thin at 
many positions. A winning season 
onl be a major accomplishment. 


Eagles At A Glance 


1999: 4-7 Overall, 4-4 MAC (4th 
West) 

COACH: Jeff Woodruff — At Eastern 
Michigan and Overall, First year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 

8 Offense, 6 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Walt 
Church, T Mike Cipa, TB Eric Powell, 
LB Kenny Philpott, LB Scott Russell, 

P Nick Avondet 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: When he’s 
on, Church is as good as any MAC 
quarterback. Cipa is one of the 
league's best blockers. Offensive line 
is strong in pass protection. Defense 
is hard-hitting. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Eastern 
Michigan’s running game was the 
MAC's worst in “99. Inconsistency 

has plagued this program. The 

Eanes must adjust to a new coach. 

OVERVIEW: The Eagles have enough 
talent at the skill positions and on 
defense to cause problems. If 
Woodruff can get his team to be 
more consistent and find a way to 
improve the rushing attack, Eastern 
Michigan could be a spoiler in the 
MAC West race. 


2000 


eé last time Kent won a MAC title, 
Richard Nixon was President, none of this 

year’s Golden Flashes had been born and 
Jack Lambert was Kent's middle linebacker. 

While Kent isn’t likely to end the 
drought this year, coach Dean Pees squad 
could be the MAC’s most improved team. 

“He has them going in the right direc- 
| tion,” Marshall defensive tackle coach Bill 
| Wilt said of Pees. “They'll play you tough.” 

With a strong group of 16 starters 
returning, Kent's modest goal is a winning 
record. If junior quarterback Zach Williams 
comes through in his first season as a starter, 
six victories are attainable. Williams can 
throw long and has a big-play receiver in Jur- 
ron Kelly. Joshua Bostick and tight end Ray 
Quinn have potential, giving Kent one of the 
| league's better receiving corps. 
Williams lacks the mobility of record-set- 
ting Jose Davis, the man he replaces, so Kent 
likely will rely more on straight drop-back 
passing and less on rollouts. Williams will be 
counted on to make something on his own 
far less often than Davis was. 

Junior tailback Chante Murphy ran for 
676 yards last season and likely will carry 


more than the 162 times he did a year ago. 
He'll run behind a veteran offensive line 
anchored by left guard Jason Hupp and cen- 
ter Jeff Krysiak. 

Defensively is where Kent must 
improve. The Golden Flashes gave up too 
many big plays last season and folded in the 
clutch several times. | 

“Our defense can't give up big plays. 
We'll improve in that area,” Pees said. 

“] think we can be tough near the goal line.” 

Rashan Hall, who averaged 11.2 tackles 
per game in 1999, joins Matt Rayl and James | 
Harrison to give Kent solid linebacking. The 
defensive front is athletic, but the secondary 
returns just one starter, sophomore corner- 
back Nashville Dyer. Youngsters Reggie 
Crook, Justin Baughman and Abdur Khan will | 
be counted upon to fill the void. 

Kent had a solid recruiting class, but 
Pees hopes he’s past the point where true 
freshmen have to play. 

Sophomore Dave Pavich is one of the 
nation’s better kickers giving Kent a weapon 
it has lacked. Pavich hit 13 of 16 field goal 
attempts last season and has excellent range. 
Punting is a continuing source of misery. 


| 


ste: 2-9 Overall; 2-6 MAC East 

ét 

COACH: Dean Pees — At Kent and 
Overall: 2-20, 2 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 
8 Offense, 7 Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: G Jason 
Hupp, RB Chante Murphy, WR Juron 
Kelly, DT Roy Attieh, LB Matt Rayl, 
K Dave Pavich 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The run 
defense figures to be among the 
league's best. Talent abounds at run- 
ning back and wide receiver. Four 
starters return on the offensive line. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Developing 
a quarterback heads the list of 
chores, but equally as important is 
replacing three starters from one of 
the league’s better secondaries. Kent 
is still a relatively young team. 

OVERVIEW: Several coaches around 
the league think Kent will be this sea- 
son’s darkhorse. While not ready to 
contend for a conference champi- 
onship, the Golden Flashes could be 
a spoiler. Pees has his players believ- 

ing in his system and offensive coor- 
dinator Charlie Molnar is one of the 
best around. 


e rest of the MAC hopes it can knock off 
three-time defending champion Marshall 

now that quarterback Chad Pennington is 
gone to the NFL. Of course, the league 
thought the same thing in 1998 after Randy 
Moss left. The Thundering Herd won 25 of 
26 games and two league titles without him. 

Marshall's success in 2000 is predicated 
on replacing Pennington. Byron Leftwich, 
a redshirt sophomore, possesses physical 
| tools superior to Pennington’s, but hasn't 
| shown the same decision- making ability. 
Coach Bobby Pruett hopes Leftwich seizes 
the job. But he won't hesitate to replace him 
with Memphis transfer Stephen Galbraith or 
one of three heralded freshmen if necessary. 

Leftwich has talented receivers, includ- 
ing senior Nate Poole, who caught 71 passes 
for 1,122 yards and nine touchdowns in "99. 
Lanier Washington, Brian Greenleaf and juco 
| transfer Chris Ray also have big-play ability. 
Junior college All-American Ernest Pitts 
should be the featured back, but will have 
help from Brandon Carey and Chanston 
Rogers. They'll run behind an offensive line 
that returns right guard Jimmy Cabellos, but 
is unsettled elsewhere. Steve Sciullo moves 


from right tackle to left tackle and new 
starters are at right tackle, left guard and cen- | 
ter. Gregg Kellett returns at tight end. | 

A defense that embarrassed Brigham 
Young in the 1999 Motor City Bow! features 
speed and experience. End Paul Toviessi is a 
fearsome pass rusher. He combines with 
nose tackle Jimmy Parker and first-year 
starters Antony Beckett and Ralph Street to 
give Marshall a solid front four. | 

Danny Derricott and Maurice Hines are 
All-American candidates at cornerback. Der- | 
ricott makes, and gives up, big plays. Hines | 
has great speed. Doug Hodges has moved 
from strong safety to free safety. Michael 
Owens, a versatile backup the last two years, 
takes over at strong safety. 

Curtis Head averaged 41.1 yards per 
punt in "99 as a freshman. A kicker must be 
found from among a trio of veterans and 
freshman signee Tony Pisano. A replacement 
must be found for James Williams, who led | 
the nation in kickoff returns last season. 

Not content with success, the school 
expanded its stadium from 30,000 to 40,000 | 
seats this year, anticipating filling them on 
a consistent basis. 4) 


Herd At A Glance 


1999: 13-0 Overall; 8-O MAC East 
(1st) 
COACH: Bobby Pruett — At Marshall 
and Overall: 50-4, 4 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 
5 Offense, 6 Defense, Punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Byron 
Leftwich, RB Ernest Pitts, G Jimmy 
Cabellos, WR Nate Poole, 
CB Danny Derricott, CB Maurice 
Hines, DE Paul Toviessi, LB Max 
Yates, P Curtis Head 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: A primary 
reason that Marshall has won three 
straight MAC titles is speed. Derri- 
cott and Hines form one of the 
nation’s better corner duos. A deep 
stable of wide receivers return. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Can Left- 
wich, an inexperienced sophomore, 
replace Chad Pennington? Inexperi- 
ence at linebacker and on the offen- 
sive front could cause problems. 
OVERVIEW: With a capable quar- 
terback, the Herd has enough talent 
to win a fourth league title. Pruett 
turned down an offer from Houston, 
indicating he thinks Marshall can 
return to the Top 25. A beefed up 
schedule will be a test. 
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MIAMI/OHIO | 


ith MAC all-time leading rusher Travis 

Prentice gone, Miami will turn more to 
the passing game this season. That puts heat 
on senior quarterback Mike Bath, who has 
been brilliant at times and dismal at others. 

“We're trying to get everybody involved 
| in the passing game,” Bath said. “The receiv- 
ing corps has worked to get better. Hope- 
fully, that will carry over into the season.” 

IF it doesn’t, Bath could be replaced by 
John Schacke, who is coming off knee 
surgery, or true freshman Ben Roethlisberger, 
runner-up as high school Player of the Year in 
Ohio as a senior. 

Junior tailback Steve Little takes over for 
Prentice. How big a task is that? Consider 
this: Prentice ran for 1,659 yards last season 
while the rest of the RedHawks combined for 
-15 yards. Still, coach Terry Hoeppner thinks 
his team has a chance to challenge Marshall 
and Akron for the MAC East title. 

“I'm excited,” Hoeppner said. “We have 
the makings of a good, young team.” 

With Prentice gone, Hoeppner will fur- 
| ther implement his plan to throw more. If 
| speedy senior wide receiver Sly Johnson is at 
full strength coming off reconstructive knee 
surgery, he will be one of the MAC's premier 


weapons. Chauncey Henry and tightends 
Mike Sullivan, Robert Frazier and Brian Bilins 
give Bath a variety of quality targets. 

Left tackle Alex Sulfsted leads an offen- 
sive line that must be rebuilt, but Hoeppner 
thinks the talent exists to do it. 

Defensively, tackle Andy Aracri, second 
in the MAC in tackles for losses and who had 
nine sacks last season, leads a talented unit. 
Ends Joe Lyman and Bob Petrovic are sound, 
as is tackle Gino DiGiandomenico. | 

The linebacking corps must be rebuilt. 
Mike Montgomery, who also plays some full- 
back, is the only returnee with starting expe- | 
rience. Matt Edwards likely will man the 
middle, with Nathan Clayton joining Mont- 
gomery outside. 

Starting cornerbacks Michael Adams and | 
Brian Godsey return, along with strong safety | 
Rod Clark. Converted wide receiver Ryan | 
Sprague, a redshirt freshman, has shown big- 
play ability and could see playing time. 

Andy Brumberg made nine of 13 field 
goals a year ago and expects to improve his 
range this season. Punter Kent McCullough | 
returns and is looking to rebound. McCul- 
lough averaged just 38.2 yards per punt last | 
season after averaging 41.3 in 1998. 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


eturning 19 starters isn't enough if those 
layers aren't capable of finishing what 
they start. 

Northern Illinois figures to challenge 
Toledo and Western Michigan for supremacy 
in the MAC West, but only if the team’s 
fourth quarter play improves. 

“We have to learn to finish,” Huskies 
coach Joe Novak said. “We lost too many 
games in the fourth quarter last year.” 

Northern Illinois scored 289 points, the 
same number it gave up. But in the fourth 
quarter, they were outscored 131-54. 

“That's part conditioning,” Novak said. 
“Part is knowing how to win. We had an 
awfully young team last season, but at some 
point you have to stop being young and 
grow up and win. Our guys have confidence 
that they can win. They expect good things 
to happen, now,” 

Northern Illinois features senior tailback 
William Andrews, who, with Miami's Travis 
Prentice and Marshall's Doug Chapman 
gone, is considered the MAC’s premier run- 
ner. Andrews ran for 1,127 yards last season 
and runs behind a solid offensive line led by 
6-7, 325-pound tackle Ryan Diem. 

Justin McCareins (57 catches, 906 yards) 
joins Darrell Hill to form one of the league's 
best receiving duos. The question is whether 


quarterback Chris Finlen can hold off a chal- 
lenge from fellow junior Frisman Jackson. 

Novak is looking for take-charge players 
to help the Huskies over the hump. 

“Those are the kinds of players that Mar- 
shall, Toledo and Western Michigan have 
had,” Novak said. “We need guys who will 
step up when it’s crunch time.” 

Senior tackle Lamain Rucker, a former 
Chicago high school Player of the Year, leads 
a defense that beats up a lot of opponents, 
but that gave up 25.6 points per game last 
season. Novak will trade big hits for better 
tackling and more production. A point of 
emphasis is the pass rush. 

The Huskies had just 17 sacks last sea- 
son. Sophomore linebacker Larry Williams 
had five. He and senior Cameron Saulsby will | 
be counted upon to better those numbers. 

The secondary is a strength, with 
diminutive but speedy senior cornerback 
Benji Peacock and strong safety Jermaine 
Hampton leading a veteran unit. Hampton 
averaged 11 tackles per game last year in | 
a defense relying heavily on safeties flying to 
the ball. That strategy, however, often led to 
Northern getting beat deep, particularly on 
play-action passes. 

A kicker must be found to replace all- 
league Kent Baker. 


RedHawks At A Glance 


1999: 7-4 Overall; 6-2 MAC East 
(2nd) 

COACH: Terry Hoeppner — At Miami 
and Overall: 7-4, 1 year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 
5 Offense, 7 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Mike 
Bath, TB Steve Little, WR Sly Johnson, 
DT Andy Aracri, P Kenny McCoul- 
lough, K Andy Brumberg 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Veteran 
defense should keep the RedHawks in 
most games. Bath enters his third 
year as a starter. Little is a talented 
runner. Special teams could be 
MAC's best. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Bath is an 

| inconsistent passer, something not 

| helped by the loss of Travis Prentice. 

Sly Johnson isn’t 100 percent after 

undergoing knee surgery. The receiv- 

ing corps is thin. Playmaker lacking 

_ on defense. 

OVERVIEW: With Prentice gone, 
Miami will throw more. RedHawks 
will rely heavily on their defense. For 
Miami to contend for a title, some 
players the fans aren't familiar with 
are going to have to come through, 
especially on offense. 


Huskies At A Glance 


1999: 5-6 Overall, 5-3 MAC West 
(T/2nd) 

| COACH: Joe Novak — At Northern 

Illinois and Overall, 8-36, 4 years 

| RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 

9 Offense, 10 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB William 
Andrews, SE Darrell Hill, T Ryan 
Diem, FL Justin McCareins, DT 
Lamain Rucker, S Jermaine Hampton 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: For the 
first time in years, the Huskies boast 
experience. Andrews might be the 
MAC's best runner. Receivers are 
talented. Defense is among the 

_ MAC's most physical. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: A kicker 
and a punter must be found. 
Although the defense is hard-hitting 
and experienced, it isn’t proven. 

The Huskies stumbled badly in big 
games last season. 

OVERVIEW: The MAC’s most experi- | 
enced team. Northern Illinois is 
poised to make a run ata MAC 
West title. Games at defending West 
Division champion Western Michi- 
gan and MAC East contender Akron 
are huge. The Huskies will go as far 
as their defense takes them. 
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A improved passing game always is the 
goal at Ohio, but the Bobcats will go 
only as far as their running game and defense 
can take them. 

Ohio's triple-option often became a dou- 
ble-option last season for quarterback Don- 
trell Jackson, as he could either pitch the ball 
or run . Throwing wasn’t an opportunity that 
materialized often, as Ohio led the MAC in 
rushing and was last in passing. 

“We realize that we have to pass more,” 
Ohio coach Jim Grobe said. “We think with 
Dontrell having a year of experience will help. 
He was a true freshman last season and did a 
remarkable job. We're going to add more on 
for him this year and see how he responds.” 

Ohio's desire to ground and pound the 
| ball is understandable. Jamel Patterson led the 
nation in yards per carry before an injury side- 
| lined him last season and he might be the 
team’s second-best back, behind hard-run- 
ning sophomore Chad Brinker. Halfback Ray- 
nald Ray averaged 116 all-purpose yards per 
| game, adding to a potent stable of runners. 
Ohio had hoped to sign a deep threat at 
| wide receiver, but found none, meaning that 

reliable but unspectacular sophomore Joe 
| Mohler again will be Jackson’s top target, 


although hard-working redshirt freshman | 
James Taylor shows promise. 

The offensive line is a strength. Nick 
Glowacki and Zach Holt form as strong a 
guard combination as there is in the league. 
Chris Jackson and Erik Grohovac are promis- 
ing sophomore tackles. Doug Wooten is a 
first-year starter at center, but will be pushed 
by junior college transfer Taylor Ketchum. 

Ohio's strength on defense is the sec- 
ondary, where the brother cornerback combi- 
nation of Bob White and Donnie White are 
solid. Safeties Duffer Duffy and Joe Sellers are 
athletic, but have limited experience. 

End Art Adams is one of the MAC's bet- 
ter defenders and nose tackle Damion Wash- 
ington is an intense run stopper. The other 
end, Drew Dolmatsch, must prove himself in 
Ohio's 3-4 alignment. 

Inside linebackers Matt Spitler and Tom 
Weilbacher are strong run defenders. Greg 
Baskins and converted tight end Trendale 
Perkins will blitz often from the outside. 

Ohio's kicking game is one the best in 
the nation. Punter Dave Zastudil is a two-time 
All-MAC selection who averaged 43.3 yards 
per kick last season. Kicker Kevin Kerr hit nine 
of 12 field goals with a long of 56 yards. O 


1999: 5-6 Overall; 5-3 MAC East (T/3rd) 

COACH: Jim Grobe — At Ohio and 
Overall: 26-29-1, 5 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 6 Offense, 
5 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: GB Donirell 
Jackson, HB Chad Brinker, HB Jamel 
Patterson, HB Raynald Ray, G Nick 
Glowacki, DE Art Adams, SS Chris Lon- 
don, K Kevin Kerr, P Dave Zastudil 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Running back 
is deep and talented. Offensive line is 
big and strong. Defensively more athletic 
than at any time in recent memory. The 
Bobcats might very well have the MAC’s 
finest special teams, bolstered by All- 
American candidate Dave Zastudil at 
punter. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Throwing the 
ball. If Ohio doesn’t improve its passing, 
running attack will suffer. The defense 
lacks experience in critical areas. If Jack- 
son is hurt, there are no experienced 
reserves. 

OVERVIEW: Ohio could make a run at 
the MAC East title, if the passing game 
comes around and the defensive young- 
sters meet expectations. 
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lec Bolden — elusive, talented, athletic 
— yet, inconsistent, mistake-prone, inex- 
perienced. The Toledo quarterback made the 
league take notice last season with a 350- 
yard passing effort against powerful Marshall, 
throwing for more yards than Thundering 
Herd quarterback Chad Pennington. 

“Tavarus development is important to 
our success,” Toledo coach Gary Pinkel said. 
| “We're better off there now than we were at 
this point last year. We still have a lot of work 
to do. We're not going to make excuses. We 
| just have to get it done.” 

Bolden has the trust of his teammates, 
an important factor, considering that at the 
| halfway point of the 1999 season Toledo had 
no idea who their starting quarterback was. 

Bolden's development is being centered 
on decision making. Making checks at the 
line of scrimmage and avoid forcing the ball 
into coverage are two points of concern. 
Physical skills aren't a problem. 

Bolden has excellent targets in receivers 
Mel Long and Manny Johnson, who has 
recovered from a broken leg that cost him 
most of 1999. Having tailback Chester Taylor, 
who carried for 1,176 yards and averaged 6.5 


yards per attempt, behind Bolden is reason 
for extreme optimism. 

“Chester Taylor can be the top back in 
the MAC if he works at it,” Pinkel said. 

Taylor will run behind four returning 
starters on the offensive line, including stand- 
out guard Michael Schaefer. 

Fiesty linebacker Kevin Rollins, who led 
the MAC with 11 sacks last season, leads a 
quick, talented defensive unit that includes 
DeJuan Goulde, who had 10 sacks. With 
those two, the Rockets should be able to 
pressure the passer, giving a veteran but still 
suspect secondary a chance to grow. 

Todd France hit 18 of 26 field goal 
attempts, including a 51-yarder, last season, 
but had two blocked. John Manly must 
improve on his 35.6-yard punting average if 
he wants to keep his job. 

The Rockets haven't won a league title 
since 1996, so that provides added incentive. 
The schedule is unkind. While the Rockets 
finally get a home showdown with Marshall 
after playing two MAC title games and a reg- 
ular season contest on the Herds home field, 
Toledo visits Western Michigan, Eastern 
Michigan and Northern Illinois. O 


1999: 6-5 Overall, 5-3 MAC West 
(T/2nd) 
COACH: Gary Pinkel — At Toledo 
and Overall, 63-36-3, 9 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 20; 10 
Offense, 8 Defense, Kicker, Punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Tavarus 
Bolden, TB Chester Taylor, T Jim 
Harding, WR Manny Johnson, 
WR Mel Long, K Todd France, 
DE DeJuan Goulde, LB Kevin Rollins, 
S Ira Singleton, S Andy Boyd 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Experi- 
enced team knows how to win. 
Bolden is a mobile, budding star. 
Taylor is the MAC leading rusher. 
Kicking game is sound. Defense 
should be best in the MAC West. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Bolden is 
talented, but inconsistent. Team has 
been injury prone. Weakest part of 
the defense is on the corners. Diffi- 
cult conference road schedule. 
OVERVIEW: Strong defense; potent 
running game; the blocking is 
sound; the receivers and kicking 
game are among the MAC’s best. 
Bolden must improve in decision 
making. If he does, Toledo should 
challenge for the league title. 
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ome say that Western Michigan still has- Lester. Welsh has thrown just five passes | 


S 1999: 7-5 Overall, 6-2 MAC West 
n't recovered from last season's 34-30 


(1st) 
loss to Marshall in the MAC Championship COACH: Gary Darnell — At Western 
| Game, a contest in which the Broncos blew Michigan 22-12, 3 years; Overall 
a 23-0 third quarter lead. Others predict that 


25-16, 4 years 
the loss will serve as motivation for this RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 
season. 


7 Offense, 4 Defense, Kicker, Punter 
Coach Gary Darnell prefers not to think PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Robert 
about the loss that fans still lament. His 


Sanford, WR Steve Neal, WR Cory 
focus is on finding a quarterback and shoring Alston, LB Jared Pike, CB Ronald 
up a defense that lost seven starters. 


Rogers, K Brad Selent 
“We lost a lot of talented players,” Dar- PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Neal and 
nell said. “We lost some guys that won't be Alston are two of the better MAC 
easy to replace, but we have some young 


receivers. Sanford is a 1,000-yard 
guys who are eager to step in and do the rusher who can catch the ball. Selent 
job. You'd like to be to the point where you 


is the MAC’s finest kicker. 
can just reload and not miss a beat, but | POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Can Jeff 
don't know that we're there, yet.” 


Welsh, who threw just five passes 
Replacements are needed in crucial 


last year, adequately replace 
areas, including quarterback. Three new record-setting Tim Lester at quarter- 
starters are needed on the offensive line and 


back? If so, can the offensive line 
four must be replaced on the defensive front. protect him? The defense is young. 
Two starters are gone from the secondary. i 


OVERVIEW: Western came within 
“That's a lot of holes,” Darnell said. “We four seconds of winning the confer- 
have a lot of competition for those spots 


ence title last season, but suffered 
and competition is a good thing. It’s going great losses from that squad. Ques- 
to be interesting.” 


tion marks at quarterback and on 
The most-watched position will be quar- 


defense are significant enough to 
terback, where junior Jeff Welsh has the job 


make a repeat of last year’s West 
that was occupied for three years by Tim Division tte unlikely 


and will be challenged by junior college 

transfer Ryan Harris. Whomever wins the 
job, he'll have plenty of weapons at his | 
disposal. 

Wide receiver Steve Neal (74 catches, 
1,113 yards, 11 touchdowns) and tailback 
Robert Sanford (221 carries, 1,092 yards, 
eight touchdowns) are among the MAC's 
best at their positions. 

Western Michigan is stressing becoming 
more physical on defense, particularly 
against the run. The Broncos gave up 180 
yards per game on the ground last season 
and Darnell practically vows improvement 
there this season. That will be difficult, how- 
ever, as the entire defensive front must be 
replaced. Linebacker Mario Evans had 106 
tackles last season and will be counted on to 
rally a young unit. 

Brad Selent is the MAC's premier kicker, 
having made 14 of 19 field goals, including 
a 53-yarder, and 37 of 40 extra points last 
season. Matt Steffan averaged 40.4 yards 
per punt and Neal is one of the MAC's top 
punt returners, 

The Broncos get Toledo and Northern 
Illinois at home, but mark Oct. 5 on the cal- 
endar. That’s when Western Michigan 


returns to Marshall. | 


(Continued from page 98) 


From Florida they signed WR Travis Haney 
of Orange Park and LB Ryan Hamre of 
Orlando. The Hoosiers landed prep school phe- 
nom QB Patrick Thompson of Fork Union, 
VA. Immediate contributors will be WR Henry 
Frazier of Chabot CC, a blazer with great 
hands, and OL Antoine Grant, a 6-3, 340- 
pound talent from Jones CC in Mississippi. 

Headliner: |LB Stephen Williams is 
a 6-3, 270-pounder who will wind up playing 
DT in Bloomington. He benches over 400 
pounds and can run a 4.7 40. 

Sleeper: linebacker Dan Phillips of 
Mishawaka, IN, fits the sleeper label. He is 
a 6-4, 245-pounder with tremendous instincts, 
great balance and outstanding football sense. 

Bottom Line: With little fanfare, Indi- 
ana did a great job filling their needs at wide 
receiver, defensive line and offensive line. 
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Coach Randy Walker and his staff did 
a great job recruiting the Midwest. They got one 
of the nation’s top placekickers in Brian Huff- 
man of Schaumburg, IL; RB Dan PohIman of 
Barrington; RB Torri Stuckey of Chicago; OL 
Matt Ulrich (6-4, 290) of Streamwood; and 
OL Mike Corliss (6-6, 260) of Lake Zurich. 
All five were recruited by the rest of the Big Ten. 

Walker also recruited the Buckeye state, 
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landing such Ohio stars as WR El Da’Sheon 
Nix, a 6-3, 190-pounder from Sandusky with 
great leaping ability, terrific hands and outstand- 
ing body control. He also signed OL Ike 
Ndukwe, a 6-6, 300-pounder from Dublin. 

The Wildcats did well recruiting nationally, 
signing LB Syga Thomas of Marina Del Rey, 
CA; RB Jason Wright of Diamond Bar, CA; 
and LB Ryan Peterson of la Costa, CA. They 
also signed RB Noah Herron of Mattawan, 
Ml, a 5-11, 220-pounder who averaged 
almost 10 yards per carry in his prep career. 
Another super athlete is WR Roger Jordan, 
a 6-3, 200-pounder from League City, TX. 

FB Gilles Lezi, is a 6-1, 230-pounder with 
4.6 speed from Quebec, Canada. Northwest 
ern also landed the QB they were looking for in 
Tony Stauss of Racine, WI. 

Headliner: QB Tony Stauss, a 6-2, 
200-pounder who was offered by several Big 
Ten schools before settling on the Wildcats. 

Sleeper: Safety Jarvis Adams of 
Tallahassee, FL, is an active and aggressive 
defender overlooked by the Florida powers. 

Bottom Line: Because of academic stan- 
dards, the Wildcats must recruit nationally. This 
year they did a terrific job of finding and evaluat- 
ing 19 athletic and productive players. 


WA 


Recruiting speed was very important and 
speed is what the Hawkeyes got. They looked 


for quick-footed and aggressive defenders and 
came up with several led by DL Kelvin Bell of 
Olive Branch, MS; [B Charlie Bodiford of 
Miami, FL; LB George Lewis of Fort Laud- 
erdale, FL; and junior college All-American DL 
Derrick Pickens of Kilgore (TX) JC. Despite 
missing out on the state of lowa’s top five 
prospects, the Hawkeyes did well in the South. 

Adding speed to the league's slowest team 
was not easy, but the Hawkeyes get an A+ for 
results. They got the state of Michigan’s fastest 
prospect in ‘78 — RB Fred Russell — who 
spent the ‘99 season at Milford Prep School in 
Connecticut; and the top prospect in Connecti- 
cut, Jermelle Lewis of Bloomfield, a 4.4 
sprinter who rushed for over 2,000 yards each 
of the past two seasons. Another major catch 
was DL Derreck Robinson, who was one of 
the state of Minnesota's top two prospects. 

Headliner: RB Fred Russell is a 10.4 
100-meter sprinter with great vision, terrific 
moves and outstanding awareness. He should 
have immediate impact at RB, WR or CB. 

Sleeper: Juco offensive lineman Michael 
Allen was lowa’s biggest recruit at 6-3, 320- 
pounds and should make an immediate impact 
at guard. 

Bottom Line: Although the Hawkeyes 
did a tremendous job of recruiting speed, they 
also must do a better job of keeping the in- 
state ball players at home. 

— By Tom Lemming/Prep Football Report 
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